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BRITISH LEBATION, -
ADI® ABABA.
Decsmber 2nd. 1920,

Xy

- ' I kev tin Denéd $o repert that W gemersl
eitastton in Shis mtu 36s besn very quiet for the
last monthe

Phe situation in the North remeins somewhat

obscure and the sdvisadility of en expedition to Tigre
through Wollo ie still under discuseion.
About three weeks ago the Cemtral Oo"mmnt were imcline
to think that an expedi tion was unnscessary &na that nt'@.
exs omld be arranged setisfactoriliy with Ras seyoum .
m eniscayien. How,-however, the leadere of tb *b
Gonﬁmt considey ¥hat Bao Taffari should make a Paved
through the northern provinces and discuss the future oz
Iij Yasw snd el Qﬁ"“mttora with Rae Jeyoum.

Phe situation hes been further complieeted
rocently by ﬂu aotion of Dejasmatern @abri Silassie, un

embitious Tigrean leader, who is oomstantly intriguing »;
!

a@@inst Ras Seyoum in the hops of achieving the downfell

of the Mgresn Governor and acquiring the Govemorship

himsalf. In this endeavour L am inelined t tnim@
he

The uight ouratle,

The 5&1‘1‘,

zon of Kedleaton, K.G,,83.0.3,I,,G.CeTaki,
. &0 &0 . . i‘»';h‘ i &C o
His Hajesty's rrinelpal Secratary b State fox Jorelgn riairs,

&l‘ﬂ-sﬂ Office, -
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nﬂl ﬂh Tepteze to ﬂgn wrough
«gw u"ntn wory 18 reality Tigrem

ution uuut Rae Seyoum and should joim up with
"ou amy under Ras Taffari 88 soon as they arrived.

Bas. saffari deolares emphaticelly that De jazmateh
d@au was not suthorised 0 Send these letters

5 tﬂ?‘r Pincentini finde himeslf in en eml
y,. 80 he tou- me, with qu\@




aiffiewlty in nrm"-mu belivve Shat they ave
serious in my desision Whey mMke in il coumesbion.

Lij Yasu remains on Yhe borders of the Dankali and
Pigre.  Ho is répeited %0 be friendly With Ras Seyoum and
o rumour rYesched the Capital thet they would togethey 3
ehter Axum for the feast of Lidats o doubt this report
coused oconsidersble anxiely %o the Central Government
and it has probaliy revived the proposal for an expedition.

It is uniikely that Rae Seyoum weald allow Lij Yasu %o enter
Axmm, but if he doee Lij Yaeu will have reached & sanotuary
wheye a8 loug a8 he remains, no authority would dare to lay
hands om him, and he is safe from his enemles.

Fitmaari Hapta Glorgis 1s moet loeth to go North
and 18 very amxious %o be allowed to procead to the Boran
to put his previmne im owder.

In this I am giving him all the aesletance I om.

The conditions in the Boran remain unochshged and most
unsatisfac tory. 1 have complained and centinue to
canplain insistently agaimet tho negligenee of the Goverh-
ment in omitting to take effective messures for the establishe
ment of order in that portion of .byssimia. 1 am convinec=
e that unless the Fitaureri himself goes to Boren we shall
not See any real improvement in the exis ting conditions.

1 have tHerefore emphasised the necessity of the Fitaurari's
departure and 1f the expedition %o tigre ie cancelled or
postponed [ am inclined to believe that the Centrel Govern-

nent wlll sgree tb send him,
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27ake depression throwghout the country .48 seriously.
ogoupying the attention of all merchants at the present tige«

owing to a lack of demand for raw meteriale in
Barope exportations have cessed almoet emtirely with the :‘
remuilt that merchonfsre fased with a diffioulty to pay for)
importatiens. !

Sterling ie in greab request and dollars are & drog
on the market. Befor e the opening of the trading |
gsessan in Qo tober dollars stood at six or ;acnn to the ‘
Pound sterling, amd it was aaticipated that ty Deogmber

the exchange would have risem to about five %0 the Pound

aterling., Owing to the cireumstances I have related they
are being sold towday et eight lecimal fifty. 1
I fear that the Pred outlook in sbyesinia is iorx

from satisfactory and that commerojal comncern3 will be
foced with a difficult sitmation for some time to oome.

1 am addressing coples of this despatoh to
Gairo, Khartoum, Hairobi, Berbera and Adem.

I have the homour to be,

Wi%h the highest respeoct,

iy dord,
Yeur Lerdship's meat obedient
hunble servant,

Signed J.H. Dodde.
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