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'MINUTES,
%av& disgussed- wiith
Sir Charles Bowring the question -
ae to whether Witu is in the 4
Protectorate (i.e., in the

Dominions of the Sultan of Zanzibar)

or in the Colony of Kenya. The
extracte from Ball's Zanzibar
Treaties, 1910, whi-. | use in the
draft annexed, convinced Sir T.
Bowrine that he was mistaken. He
appears to have beén'm:iﬁléd by the .
fact that the K.A.P. Sovernment
took over tre administration of
Witn from tue [.%.°..%. ~ompany;
) *
tus it does nat to:low that gvery-
.

thirg administersd by that Company
¥as held by them fror tne ultban
of Zanzibar. &

On the gereral questien .

£ % . g
of the mdmiristration ol Witug 1

entirely sgree with Sir C.Bowring,
that the appointment of & nominal
Sulten of Witu, rendered necessar)/wﬂf ‘
by the pressure of Germany, would ‘

in present circumstances be

unnecessary and superfluous. o
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#y Lord Duke,

I have tha honour to refer to Your Grace's

\
dsapatch No,773 of the )sth June, 1923, in reply to my
despatoh Fo.817 of tne 18th April, 1923, in whioch the

dsath of Omar bin dahomed, Sultan of Witu, an Honorary

~

‘v mtxndsr of the Britiesh Empire, was reported,

e The desth of this 1o7al servant of the

Hriq i ¥ e ioa

tesas an Interaesting chapter in Hast
ATTIcar Brarary, tha faata af vhich T wil1 briefly set

Vrer nveaiangs af rafarance Ly Your Grace,

T 1888 ghe Tayqnd of Fatta, after repudiat-

¢l mashal nabuiona ovarlordship of ths Sultan of

anzibar, war s:bjued and formally annexed by him, TIts

a3 L rular, anmsd bin Pume Lot Simba Balla of the.

Rabahan family, marated- ta ¥av; on the 081, with many
s ¥ : '

2 &
of hia follcxers and continuaed 4n his contumacy. Being

agsin drivan out he mirrated to Witu, some 25 miles from

the Coast, from whieh placs he wared war and levied toll

ol iliv subjects of Zanzidar, and on the Pokomo and Galla

trioge, sollecting round hinp fugitives from Justice ti111

he was abls to Place in the fielg 3000 fighting men,

besidas iarge mumbers of alaves, (Vioe-consul Haggard's

report 2Bth Auguet, 1884, Africa No.1, 18886),

4, In 1885 when the Sultan of Zanzibar at last

gent troope to punish his depredntiom,

Prince Bismargk

took

B
4



been formed in IM This claim was !'mmd in 1689 by
§rest Britain snd Germany to the arbitration ot Baron
Lambermont, Hinister of Mnto_ to Hls Majesty the King of
the Belglana, ®ho on Auguet 17th, 1889, decided against

Gsrmany .
sa\

valueless to Germany and by an agresment dated July 1st,

" 1800,

¥ that Great Brit.lin

ﬂxod 1!3 1&3‘74 <
r, ﬁvo hént.hl nftor
.»otox'o tho utusl trmuror

cortain German lubjoet- at Witu were massacred,

) lr%ta&a m hnlihr sent a Joint punitive expedition undu-

Aﬂw m-mu.

@ith ths lose of the Coastal outlet, Witu aeonme

@ermany withdrew her protectorate, stipulating only

-hould sontinue to raoognue t,he
soversigaty of the Suaf.m 'of”'dtru w1 ghin ‘the boundsrigi" 1

\

it 8ignature of the treaty, but
of the territory had taken Place,

Great

Ihioh razed utu to the ground.
Iutn hﬁo Im&. un»ot the orisimla m.:-,

fled to
uont.u later he died.



: m s88ential uﬂﬁ- tno ‘!rnty of 1890, The
gave way, and the ruler, whose death is
nroma to in this despatoh, was nppointu.

$: With hie death the position of 1898 would seem to .
have recurred, exo’ept in so far as it has heen modified by
reosnt events, I am advised that ®ince in recent
negotistions with the German Government no mention has been
ma\ao of ths Treaty of July 1st,

1890, its provieioni can be

régardsd as abrogateds _I propose, therefore, that the

Sultanate of Witu, whioch was 1noluded in the Protectorate
by the Kenya Amaontion Order-in-ommcil 1920

+» shquld now
bc nbaorbad {4 the Immm t.not, lﬁhout any d:lltinguighing

0'!!]3 de;m@uut i Bultan, 8ince, howsver,
lﬁulgﬁdooiuon made by a prodooeuor in 1893 .
wis d!.nllovod by the Earl of Kimberley for diplomatic
reasons, I have thought 1t better, before tunng any final
- B8PS, o obtain Your 'irioo't approbation,

10. i 1 hm andnvomd in t.hi- dup;toh to nt rort.h

s w fpoti w& jn!‘ne}au) ru.lnnl ‘to. om‘ble Your Gtv:oe to
2 tfﬂn ih qalodu,

Sl -

-8ince the eariier records

0ffice. For this reason- too,




ﬂilluro punishing

ootl. insisted that the appointment

.of_,- gultm ¥az 68 outinl under the Treaty of 1890. The

Briti-h Gaﬂf‘uﬂont E&¥8 way, and the ruler, whoee death 1s

referrad to in this despatch, was sppointgd.
9 With his death the position of 1893 would seem to

havs rsourred, 9x00pt in =0 far a8 it has been modifisd by

recent events. I am advised that #ince in recent

negotiations with the German Government no mention hae hasp

made of the Treaty of July 1st, 1890, 1ts provisions carn he

regarded as abrogated, I proposs, thersfore, that the

Sultanate of Witu, which wase included in the Protactorate

by the Kenya Annsxzation Ordsr-in~Counc1l 1920, should now

be at\fm‘bﬁd in"the Lamu DYstrict,
bbuﬁdary of 1ts own, and without & Sultan. Since, howsver,

a somewhat aimilar decision made by a predeoo:nor in 1893 .
wae disslloweg by the Eerl of Kimberley for diplomatic

reagons, I have thought 1t better, before takiné any final
stepe. to obtain Your Grace's apprqbation.

10, I have endeavoured 1n this deapatch to ast forth

‘}gnu flott with suffisient fulness to enable
' ‘-t the whols episode,

Your Grace to

ainco the earlier records
!Qgilgn Office. For this reason too,

without any distinguishing -
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partigmlar reference to his remarks on the necessity of

a si’ow and consistent policy in dealing with an area so

-1
long upset by internal feuds and would ask for Your Grace's ‘
support of my propossls, which will finally do away with ’
the existence of a territerial sub-divisiosn called into

bsing only by the sommsrcial vivalries of Great Britain

wave the honpur to hn,
My Lord Duks,

Tour Grace's most devoted
and mest nhedient sarvant .,
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partienlsr éoﬁr‘iéé,to his remarks on the necessity of
'Y n‘féiﬁ'gt‘{d comsistent policy in-dealing with an area so

long ﬁyut‘ by internal feuds and would ask for Your Grace's
support of my proposals, which will finally do away with
the existence of & territorial sub-division callsd into

being only by the commercial rivalriss of dreat Britain

and Germany,

T have the honour tr he,
¥y Lord Duke,

Yeur Grace's most devoted
and moet obedient sarvart
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As Sulten's personal connection with Witu

will bs sevsred, you wust- find someone io act

nominally as Sultan, bug natives must understand

thet the esountry is directly under the. protection

and control of Great Britain. This cannot be -
&

.

avoided, sa we hava glven the assurance to the

Garman Governmant ,

X TMBERLRY . 3



confidential despatch No. 454 of the
m of ‘Auguet, and to inform you that

I agree to the ebsorption of lﬂﬂ

into thy Lamz District, and to the

MINUTE. Y
- : proposal tm{;tops should be taken to
. Bott .2 *
“ BMTO%}GY 7,,! 3 appoint a Sultan of Witu in the place
Hr
T

-of the late anr bin Mahomag‘

N'....:,_ “Sh th@ poxnt is not
y!l&-t’fill to the -administrative arrange-

ments to be l.dopt:cd in regnrd to Witu,

&7 i L oomidtr it dnirhble f.o mt nn;ecom

the fact that the ttat»mont In pua.

.
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3. in para,.5 of the note fvem
the Sultan of Zar‘mi—bar o Actingsi . -
Consul-Gereral Holmwood, da.te_d-&};O 4.th~ - ; ;"
of Mscember, 1866, Saltan - A‘»
fefinitely agreed that Witu should be

witndrawn from his Dominions. In e

Article 11 of the Anglo-German Agresment /;G'C”C—
o! tre lst of July, 1890, Germany ﬁ &
=,

expreesly engagei w0 rgcon186 the

proterturate of real Eritain over Lif

marriand Dodacions of toe sultan of

IS

carzitai . &8 Weli ag Lver Lhe Dominions

b
- ) c 4 ﬁ" ; » "
0f L-e Sultan of Witu. Jﬁ*""( wh " ‘fg ol s z,_"
4. 1t appears glear 't}uit: el : B
& \ 6 ‘:

1886 onwards, thers was no ground for

i

resarding Witu as part of Zanzibar, snd 5

,

tnat view was defmhaly adopted in this 7&,

“epartment #hen the question ¢f the annezation\

of phe part of the Bast Africa Protectorate

‘;ima under considerstion. In my opimion,




3.

the Sultan of Zanziber to Actingsi:

Consul-Gereral Holmwood, dated the 4th- -
Los{

of ‘ecember, 1885, Sultan

definitely agreed that Witu should be
witndrawr. from his Domirions. In
Article 11 o tne Arglo-German Agresment
3t tre lab of July, 1890, Germeny
expressly engayged Lo recospise Lie
protsctora.s ! Sreat Mritain gver Lne

N
of

malr.iand Domintarg ol trne 3ultan

resarding Witu as part of Zanziber, end

that view was definitely adspted in this

;')epar&ent #hen the q:eatioh of the lmﬁtidﬁ




