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i CEDAR WOOD FOR PENCILS.
Mr.
{ast. U'S. of S.

Fwds further information obtained as to
suitability of Kenya wood, its place in the
market in quality and price, and its prospecl
of competing successfully with American wood

States as to progress being made with

Verm' U.S. of S manufacturing firams; deprecates practice of
stamping pencils "Kenya Cedar® at this early
layl- US. of S. stage.
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This was discus=ed with Sir R,
Coryndon on Monday and the accompanying
drafts are the result.

I do not quite accept the view
which he expressed that the Roval Sovereign
Pencil Company are not entitled to any
"quid pro quo" for any assistance they
render in improving their own business.
seems to me tnnt'if there is anything in their
proooult.hay will be improvine the business

" of other buyers of cedar wood kb® to

eoqual




MINUTES

equal extent/.nd that they will de
assisting the cutters of f.luvmd,
and through them the Government
of Kenya itself.

But I fully agree that
preferential railway rates are
undesirable if not improper, and
would be an unsuitable form of

"quid pro quo”.
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of course,

3. Mr. Phépps 1nformed me-he had seat semples of the wood t

LG nears

1y @11 the pene1l makers or note in the country end tney, three firmg
had sald 1t was quite as good ae American seconde; two fifme guyq f &y
it would compet+ith American wood when & proper pr

it ‘had been discovered and one

ocees to%tpreat }
firm (name not discglosed) wrote that

with the ordinary Processes uged 1p pencil factoriee it woula

poseible to sell 1t a8 American Cedar, the difference bei:

£1l1lght that the lower cost would tempt fiprme to do thie.

4. I was much impresged with the amount of attention thet

Phippe and hie partner had gilven to the matter anu I

4 Ni ve 10 Goubt,

but that they have be n instrumenta) -1n bringing tie

wooc to thne

notice of the trade far more erfectually by pereonal interviewe

etes than coyld have beendone by correspondence by timber ierchunts
N 1

‘reeident in the Colony. At the : ne time I cannot help feeli:

rather doubtful ag to the advieabilit,;

/ of etampin pencils witn
the name of the wood 1Nt1l such time ang &8 & result of further K-
Periment, really first clap: Pencils cin be turned out. At precent
the wood 1g on trial and any husty step such us ets ipli, pe:
which are liable to warp with "Yemyu Cedip" aight 1 1

pre judicing buyers againet the woond.

I have tie fonour to bhe,
Sir,

Your obedie

! Tat. L




Zﬂ..f-a.r)

NUTE.

Mr. Dawis.
Sir G. Grindle.
Sir H. Read
Sir J. Masterion Smith
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—f SirH. Read. Z-
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Sir J. Masterion Smith,
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Dubke of Devonshire 2_

2 drafts.
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Downing Street,

-

3 uay, 1923,

Sir,

With reference to the 1
from this Department of the 28th of
April, T am. &c. to inform you that
as a result of a discussion with
511‘ R. Coryndon, a despatoh has

been sent to the Officer

Adminstering the Government of Kenva
(A)LA; b

r his views and those of
the General Manager o0¢ the !'panda
Railway as to the pomsibility of
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B./20676/23,

KENYA,
4
\ S/L Downing Street,
AN .
= May, 1923,
DRAFT,
ATTISCOMBE, ESQ. Sir,

¥ith reference to the 1 etta

from this Department ot the 28th of
MINUTE.

April, T am. %c. tc inform you that

Mr. Bottomley.z/
as a result of a discussion with

Mr
Hr. ‘lr R. Coryndon, a despatch has
Mr. Davis
Sir G. Grindle been sent to the Officer
; )
—{- Sir H. Read. “— ”
< Adminstering the Governmen t ¢ Kenya
Sir J. Masterton Smith

/ Qa . 1
Mr. Ormaby-Gore. Y‘M' his views and those of
l)uho/llﬂxmhn

the General Manaper o¢ the "panda

Railway as to the p ssibility of




reduc ing the railway freight on cedar wood

consigned by any firm up to a maximum of

1,000 tons for each firm.

I am tn state that Sir R,

1= not felt himself able to

s grant of special terms to the

Rova 5ovéreirn Pencil Company in return
for *re communication of a special

process of sclecting cedar wood for pencil
purposes

I am &c.,

(Signed) H | READ




reduc ing the railway freight on cedar wood

consigned by any firm up to a maximum of r;
1,000 tons for each firm.

7 T am to state that Sir R,

ndon haa not felt himself able to
“
re the grant of special terms to the
Royal Sovereign Pencil Company in return
for the communication of a special -
procesa of aclecting cedar wood for pensil
purposes
T am &c.,

(Signed) H | READ
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My

Mr.

Mr. Davis.

8ir G. Grindle.

Sir H. Read. 2

Sir J. Masterton Smith k

Mr. Ormaby-Gore. ﬁ

Duke of Devonshire
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Corvndon 18 stro

ly

sed to the principle of giving an)
specia 1ivan tage f thies kind as a
. 7
"auid juo®™ tc the Roval Snv'ereiqgi
‘ ’ 7
.’1
Pericil par but in.conformity with

4

g
arrangements made in swelr cases Where it

L i Zad
satimulate an industry,
bjection to a reduction
in freisht for cedar consigned by any fim
unt - e industry is on a secure basis, subject
toa limit of 1,000 tons for each firm.

be glad if you will

natter with the General Kanager

zanda Railway, and let me have your

views= an early mail.

I have %ec.,




Mailway freipht charges.,
‘

RSP
3. Sir R. Calryndoﬂq"{a strongly

opposed to the/principle of giving any
[ « PRI

special advantage of this kind as l;
) 7R -

NS ey

. p /4; Ny
- "quid pro quo" to the Royal ﬁo%ﬂiw .
i : LA« X
79 \
i!mcil Company, but 1n.confomit; with
, X 4
'arrangements made in pmel cases fhere it

’
"4—1‘(&&

] bcoraspa
wtv‘deaimble to atimulate an industry,

v

he would see no objection to a reduction
in freight for cedar consigned by any fimm
‘unttl the industry is on a seecure basis, subject

t0o a 1imit of 1,000 tons for each firm.
4, 1 snall ve plad 1f you will
consicder this matter with the General Kanager

of the Uganda Railway, and let me have your

views by an early mail,

yre
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: ¥ 2b uay,1928
Dear Battigeombe,

Since I got your letter of the 6th of M
on the pencil eedar question, ] have had no
opportunity of speaking to the Governor until toe

I quite see mtmummd
the Colonial Office letter of the 3rd of Uay is o
to the interpretation ydu put upon it. The point
really was that instead of the 'quid pro quo' fer
Johnson being in the form of a concession, (which |
was said Johneon did not nov want), it was to tak
the form of preferential treatment as regards
railway freight, and this the Governor could mot
agree to.

3ir Robert Coryndon is, I think, not
anxious o bFdelr with the Royal Savenaign people
altogether, and 1 believe he is writing to you on
the subject, and if a9 wore appropriate form of

‘quid pro quo' can be devised, the matter of

obtaining
BATTISCOMBR, £3Q.




Downing Street,
b uay,1923.

Dear Battiscombe,

Since I got your letter of the 6th of May
on the pencil cedar question, I bave had no
opportunity of speaking to the Governor until to-day.

I quite see that the second paragraph of
the Colonial Office letter of the 3rd of lay is opmm
to the interpretation ydu put upon it. The point
really was that instead of the 'quid pro quo' fer
Johnson being in the form of a concession, (which it
was said Johneon did not nov want), it was to take
the form of preferential treatment as regards
railway freight, and this the Governor could not
agree to.

3ir Robert Coryndon is, I think, not
anxious to bpelr with the Royal Saveneign people
altogether, and ] believe he is witing to you on
the subject, and if ¢ more appropriate form of
‘quid pro quo' can be devised, the matter of

obtaining
BATTISOOMBR, £3Q.




jaining Johneen's process need not be altogether
e
jndoned .

Yours sincerely,

4 4tk
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HINTON: COURT,

‘ :;,./éﬁﬁ /(zb e 'HEREFORD.

6th. May 1923,
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Since seelng you on Thureday I have

©

Dear Bottomley,

) recelved Sir Herbert Read's letter of the 3rd. inst.
from which I learn that the idea of taking advente
Jolneon's offer and & quid pro q 18 to be abandoned.

In view of the decision I presume Johneon will
advised by the Colonial Offiee and that further ction

by me will be unneceseary?

I cannot help regrettin: t ralin

Yours sincerely

e T NoAtse o L

18
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HINTON
HEREFORD.
17th. June 192
A. Johnson Esq.
The Royal Sovereign Pencil Co.

Neasden.

Dear Mr. Johnson,

With reference to your letter of the 9th. April I have
to inform you that Sir Robert Coryndon, Governor of Kenya Colony,
who 18 now in this country, has given very careful consideration
to your sugzestion that your Company should recelve & Juld pro que
in return for granting facilities to Forest officlals of the Color
to be instructed as to the quality, grading, sawing etc. of Cedar
glats and billets for the manafacture of pencils.

Sir Robert Coryndon rcuch reyrete that he 1g inable to
entertain the proposal, at all evente for the present, #nhlle Le
fully ap reclates the importance of fosteriny and encoura.ing t.e
trade in Kenya Cedar there are so many other infant industriesin.
the Colony which also require foeterin, and encouragement and wh,

are being developed by private enterprise that he feele Le le &m

unable to grant special terue for any one particular industry.

Yours faithfully,







27 April, 1923,

Dear Coryndorn,

I enclose copies of Battiscombe's two

letters about pencil cedar. We shall, no doubt,

find time to discuss when you are nere on Monday

afternoon.

Yours sincerely,

.

p

IX ROBERT CORYNDON,K.C.M.G.
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27 April, 1923.

Dear Coryndon,

I enclose copies of Battiscombe's two
letters about pencil cedar. We shall, no doubt,
find time to discuss when you are here on Monday
afternoon.

Yours sincerely,

e Coforete

-

Ik ROBERT CORYNDON,K.C.M.G.




16th April, 1923,

‘
i

The Mor Secretary of state
for the Colonies.

8ir,

With referemce to my conversation with Mr
Bottemley and Major Parkinson on the 6th and 11th inst..I
have the honour te infomm you that I nave nad an 1ntorv1&-
with Messrs Haigh and Johnson of the Royal Sovereign Peneil
Co. and have discussed with them the subject of the extend«
ed use of Kenya Cedar for the manufacture of pencils,
2. T should mention in the first instance that the
firm do not subject Kenya Gedar to ary softening process
but they are alive to the advantages of softening it if a
satisfactory process can be discovered.
3. At the present time they are not using Kenya
Cedar for the manufacture o! their highest grade pencile,
though they hope to do so eventually; the pencils actually
being made of the wood at the time of my visit to the
factory were ones with coloured leads and those to be sold
cheaply.
4. At the present they are well satisfied witn the
quality of the wood they are receiving from Messrs Bonser,
Nakuru, and the quadtiity too, a little over 20 tons a menth,
1s quite satisfactory. &. is obvious that in addition to
enquiries as to a possible method of softening tie wood
there are other lines along which research and enquiry must
be conducted before the wood can be used with any degree of

certainty as to its ultimate behaviour after having been

manufactured



o assbias wosies Haigh and Jemmsen
w-.u ne mt they had already come to the ocndlut-
that the wood requires careful and thorough seasoning and
to this end, and failing any artificial process of dryia :
they have decided to keep the billete as roo;tvod from

Kenya for at least & year in order to season them.

5. Of course the initial selection of the wood is
of prime importance and this selection should take place
in the Coleny in order to prevent wood of inferier
quality being exported; in this cennection Mr Johnson
strongly advocated Government appointing a "grader" and
that all slats or billets exported should bear his mark as
having been passed in a certain grade.

6. In the matter of granting the Royal 8overeign
Pencil Co. a quid pro quo in return for granting
facilities %o Forest Officers to become acquainted with,
and to receive instructien in the selection, grading and
haidling of Cedar wood I had a leng discussion with Messrs
Haigh and Johnson and I was given to understand that they
did not wish to be granted any particular forest area or
to be given the first refusal of such; they also pointed
out to me that they did not derive any benefit fram the
rebate of royalty allowed by the Kenya Goverrment on slats
and billete exported and sold, as they bought their
supplies from Messrs Bonser and Co. who receive the rebate.
%. I enclose a copy of a letter which I have

received from Mr Johnson and in which he sugcests that

his Company should be granted free railway transport o
2000 tons of wood from Nakuru to I@flindini; this is
equivalent to asking for the payment of a bonus at the
rate of about 27/« a ton; I do not anticipate that the
Kenya Government would entertain the request, at the
Same time I am of opinion that a modification of the
M 0.8, & partial remission of thd freight charges
] : Aven the' it wolld be



" “vm't uun afford to employ a 'cnln". it "‘“1
be of very material advantage to sqw-millersto have Mj
assystance of the local Forest Officers in helping them
to select their wood properly and, what would ®e of still

more importance, in helping them to reduce waste;

Mr. Haigh informed me that when he '!.»“- Messrs. Bonsers

mill he was much Styotkvith the amount of waste which

might have been obviated had there been expert advice

available as to the selection and handling eof the wood.

9. The question arises as to how much the Government

can afford to pay for obtaining such * ingide informatioge

of the trade and how far it would be justifiable to
as=ist one fim to exploit the wood in the hope that

such expleitation would bemefit both the trade of the

Colony and other firme handling Pencil Cedar.

10. While I do not at all agree with the -tntu;xmt made
in the &?xd. paragraph of Mr Johnson's letter. I am of
opinion it would be only right and proper if advantage
be taken of the firm's offer to instruct Forest Officers
in what may be termed their "trade secrets”, that their
Pioneer work should be taken into consideration in
negotiating an adequate qQuid pro quo.

11, I beg to suggest that the Kenya Government be
cammunicated with by telegram, to ascertain if they
would be prepared to consider the proposal of a, partial
remission of the railway freight charges in return for
infoimation to by afforded by the Company it being
understood that the Forest Department would have to make
provision. in it's uu-nn for the payment of the
‘m.r-n in the ml.ht n\o. tbt the quantity would
m for the firet







(. THR® ROYAL SOVEREIGN PENCIL CO. LTD.

% . a
LONDON , ¥.¥.10.
Aprad otn 19,

)

Dear Mr, Battiscombe,

In reference to the interview we had here

this morning, it is with much satisfaction that we leamn
that the pioneer work we have done in connactien with
the exploitation with regard to Kenya Cedar for the
manufacture of Pencils has been recognised by the
Authorities both at Home and in the Colony.

We also notice that a tangible form of re=cog-
nition would ve considered as some recompense for the
work effected.

The difficulty of trying to find this quia pro
quo has all the time been very present, anc it seews to
us that a means would be for the remission of Rallway
freightage from Nakuru to the coast on & aefinite
quantity as transported from time to time. We woulc
therefore suggest that this quantity be 2000 tons, and
that the remission shall be that the Railway freightace
from Nakura station to Kilindini shall be remitted ir
full.

We on our part shall be pleasea to p.ave &ll
the information which ie in our possession 1irn thle hancs
of one or more of your Forestry Departnent, inclucir,
personal instruction as to quality, pracine, sawing, etc.
together with any information which may come into our
possession at a future date in reference to treutmert ot
this wood to render it more suitable for ite purpos:,
and the then ruding prices, anu the commercial nancliin

generally.



&

) ® \otoro m umns,, aRd wball be pleawsd to Nave i
5 Ch any dectaion you come $8 &t your early sonveniewos, /!
\ ¥

Yoyrs M.&fully, ete.,
For The ered ).nou Co.Ltd .
gt - e, - "

Director.




HINTON COURT,
HEREFORD .
24th April, 1923.

The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.

8ir,

Kenya Pencil Cedar.

I have the honour to inform you that I hac an
interview with Mr Pickering Phippes and nis partner in
England - Mr Burdett - on the 10th inet. on the subject
of the use of Kenya Cedar for the manufacture of pencils.

Mr Phipps has been very active in trying to
introduce the wood te the notice of manufacturers and has
gone as far as to have pencile made to his order so as to
convince the trade of the suitabiiity of the wood for thre
purpose. His efforte have been so far successful that a
firm - Meesrs. Chambers and Co. - have usec tne wood for
making their first grade pencils and nave stamped them
"Kenya Cedar®. I am unaware of the fim'e standing or if

they are in a large way of business. Mr Pnippe also tolc

me that the London & N.B. Railway Co. nave given a contract
for a supply of pencils to be made of the wooc. I must
admit that I did not consider the pencile snowm me, as
really firet class on account of their having warped, but
this defect would be obviated by proper seasoning. Mr
Phippe also showed me some pencils made with Kenya Cedar

wrich




which had been treated with Paraffin wax in order to S
soften it snd others made with water seascned weood, the '&_
latter were rather harder than Sntreated wood, the former |
were, of course, considegabdbly softer. ‘_
3. Mr Phipps informed me he had sent samples of tho‘
wood to nearly all the pencil makers of note in the countr
and that three ftmms had said it was quite as good as
American seconds; two firms said it would compete with
American wood when a proper process to treat it had been
discovered and one firm (name not disclosed) wrote that
with the ordinary proceeses used in pencil factories it
would be possible to sell it as American Cedar, the
difference being so slight that the lower cost 'oulé tempt
firms to do this.

4. I was much impressed with the amount of n.tantlm:
that Mr Phipps and his partner had given to the matter and 1
I have no doubt but that they have been instrumental in |
bringing the wood to the notice of the trade far mere I
effectually by personal interviews etc. than could have
been done by correspondence by timber merchants resident in
the Coleny. At the sam® time I cannot help feeling

rather doubtful as to the advisability of stamping pencile
with the name of the weod until such time and as a result of
further experiment, really first clase pencils can be
turned out. At present the wood is on trial and any hasty
step such as stamping pencils which are liable to warp until
"Kenya Cedar® might do .much harm in prejudicirg tuyers
againest the wood.

I have, etc.

(8gd) B. BATTISCOMBE.
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DOWNING STREET,

»ZH— July, 1923,

Dear Lambert,

We have for some months been
trying to find out how we could best
encourage the Pencil Cedar Indbetiry i:
Kenya. Ti.e matter wase brought
prominently to our notice by Colonel
hanklin’the Trade Commissioner in
Rast A!‘ricul when he wae on lLeave at
the end of last year and he arranged
an interview at this office with

V.
llr.\J.hn-onla Director of the Royal
Bovereign Pencil Company/'ho has been

much interested in Kenya Cedar, 8o

far as the Royal Sovenign Company

iteelf




