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REQORT OF AS MX JEEVANJEE ON FPACTS RELATING TO GRANT OF
A LEASE OF THE " TOWN HALL PLOT*® NAIROBIX,

[l
The Town Hall was built in the year 1904 by me at the

Tequest of the Government on the understanding that I should
obtain a 50 years lease with a nominal rent for the 1st ten
yoars. There was considerable discussion as to the terms
upon which the building should be leased to the Municipality
and nothing definite was arranged until February 1905,

Two Draft Agreements with the Municipal Committyfee were
prepared in 1904 ocopies of whioh are attached hereto and mark
-ed "1" and "2" - FNeither of these drafts agreed- was agreed
upen as i{s shown by a letter dated the 29th December 1904
from the then Town Clerk to my firm (Copy letter attached
marked “3"). My representative replied on the >1th January
1905, Various interviews took place and eventually a form of
Lease was agreed upon and executed by my agent on the let
February 1905 and witnessed by Mr. Sanderson (The Town Clerk)
and Mr. E. Hargreaves ( Assistant Town Clerk). I attach a

copy of the deed marked "4",

This document was executed on foolscap and appears to
be in Mr. Hargreaves' writing. My firm wrote oh the 3rd
August 1905 for issue of a Lease from Government and Mr,
John Ainsworth recommended yhe lssue of & Lease ( vide ocopy
letter dated 5th August 190> marked "5") - In the following
month it would appear that some repre entative »f the firm
of Tonks and Allen who formerly acted for me saw Mr. Alnswort
and wrote a letter dated the 20th S ptember 1905 (copy attach
-ed marked "6°). Thie letter does not correctly etate the
facts and | never authorised sach a letter being written,The
Arrangements re the Town Ha.l were made with the Mu 1iecipal
Authorities direct without -he .ntervention of any Lawyers
and Messrs Tonks and Allen, when salled upen, oould not pro-
duce any letter written to them re the Town Halil by me or my

o SO
firm nor eould they produce any entry of my attendanoce on



8, 1%

on them in reference to the matter prior to writing the letter
of the 20th September 1908 and I have not been eharged for any
such interview - That they were not instructed in reference to
the Town Hall is further evidenced by Mr. B. G. Allen's letter
dated 2nd February 1918, ( Copy attached marked "7"), The
letter of the 20th September 1906 was obviously written with-
out reference to me or my firm ( notwiihstanding the words
* our clientd states” ) and in ignorance of the existence of
the Lease executed on the 1lst February 1905. I nhad erected
certain residential buildings on the basis of a tern years
agreement with option of purchase o§ at contract price in lieu
of granting a BO years Lease but no such agreement was con -
templated in the case of the Town Halil. I attaoch a copy of one
of my agreements of -his naturo marked "8" which is obviously
af quite a diffefent nature from the dooument executed o lst
February 1995,

On the 28th April 19)0 an attempt to settle matters by
interview with the Land Officer was made; | refer to & capy
of a minute of the interview made by the Land Officer marked
“9". I have already said that masbere Messrs Tonke and Allen
had no authority to write the letter of the 30th september
1905 and my offer was to acoapt another equally valuable plot
Phesxshange- in exchange leaving the question of selection of
site to the Government .

In spite of my request no lease hns been granted- ever
been grarnted and to my surprise my firm received a letter
from the Town Clerk on _he 29th March 1 13 stating that the
Municipality intended pumchasing the plot and building for
Rs.14,750. They base their claim on the letter of the 20t
September 1908 from Tonks and Allen above referred to and a
memorandum of Mr. John Aineworth [ copy attmched and marked
“10" ).

The concluding paragraph of Mr. Alnsworth' s memorandum

shows that he was not very sure of his recolleotion and, whl,e

1 have no doubt whatever of the 88nuineness < f N AL
. nsworth',
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Nr, Ainsworth' g ltngc.ant, his recollection is not in ge-
oprdance with the facts as s Olearly shown from the draw-
ing of 3 drary @greements in 1904 and 1905, | am informed
that a Twwn Clerx Subsequently refused :o rhoyw the drart
agreemny - agreement to the Land Officer and am quite sure
that Mr, Alneworth had not 8ot them before him whe: he wrot ¢
higm memorandum,

I attach a copy of a memorandum of Co) Mont gomerig
( late Commissioner of Lande ) dealing witn the Tovu Qrewk-
Hall (marked "11") which shows that he recognised my right
to a lease of the Town Hal) Plot or a Lease of a Plot of

equivalent value,

of relevant document s ( vide Copy letter l8th Maran 1915
marked "12* ) ang received a Teply dated 20th March )9)5%

( marked »)3» ) showing that he had not the most important
document before him - My Lawyers ®ent him copies of the
documents op the 25th Margn 1915 ang | referred to lettcure
qarked "l1i* ajge and *16", "17% 0 18t ¢, 8how the manner
in which ghe matter was deal with by the Town Clerk,

In view or the un-‘tlnrna:ory Position wmm my [lawyers
Wrote tu the Chief Boortt-ry on the 17t)h May 1915 | copy
marked * 19 * ) ang received a rep.y op the 5th June | copy
marked * 20 ) _ The Land Officer would not alter his decis-

ivn and my Lawyers Wrote the Chier Suor-:nry on the 29tn Jurie

1918 (oopy marked ®"2)") eXpressi g my lntention of Plaocing

the matter before the Coloniay Offioce.

Over pending the termi agyon of the War,

The reaarks ipn Ry renort as g the Market Lease a.4,
8pply as to gy efforts to Settle thie MAtter in Kue:
Africa but the Goverrment have refused ©0 recognise that
have any right to the Town Haj) Plot and have not repiled
to my propesal for grant or another plot in excha: ge,

I trust gngg on Considering the faot,e 48 Shown 4, .
s

R
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in the eorrespondence you will see your way to giving direct -

ions that a lease may be granted to me.

t‘f'?

8d, A. M, Jeevenjee,




