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SANITARY AFFAIRS
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8ir,

1:ave the honour tn refer *+o your des-

—

- ‘ patch No.30 of January 19th respectinz the
- sanitary condition of this Protectorate.
W 2. The subje~t a3 a whole and in particular

1 the varicu, points speacially dealt with in ¢ i

that iespat~h have received my close and | &

earnest attention since my assumption of 'iit’ 1
and, although, ex®ept at Mombasa, I have not
yet ha! an opport liity'nf making a Adtailed :
personal ememination, I am satisfiel from the -
information which I have reteived Prom the

Principal Medical OPfPicer 'ani other cfPicers

that neci fo. ameliorative measures most 1
certainly exists, '*
8. The Pirst desideratum is undoubtedly the

creation of a Sanitary 3taff, on the subsequent
omnendationg of whish our Puturs action

must necessarily largely iepend. The Principal

Medical 0Officer has made tne requisite pro

vision in his dratt estimates for 1913-14 and

after ?11]1 consideration I have endorsed his

proposal s

TR RIGHT HONOURABLE

LENIS HARCOURT, P.C., M.P.,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STRET. LONDON, S.¥.
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(%)
explanation probably lies in the fact that
Medical Staff has hitherto been too fully %

occupied with other work to render the necess

reports with sufficient expedition. In Puture

this duty will be assigned to the newly Pformed

Sanitary Department and its approval will be

an obligatory preliminary to sanction fo, the

inception of any such works as those referred to

by you.

6. I have recently visitea Mombasa aund have

had an opportunity of inspecting all parts of 4
the town, both Buropean and Native. As =2
result I find that matters in the African and
Iniian quarters are far from satisfactory, the
two first essential improvements to be ePPected
beinz the evolution or a ayaiem of gurlface
drainage and the removal o the abattoirs to

a situation outside the inhabic': area. The
former shouiri presenl Pfew difPiculties, as

the configuration of the ground with a general

re

seaward slope is very Pavourable. The sireetis

and by-ways are; however, extremely narrow and
\
tortuous and their hepeless irregularity will

materially increase the cost and complexity
ol any scheme which may be a-lopted, “or
will nol be possible tc interPere tc any great
extent with the existing buildings and

thoroughfares. I am instructing t

Works Department to prepare the date

4

to enable the Sanita authorities t nake re

ommendations in this respect ani to give mome

estimate of the probable outlay. In the mean-

while any discussion of ways and means would
be premature.

e TN o



7. As regards the prevalence of malawia in
Mombasa a local Sanitary Committee has been
appointed, which is endeavouring inter alia teo
efPect a reduction in the number of mosquitoes.
I fPear however ithat no great improvement is to
be expected until we are in possession of spe-
cific sanitary recommendations in this ~onnect-
ion and can proviie the funds to carry them
out.

8. I have inspected the Buropean Hespital at
Mombasa and must agr-e that it is lacking in
many of the essentials which such an institut-
ion ought Lo possess. The building is old and
inconveniently designed Por its purpose, most
of the rooms are dark ani ill-ventilatedi and
there is neither operatinz theatre nor sterilis-
ing plant. I think that it would be useless
to attempt to effect any improvement iu Lhe
exigting structure, but it is situated on an
excellent site, and in my opinion the solution
suggesticd by the Principal Medical OfPicer is
the best, viz: that a ward should be erected
as an adjunet to the present building and the
latter converted into an administration block
ani Sisters' gquarters.

I have not however been able to include pro-
vision for Lhis work in the estimates Por the
coming year as the funis at my dispesal have
been appfopriated Por purposes of greater
urgency.

9. The female lunatics in the Gaol at Mombasa
though confined in the same building, have not

latterly been in association with the Pemale

convicts
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conviets, It has, however, been always recog-
nised that the utilisation of a pvtton of the
Gaol as an Asylum was in the highest degree
undesirable and the arrangement has always
been regarded as a makeshift. Accommodation
nas now been provided at Nairobi andi the
female lunatics will be removed there almost
imnediately.

10. Turning to the measures Por dealing with
specific outbreaks of infectious or contagious
iisease in the town 1tsell andi for preventing
the introduction of such diseases Prom outside,
the erectinn of Lhe Infectious Diseases Hospi-
tal, to which your sanction has already beenm

ccorded, shouli form the first instaluent of
a comprenensive scheme, and the building will
be constructed with iLhat object. Such a scheme
W1ll involve the establishment of a complete
Quarantine Camp on thoroughly up-to-date lines
and this I regari as most essential. I attach
a letter Pfrom the Principal Medical OPPicer
on the subject ani musi express my entire con-
currence with the principles which he has
enunciated, though I cannot agree witn some of
the practical neasures which he advocates. The
time has in my ospinion undoubtedly arrived
when ws should take 8teps to render ourselves
indepsndent of Zanzibar in the matier of Qua~-
rantine. The contribution ¥Yhich we make annually
Lo the Prison Island Station is greatly in
excess of the benefit which we derive there-
from and its distance from Kilindini is such
as would cause considerable inconvenience if
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we had to use it to any great extent. We shall

doubtless have to compensate the Zanzibar
Goyernment if we abandon it, but I think that
ve should no hesitatle
expenditure, The trade of Momba
jini 18 increasing so rapidly that
be most regrettable 1f the ports acquired
bad sanitary reputation, 12h would
levelopm
that no
The cost will
agrunting probably

£1,400

prepare Budget,

e greater

an area round Kilindini
Island by mean

Pence, but

©88ible
"ith Mombasa by water
The proposed Pence would in my opinion be

escessively costly, extremely unpopul
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e useless. I cannot therefore regard it
any way a practicable expedient
12. The reservatic P an area Por
business purposes an: ° moval
dential

any greati

leveloj
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