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The Under

Rer
R 2123
Manor House,
Clanfield,
Horndean,
Hants.

15th May, 1923.

8ir,

I have tne nonour to draw attention to the Qéestion
of the Voi-Taveta Railway and to request that serious
consideration be given to it before final instructions
are issued.

I must express my considered opinion that it would
be a grave mistaxe to lift this link between Kenya and

Tanganyika Territory,

2. The Tanga-Moshi Railway may be divided into
two sections. Tne first or coast section from Tanga
to Mkumbara, about 100 wmiles, runs througn good country,

and this section should remain. It is statea to be

in bad con-uuor.m to need relaylng. The port of

Tanga is very inadequate, but 1t will take dnows and
small coasting steamers, and will well serve a line of
railway one nundred miles long. Tnis port would only
be made d4nto a good deep water port by the expenditure
of very large sums - 1f even tlnen.

The second section, Mkumbara to Moshi, about 120

miles, rums througn arid and sparsely populateu country,

Becretary of State for tne Colonies,
Downing Street,
8. V.
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either section because thereé will not.pe much difference
in either case; nor do I consider the cost of re-
conditioning tne Tanga-Mkumbara section in Tanganyika

Territory if it is replaced or tne cost of recondition~

ing the Voi-EKahe section in Kenya if it remaipns where

it is because so much depends upon the ambition or the
thrift of the Government concerned. The only figures
available were too hastily prepared and are too vague

to bg-of usg.

8. That is tne actual posltion t&-daj; what
are tne reaons for reconsidering tne present 1lnstruction
that the Voi-Kahe section is to be removed? The
Associated Chambers of Comnerce in Bast Africa, tne
Bast African Section ot tne Lonaon Cnaaper of Commerce,
the Government of Kenya, the new General Manager of
the Uganda Rallway - an officlal of wide experience in
railway policy - tne Special Commissioner (Colonel
Hammond), anu Iluall, w.e Buropean settlers in tne

Moshi and Arusha area are stron.l, in favour of the

retention of tnis link.

6. There i8 at present a free interchange bee
tween Kenya, Uganda and Tangan,lka Territory of goods
which are the growtn, prouuce or manufacture of eitner
country, and it 1s nighly desiravle to extend tnls
measure to full free trace. The retention of the link
from Voi to Moshi will facilitate tne extension, 1its

removal will retard 1it.




7 It is probable that a time will come wnen
a deasure of federat‘iron betwben the Bast“African
dependencies will be Jesirable; this line will then

rr S
e a ysluable:'(actor in closer, cneaper and better

1 \
admin} at\ratiqé. i
! A ‘ .

,‘ 8. It may moreover be witnin the bounds
of possibility that the whole basis of the existing
mandate for Tanganyika Territory may be most radically
altered, and one may well imacine that it would be
very unwise on Imperial and political grounds to remove
a railway already in existence wita the adjoining terrk

tory.

9. Tnere is a furtner point of value. The
Kenya Economic Commlsslon of 1919 regarded the Voi-
Kahe line as a valuable feeder ol tne maln Uganda
Railway. Upon thals maln llne ever, endeavour 18 Delng
nade to reduce rates for bulk produce, and moreover tne
considerable and increasing facilitlies at tne ocean
port of Kilindinl make 1t clear tnat proauce of tne
Moenhi and Arusha districts w#ill pe nandled muci more
cheaply and expeditiously tnan 1s possible at tne
small and comparatively useless _ort of Tanga tne
naul, incidentally, to Kilindini 1s forty miles
than to Tanga. The Uganda Rallway 1s a maln
system with great advanta_.es ol low f:rel
Jroauce and adequate port facilities, and all
feeders should bear some assured relallonLsalp future

developments.




10. _ - This is not a matter where local ambitions
s

or conp.éition should find any opening. I cannot
think that a High Commissioner for British Bast Africa,
whose duty it would be to consider the true intereds

of Bast Africa as a whole, would recommend the measure
\against which I now enter my protest. If T have not
expressed my opinion before it is because the Kenya

Government hasnot been hitherto consulted.

1l. On the above grounds I beg that the

Secretary of State will again consider the question,

I am, 8Sir,

Your obedient servant,
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