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’resident: Rt, Hon. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst,K K,6., 8%y ;o

Indians Overseas Associati¢ﬁj155
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April 27th 19 23.
[he Under Secoretary of State,
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1 have the homour-to enclose herewith six ocopies
of a statement on Kenya Colony situation issucd by my
Association.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

u 7WA v"//"~7
C ow. Secretary.

- . S L2



\ Short Statement of the Kenyva ( olony Situation

FHE INDIANS OVERSEAS ASNSOCTATION
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Mailway Unequivocal tributes to the § e f opulatic both at th
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John Ainsworth, late Chief Native Commissioner of Kenya, and Mr. W MuGrog e | ate
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Director of Public Works. Indian soldiers played™a leading pur:m the early days o“l"e eonq
nd pacification of the Pfotectorate, and the Indian confribution, in men, moaey and material, dur
the late War, in saving East Africa for the British Empire cannot be over estimated,.. bndians, ma
f families settled in East Africa for three generations, carry on the bull
e of Kenys Thes have invested their capital and enterprise in the count
ate voice in the #ettlement of policy or lin‘ imposition of taxatior
The public services are largety Indian in chara

1nd watil recently the very currency was Indiar

trade and com
t have been dean.! any ad
of which 18 paid by them

v oof law as Ind

pr

Composition
inged in ordus to give the win nority & commercial advantage

Foreign Office, the services rendered by the Indi
of the administration to t

Whilst the country was the
But with the handing over

recognised
Africa after the Boer War, bringir

i of Dutch settlers from South
s the local Government changed

f Buropean

population were generously
Colonal Office and the adver
them racial and colour prejudice, the attitude « nd a
the interests of the Indian pioneer settlers to thosc

for reasons of admi

with
Wdopted subordinating

ers of British nationality. A begimming was officially made in 1908, when
ve convenience,” Lord Elgin authorised the restriction of the issue of Crown grants of agricult
the Highland area to European settlers. It is submitted that this act, in itself, taken with

i
was a breach of trust on the part of the Colonial Office.

snsent of the Indian population,
Lord Elgin declared that the Imperial Government would be no party 1

There never was any public pledge to reserie

the
the same yme, however,
ctatutory discrimigation of a racial character.
Highlands for sole Indeed, large numbers of Indians are to be found th
acquire agricultural land. The grants of Crown lands were made, in due cours«

but without any restrictions upon subsequent transfer for value to Indi

European occupation.

but they connot

to the Europeans,
It was not until 1915, during martial law, when Indians were specially enjoined not to press t

demands for equal treatment and opportunity was taken to impose still further disabilities upon the
ton as to the Highlands was violated, and such transactions were prohibit
Indians have bees statutorily deprived of opportunities of mal

that Lord Elgin's declarat

by statute. In many other waj
ull contribution in the opening up of a still semi-barbarous and undeveloped country

their f

oy

From 1919, until the present time, numerous attempts have been made to effect a setehen:
»

each being met, however, with a campaign of abuse and violence direct

upon an equitable basis,
against the tndian community or the nur,‘i..,m.,, (when they were belieyed to recognise partially |

I ndign claim) by the white settlers. The ‘Indian community has, both ¥y deputation and confere:
es to concede largely in detail, if its claim to equal treatment were admitted
an honest attempt made to apply the principle. This admission was.made at '

principle and
Imperial Conference, 1921, Whtl{&]\lll}illlt"lhip rights for Indians o\w»a were recommend:

South Africa alone standing out.

shown its willingne

to make &

After various P
and India Offices, in consultation with the Government of Indin, agreed upon a series of proposal
Governor to’be placed before the European snd Ind

in applying this principle in Kenya, the Colon

HIGHLANDS
ire not recognised by thé India -Office, the latter Department resers ing the right 6 reopen

The Colomal Office regards itself as bound by previous history and policy,

estion & a convenient later date

SEGRBGATION. ~ The policy to be abandoned, subject ta.the administration of building and

tary by-lmws of general apphication.
-

-

PRANCHISE. All adult white British Subjecfs af€ at present entitled te registration
It 15 not proposed tu disturb their rights, but in future all Betish or British- rn;'“ .:
t5. regardless of race, willghave to acquire an educational and or property qualifi zlh"v\ \nm
N practice, not preventing any average white British stitler ,’i.m Mmmmu: \I;tc‘: "‘.:i
tically exclude from the franchise, at the commencement, nine-tenths of the Indian pc l-‘ -
mon electoral roll s provided for, as well as a majority of at least sct2n out “' (':clil:)‘:l‘:"-
it 1

seats for the white population

IMMIGRATION.  No further restriction, but the Colomal Office (eserves theFight f
ct ieserves tRETIRhE, in case of

impose sucii restriction

Fhe Europeans have refused even to discuss these proposals, They insist up

ition of the Highlands for themselves (even preferring white aliens to British In‘ ’XI""”‘“”'""'HC
rd Elgin’s pledge to the Indians in 1908. They still demand racial s Rregation ) r’h N "‘""'
ntemplate the possibility of a common franchise and a common electoral i'n.” b |“|-“ '
wl communal electorates, in order that they may not have to submit to |I\‘J-H{m“d
titution and so.as to retain a permanent majority o e

They arrogate to themselves

Idition to the over-riding white official majority e o, Yo
s« than 10,000 aliens and officials included—the status of a self-governing l)nmm:-:m“" o
llowed to exclude the immigration of Indians, who represent the far "“"-‘"d"‘"m
r‘.nmn “They reject the doctrine of equal citizenship for Indians, Igid down by thrlml:mm"
crence, 1921, as a " flatulent platitude.” In fine, they will- neg t‘dcnﬂt for C e
nunity, either now or in the future, any but & status of racial inferiori ;“""_“f’“’
rdination. They allege that their present stand is malntainedin order to M:: :he w!““l
the white ruling race and in the interssts of ip. The Colody hias /'
nistered.as a native trust, but mainly in the intefests of the white Settlets. Nativ. i
«tantly been over-fildden and thelF interests ignored both. by the loeal Mmin'ﬂt' hay ¥y
te settlers. Owing to, and so I there is d, an official maj ' r“"m 'w 4
be fully protected (if that be the Colonial Office policy) no matter svhat imn:" 1agn mm?‘
have the larger numBer of elective seats in the Legislative Cagncil, o AP

The Indians accepted the proposals j winciple of cual

tizenship.  They, however, steadily mmcm ltt:n:;‘ m‘h:p:' rutmd
n Indian immigration. under the colour of general legislation which, in ;‘::' 'hlhn :m.
v white

migration virtually ubitoyched. The people of India claim the same i
" " ‘ ght of access to Mlenyy as
ple of any oth.'-g! of the Empire, and s they have exercised for centuries, but m‘t:.f:

which were sent out last &MM’(N
communities. These proposals heve iever been officially published and they have been i

in garbled form at pean public meetings, with . \
g fostered I onder o prevent & settcment. e offcal propossh, which do nctin 1+

, provide for i dmmtmh,m,nu..q_.”:
M‘ e o

niding which has bec

that should be

favours the immigration of white

it Qithes
ority until the natives
¥ ey, . g




hie t e Thewr oo affaics, . It C13ims that the natives are more likely to learn the arts o

Civmasation from a commuiies that s making a stand for equality of upportumtrﬁkMA

Bensi i than froan one that demands bomage unmrmandmm In addition, it claim
Inei c dee not Ll with these of the mmgcnnm, pul but are !
theret The Tndians rejeet s commuggl franchise on m..gmundumnuundemmt.uhxh
. I il S R esia Indians- and Burofans have always enjoyed a common an

trhe | o~ whoaodl have a magority of voters for many years to
i1 thoemsalves dionot want it: that the liumpnnhtmrnd it in order mmmu
Howfness ol makes them contemptuous of the nan-white veter ;_that it will ¢
ans) L il il relations impossible; that it will efieourage racial
dside the Lewislature . that the Europeans hope by its means to obtaig & pérmanen
£ the nen oftioal element i the Legislature : and that a common franchise ith & com
ket result i the election of only moderate men of both races, who tan be relie
th ' i wie o the country. But who at présent are able to make thex
o ul hen ae three successive Viceroys have borne witness, is fegiinded 2
P4l wmcorits India. as an equal Member of the League of Nations, is entitle
et mationals o the Brtish Crown Colony of Kenya in no way inferior-to @
- Johbouring mandated Territory of Tanganyika.  She has been assure:
' e Brtish Commonwealth is her ideal, her right, and her privilege. bh(
1 Conference that has, with the exception of South ,\lnu—vhm
" tie have alveady created an Imperial crisis of considerable magnit
M | tizenshup  Kenya i~ Indfa's oldest place of settiement within the British
» sctthoment that long antedated the Empire; in fact. But for the Indian merchants, who firs

U Bt trade 1o Keriva, the British flag would not be fiying there now. If the frst step
s cqualits of Citizenship are not to be taken in Kenya, under the thmtdvioiw;uhpﬂ
of the wihite settiers. notwithstanding the Imperial Conference resolution and the solemn
of the Britsh Government, which s pledged, to religious and racial neutrality, the effect
stitution of the Empire will be profound-wnd fundamental, and India will be

future either- f racial subordination within the British Commonwealth, which

Commonwealth for the non-white races, but a racial Imperialism, or of wullen,
outside the British Confedamtfon.
It 1s these facts that deputations representing respectively the Indian w#‘ th

Kenya Indian commumity will shortly be placing vigorously before the m#m
sment, and upon the succesé of their mission the future of the Empire will lrgely
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