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Bupire Flax @rowiug Committee.

8ir,
1 am direoted by -uy/?:)zutee to refer to your letter
of the 13th January (No. 6/87“/22) respecting the position
of flax-growing in Kenya. My Committee note with much
regret that, owing to the apparent diffioulty of securing an
adequate return on flax, the Duke nf Devonshire ie ccneilering
shether he should ne. sugxest to the Kenya Gorernment thsat
they should advise those who are still nroducing flax * is
rontinue their endeun.curs. We sre asied to state ~hat are the
future prospents of flax sno »,-ther any steps are possihle
to secure the sale of Kenys flax at remunerative prices.
Your Department will be awere, that the cultivation
flax in Kenya is & comparatively recent departure. Many
persons who had never before grown flax endeavoured

this fibre when the price of flax was sbout £400 « ton roping

that oconsidersble profite would acorue therefrom. Flax,

however, is & fairly diffioult crop to grow successfully and

much experience i8 uecceseary iu .-der thet & rsadily ssleable

fibre mey be produced. Owing to the feot that retting and

seutohing can only be undertsken during the rainy sesson, 18

months usually elapee between the planting snd the time w~hen

the whole of the resultant orop becomes ready for the market.

Although growers in Kenya commenced the cultivation of this

plant when prices were about £400 per tonm, it 18 &an- unfortuvate

| faot that when their fibre was ready for sale the market price

v had fallen to about £100 per tom owing to the general world

depression in trade.
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A oconsultation with two of the biggest flax merchents
who handle Kenys flax enables my Committee confidently to
aseure His Grsce that flax osn be grown in Kemys to show o

profit, evem at present prices. They, therefore, hope that

the oultivation of this fibre will be encouraged by the
Department of Agriculture in every poseible way.

o doudbt the diffiemlty of marketing hae proved &
sonsiderable handioap to the development of Fenys flax due ,
to some extent to the poor fibre that was originally pruduced. f‘

—
The flax that (e now arriving from Kenys 18, Wwe are informad .
| -
of a very good juality ar e jut {n sume 0B88€E the best (
.
that {8 produced th 1 xltnh the excapticn c
; . .
perhaps of eome ° ‘he test sourtrant “lax. In this
()
nnection | tranemi' herew extract fr 1 [
v s
letter from the Plax Spinnere sssooiation ut Belfast. Te€ N
%
ing on various eamplee O ernys & tow <
o
Another reasgor he diffisulty of disposal wae | =
|
conservatism of Spinners. It will readily be appreciatec “ ;5’
that when & epinner turns out & regular yaru yesr et ! s
out, he becomes familiar with = ertain greds of flex wu.
{e obtained from & well-known souroe. Unt$1 flax from this %
obtain. the spioner 2

partioular source beocomes difficunlt to i

will not be inolined to experiment with other types of flax.

As far as Kenys is conoerned we have ascertained that this ;

ffioulties have

d1ffioulty has now Deen overcome, marketing a1

practioally vanished and merchants in tnis ogountry can readily
eell Kedgs flax within & reasonable time, snd spinuers reqaine

a oontinuance of those supplies to meintain certain zrudes
have established from them. They

of mamufascture which they

" have @isposed of this flax mot only in England, Sool

Ireland, but aleo on the Continent &nd Amerioca and there 18

AR 1 now



.informed that these Englieh import houses adivance up to £60

Bow a steady demand for {t.
The shortage of flax whioh led to the plant being

oultivated in Kenyas was dne %o the 6ollapse of Ruesin who,

in pre-war days, produced the bulk of the world supplies »f

flax, We are, however, informed that Kenya flax, ae -ow

produced by some growers, {8 better than mu~h of the tuseian,

and as there has always heen a0 inoreasing demand for the

better type of fibre, w8 my Committee hero{nro’ﬁuuL: irge

that steps should be taken in the Colony to ensire that the
flax produced should be of 48 high u iuality ue possible
especially 48 the higher grudes yield the greatest I 1%

the growers.
My Committee s glad to stute that the diffioulty
finanoing flax Crope in Kenys hae irn eome mesBure Leen et by

the oco-operation of London Flax Merohants who willingly grant

liberal advances against flax ready for shipment. Ne are

per ton f,o0,b. Momdasss for Number 4 vrade flax, and £2¢ per

ton for Number 2 grade tow, Thie hae no doubt been brought

about by the favourable opinion whiah merchante here have of
Kenya flax and 1t would not now appear to be necessary for
the Kenya Government to give financiul assistance, especially
seeing that looal Banke are still #11ling to advance money for
development.

The question of the development and subsequent disrosal
of flax ae prodused by Kenye 1s & wide problem and one which
cannot sa¥§sfactorily be thoroughly discussed by corresponde noe
If, therefore, there are any other points which His Gruce
might oare to raise on the matter, T am to state thut my

Committee will be only too plessed to send & small aeputation

to

-,
F
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to the Colonial Nffice in order that the whole grouna can

be coversd to our muitual satisfactinn,

I have the honour to be,

Sir

Your shbediant Servant

'%a/n//( %“w

Chairman,




" mXTRACT
& sp

-
ation
thelir &

)

FROM IBTTRR RECRIVED
{ b ASSOC AT ION

i iaabtatt bl Ll DL S S A

P S

Eennedy & Coe

The values set down
at by comparisen with pri
Irish, Rusdian amd other
yarns could be made from

at to-day's yarn prices.

District Gigﬁil. The flax from all this distr
handle scutshing and bal ng,

condit ion.

SE=I%]

[S]

e}
>

F
T
T

v » ,i‘.

A
B
o

wn

e retting,

lst G_z"ade warr

2nd weft
3rda " »
Str " »

Grade

nd fGrade

3rd Grade
Below "

£130.
£115.
£110

£30.

£1CC.

inted
anﬂ“:!n
6th ‘Pebruary in

for the various
oes dt present rul
flaxes, But this dces fNot" imply that
flax at these pri

rer t

samples examined shomed very

on ce.l.f. Be

littie difference

t
but
dist

ere was little Aifferenc
between the samples examined, -
they were distinctly worse than
the flax from the other estate
this district and were Judged
not suitable for the Belfast

1y

handliing of
the quality
rict

market .

£85. per tor c.1

£52. Very little
lst Grade.

£48.

- poor.

the Flax Spinners' Assooi-
and report thereon, mede
the stores of Messrs.W.W

grades were arrived

nces to oover cost

and was in good

for Courtrat,

ict was well

1fast.
-

from Gprede 2.
Al

thie lot was faip
not up to Gilgi1

.f. Belfast,

1ifference from



' Bria s
RXTRACT PROM IBTTRR RECRIVED FROM THE Flax T
sgndnn' ASSOC RTTON 1D, 3

mittee inted by the FPlax Spinners' Associ-
ation ‘Ken m &nd 'tow and repopt: thereon, mde
thelir éxam on on Z6th ‘February in the stores of Mesers.W.W,
Ketmedy &

The valtes set down for the various grades were arpived
At by comparisen with prices at present ruling for Courtrat,
Irish, Ruséian amd other flaxes, but this does mot” imply that
yarns Qau*d be made from flax at these prices to sover cost
at to-day's yarn prices.

District Oi%ﬁi]- The flax from all this district was well
andTe e rotting, scutching and baling, and was in 800l
cond it {on.

D' F A lst Grade'warp £130. per ton c.l.f. Belfast.

DTB 2nd " weft -£115.

DTO 3rd " L £110 emnples examined shomeq very
1ittle difference frem Orade

DTR 5th " " £80 .

Clstrict Zond'ar

F?S 3rd Grade £1CC. the handiing of ti.'s lot was faip
but the wality not up to Gilg1l
district

L S 3rd Grade ) There wes .itt e iifference
1 S 4th Grade between the samples examined, -

they were distinctly worse than
the flax from the other ectate
in this district and were judged

not suftahle for the Belfast
market .

Tow .

AP lst Grade valued at £85. per ton c.!.f. Belfest .

e 2nd Orade " " £82. Very 11ttle i1ifference from

. 1st Grade.

rs 3rd Grade " " £48.

MAF Below " = Fpoor.




mem e

brnd 1 g

i £
Or some previous ocossigns Bast Afrisan “had
10 very tightly pressed as to permanently {nJ the,
nnd lergely Jestroy its value, making 1t less aocep

£ the

00 v

s weight, say from 1 to 2 stone,

aub=committee were glad to see thy
htly packed, and consider the

ands are tre most suitable way

‘}




0r some previous oocoasigns East Afrisan Flax had bee
1o verv tightly pressed as 1o permanently injurs the.
and largely destroy its value, making i1t lese eaocep

menber: of the sub=committee were glad to see ti
wes rot too Lightldy packed, anmd consider the
ymd 1 ¢ a few pounds weight, say from 1 to 2 stone,

W t} ree bands are t) most suitable way
"

€ 1
I



Ad

3ot a} 189

/%

DRAFT Mmuq 23
an

//y / i) 5m\/lnl(u#/f, e mer’v‘/ 16

3"3
w(v\dm 8 ,A",r‘i«,,»‘qumfé
MNUT;. L
4 by 4\ A 401
B RN TR TRE SRR A o L

mﬂ”v ..\Q,? 21/ % a4 (G
“7‘”/

Mr Dawva . ) ~ /¢(.

™ §
Orindle g ‘1““ IWW‘# y /

v H Read

rJ Masterton Smith \({MM q {(ﬂ,q ‘ﬁl\h-;’ nl %(

Vv Ormaby-Gore

wke of Devonshire

9 ,Q Late be AaA 4/’%

okl Auanpe (é\ e ’QV( ¢4

° e L ad
t \/Ou’ law Cov Yw e (0
. o »M ks (» totest o (\um/
1N
[ Qe 4({6‘4 (




e wo o wopeoakl,
u/{a.dc;( gy\f&, ’6‘.(:..#

a"(/a;v‘:-‘

Sue—ro—i— 1z /‘«f\);/m r/

f‘\’l (IT'([ 1 / Vl‘]”’ 6

"4



//6 (ke /f\[( f&/e‘“‘ll %(4

7& dh?\-\t"zcc l(w( A A

m e Ju//7w/
2 ‘/‘é ,7(‘4 4\“07‘“‘/‘ 7
/{g‘" ,Fl”v"\’ A /t{n,‘?“ ™

e /’wm.)“'z Alan (yM ehles

s )



y?

7t N ofdect adicikd

A (‘01;,(7 7 lﬂ//fbﬂ % -&.{7/

r A Ay e : Af’-’/ M a Aequeak

Kl 1t ASpe of UR wnliuinll

(el accot K alhpefin

4 {Ii(‘f w? 1;1 () /@rcv.[@.

v

N o f h wkd iy

1114044 f.(d/,\ Ag /U he MMJ/W

ﬁ’ i (ot m/«.'z/x;r) ¥ e w,/

s ina il e Ao M
4 fake

e \I/}wd
A A,«% Jinbldisn 44 mwwz




‘ o g - S P
v lh N ofAedt wd caded. c,bqw'”o“

( ‘ {
A My e 4'-‘/ W a Aequesh

/‘\‘A / ‘/11 /\Q(//}( 0/,/ %‘%g’ww

b acwwof K Oulhpefin

/u‘ a@> /’if\)v‘/;&;l

"‘)‘ ' .’l /\‘ Lo pe 4 19
‘1({404 { Iy ‘{,\ AL .’; 144 f‘ldlﬂ/t /1@4/{{01‘
‘}71 :/lll yE€ & h AAJ/W) Yym /lL ?5('/;7”

flae ‘v(//'w-«,t }" la 4(2&1 &/Atdg

A ‘)A,gg,,wr&aau A recuns 4 fake
koo 3f po P M“Wﬁi«
et M Tee o MM{?
Saok et (mudm Sl

‘ %w/,»cmww #’WMX,,




