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Telephone : —VicTOmIA 8700, Exression . Telegrams —Frsunnres, PAnL,

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES.

T wwid delay, add:ese all . 43, PARLIAMENT STR
communioalions Lo
TuarTreeRIEs SRORETARY. Loxox, 4

-

“.'H' DEG.2

Roiwrune 1o, Pe @ 1879, !ofnou-bor, 1923,

Sir,
J <
o " 1 am difected to refer to your letter of 27th __
"v”‘/tf‘u/ ult., ipquiring whether the Ministry oan furnish certsin
|
L

lntcr-tton,rolnlng to the Biche-de- Mer industry, llf?'"
is desired by the Governor of Kenya, and I am to transaid,
to be 1aid before the Duke of Devonshire, a memorandum

(in duplioate) prepared by the Minietry from the
informetion available on the sub jeot.

I aa, Sir,
Your obedient nt,
2

e

AN
The Under Seeretary of State, Yo 2

. Oolunial 0fZioe, {
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Tolephone: —VicTORIA §700, ExTewsion - Tolograms —Fisuxnres. PAnL, 3 - -

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES. ;C‘ 47

io awid deiay, add o ali
communicalions (- -
Tux Frsuwnins Smonerany,

43, PARLIAMENT STRE§T,

LoNDoN, W” DEC _)-5

Aoy 20O /0% Dacember, 1923.

,f/’. I am directed to réfer to your letter of 27th
’)/V/"’ ult., ipquiring whether the Ministry oan furnish oertain
utu-uon,rollnng to the Bdoche-de- Mer mdutry, whish
is deeired by the Governor of Kenya, and I am to transait,
to be 1atd before the Duke of Devonshire, s memorandum
(1in duplioate) prepared by the Minietry from the
(j information available on the sub jeot.

I am, Sir,

Your obodlont&nt.

The Under Seoretary of State,

’ Golunial Off1ioe, i
, SN, . . - : A
’ ¥ .




Tolaphona : —VicTORIA 8700, ExTENsiON Telegrams —Fisunures. PAnL,

(

\,0147

To avoid doiay, address all 43, PARLIAMENT STRERT,

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES.

ions to—
THE FIsuuRiEs SRORETARY. LoNDON,
freone xo B @0 1879, 10€ Dassmber, 1983;
sir,

I am directed to refer to your letter of 27th
ult., ipquiring whether the Ministry ocan furnish certain
information, relating to the Bdche-de- Mer {ndustry whieh
is deeired by the Governor of Kenmya, and I am to transait,
to be 1aid before the Duke of Devonshire, s memorandum
(in dupliocate) prepared by the Ministry from the
{nformstion available on the subjeot.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient

—t



GENERAL. |

Beche-de-Mer also known as _‘gl_o,#‘ 18 & marine
food greatly esteemed by the Chimese. eonsists of the
dried body wall of eertain large Holothurians - (animels
known in England as Sea-euneumbers belonging to the

3o0ologieal elans of Rehinodermata), prineipal ecommsreial
spesies of Indis & lon {@ Holothuria seabra (vellail attai
or white deshe-de-Mpr). Holothuris Spinifer or “"red fimen"
is superior bdut is mot abdundant. Stieshopus ehlorontus
(Brandt) is very abundant but the body wall is very thin and
the commsroial value small. The most valued Australian
speeies 1is Stichopus mushl (Semper) with a market value
of 2130 - £180 per ton. lothuris seabra is not esteemed
in the Malay Arshipelago owing to the emormous sbundanee of
tiny Spieules in the skim forming a chalky layer whieh has

to be removed and other species are used whose names I am

not able to diseover.

CURING.

An sweelleont mecount of the Indisn Beche-de-Mer .
industry is givem by Mr. James Hormell (1917) who gives
statistios of the exporte from India as far as they are
aveilable. The average amount exported from 1098 to 1909
was 12,176 1be. ~© Sines 1910 these exports had fallem off
to l,"l 1b8 per ammum (im 1916). y sre usually shipped
to Penmang. The grest imerease in exports is due, not to any
searily of the Beehe-de-Mer but to the detertoredion of the
rlity. The msin euring Atations were in the hamis of the

inese who worked on appreved methods and produeed s
satipfastozy article. Teir trade was out out dy Isdian
merehants by ecareless methods turned out & very iaferior
artiele whigh ruined the trade. The ecorreet method of
euring is givem in Mr, Hornell's paper; briefly recapitulate
it 1s as follows:- e

The sanimals as Soom a8 possible are put imnto shallow
esuldrons over a fieree fire for about 50 mimmtes till the
animal® hsve shrunk to § their sise and give out a eooked
odour. They are them buried in.sand mear the water and b{t
moist by pouring on sea water. Here they remaia from 12 - 18
hours $111 ripe, them are disiaterred one by one, the
eurer running over eseh with his thumb to loose and dislodge
some of the ehslky imerustation, and are thrown into wide 1
shallow baskets. When fhese are half full a eurer jumps ~
in and treade out the mass while anmother throws on ®a water -
this removes the ehalky deposit. After a fimal rineing they
are replaced in the ssuldrons with ene sea water to eover
them and brought to boil point. rwerde they are laid
on mate and either dried 1ly or "’ﬂ in the oun or in s
smoke house over @ smoke . The 8 eviseerste them-
selves either beford euring or iam the esauldron.

In Australie and Malapeia the me thod is different e

On arrivel Q‘W—.r are boiled in csnldrons
for twenty mimutes, Shen $hey wre tskem out split up ¢

3 SRR '~ /lomgitudinally



longitudinally and exposed to the sun on the ground $ill

most of the moisture has evaporated. The largest specimens
are mpread open on wooden splints. They are then transferred
to & smoke house and laid on V!4re of wire netting and smoked
for about 24 hourd, the wood generally usad 18 red mangrove.
By that time they have greatly shrunk and resemble charred
sausages and are ready for market.

Mr. Hormell established a Government eur ing
establishment Tirupalakudi in conjunstion with the Chank
fisheries. According to his latest "Administrative Report
for 1921 - 1922" the faoctory shows s small profit.

TRADE.

The prineipal market for Beche-de-Mer is China and
Homgkong. Penag and Singapore appear to Serve however as
elearing houses for receiving and despatohing the produets
from the Duteh Indies, Bormeo, India,6 ete. According to
Hornmell, who gives statistios of the quantities and values of
the l.nportl and exports from these places, the trade is of
oconsiderable importance on the Australian coast. The industry
{8 ocarried on over a considerable part of the Indian Ocean,
Melanesia, Australasia and the Pacific Ocean generally, the
Phtllipine Ialands and Duteh Bormeo produneing large quantities.
The total quantity in 1916 imported for reshipping into
Simgapore and Penang from India, Australis, Borneo, the
Phillipines and many other countries amounted approximately
to 508 tons and had a value of about 281,365 (s dollar = 4/2).
The demand appears to be ooneiderabdle. In Prench Indo-China
a oconsiderable industry is oarried on by Chimese.

FISHING.

e animals are gathered by hamd by wading in shallow
water or diving in deepwater. The largest specimens on the
Indian eoast are in deepwater.

SEASONAL PROTECTION.

I have been unable to ascertain whether any sueh
regulacions are in foree. There 18 no mention of them in
Hormell's report, there did not appear to be amy restrietions
necessary as the supply was equal %0 the demand. Little is
known about the uprollouon of Holothuridae but some of the
tropical species are knmown to breed throughout the year. \
number of eggs varies from O to Sseveral hundreds but the exas

limits are not known even in one species. -~
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Quantity and Valne of "Beche de Mer" obtaimed in Auwstralia

'. during the tem years 1911 - 1920. Extracted from the offieial

Year books of Australia.

Year. Quantity. Value.
Tona. L.

1911 323 17,72

1912 450 25,142

1913 625 30,943

1914 531 27 847

19156 770 40,078

1916 513 30,222

1917 624 42 064

1918 468 48,933

1919 308 42,721

1930 - 70,898

-

NOTR; - The Beche-de-Mer industry is oarried on in

Queensland and the Northern Territory.
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