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M&nor Hoim«, 

OUnflald,

HorndMUi,

Hants.

i&th Hay, 19a3.

Sir.

1 dave tne nonour to draw attention to tne fUeetlon 
of the Vol-Taweta Railway and to request that serious 
ooneideration be giren to It before final Inetruotions

are leeued.
I aust express isy considered opinion that It woul^ 

be a grare alstaxe to lift this link between Kenya and 
Tanganyika Territory.

The Tanga-Hoahi Railway may be dlTlded into 
Tne first or coast section from Tanga

2.
two sections.
to Hkumbara, about 100 miles, runs througn good country.

It is statea to be 
The port of

and this section should remain.
d to need relaying.in bad conultioi||^

Tanga is Tory inadequate, but it will take dhows and

small coasting steamers, and will well serve a line of
Tnis port would onlyrailway one nundred miles long, 

be made Into a good deep water port by the expenditure

of very Large sums - if even tnen.
The second section, Hkumbara to Hoshl, about 120 

miles, niM througn arid and sparsely populates country.

The Under Secretary of Stats for the Colonies,

Downing ftreet,

S. *•
* -o

I
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and wlll/not In any case pay a railway:

line Itself is in fati; condition.

The'Vci-Taveta (or Voi-Kaiia) line, about iiu 
iniles, runs through poor country, ana ii. tiuit respect 
reaembles the Moani section of tne Tanga-lloshi Rail-

it is said

4that t

way.

' 3. It 13 apparei.tiy a^reea uy aii that the

line from Tan^a to ILicumbara must be realigned, re^raaed 
a/id rtpiaceJ uj c.oou material, 
the aectiOM between Mkufflbara ana kuo.ii in Taiitjan^iKa 
Territory, or tne section uctween 7oi aiiu kQb,ni (iii 
otner words tne Voi-Tavutd, or 7oi-i£ajic line) in Kenya 
Coloiij IS b> sacrificed for the purpose.

T..e question lo wneti.er

It lb

abi;um*-o ti.at new caiital canr.ot bi* i'uond. Tnere are

three factors to Coi.ai aei « jI' ene,ineering; of cvici,

Ab lu tne first, It woala beeii.and nroad policy.

l.j .lit Li.e ..ecll.'i. uetwC'tii kAUiuLaJ aeabier ai.a qui'.A.ei

and ko3/ii tnai. tJic Voi-Ka/.e b»ction; i.ei Lite; roentvj

tpecial a 1 f f 1a i. L1 es , ai.d Li.i;e lo not

l, Luc Viyi*-K**..c bectioi.

^ CliOo-. ( .

Ij. LilC maltt.4.

18 (or was) tne property of l..» iro: off.ce, 
nave tu be ^^aia for by Kenya il it re.naiiii., ui.- . 
TanganyiJta Terntoty if it is liftea. 
to be £50,000, a very low puce, 
will be in tne end a cobtly care^ain '.r T-n an, il-ra 
Territory, for iriOOt::. tne sht-ri ran^a-kAu:r.ua: a ■n^.j . • r-

... .1an.

Tr.c CpoL Id dald

I DCs. i c ve Im- , .rc;.a.. i

naps pay, tne longer line from ran^a k,..ini lo verj

unlikely to pay. I believe It will oe a loo

for Kenya because of the reasons I e>fve later. I Cu

not now consider the cost of lifting ana Iran... ortixi*^
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elther section because there will not >e much difference 
nor do I consider the coat of rein either case;

0jnditionlri(S tne Tanjia-llkumbara section in Tanganyika 
Territory If it is replaced or tne cost of recondition^ 
ing tne 7ol-Kahe section in Kenya if it rai^n^, whore ■' i 
it is because so oiuch depenus upon the aablkitw.or the ' _

thrift of the Gorernaent concerned. The only figures 
available were too hastily prepared and are too vague 
to bg-d'f ue^.

That is tne actual position tj-day; 
are tne reaao ns for reconsidering tne present instruction 1 
that the Voi-Kahe section is to be removed?
Associated Chambers of Coianerce in last Africa, the 
2ast African Sectioi. oi tne Lonaoj. Cnamoer of Commerce, 
the Government of Kenya, the new General Manager of 
the Uganda Railway - an official of wise experience in 
railway policy - tne Special Commissioner (Colonel 
Hammond), anu iinallj t-.e Buropean settlers in tne 
Moehi and Arusha area are stron^l/ in favour of the 
retention of tnis link.

whatS.

The i

There is at present a free iiiterchange bee 
tween Kenya, Uganda and Tangan,,ika Territory of goods 
whicn are the growth, proouce or inanafacture of eitner

6.

country, and it is highly desirable to extenu this
The retention of the linkmeasure to full free trade, 

from Voi to Moehi will facilitate tne extension; its

removal will retard it.
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a iiaaabre »t teiecmtion tetwien tha ■aet'^lfrioan 
aapeodsnoUa will b* aaairable;

▼aluable^factor in closer, cneaper 
/ admin%trati(^. '
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this line will then
I ana betteribe a

It may moreoTer be witivln the bounhe^ 0‘

of possibility that the whole baeie of the exleting

for Tanganyiica Territory may bo moat radicallyioandate

altered, and one may well imaeine that it would ba 
very unwise on Imperial and political grounds to remove 

already in existence with the adjoining terii-a railway

tory.

TheThere is a further point of value. 
Bconomlc Commission of 1919 regarded the Voi- 

valuaole feeder of tne main Utanda

9.

Kenya

Kahe line as a
Upon this main line every endeavour is oeing 

reduce rates for bulk produce, and moreover the
Railway.

made to
considerable and increasing facilities at tne ocean 
port of Kilindini maxe it clear t;iat produce of tne 
Moehi and Arusha districts will oe handled much more 
cheaply and expeditiously than is possible at the 
small and comparatively useless port of Tanga - tne

■A. .. u*

g. c ■
haul, incidentally, to Kilindini is forty miles shorter 

The Uganda Hallway is a main arterialthan to Tanga, 
system with great advanta^^es of low freic^iits for 
produce and adequate port facilitiee, and all possioie 
feeders should bear some assured relatuhsnip to future

dsTelopments.
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^ Biis aatiar char* local aabltlona/
or oonpotltlon should find any opening. 
thlnJc that a High Cossslsslonsr for British bat Afrloa, 
whose duty It would be to consider the true Intereda 
of last Africa as a whole, would reooaaaend the aaasurs

If'"! hara not 
expressed my opinion before it Is because the Kenya 
Government hasnot been hitherto consulted.

10.

I oannot

against which I now enter ay protest.%

On the above grounds I bsg that the 
Secretary of State will again consider the queetlona

11.

1 aa, Sir,

Your obedient servant.

‘j
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