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December 7th 1912.

No.849 ~
8ir,
I have the honour to refer to Lerd
?92— Elgin's despatch No.756 of February 17th 1908

gsjlg, and to inform you that my attention has lately {
F‘ been drawn by the Police, Judicial and Legal

% Departments to the inconvenience and unnecessary
delay and expense which is sometimes caused
by the present procedure in force as regards
the return of fugitive oPPenders under the
Fugitive Offenders Act 1881.

2. In the application of this Act to the
Protectorate under the provisions of Article
13 (1) of the East Africa Ordertin-Council
1902 the High Court is substituted Por a Magis-
trate or Justice of the Peace of a Colony or
British pessession and every case under the
Act has at the present time to be referred to
that tribunal before preceedings can be in-
stituted.

3. When the 6rder—1n-Counci1 1902 was pro-
mulgated there was very good reason for pre-
scribing that the Judges of the High Court

THE RIGH? HONOURABLE should
LEVIS HARCOURT, P.C., X.P.,
- SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
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should exercise the pewers conferred under the
applied Aot as they were the only competent
legal suthorities in the Pretectorate but new
thaj Magistrates have been appointed who are |
Pully Qualified to perform any of these duties
I submit that these powers should be extended
“to them alse. .

4. As the Provincial Commissioners are also
Magistrates of the lst Class but are not pes-
sessed of the necessary legal qualifications
it is not intended that they should be included.

6. I venture to suggest therefore that an
alteration in the Law should be made by an
Order-in-Council providing that in the appli-
cation of the Acts applied to the Protectorate
by Article 13 of the Order-in-Council 1902 any
Magistrate holding a Suberdinate Court of the
1st Class and appointed by the Governor in
this behalf shall be substituted Por a Magis-
trate or Justice of the Peace of afColony or
British pessession and I think that if this is
done the operation of the particular Act in

‘question will be much facilitated,
+ I bave the honour to be,
8ir,
Your humble, ebedient lervant;
<)
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