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VISIT TO COASTIM>.

1912
th D*o»ib«r Sulmitb reoarlcB as to the townnhip of 

Kilindini Harbour Worke-CuetoniB Acconrio^tion.Rubber 
Plantationb.Mombaba-Uallndi Ro^h,Comt^ Steamer 
Coniaunication,Nati¥eb of the Hinterlemd.Coneuiiption of 
Palm Wine,Cocoanut Plantations and the ravageb of the 
beetle.
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sir, >

the honour to report on certain 

interest and Inportance which received 
reoent visit to the Coast,

I have

luhjeots of 
■y attention daring my

I have already addressed you In my
of 27th ultimo In regard to the

2.'fW
despatch No .822 
wuiltary condition of the township ^f Monbasa

detailed recommendations of the1 uod, pending the
rflll, I hope, shortly be 

Indicated the general lines on
departrontal expert, who 

appointed, have
anelLratlve effort will in ny opinion mostwhich

advantageously proceed.
of but little avail and a conprehensive sohene

Isolated experiments will

be
must be drawn up before we can effect any subs- 
tantlA Improvement,

The surface drainage of the town and theI

renoval •’k
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Vcaoral of tko MrkBto and slaaiditor )io«mb. which 

are now aost nnauitahly plaood, will bo aaongat 

the first natters to be dealt with.
In tto asanwhlle Instructions for the erect­

ion of an Ipfeotious Diseases Hospital have been 

Issued and the work has been taken In hand.

\ •

While at uonbasa I Inspected the Kllln- 

dlni Harbour Works and was gratified to find a 

large area available for their future extensloni 

The Engineer In charge is now taking borings 

and Is preparing a report on the site and fom 

of the new deep-water Pier.

3.

I went carefully Into the question 

of CustOBS aoconmodation both-at Uonbasa and 

Killndlnl and an satisfied that the work of the 

Department will be greatly facilitated by the 

transfer of the Head Offices to the latter port. 

Considerable inconvenience Is at present expe­

rienced In controlling the work fron Uonbasa, 

where It Is hoped eventually to deal only with 

the trade from India and the Persian Gulf.

The existing facilities for handling cargo 

are quite inadequate and considerable congestion 

results but this oan now be renedled in view of 

the sanction accorded to the neasures which I 

advocated In wy despatch Ho.8T8*of September

1.

t

88th.
lO-

Ttai rubber plantations which I had the
opportunity

8.

i
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dictlBOtly dl**ppol>rtl*€»

aid liallndl

oontlltlo“ for
road Mtwaaa MaBbasa6. Ttoa

requires to be pat into a proper
and I have

Public Works to give
Little or no hoary

requested the
this natter his 

traffic at

cycles ahd pedestrians 

Director of
early attention.

It and It 18 not necessary
carts or waggons.

present proceeds along 
to aake It strong enough to carry

carried outtherefore heThe repairs needed can 
snail cost.at a very

conplaln generally
coaeunlcatlon

the coastHesidents on7.

lack ot regular steamer
intermediate ports, 

is unsatisfactory, as the firms

of the
The

between the various

present service
the ships will not arrange for calls unless

owning

It suits their convenience. This is however a
AS the planta-

whloh will regulate itself.natter

tlons are brought under 
gf produce will Increase in
be offered in sufficient quantities to make It 

worth while for the steamers to

cultivation consignments

bulk and cargo will

put In at stated

intervals,
to understand that theI am further given 

Union Camtle Line oontenpl*** ^be inception of a ^ 

.o«rtal service but the proposal bas not

taken definite ' r
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itiw« of the hinterland are
dlB-

». The
!■ a Tory haotarapd eoadltlon and appear

Offort for their own ad-

f V

InellBWl to
wanooaont. They show no deelre for plantation 

or any other kind of work. They have not been

;o angr

wery cloeely administered hitherto and when an 

additional officer Is stationed aaongst them, 
as proposed In Mr.Bowring's despatch N0.6IB of 
September Bth, an Improvement will doubtless

iT-
be effected.

The consumption of and traffic In palm-wine 
the moral and physicalIs most deleterious to 

welfare of these people, apart from the damage 

done to the trees themselves by the tapping

necessary for the aciiulsltlon of the llQUOr, 

and I am considering measures to restrict the
within reasonable limits or oven possibly 

prohibit It altogether.
practice

The condition of the ooooanut planta-
Not only, as

0.

tions Is far from satisfactory.
I l»ve just remarked, are they weakened by tap­

ping, but they have suffered very severely from
If new plantations«

the ravages of the beetle, 
are started the young trees will certainly be

attacked and I would not therefore recommend 

Europeans to take up this branch of tropical 

agrloultiifm until 'Uie Existing state of affaire 

Is remedied.

4

1 should prefer the native owners themselves
ts ‘j‘ ■
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■*« epwiioate thl» pert rat 
brre raderTowed to uonse the Interest of the»

Arab and Swahili Elders with whoa I have had 
Interviews on the natter, 
can be attained In this

If no anelioratlon
way It will he necessary 

to resort to legislation to enforce the destruct­

ion of affected trees.

The Dlrectdr cf Agriculture will he requested

to send the Plant Instructor fron Uaieras Govern-
■ent Earn on periodical tours along the Coast 
Bolt to exanlne and report on the condition of 
the Native Plantations at*i to give all 
and assistance in his

advice

power towards the exter- 
■Inatlon of the coooanut beetle by the inhabitants.

I have the honour to bo.
Sir, •

Your huable, obedient servant,

GOVEHNOB.
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