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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
NAIROBI,
—_—r KENYA.

&
27th June, 1923,

5
35310
REC 2 631,

N fogul ool
\f"_.f.u we JlL |

¥y, Lord Duke,
. ‘ I have the honour to refer to Your Grace's
P Confidential despatch of the 22nd Yarch on the subject |
of the United Methodist Frse Church X¥ission's claims |
at Golbanti on the Tana River,

2. ; The position haé now been soneidered by
my Exscutive Council who have advised that the Chief
Native Commissioner should endeavour to effect a
compromise with the Mission authoritiss anl that an
interim despatch be sent to Your Grace summarizing the
ovents leading up to the pressnt position.

3. It will be within Your Grace's ¥nosledce
that v1e progressive desic:atior of Northern A®rica
has occasioned a steady continicus pressurs of
migration of successive races southward betwesen the
mountains of Abyssinia and the Coast. These peoples
are forced by the very nature of the climate and
country to lead a pastoral and nomadic existence in
search of water, concentrating svery dry season on
gome permanent strear of water =i s 13 the Juba or t»
Tana Rivers.

4, At the ti. s when the 1wlzsrest of Europe
began to be focused on Africa the vanguard of these
pastoralists concisted ot the Galla who according to
nat%ve report crosssd the Tana River about 1340

prohatly
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a place nmqi ’»A

distely on '

gppu-enuy oﬁ‘erea no resistance and were allowed to‘
remain An their settlements.

! (_B, ;n urs. Wakefield's story of her husband's

l “é@iomj,am, speaks of the Galla

:s:‘ an just outside Mambrui on
\l{- Fitzgerald who visited

o:ra (Hrmrele in British Eest Africa

Hiel)

1 zqzibar und E b’ desoribes it as a small Galla

| % g
se&ﬂ,emsnt ooml MQS C a fov eonical huts, and

drawq a pioture, of t:m wwokoh& quuvnmg patches
of svamp and other lafds not re’\nrod vby the Galla
for ?asturlng their herds.

i

‘?w; In 1889 betwesn these two’& cu, t.lo

b |

Uni d l(ethodist Free Church his;ion, repnunted by
AUD o Quri.ng oompleted a project formed 1n 1881 of

o esbsbluhing o mission. among th&*ﬁa. They

{ oomplem negotiatione for tho acquieihionl or some
BBDO acres of ripurian land at Golbann. /on. 9! the

y rioa io !hla 18 Dadi Aba Daada, who.on

. August 17t.h, 1889, as "King of the Gallas Golban#d®,
. signed a treaty with the Imperie,l British Fast

Africa Oompany which was subseguently oo&firﬂned by

|
4




‘ ‘u-n Oonsul General ,n znu.ﬁu- ggqm
t’?! the Distrlot comiirimggg’ a.t:mnga. ; ’

3 O?Qupation was apparently effectives fr;m ¥ g
’ cutlut,'s and Mr, ritzgerald apeska of "a good sgono;’
s douBle storied and, 1ron ropfed, a oh-pol, ﬂia :
" oy; 8% pRich are n,t?ongx {bderea, ang b placs - )
lun‘mMQ 1‘] i,ﬂﬁqﬂuﬂ b,ua&do. Th;ls ltate of. defman
was duo to tho’ ftqt ﬁnt the m\i opme reg, ypu-s Uagk
had raidod a8 t&r tum a8 xpia plpoq and nllod the
residpnt niiaionm'y and his wu’a. :

-

9. Of ‘the effective nature of the Galla

oocupation, of the universal recognition by Arabs and

Natives of the Coast and Hinterland of the country

‘betwssn the Sabaki and the Juba Rivers as gallaland;

. |

, and of the practical serfdom of the WaPokomo there can
be no doubt in the minds of mybo@y who has read the

1
l
™
“ abave mentioned narratives, There is, therefore, no ;
g ' 1
¢ ' i
ason to doubt the bona fides of either the purchaser |
! ¥ ,?
[«
E
A].)@oo'upat.ion and ownership of the land c
t# be admitted but to maintain 1t E
F )
aaed 1d be a reversal of the usual &
Govemment,‘poﬁo'y n ra :lways ‘been to confirm the “§
p

,.qu‘!un quo in 1898, ﬂ!‘ﬁ\n Crown assumed control,

; Am to réfuse to repognise “ claime based on earlier
: s pou‘uion during the ebb and flow of tribal warfare,
A\ 1»1 B Gt Like the @Galla the Huropeans lsft the

X WaPokomo




4
. by Government, | i
¥

-8 E‘4cmuws “ﬂpil dootden thet the.
’}f?pp:oa by the :mg.ﬁ Methoddst |

v »Mld be 1no1ude¢ , the aroas
/ Pétomo and uus bservu. Un

1922, a protest was received from. ;ho Iliasimg ml! an P X

cultivntion in, the are;.

" npy d.iﬁicul to pr i
f

‘?‘-do/pmh lé‘.u{ qﬁmry :ﬁ.u:,¥ 1911.1{}@101:' claim 1s

g
bsksd on 2 ’}ro& the Galla, whose right to sell
has bden dlsputed by t.he Wa!okomo and they haie nevor

taken any steps ton; aoquire a clear title reoognised

“13, As a compromise betwsen thede native claims %
various attempte have been made (by my prednoeuore)
to 1nduJb the ¥ission to accept a clear title to a

smaller area but h!t.horto vithout.omo,as. wen .m1y

1922, ?1 the ntsur boing a

Teconaideration and in the 11ght pf other facts only
then apparent Executive (ouncil on May 21at, 1923,
passed the Resolution quoted in paragraph 2 of this

despatch,

14.




 Whigh has net the fun mﬂen
)‘uteﬁ unless Your Gr Y |
.Hu,ed. £t wlutla probzbfy‘maak\ Q
mnwriqﬁ! u the Mis81én authoritiss m

T have the honour to'be,
My Lord. Duke, o ;
Your Grace's most devoted :
and most obediont;@?_urvant,










