NATTVE DISTUR3ANCRS IN SOTIK DICTRICT

Senas copies of telegrams ae to.In conseguence of
apparent sericusness of nituation K.A.R. and Police were
despatched.The trouble as subsejvently localised by Mr
Aincworth and situation is now normel.Whole affair arose
from astault of two const-~bles by Sotik and was exa%@amted
Yy ! ! 30] .Criticises {xis conauct.ds hap Deen
called upon for explanation.States as to fine of Sotik.
Reports in press are totally unjustified.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE™ jan - 1
NAIROBI, "‘——-‘1-~»~~M
BRITISH EAST AFRICA.

ST AFRICA PROTECTORATE.

No.897. Decenber 28th, 1912.

1 have Uhe honour to0 report that on

the 24th of November lasT I received a telegram
from the Provincial Commissioner Nyanza stating
that, owing to the proximivy of the Masai, the

B card < :
___lé ————— . warriors of the Sotik and Lumbwa districts were
in a very excited otate, and asking that one com=

4

s might be immediately

s within a=few hours

pany ol «ing's africen Rille

de spatC] . This telegram wd

followed by a second, describing the condition

of affairs as serious aud reporting the impossibi-

lity of discussing the matter unaccompanied by @
display ol force.

2. Accordingly 1 deemed it advisable to

act without loss ol time and I despatched Ly the

first availuble train 24 men ol the 3rd Battalion,

King's African Rifles, with a maxim gun, under
y the

& RIGHT HONOURABLE

i

o

LEWIS HARCOURT, P.C., M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATH FOR THE COLUNILS /
: . ) !

DOWNING STREET,

i
i
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the command of Lleutendnt J.F. RBdwards. Instruct-

>1ons were also sent to Lieutenant Lloyd Jones

who with 45 men was en route to Nairobi after being
relieved at Maragwet, to proceed with all speed
to join Lieutenaut kdwards at the Goverumeut
Station at Kericho. These troops were further
reinforced by the preseuce ol as munyﬁpolice as

could be spared frouwm the various ~in the Pro-

vince. Mmeanwhile the Provineial ioner had
left for the scene ol operations, accompanied by
Mr.Partington, a former District Commissioner of
Kericho, who is intimately acquainted with the
characteristics of the Lumbwa and possesses their

full conf idence.

'

3. On the 27th of November T received a

telegrau from nr.Aiusworﬁgggggorting that the

trouble had been localized and that the situation
was apparently not one to give cause for alarm.
Subsequent intformation has served Bo coufirm this

view.

L

4. The whole affalr seens o have arisen
from an assault by a sectiou ol the >otik on two
native constables sent by Captain Brook, Assistant
pistrict Commissioner, to seize some cattle be-
longing to the tribe which had strayed trom the
Reserve into the Chepalungu Forest. During the
affray the rifle belonging to one ol the con- _
tables was takon fron him, but this was return-
ed on the following day. It would have seemed

natural for this action to . have formed

€
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the basis for a mutual understanding on the matter,

but unfortunately Mr . H.R.Montgomery, Assistant

pDistrict Commissioner, who arrived at this juncture
and assumed control of affairs, entirely %ailed

to realise the situation and at ounce reported the
position as critical, and that he and his brother
officer were entrenching themselves as best they
could in anticipation of a general rising. In

the light of subsequendt informatioll this statement
can only be characterized as exaggerated and uli=
justified. A meeting of the elders was convened
to discuss the situation, at which Mr.Montgomery
was invited To attend, but he retfused on the
ground thuat several meibers were uhsentees,;wpg;g;:?
as his preselce, coupled with the exercise of a :
little tuct ;;ﬂ discretion, might well have been
instrumental in bringing about an amicable settle=-
ment. Tn fact, rather Thai use every endeavour

to maintain peace, he appears to have given cre-
dence to the numerous wild rumouss that reached

his ears and to have abruptly broku{%GﬁF relations
leaving the people with the impression that all
subseyuent negotiations could only be backed up

Ly force of arms. The result was that ol the
arrival of the trouops the tribe was reported

to be in a state of panic. I am at a loss 1O
understand Mr.Montgomery's conduct throughout,

and T have called upon him to furnish an explana-

tion which I will transmit to you in due course.

5. For




5. For their attack on the police const-
ables, the people of Sotik have been mulcted of
100 heifors. These animals have not yet been:

sold,but I consider that vhe proceeds of the sale

should be utilized for the banet it of the district

and T should be glad to receive your sauction to

this proposal.

6. The whole occurrence has beeil most un-
fortunate, amd has origiuated entirely frow the
hysterical wording ol the telegrams frow the
Adwinistrative officers on the spotv, coupled
with the" dasual and misleading use of the term
"Luwbwa", whereas one siugle section of the SOtik,f

only was involved. The latter moreover are a

=
e

small and insignificant clan whereas the Lumbwa
are a powerful tribe of warlike characteristics,
[ do not for a momwent believe thut there was
over any danger of an armed rising and T need
hardly say that the reports which have- recently.
appeared in the columns of the local p ro s8° &P
absolutely devoid of foundation. The appear-
ance of the patrol will, however, undoubtedly
have @ good effect by impressing upon the rest-
less members of the tribe the intention and the
ability of the Governmeut to take iumediate

steps to repress all acts of lawlessness; and

to ensure the future maintenance of peace I

propose to station an Administrative officer

in




in the district with some 20 police. The state
of affairs is once more normal, and the troops
engaged on the patrol will shortly be available

for other duties.

7. I transmit herewith for your inform-
ation copies of the original telegrams, togékher

with the subsequent reports on the situation.

I have the honour to ﬁe,
Sir,

Henos, P3ricd

GOVIERNOR .




TELEGRAM FROM KISUMU TO OHIEF SECRETARY, NAIROBI.

PRS-

DATED NOVEMBER B4TH 18132.

DISTRICT OOMMISSIONER, KERICHO, INFORMS ME
YOUNG MEN OF SOTIK OUT OF HAND DUE TO PROXIMITY
OF MASAI AND TO ACTION OF BROOK UNDER AN ORDER OF
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER SOTIK HORNED OATTLE FROM
CHEPULUNGU FOREST SOTIK, SAY WHAT MASAI BHALL NOT.
HAVE OHEPULUNGU. LUMBWA NATIVES REPORTED IN BXOITED
STATE AND NOT REAIABLE. POLIOE PORCE IN PROVINCE
INSUFFICIENT TO MEET mm’ MUST ASK FOR
DESPATOH IMMEDIATELY COMPANY l.A;.l!.. WITH MAXTIMS

WITH LEAST POSSIBLE DELAY. I AM SENDING ALL AVAILABLE
ARMED POLICE FROM HERE AND MUMIAS. I PROPOSE PROOEE-
DING LUMBWA PIRST TRAIN AND GOING ON T0 KERICHO.

P.C., Kisumu.
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PROM P.0., Kieum. ('—(3,6 o

fo Ohief Sesretery, Nairobi. - ‘
Dated 85th November 1818,

No. 9718/8/12 transport errengements
w11l be made for K.id«Re otop I intend proveeding
lunbwa temerrev and sccompanying Bawards to
Kericho am tgnu Partington who has intimate
bring ¥. Watkins act for Partington meantime
Horne who is here remains Kisumm pending arrival
Vatkine,

Provincial Commiesioner




TELEGRAM FROM KISUMU 70 OHIEF SEORETARY, NATROBI.
Dated November SSth, 1019.

No. 8787/8/iR. Yeur code telegram
this date duly received, I will do as requested

and keep you fully advised, every effort will

be made arrive satisfaotory miu.

P Provincial Commissioner,




Situsbion here spperently st slssming

trouble localised and in Partington®s hands,
vill 56t T think epeesd  will sepert meve fully

L omorrow.




folegram from Kerioho to Chief Seoretary, Naiprebl.
Dated November 88th, 1918,

Sofik affeire appear t¢ Be eonsideredly
exaggerated, trouble invelved aonfined te one
native Looation the Ghief of whieh is himself
1oyal but slaock and hds lost oontrol of his
men; Setrel will go all through Leocation and
if native §gpation nostile they will be punished
and cattle and shesp seised, if however they cems
in T ppopose 1t being olesed on payment of fine,
Sending detelled report in few days' time.
shouls g gpastions Sotik beoome involved,
whioh T ioh dewdt being possible, 1t will be
of little importance. On politicel grounds ths
important thing here is tHe attituds of the
lumbwa, 80 long as they loyal matters not serious.
I am meeting some of the Lumbwe Chiefs So-day,

1 feel satisfied lLumbwa natives loyal and Distriet
Conmissioner of same opinion,

Provincial Commissioner.



Kiswm,
S0th November 1918

My dear Mr. Bowring,

Acocerding to what I gan make oud of the Sotik
affair, it has been exaggerated. The trouble such a8
it is, appears to be an asseult en two policemen whe
were employed by Brook in carrying out a matter whioh
as e matter of faot they should not have been employed
upon without an officer had been present. The matter
in question gonsisted in removing some cattle belonging
to one of the Sotik locations from Chepulungnu forest
whioh has a great attraction for some of the Sotik
people. w were sent with 84 moyen. @¥ apother
location t8-¥iove the cattle. They took poasessien
of the esttle, and on their way to the Sotik boma the
owners $0ok repossession gf the stook and in doing ee
used fapge to restrain the police. If the natives, had
wished they ocould have killed the poliae; they, however,
did not do eo but took a rifle from one of thems This
policemen lost his fes oap in the running away business.
The Chief of the locatien concermed had the rifle and
cap returned to the Asst. Dist. Commissioner almost
immediately, and at the same time summoned his Elders
to a barased but Montgomery, who had by this time
joined Brook and being the senior man, took cl-n)
refused to hold & meeting with the Chiefs and Eldexs
saying that all the Elders were not present. The Ohief
“Chepkolol® said he could not get more men at the
moment $o atfend. Montgomery seems then to have broken
off relations and so left the Sotik to think that we

intended




intended to punish them. Montgomery and Brook WeRe
then joined by Assistant Suporintendent of Poliocs
Volseloy-Bourns and some four or five settlers, émd
they, with 85 polige, built & beme snd prepared for en
attaok by the natives whigh, I believe, was mever
intended. Mw*uﬁnmﬁ
mm-cm%mﬂw
that Ghepkolel and his pecple neld o mesting VaNed er
mwmmmvﬂnmﬂﬁ
vanted to discuss the situstion: Womtgomery, hewéver,
mmmﬂmnmmmuum
nmunnmuvmn ..m.t.mh
mm”mmnbma“
_“ﬁnmmw&nu
n seised in Ohepulungu. umm
the moment wtends st ihis. Partington ehould be new
mmannmm-mmmhm
4nd other Sotik Ondefs and Midérs to meet him and
mmmunnmtou:uimm
errived ad, end now I await further developméntss
In comminicating with me on Bunday Dobbs quoting fpem
Montgomery used the word "Iumbwa® in refersing to the
netives concermed, and gave me rather to undexstand
that the Lumbwe were invelved: had sush been the case,
it would have been serious. I naturally thek it that
tm:'(n-ﬁn they were talking sbou. Dobbs on Sundey
wized urgently saying *Send all availsble polies with
@pere ammnition to Kericho®. I naturally thought
Keriaho was in ganger ffo atteck. On my ervival eb the
Tugenon Osmp (on the Lumbwa - Kericho Read) I veseived

an urgent letter from Dobbs enclosing one frum
Wontgomery agein saying $hat the JUNMEA We¥e goint to
sttaok




attack them immediatel¥ $he natives heard that the
Ko As Rs. Wore coming. All this information soems
to have been supplied to them by Mr, Morgan's servants.
On my errival at Kericho a totally diffewent
aspeot came over the whole affair and I there learmt
that the Lumbwa were not concerned and also that the
whole affair was confined to a location of some 300
or 400 huts and that even these people did not want
to fight. I asked Mr: -Dobbs why he had used the word
“lLumbwa® when he informed me that they had got used
to describing the whole of the Lumbwa, Sotik and
Buret ss*Lumbwa®. I pointed emfo him that such &
casual and general nomenclature was to say the least
of it misleading and must not be repeated. He further
stated that while #iugelf could not believe that the
affair was as uriz;%weumed by Mr. Montgomery,
he di” not feel in a position to say so and simply
repea. | what Montgomery said. And here the matter
stands at present. If anything could incite a rising
it would be the extraordinary procedure adppted by
Montgomery. Of course, I cannot say what may result:
I have, however, every reason to think that the whole
affair will be finished within a few day#* time.
Partington knews the country and the people thoroughly,
none so well, and he is known to the people, so I
feel that in his hands the matter should be brought
to a satisfaotory conclusion. I have given him full
instructions and these will be sent to you when I
submit my report.
As pegards the K. A. Rs. the men had arrived
before Y Mmew the facts of the oase and I felt that
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as they had cane up Ahey hed better §o on ank shew
ndisei¥es. Tt oan o mo MANS Gnd must @ goods
e re SGms sevenly Ko A. Rse and thivty peltce
naking & Sotal of 100 armed men.

sPvée Ty T feol 1t will b nENNSsery e
J————— R LR
-;mwuz-&mmu“.m
is apparefitly soms unrest oving meinly $o the proximity
of the Masei; ¥he SEUIE will Stteupt to stesl Wasat

the point is can an offioer be spared end
can §8 pEL10s b6 epired. Ve this PROVINce might Bo
anle to fingd 10 of €he yolies Tor & time. I am shas
of offiders dut WSk, if neSéssupy, meNe shift with-
the nuibers I Naved -

Yours einoerely

84/~ Jobn Atvewerth




Telegran from Lumbwa to Chief Secretary, Nairebi.

Dated December Srd. 1818.

Affaivs at Sotik turn out to be &s already
reported me, I have just received message from Partington
case as follows!

Brook originally sent two armed police with
24 Moran from other location to remove horned cattle
from Chepulungu the owners took posses@igm and in
doing so one armed police @ssaulted and had lLee
Enfield rifle and cap taken, these two articles
rec¢overed on following day. From this point Montgo-
mery joined Brook and reported affairs more unsettled
and most serious which not justified. Natives just
reported demoralieed by fright. Instructions have
been given Partington in event of natives coming in
and cases of assault being proved to demand one hundred
head of cattle m»u payment of fine when if fine
has been paid aﬁiﬁ ‘fe be olosed while if they should

18t locations concerned to be punished and natives
a umed. On reconsideration I am not clear whether
question of payment of fine should not have referred
you if so I regret acoidentml omission, matter was
however one immediate action here hence my instructions

If you disapprove telegraph at once.

Provinciel Commissioner

Myansga.




Reference No.
2837/3/12,

Kisumu,

Nyanza Province,

16th Decemher, 1912,

The Hon'ble The Chief Secretary,
N a_ 4 r (] b i.

Reference your Xo. 4422, 9th December,
Regarding Affairs in Sotik.

I have the honour to submit herewith a report giving de-
tailes of the state of affairs reported which chused me to wire
for l1ilitary assistance, the general situation as 1 found it on
my arrival at Kericho, and my proposals for the future main-
tenance of peace and good order 4n the district,

On the evening of the “2n! : ovember foliow!ns' talepgrum

received from District Comrdssioner, }:'eriAqu:-

“You will get to-day report disclosing sericus stite ar-
faire in Sotik. Arap Chopkolol's natives, Location 16,

state they will fight rather than give up

Chepulungu and reocaptured by them fron police. lintives
refuse to atten! Barnsa an Jilef unible or anwilling

bring them. latives implic.ved 4n umed demonstration.

From Provl, Commisgioner to igtrict comnr ., 23rd . ovember.

"Your telegram 10 a.m. yesterdiy received 6. 40 P.r, Re-

port not received. #dre particul rs wm. say what {a meuwt
Chepulungu cattle. What {as ‘rook .oing, I ~ent .i: patrol

Anmola, #here s he now?"

From Dist. Commissioner to Provl, Comission er, 23rd . ovhr,

"Letter from lirook last night reports youn,; rien Jiopkolol':
location out of hand, reet of nitives state that in event
of trouble they will help neither si.e. Juggest Comp ny
of K. A, R. be statione: at jotik for few months, Am
getting up Hourne with wiat police and amwunition he has."

Provincial Comminsioner r o District Comdssi oner, 23, 11, 12

"Partington suggests 5otik concerned are the outlaws 1living

in Chepulungu forest and not natives living in Botik, what

is
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is your information".

District Commissioner to Provincial Commissioner, 24, 11, 12,

ngotik Moran completely out of hand. Hontgomery and

Brook report matter as very serious and ask for troops at
once, there should be no delay."

District Commissioner to Provineial Commissioner, 24, 11, 12.

"In view of reports sent me from me Sotik I cannot answer

for the consequences unless a sufficient force is sent to
keep natives in check. liontgomery fears an armed rising."”
on the 26th November, I received a copy of the following letter
from Capt. Brook to District Commissioner, Kericho:- [
"Sotik, 17th November, 1912,
"Reference your memo. of 3lst Octoher, 1912, Arap Cheptalum
assured me that the best way to get the cattle in question,
was not to go myself but to send with him two police and 20 l
moram as, he said, he was quite certain there would be ne .
resistance. I sent these men off yesterday.
“Fhe two pg:l_.;@c have just returned and report %&hey
reached two e e bomas this morning where they found abous
160 head of cattle. They got clear of the forest and were
on their way here with the cattle when thay were attacked
by a party of Lumbwa presumably the owners and their friends,
At this juncture Arap Cheptalum ran away and the 20 moran
mixed up with the attacking force. (mpé of the police was

roughly mauled and has three slight wounds on his head and

his rifle has been taken from him.®
Distriot Commissioner adds to the foregoing:-
"Captain Brook was instructed by Mr. lontgomery to try and
get hold of some cattle from Arap Chopkolol's and Arap Per-
7 secutor's locations which were reported to be as usual out

of the Reserve in Chepalungu?.

Telegram from Dist, Commr., Kericho, to Provl, Commr, wxm_z,

"Send shat police can be spared from Kisumu with amunition
at once.” i

Mr. Montgomery under date 21t November (received by me 26th lc;

Vember) reported to the m.{izn M-um
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arrived in Captain Brook's camp on the 19th. He states"a number
of Lumbwa rescued the cattle and one prisoner after they had

been taken by the Police, Mr, Montgomery told the Chief of the

location concerned that he wished to meet the whole of his people,
but as only the Chief and 10 elders turned up he considered they
were far too few to allow of a representative meeting being held
and 80 no baraza took place. When Mr, Montgomery met the Chief
"Arap Chopkolol" on the 19th, the police rifle nnd cap lost at
the time of the assault :n.tha police were handed over by the
Chief.

Ir. Montgomery added the following:-

"1 can do nothing here as none of the people will come in
and Arap Chopkolol iz helpless, I also believe he is im-
plicated.

"The situation is most serious and the people an of this lo-
cation intend to fight rather than lose their cattle.

"It i absclutely necessary that an armed rorce should be

sent here without delay." =
Captain Brook under date 22nd liovember sent to Dist. Commissioner,
Kericho, an original letter fror . lr, T, O, liorgan, a settler
in Sotik 4n which the latter app. @ntly at the invitation of
Captain Brook, expressed himself as follows:~-
"My father and I think that 1f you consider the situation
serious enough to send for soldiers you should at leust send
for a full company with a maxim, as o half company would
probably only aggravate the situation,”
He also wrote
"Another man who has acted as guide for me sald that he ex-
pected that if there should be any fighting that the Lumbwas
would lose all gelf=-control }and would also attack the far-
mers, &c, and that he personally would not go out of his hut,
as when the Lumbwa are excited with war talk their brains
g0 wrong?
Captain Brook added'
"Phis voices the general opinion here and I believe ia not
at all exaggerated. "
- $ The




The Vistrioct Commissioner, Kericho, in sending me the original

letters said

"0f course I have no knowledge of the actual state of af-
fairs in Sotik but it is obvious that both Mr. Hontgomery
.and Capt. Brook regard the situation as serious.™ From what
I knew of the people before I went home I should think it
extremely likely that the young men would tuake the law inte
their own hands. They have continually acted in defiance
of Govermment by taking their cattle into Chepalungu. The
Masal movement has also, I think, made tham angry, as the
Magail are getting land which they think 4s theirs by right,
something will have to be done, as, of course, we cannot
#leit down and let them laugh at us as they seem to be doing

now!

2, When I left Kisumu on Tuesday (26%h liovember) I was under
the impression that a somewhat serious state of affairs prevailed
in the district% concerned and that there Mgu‘:plcion as to the

attitude of some of the Lumbwa at least. bl

3. On nmy way to Kericho om Lumbwa Station I received from the
District Commissioner, Keri. .o, two original notes from ir. Mont-
gomery: 4n the first he said
"At present there will be no need to apply to you for posho.
We have an arrangement here. There are no rfurther deve-
lopments to report. There are ugly rumours about, but I deo
not think we will be attacked till the news of the K.A.Rs.
departure is received. Then 1t is almost certain they will
attack. We have fortified this place as well as possible,
it is a far easier pladce to defend than the Sotik Post.”
(This means they had moved to Morgan's farm and left the
Government post).
"We are continually getting protestations of loyalty from
people.”
The second note said
“I have just seen Arap Mustamet and Arap lioita who both
profess their loyalty to Government. Howevér, I think,

there is some doubt about their boiﬁé able to control
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their young men."”
| I replied at once by special runner to D.‘._utrict Commissioner, Keri-
cho, as follows: -
"I fail to understand what Mr., liontgomery means. I cannot
realize that he is correctly informed."
( "I think that stories by Lumbwa boys and aettlers' servants
o should be djpcouraged, and every effort rust ¥t be made to
let the natives know that the Government has not the slight-
est intention of adopting punitive measuras unless such are
absclutely necessary. There is no intention whatsoever of
doing more than showing law-breakers that they have to re-

ckon with the Government.”

4. 1 arrived at Kericho with kr. Partington, Lieut., Edwards and
24 X. A, Rs, on the 27th November, on arrival wikem the District
Commissioner handed to me a further letter from lir. Montgomery
dated the 26th, This letter reads as follows:=-
“The situation here is very puzszling, and it is hard to know
what to believe. We had information f.h‘rif‘%&)\p almost cer-
tain there would be an attack here, and I warned the settlers
that 4t would be better fi them to zo to Keriche or to come
in here.
"To-day a large meeting was held in the Reserve by the Sotik
Chiefs. We heard of this, but after some discussion it was
agreed that I should not go as probably the people would not
speak out 4f I did. Mr. T. ¢ Morgan went to this meeting
and has reported that the Chiefs intend to collect the 150
head of cattle omptured from the police and try and bring in
the offenders. Thioc afternoon a Lumbwa named Arap Boru came
in and said that everything djd not come out at the meeting
‘but that the trdth 1s that all the offenders and their oattle

have retreated to the Chepulungu. At \md‘“cttu only a
few old men of Arap Chopkolol's location were present, It
is evident, thenmefore, that if 180 head of cattle ave brought
in they will net belong to the men that werd® captured in

Chepulungu, mnd it will be impossible for them to bring in {

; the

. . . i hnaiiisns s
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the offenders.”
The letter concludes
"We have received g0 many ugly ruwaours here tiint ve have fer=-

el
tified ouraselves bWut are certain now whether it was necessary’

6. Prom Mr. Morgan'e letter and from lir., l.ontgomery's later com-
manications it seemed very apparent that wilc ustories told by
house and other boys had been listened to and given undue creden@®,

i

On further information obtained at XKericio it necame evident that =

&

affairs in setik were in no way serious, Lr. lontgomery ond Cn,p'ﬁ

Brook had evidently been influenced ngainst, I should like to be=
lieve, tneir better judgment. There had certainly heen » case of
agsault on the police; this, of course, could not be overlooked,
But I think the Chief Chopkolol made certnin efrforts to allow of
the matter being discussed; and it may be that had a 1little more
patience been displayed i4n the "iret instance, we could h ve ma=-
naged everything with a relice Ofiricer :nd some ulditional police.
The very essence of dealing with natives A:‘ to possess n good

2

stock of patience. I certainly think lr; f*.&nery snould have

gone to the meeting neld on the 26th. I do not think he was wise
in allowing Mr. liorgan to a«'wnd; even allowing that this action
was in any way excusable (which I do not), lr. !'ontgomery totally
discounts lir, Horgan 's version when he meets the Lumbwa "Arap
Boru”, 1 felt, therefore, that 4t was this tendency to listen
to anything and everybody instead of ihdas seeing things (or !idmself

that had caused all this trouble and unnecess~ry expensa.

6. Apart from the police aff-dr a Mr, Dul.s =nd ais son who hold
a farm in the 3otik alienated location reported that on the 6th
liovember they went tc see whether any natives were "stealing grass
on their farm" as they had warned the natives séveral times that
Af they wanted gr;a.u they must pay for {t. The Buropeans seized
some sheep and goats, also some cattle. The owners are said to
have re-obtained possession and to have driven the stoek off the
farm, ‘This affair ocoured some days before the Chepulungu busi-
ness and there would appear to he no connection whatsoever between
the two. I am afraid, however, that the "Duirs" affai’ wasp
allowed
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allowed to influence the judgment  of the officers dealing with

the latter incident.

7.

The District Commissioner now informed me that he himself

had felt that there was some exaggeration or mi sunderstunding

At in connection with the reported trouble but taat in face of the

alarming reports and his confidenoe in Xrx. Hontgonery he felt he

eould not take the rasponsibility rfor saying so.

8. It became absolutely evident that the wiole affair wns an

exaggeration, I do not mean that the officers concerned wilful=

ly exaggerated; they had probably over-estimated the true impor-

tance of the matter, had failled to realized their real position

as Administrative Grficers, and 4t ie possible had allowed their

Judgment to become influenced by both Iurepean and

native gossip.

9. I decided, therefore, that Pr. Partington, wiho has very

special knowledge of the country and people, should proceed with

the troops to the location concerned, send for the Chief and his

people and tell them that they could not hg:;wg to take the

law into their own hands, and that “or having done 80 they would

be called upon to pay a fine of O head of female stock or in
default have it collected by tune svsrnment, nd dn the event of
the young men proving hostile that they, in addition to any stoock
taken, were to be disarmed. And that Mr. Portington should re-
main in Sotik for some weeks while the wuole area, including
Cnepulungu, was patrolled by the troops. Thene instructions

have been given affeai to. I understan] tnav the fine has been

paid and that the natives have not been hostile.

10. The fact of tha troops having arrived in the district in-
duced me to decide that 1t mightr be as well to let them be neen

in-the locations bgfere returning to Nairobi .

11. I expect that within a few days' time Lt. kdwards and the

K. A, Rs. will be on their way back to Nairobi.

12, I trust that His Excellency will approve of what has been

done in this matter,

13. The final reports have not yet been received fron Bo.uk:

however, expect them in a fow days' time whén I will send vou
' : AL further

o St i
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further communication.

i4. The predominating Political factor in the Lunmbwa District is
the Lwabwa natives themselves. Set:;l?l 1: of no importance; and

so long as the Lumbwa are properly controlled znd contented, af-
fairs in this district need give us no pariicular concern. I am
sending you a separate report on the general position of the Lum-

bwa uistrict and affairs cunnected therewith,

15, As regards the measures I propose for tne naintenance of

peace md good order in Sotik, I an of tihie opinilon t..at owing to
the lasai Jlovenent and the occupation of land by the Masail along
the Sotik horders and clso to the more recent occupation of land
by 2uropeans in the Jotik Allotment area, it 7All be necessary to
medntadin o officer permanently in JSotik. Jle wvill reguire for
a time no%t lesa than 20 police to allow ol is keeping the Sotik
witadn %heir own nvoundaries and of satchdug liaspnd who have, so 1t
45 reported, oeen wandering into Jotik oo Lumiwa, Jor the pre-

sent tiuc force of polise siould oc¢ main® dned at tuventy, later on
.

they might ne reduced. The kicnf!&r st ation would he Kericho

and 1o 1y proposals sill not involve vy exsense as ragarda cle-

ricil atafl, &o. and as t.ere is 1 swall owigalow at uUotik post,

taere will Le no expenditure necessary unuar this head., !y propo-

sal, however, means that lhree officers will r-ire to he sta-

tioned in tiie Lumbwa Distriot,

1 oistrict Commissioner, )
1 Asst. Dist. Commisnr.,

1 Asst. Dist. Comnienr, at Botik,

at Kerdicho.

16. On lir. Partington campleting his duties in Sotik I propose
leaving lir. llontgomery to c.rry out the duties wider the Listrict
Commicsioner, Kericho. I think the expaerience nd lesson Hr,
Lontgomery has already had will, witih the explanations he is being
asked ’to gdve, cause him to have a hetter idea of his duties in
the future.

1 have the hopeur to be, bir,

four chedient servant,
1 . N -

polt s
{ o
- Provincial Comnissioner.
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\
, R, MONTOOMTRY', BSGR.,
Asgt., Dist, Comilspiomer,
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information,

| ~JRE Dop. /2.
In Deepatoh ! g?}"/ﬂu, QﬁO/L

JOHN ANSWORTH,
T T —

NYANCA.

Pwnv, “omar,

T summ
Nyanza Province,

174 Daoa~bar, 1012,

Sir,

With refarance tc the recant, avents in agtiy, T have o
bring the following mattars to your notice and Lo raquant yveu t0

give ma “ull axnlanations as oarly as ronaiblae,

2. On your joining Capt: Trook and assuming e 1immediata oon-

o

duot of affairs, you wera, I a are thnat Oapt: Prool rad

raprensantad to the District Com:inmaiconar at Tartcho that n vary
sarious ntatae of Wraire ~xlat ad, and trot ha Yad shated ' iitarm
Palp was nacessmry: A4id rmu aak Y1m Tor ‘in raanons for “oraine

msuch conclusions?

%, (1) Youy raport that en tie 10Y “evemhar yon vrocasdad te
Hyage h1ll and met ~M1af Choptolel who had itk Tia +ha Molice
rifla and faz cap ¥ ich, wmdaratand, he ~ mdad over o vou,
?}nn.zxn aay 17 you connidarad that tlis 2ot ~f ropkolol wn~ el

an to allew you to concluda that Ta was loat {1a or dinmloynl”
(11) TYas thare any evidemos at this time that yem o™ your narty
might bha molested” » (111) MHad =y Yentila Adanmengtration hasn
mads ‘:n to this time againmt Oapt: Prook or acainmt yoursalf?
(1v) As rega~ds Cropkolel'n failyhe to pat mora then 10 Tlders
t0 attend tha bearaza, nlanas say 4f 1t has not Haen your Ma-

»1 ancn
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axperience algewherse 1n native diptricts for barazas to he un-

miccesaful bHecauns +he Tldars rafuse or fall to attend”

(v) Did 1t not coour to you that tre pacple might ba shy or

afrald of attending a barazf, and thnt commaquently mome taot md

‘ patienca was nagessary?

(vi) gomsidering that the haen

nativan concarmad hnd, T He 1ave
» ,

v the ownern of tha o o seizad by the

summonad by crias raisad ?
two Police and accompanying Moran an? T'nd rmahad t0 halp their
friondn and in the evcitemant +hat miat have ba seant they ra-
frainad fron $111ing ot ranlly even mrtine the Polioce, =md as 1t

wast in avary way pormibls +hat tha wagouing party did net Imew sy
of tha Tnacts commactad with tha paizurs hy tha Polioce, a1d 14 not

occur be you that tra nat!er might not ha of tha aard o natura

1t hag been papracamtad to Ha?

(vii) After your intarviar with Mhenkzolol yon ramarl that tha
gituntion in moat, serioug; "the whole of tha paonle of thim lo-

cation refuse to come to mv baraza;" (thin does mot quita ™t in

with your stateanant ttimt'?{;% and 10 Tldars aid tum uan)

anl-dne thana state

hat do you nonsidar was your Hagtltention “or

mants? &

Up to thig noint tha cama wonld ~moa-~r te Yoy haom A RT agammlt

on tha Telice and the rorcible ralansa o7 ~woparty and ~1° P
ar 1in thoir nomsmassiom, Yeu ‘lo met, lowavar, anmaar to Tave it

tn narty concamad in tha ralanse

up any evidenca tc shaw th~t

£ +Ye cnpa, M4 41 At Imaerrins +ham thav

1maw of thra raal Tactm ¢

¥ nv

toolk tha 1ew inte thair o 5.  feamidpeing t1ama mointa

(viii) what were the vanmong thet, 1nducad you 60 b1 Al that the

har and rasdy te “eht, ad that o rort

nativas wara omt of

parious u?ry:s'q of affaire aviated?

>apented ‘the wazes hsd not ~vowa, an thay sheull hova ‘ma, te tha

wa commencad the baain of

h—\ruq,’(, yon adght 1va hamm ahle te

goma undarst niing hed ycu avon smclan’ He Mhenlelnl ¢ tha 10 Tla

Qars, You noy,tmwa,8f cournas, Aema me, tt tore "‘-4‘*1(\ st tamen
to this affact,
(1x) Avart frem tha molioe ineddant in quostion wars "ny reveyn il

- . 2 . # ‘
mont, phbnle muck ay porters, otlier police, masvengers, Ao, in




any way interdfarad u;,n- : : ' : :

(%) naun atate what inducsd you to vacate the ﬂmrnmmm station
and patirs to ¥r, Yorgsn's Torm, Wag sny hostila ﬂn“'xmrtr'-?inn
aada agrinet the station?

(#1) During all thin time where did yeu obtoin food mprliar “rem?
(#11) You refar in certain corraspondance te "ugly rumours” 3

what did you mesm, mnd who was rasponsih fow tham?

(x111) You sey in your lettar of the 76tH hor that = 1avgs |
anating waz held by the “otik "hiafe in :
merk that after ~ome " dscunsion it wan ngreed Lot yon rhonld not
got Mr, T, O, Horgen appenrs to heva cona Inetend, T ormot. -
understand your =sction in this nrtter, You Tirst of 211 raport

a sarious sirte of offalre, bageuss tha Tldara, &c,, will not

coms tc 2 bnx;zaﬁ smd then when thera iz o barazap you 714 not ge
teo 1t, furaly mxch:-wﬁm on your pord was mors 1ilkely ihen any-
thing »lma to causa the Tiefn am? Tldars Lo f-}'.{rv}’ ﬂmt thors
raally was n narfous abate’ B affnire but being cased A"'lﬂ'!“ﬂ‘ hy th»

governnent than W Pléase axnl~in vﬂm' bt T

thier comection,

All? ough th~ onse, in ro for na T gother, you seem te hove hasn
{nfluencad mora by whnt necpla sald or @id not sap then by what T
should hova avpactad, viz: your om Judpm-mt hanad o fotunl ob-
s'nv-\.rﬂtfm md contact, hapa 1a ne awidanos thot yew madts my '’
realg nttempt to gt tha nositiom s~cothed eut wmd nat@Tod,

T assume you nra quita aware thst the en1ling npen tha 7ilitamy
tc »dd the civil power 1ix a sarious -pftwr, an? should only be ve.

sorted to when really vitally necesnsry,

‘4, As r-enrmv the Duire' incident 1t wenld meam “rea the nocmmt 2
glvan w l‘r. Puivrs himeelfs that tha affeir was m\ o*'ld—mr« f-“ heu;-‘

‘ t1lity to the Government, The actien of tha -w*'vnn in thin o~s~‘
waa apparently dus to the Teot thnt liv, Buirs ha? seiszed th»fl’!‘ Yl
stogk, Mr, Duir's'lsnd {s not fénosd, e han ° 1args pren

whigh e sotslly wnocoupted: ha, thepatora, has no ranedy Tow mt
trnnpns. 8o mlsd. mn notion, thepafora, in vmundi'ng up Aae
tde whoak a8 vary quamonsm., and might b onloulwtnd f,o 1o0d.

to mariousn mmimﬂm tha native mm. s Y, Mr‘fi F




shou havye © ..'11‘1”1'(15(1 + » Distrioct ! miasion nd not
hould Lo} 0 th ommt azionar "nd not

taken tha law into hiz owm hends

hener +o ha, Fir
’ £ ’

I heve tha

e A -
ey rhadiant oo wemt
?»

John Admeworth

sd.,

Provinatal
rovincisl CofmEles! on~r,
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Hon'ble the Chief Secretaxy for hio Iptomu 07.

Jon A|H3"‘)R!n- , " .
Pru. o . i RE 2[1/3
CNIANGA »
provi. Cogamr, ' 274 ﬂvozg?’f/L
K4 gumn,

Referenge lio.

Hyanga Provinee,
'.w . 1%th »ooammr. 1912,

i

ey,

oir,

Re recent affairs in Sotik

A® you are now aware, thore never ronlly existed, as

gtated Wy lix, Monbgouery, & nonoun state of affairs in
sobik. A% the very outside tha affair was purely o police
matter and troops should never have been asked for. X oan-
not help but think that, ;f more judgnent had been ugsed by
e, Montgowery, the true agpoct of affairs -sould have been

ronliged, e
2. 1 think also that vou , in your eopacity as Dis-
triot C¢ dssionex, have taken particulay noasuron to have

nade ¥y convergent with the atate of affaira, uo an to

have been in a position to hawve exoluded the u.la:mjnts yn.x-t
fron messages sent %o this office. jad I at thoe start been
awareof what lr. lontgomery lmow all the t4dme and had I net
besn to an oxtent misled by the word "lawabwa’ used in the
both Capb: Brook's and lr. lonbgomery's enaxunioations and
whieh you did not correct or eorment upon, I should not have
gent for Troops.

Be it 1:!??3- ‘vou are mmr... a fairly serdous natter pond -
ing for troops to support the cdvil power, and 4t hehoves

those appiying for sueh aid to he fairiy certain that the
' nocassity '

= i

vy Yy
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_necessity exists; to arrive at sush a decision -Innd w-
wﬂlnﬂ jw 18 very noosssary.

4, 1 fully roalize that there nmy be timen when it is most
difeioidt to decido as to whether 1% i necessary %o call in
the aid of the litary pm. and on suah cocanions it is,
of course, tho wisest eourse to put in the rogquent agoonpani &l
by as N a.uu- ao possible. Duch procedure will elear
. your responsibility so long as you have taken reaspnabie nd:
sures to leamn the true state of offairs. A '

b5, Athin my axperience woongut the natives of Jast Afries,

acts of aggressicn by natives have becn ugually confined to
individual acts of no universal umtn%‘moo. and the initia-
; tive in econneetion with genoral pmunvo neagures hae reated
! with the government: noymally, therefora, there ig usually

time to enguire as to the real state of affoirs. in ?hn
prapent cage the demands Tor )dlitary assistonge appenred so
real M urgent that to me s;ﬁ appenred an atnornal state
of ugun to whiaeh the umml rule did not apply; but on
investigation it turma out. that the ocase wag within the usual

worluo‘- 1 have referred to. i
\

{ have the honour to be; Hir,

vour obediont seyvant,

- 8d. JOHN AINSWORTH

Provineial Cowsad sodoner.
¥
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