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8loane Square,
LONDON, 8.¥.1. 1let August, 1923,

The Rt. Hon, /
The Duke of Devonshire, X.G., GeC.M.C.,

Colonial Secr etary,
Vhitehall,
LONDON.

Your QOrace,

It has not been possible for me to obtain +111 tn-day
& copy of the Wnite Paper entitled *Indians in Kenya*, and
hence the delay in writing tc you this letter.

I comsider it would be ungracious of me if I refrained
at this time from éxpressing to the Imperial Government , on
behalf of the Missiomaries and of the African Natives of
Kenys, my very great appreciation of the terms of the gen-
eral policy which has been laid down by His Majesty's Gov-
eroment for dealing with the points at issue in the Kenya
controversy.

The opimion recorded that ®the intereste of the African
Natives must be paramount, and tnat if, and when, tnose in-
terestes and the interests of the immigrant races should con
flict, the former should prevail® must be looked upon by
those with the welfare of the Africans st heart, as a pro-
l;\mou wortky of the best British Colonial traditions,
and ome that wil) 80 down to history in Kenmya as a Charter
of African Native rights.
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The Alliance of Protestant Miseionary Socisties in
1918 definitely asked the Government that

& Missionary

be appointed to represent unofficially native interests ‘
on the Legislstive Council. They did so, believing that '
it would strengthen rather than otherwise the hands of the |
Government officials who particularly represented those ‘
interests. Last year the question of a Missionary being |
on the Executive Council was also mooted. That His |
Majesty's Government has now agreed to the suggestion that
& Miseionary be nominated on both Councils, and that the
European Settlers have expresced themselves as in agree—
ment with the idee, must be a matter of gratification to
the Miseionary bodies. I can assure Your Grace, that the
Protestant, and I believe, also the Roman Catholic Mission-
aries will welcome this opportunity of assisting the Gov-
erament in their great task of trusteeship for the Africean
natives, and that they will help by every means in their
power to make the present settlement ome that wil) allay
recial feeling and that will encourege racial co-operation.

Before I lert Africa, there was grave anxiety felt
Amongst the trives of Kenya as to the insecurity of their
lande; this hed resulted from the alienstion of territories

Occupied By them fog $he purposes of Buropean Settlement .
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The Alliance of Protestant Miseionary Socisties in
1918 definitely asked the Government that a Missionary
be appointed to represent unofficially native interests
on the Legislative Council. They did so, believing that
it would strengthen rather than oOtherwise the hands of the
Government officials who particularly represented those
interests. Last year the question of a Missionary being
on the Executive Council was also mooted. That FRis
Majesty's Government nas now agreed to the suggestion that
e Miseionary be nominated on both Councils, and that the
European Settlers have expresced themselves as in agree
ment with the idea, must be a matter of gratification to
the Miseionary bodies. I can assure Your Grace, that the
Protestant, and 1 believe, also the Roman Catholic Misesion-
aries will welcome this opportunity of assisting the Gov-
erament in their great task of trusteeship for the Africen
natives, and that they will help by every means in their
power to make the present settlement ome that wil)] allay
racial feeling and that will encourage racial co-operation.

Before I lert Africa, there was grave anxiety felt

A-om the trives of Kemys as to the insecurity of their

lands; this had resulted from the alienation of territories
Ocoupied Wy them foy $he purposes of Buropean Settlement.
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This feeling of insecurity was not altogether allayed uy
the assurance of your predecessor in Office, the Rt. Hon.
Mr. Winston Churchill, to the effect that their interests
in the matter of land were being safeguarded by him. I
believe that they have no desire to €0 back on what hae
been done in the past, but they would like some form of
legal tenure to be given to their trival representatives,
to be held in trust for them. I am sure the pronounce
ment of His Majesty's Government as to a general policy,
will do much to allay the feeling of insecurity that they
have had, but if Your Grace would enable them to obtain
some form of legal tenure to secure to them their lands
in perpetuity, I am sure the native tribes would welcome
it as a first real expression of the trusteesnip >f the
Imperial Government.

Although, nat irally, this matter is not dealt with
in the Memorandum, it does arise incidentally in refer-
Snce to the proposed grant of lamd to Imdians in the Low-
lands, I should be wromg did I not put forward the view
o°n behalf of the natives, that the sufficiency of land for
the African natives, both as to present and future needs,

should pe gone into before amy further alienation of land

takes place. I believe from what the Indians have said
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that they themselves would be prepared to acknowledge
the first claims of the Africans in this matter.

Finally, may I thank Your Grace and those con-
nected with you for your courtesy to me personally, in
the position I was invited by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor to fill, and for the opportunities afforded to me
of éxpressing my views on matters which I considered
affected native interests.

Believe me to be,

Your Grace’s most humble servant

}.M W Awa
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