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1 had a discussion scme time sgo with Lord Cranwerth
regarding the forest concession granted to him and Mr.

Berkeley Cole on Mount Kenya.

Lord Cranworth's contentions were briefly that the

Forest Department had delayed demarcatiom of the arcas and
a definite settlement for a number of years and that their
interests had suffered thereby; that the area whieh Mr,
Cole has worked for some years on the west side of the
mountain was worked largely under another lease granted to
certain five farms in the neighbourhood, and very little

under the Cranworth-Cole concession; that when the area

was granted in the first place the Forest Department did
not know that side of the mountain, and neither they nor
Cranworth-Cole realised that it was a poor timber area;
that when in 1921 the area was demarcated by a Forest
officer, the officer was satisfied that there was not
sufficient workable timber in it to justify it being con-
firmed; that another concessionaire, Captain .arry, had
been permitted lately to cut largely over the area granted
to Cranworth and Cole; that Mr. Cole's cutting up to date
has done no harm to the forests; and finally, that as

having taken a real share for many years in the pioneer

The Under Secretary of State,
The Colonial Office,
8, W. 1.
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work of the Colony fhey are emtitled to consideration.

He suggested as a final setilement of the whole question

that they lhoulo"mnroly abandon all elaim to any area

on the l;lt side of Kenya, and that the 2,000 acres

granted to them on the south side of the mountain, but
hitherto unworked, should be inereased to 6,000 acres as

in full settlement of their claim; he added that he and

Mr, Cole would be quite satisfied with any 6,000 acre area .
on the south slopes of the mountaim in the neighbourhood
of the 2,000 ‘sen area already granted, which a qualified
forest officer should demarcate and certify as containing
a reasonable quantity of workable forest timber.

As Mr, Battisoombe is away in Canada I have not been
able to consult him, but I expeet he would rather demur
at this proposal as being unduly generous. But I am in-
olined to approve, for it is not a large area in itself,
it is at present remote from a railway, and I agree that

proved pioneers should receive consideration.

As I have not been long in Kenya I would prefer that
such an arrangement should receive approval from the
Executive Council, and if the Secretary of State is in
agreement, I will bring the question before the Council
as soon a8 I return to Nairobi and obtain a final settle-

ment.

I think, however, that an understanding should be
arrived at to the effect that the concessionaires will pay
any survey fees due on the demarcation of the 6,000 acres

on the west side of the mountain, and any fees due for the
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survey of the new 6,000 acre area proposed to be granted

on the south side; and that they should undertake to

inetal the necessary machinery and to work the new area

to the satisfaction of the Forest Department as soon as

the new Thika-Nyeri branch railway reaches Fort Hall. |
I assume further that they will pay the rents and royalties
?nn acgording to Forest Department regulations from the

date the new arrangement is confirmed.

I think it right to 244 that Lord Cranworth protested
most strongly against the statement made in one of Mr,
Battiscombe's letters that the original lease had been at
one time offered for sale or sub-lease to an Indian; he
stated that there was absolutely no truth in this allega-
tion, and as the lutm:’t implied a roﬂ.qtion upon the
political honesty of the oonc.ulomiru: Mr. Battiscombe
should be asked to disclose the source of hie information.
1 am glad to register Lord Cranworth's protest, but I hope
he will be prepared to leave the matter where it now
stands, as I feel that no good, but,on the other hand,
much 11l1-feeling, will result from further contention

upon this side issue.

I think it would be wise to send a copy of this
letter to Lord Cranworth and to ask him if it is a sub-
stantially correct statement, and if he will be prepared
to accept it for himeelf and Mr, Cole, subject to con-

firmation by the Rxecutive Council in Nairobi.

I have the honour to ve,
8ir,
Your obedient Servant,
k\ _
\~ \ Lo ANAOoN
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