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Ensloses copy of vorres. with
proposes to o'rry out further investigations im
the matter., Asks for copy of Mr. Battiscombe's
mnemo. in desp. referred to,
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The Imperial Institute has recently received
& $ommnication from the Department of Overseas '.'rndo'
on the subject of Bast African Cedar, ferwarding &
copy of your letter Wo. 20170,/192] of the ’rd Way last
and its enclosures,
- ®opy 0T TR Faply which nes been sent Lo
the Dapariment of Oveywpan Trade, sumperising the
sction which hie m d.routy takgn 4n thie u.uor%_,
the Imperial tistitute, {» attashed for your information.
The euitability of this Tast Africes Tedar
for pencil meking should be cefinitely settled -efore
new concessione ere grantsd to exploit thertrees in the
forests of Wount Kenys,and the Imperial Insid tute
propesae

‘ne Under Secretary of State,

Colonial 0ffige,




. the Tpartal mmﬁﬁ LD, i
lnd & report giving. tht Tosulte ofr
#il1 be found in® Billesin of the I“m
Vol. 1V (1906} pages 185-18.
Tne quastion of tha possible utilisation of
the wood for pencil meking was considered by Lo
Jmperial Institute at that time, and the results of
the awtu which warsa made wProATed Lo ns. mbeesis rwE,
B
The ‘%004 wee considerss ¥y expacsk 1o e J_\muﬂ
o 3 one 4y A masiitEEtiye o f vadis end g reble
e . A e »
laresses the ke i ke e 5. 2

in'¥lew of (ha taprasning derrieuity in obteinidg

L

suppliop of suiwable pencil cedar from the "nited States,
The mesult of these enguir.ee war thal o fiom of .imber
merchente offered to take a trial r‘onei”t of the
wood at a fixed price, whilst a large firm ef percil
menufegturers expressed Lneir willingmeer e purchase
prepared pencil slate if thees could be m ‘a jn - k
Africa,

These offers were tranmitted to the Novermmen:

of the Tast Africa Pr dctorate, but the Imperial Inetitute
(nr~ ‘/,
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The Comptrqller-“enardl,
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'ia mgonpg in 1907 mr. & loﬁ Hed hean tundhom

"Lt ﬂm«h nood. and at thetr request the Imperial
‘ natitute made onquirise ss to the praciiopbility of
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o, Tquator Sew Willes at-Vols
ingtelled maghinery for the
, bi.u'u;rﬂww‘hﬁmu Cake
frated, wa.(, m f.?“ pg&il mikers
'.m. ‘ﬂ frridun Colaf to be muchk hardey Vhen

applying wo she b;t Afrvican woed & agftening prapcags wwal

am ie commondy, ueed lo improve the wrking gualities of

certain g'ac!;e of American cedar. It is underetood that

L8 . Tig now edploye a mathod of softening th¥ Tant africe
woot . )

Ty may ba mentioned in thie connsotion that bott
ir. 7ast Afrées &ad in the United States the quelity of
sbdur woddiie influenced by the situstiof’ in which the
trees grow, am’ tne Imperiel Institule thérefore suggeet™
to the Tquator Saw Mille that the trees utiM eed Tor
pencil wood should te specially eelected from situations
In reply, 'n

w to rroiucs wood of ths best quality.

Meneser o1 tne Mille etatad that on docount of w.nlpor
jiffieul vies 1€ wae pot then poesible to nlect f}ae Limpar
with the care ;uu'.zud in Lhe Nul States.

¥ ﬁi ro‘hl uxrxe- mede by the Imperi
t.htt. cergfully selecte

Insti‘t on thie l
e o

< finishsd eln.e cm be d'hvored in this eountry.
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Mast Africap -dtd..t mbjoot.od if- nmaury Lo eﬁprop}u‘;
‘amtnnt mmm lhould ;tpd .. nu:,m. 4n

R

The h’«tn mum propose now to ro-imuu-

’ “ﬂ the whole Bubject in conflmction with thé Coneorvator

.
of Marepie in Kom with a view to obtaining definite

deeirions on the points etill at issua. In“thie connection

it would be of in‘mo-t if copiee of the reporte raceivad
by the Nepartment-of Qverseas Trade from pencil mekers coul
S apPTYI Lo (hs Twperial Inetitute y

The "n'lm of oriaplikbing poudi! facterimr |
Kenya, a8 sugrenigd oy BI, wcnf.m, will T ogiee aeey
céraful consideradion, since the industry ie & highly
technicwl one needing skilled operativer. A8 regarde tne
local supplies of graphite which Mr. Babtiscombe sugres Le
mlghc be used in making the pemecils, it may be mentioned
that samples of graphits from Bast Africa Mgherto exam:: ad
at the Imperial Institute have beam of poor quality end
unsuited for the menufacturs of pencils for whict Taphi e
of fine quality iqt:'equared.

[ am, Sir,

Y, Your Qbedignt Fsrvant,

(Sd.) WYNDFAM R, NUNSTAN.













