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Seacks,

CHURCE MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Kshuhia,
Port Hsll,

February 1l4th 1923

Dear Msclennan,

You will have received my cable today probabdbly and
I am relying upon your acumen to discover its meaning. thie
letter will reash you after the events which calléd for the
ocsble have occurred.

Until lest week I did not anticipate any serious
oconsequences of the threat of the Convention of Associatione
{more commonly the Settlers' Parliament) to teke action if
bome decisions on the Indian question were forsed upon this
country., I have been shown sufficient during the last wed

to change my opinion. Through the loocal planting aseociations
the white population is pl to armed resistance if the
minimus demands for immigration restrictions are not met,

and sll compremise on eleotoral and segregational questions

are subordinsted to the immigratiom clause, The white opposi-
tiom to Indisn claims consists of better cless Europeans |the
majority of whom have held commissions in army or navy) who

have been nm::i: during the past year and who seriously

um’hto over the government of th&’country "in the
name 02 the contradistinction to the suthority of

::.. officerTs® of the Crown who are betraying the Empire
deserting their ¢ triots under the insistent pressure
of Indis.” They int s coup d'etat, and wish to effect

s dloedless revolution, counting on the sympathies of

their frieads, the white officers of Police and King's African
Rifles, to paralyse the effectives of the existing government.

ntly they 4o mot wish to disturd anyone who is
willing to oarry on as best he can under a de facto government:

aen whe srekmown to be immvocably bound
of the existing order are to be quietly

to

removed, aad £111ed: missionartes and administra-

l_tnﬂ-.!hq,ﬁ“ Ri"Teket to oarry om without having to submit
) to any form of

-




Ite hard to believe: one's tempted té talk of comie
opera until Ireland ocours to one's mind.

The whole proposal bristles with terrifie risks, and the
majority of Buropeans under the pledge is alive to them, and is
desperately afraid of the choas which one hot-hesded fool
may precipitate: but they are seriousyenocugh conserned with the
progut of Indian domination, to be prepared to face risks: the
spirit is by no means the comic opers spirit, but a feeling of
real dresd of the oconsequences of their action, snd yet of moral
obligation to the vow which most of them have taken. The ifitent:
of most is only to put up & really good bluff, bitits a dluff I
should not care to call. I think the plsh stands a good change
of success, 80 far as police and K.A.R. go: I don't think the
officers would lead their men against Englishmen; the dangers orop
up when it oomes té poliocing the oountiry, sett the native an i
example of farce which he not be slow to follow, and maintaini
go.u and eecurity in the Indian basaars and locations. If its

t off I pity the home govermment. What may heppen is that
the ernor, Who realises the ‘”"Ri“ the situstion and is
busy meking hno. may retire. The of Secretary, on bei

to take over, will alse retire, and so the business will be
held up for s month or two, during whioch the home gov. will loek
round for dependable troops t0 mccompany & new governor out here.
This will gi= delay ostensible move on the part of the
"provisional government"” ocrowd.

Personslly I think that orowded suburbs of low-cdbss
Indians artisans, even if lands ave denied them, will operate

very 4 usly nrlmh:b!u.:m- {le::u “uh to see
av on ° application
-4 Indien goml h'.,ht the native might have a .
‘ ve
the

i
ch.‘w' to E own. enocugh foreigners to last
us e s 1 that sdninigtrative officers in
native to their guns, simply to protect
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the natives against acts of aggression and to maintain peace -
whatever happens and it may happen within a week or tem days.
My gdble went to you, becsuse the previous general cable from
mission sources did not inolude a repetition to your office, and
the primary object seems to pull every string possible until
the home government is fully prepared to call a bluff whkich

may end in serious resistance and a guertlla warfare by men who
kno# this big country and its natives from end to end. What
will happen in the native areas if it comes to that, heaven only
knows, probably the murder of most of the Indians and the looting
of their stores first, afterwards general chaos.

Yours sincersely,

Handley D.Hooper.




