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Sir G. Fiddes,
In the course of a long talk about the Abyssinian

frontier which I had with kr. Thesiger some weeks ago ,
(just before he left to return to Adis Ababa),he showed
gi‘ea.t keenness for the institution of a regular trade
between 'Abyesinia and the Bast Africa Protectorate. It .
is clear that the establishment of Customs Stations and &
regular and peaceful flow of traders across the Horthern
‘bundary would conduce greatly to the settlement of that
district and would render much easier the difficult task
which our Administrative and Military Officers at present
have there. At the same time it is easy to see that any
elaborate system of frontier Customs Stations with their
corresponding obligations might involve considerable /ou/G an
expense. We must not let Sir P. Girouard say that he was
pushed into suchi;%mﬁby us.

*  The vieit of a party of Abyssinian traders is a’
different and a smaller matter, hich might bs & useful
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whether any further ;La#!ﬁow imnediately or

- no [t is clear that we can offer no useful observations
until we know what Sir P. Girouard thinks of the whole matter.
i 1 would, therefore, telegraph to the Governor as in
the draWit will be seen that Major Doughty-Wylie's pro-
posal is that the party should start early in February and

that he should accompany it on his way home on leave.

Aol

‘& &m-q.




Tln Wm«tav of State for Foreign Afairs presents

s Whamm 1o the Under-Secretary of State for - /CL.—
.I@M and, by divection of the Secretary of State,
transmits herewith cop J of the under-mentioned paper, %nf
Foreign Office,
3 . 701

Reference to previous letter :
—

Description of Inclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.
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Adis Ababe,
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I have the hobour to enclose two copies of my despatch
of the 290 November to Gir rerecy Girourard, subject the opening
of trans border trade, more partichlarly in cattle.
The present lack of plomgh cattle wes most stirongly brougt
out Ly uLir Perey's officer, .r Stordy Chief Veterinary
Officer of the Protectorate, who was sent here on & mis.ion,
and by Lord Cranworth who sccompanied uim, and who is gualifie
to represent the settlers.
In the opinion of these delegates and in my own, the vest and
" perhaps the only way to facilitate border trade and good
relations, ie to persuade the Abyssinians to go to Nairobi.
Their suspicions of us are very hard to combat, the more so
because tho;/ﬁ:arefnuy concealed from us.
1 heve proposed this .mie ion to Sir Percy Cirouard, but have n
reply as yet.  Chould he approve, end snould I be able to
persuade them Lo go,l have the ronour to sugcest that 1 be
directed to accompany this miscion.
It will be very difficult to get them to start, &nd by ti.em
-selves 1 doubt if Lhey would do it. ‘hsy will be afreid of
fever and of nostile natives, and if 1 am not Bhere, tiey will
wish to take some foree, which would be &t once unwelcome and
expensive. 1 do not sey that 1 can get them to go, but if
1 go myeelf there is certainly more chance of it, and they »
would have to send some feirly respectable envoy.

The want of the settlers for plough bullocks is seld te
be urgent. Thnerefore if we are to do any good, we ought to:
start as soon a8 possible, Things move extremely slowly !
in Abyssinia. .

\

T 1 have clready asked permission to travel h-t by the Blue

ile for runnn eonnon-d with Italien yennel. bnt tm 0



for cattle in Zast Africa appears to me the more urgent
errand of the two. I might if permitted, take another
opportunity of visiting Condar.
Lr Stordy and Lord Cranworth ere leaving Aden ror London
on the- 20 bLecember, in case you should wish to see them.
They will no doubt visit the Colonial Office.
I an eware that the whole ides entirely depends on Sir rercy
Girouard's approval, end I resret mekins tuis request, withe-
=out having his reply. ut as to escape the worst of the

rainy season it would be necessary to start from here not

later than early in February,it appears to me better to

catch this post. Sanction or the reverse could be accorded
by telegram.
A8 to cost, 1 presume the Protectorate would pay for the ‘
Abyssiniens, and that my expenses would be chargeable to t“e;
Legution. These need not I think be great, as in any case '
i the Jibuti journey is to be deducted, and il we escaped the
horse sickness tiere should be a big profit on the sale of

zovernment mules in Nairobi

|
1

1
&
¥

1 nave tlie .onour to be sir,
with the nighest respect,
Your most obedient,

humble servant,

(«Mm(i L/{Zf/z Le

Sir adwerd Crey.
Bart. k.P.

etc, etec, ete
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I have the honour to report that Lord Cranworth and
Lr Stordy arrived here on ihe 20 November and are leaving
today for Jivuti.
kr Btordy has informed me tiat the embargoe on cattle from
the Seran to §aot Africa :o; rinderpest hus been now runévek
thet there -7 for the time veing & real want of ploug:
cattle for the Frotectorate, end tuat a quurantiueroui;
be easily establighed at oyale. further thet at .oyale
there was a veterinary of ‘icer under his orders, who could
if the Abyssinians so wighed, Le moved elong the frontier
to cope with outoreaks of rinderpest and plague.
Purtier that in his opinion the Boran cattle were probably
iromune from east coast fever, that the natives appeared
and were reported to him by .r Deck as willing to trade,
and thdt certain road improvements uesirable vetween :oyale
and larsabit could be effected, &s will be inuicated to you
in his repwst,
i'e was ejhle to give me much other valuable infor.ation about
the state of the frontier cnd the intermediate country.
1 venturt:;o:.topiol of all his reports whie. would 2. of
much interest to us horoind wiriieh ought to be on reord in
this Legation, In thig 1 would include the resulte
of his careful investigations into flies and ticks as
bearers of disease.
Lord Cranwerth and iy Stordy informed me that recognised

trade scercely existed on tue border, and thet the cattle

trade which is not openly prohibited is in fact rendered
locally impossible, luey showed me how undesirable is
the fllieit trade now carried om by Somalis, firstl




§ -
|
s A
for stock, and secondly because tuese Somalis are gunrunners
and smugglers. Furilor that the Somalis pnntqtonﬁy decry
the white men to the ioren and to the Abyssinians, & ceriain
Anmet ¥afs having actually told all the somalis in the Boran
with whom he had influence, t0 spread the rusour that (»
Stordy's errend was to polson the cettle in the country.

7 took occasion to tell this stury to Yitaurari lapta Giorgis

i

vi.0 agreed
&5 t0 the danger ond useleesness of lhe Lemali trade.
N

| made & succession of visite with 'r Stordy and lLord
Crenworth to ‘itezurari sapta Glorgis chiel of the :oran and
tin most powerful ! inister in idic Ababa, to Legadras iaill
Giorgis Linister for “oreign Affeire and for Commerce, and
to the foruel Couneil of Linisters.
The status, suthority and objects of your c=nvoys vere explain
-pd end the following  oints were brought out..
Trade vetween the two couniries wes now 2\-~ existent to the
sreat and uselees loss of both, If trade: were started
not only should we become vetter rriends, but there would
;@ a direct E‘mctit to Abyesinia from country wnieh now rives
none. Cattle of which there wore many thousends . eriaps
half & millien in the Boran were at this time wanted for
ploug}:h.c_ln wast Africe, @ oould of course find taem
in Couth Afriea, Australia, !ndia ete, but we offered [irst
to deal with our neighbours, 1t was to this end that Wour
Hxcellency had on your side removad the embergo on cattle
and opened the trade. he Abyssinisn Oovernsent would
do well to establis: with you border customs houses, such
as were in working order in the Sudan, ! mentioned a
possible three, st Deole, “enissa and »t Moyale,
‘M cugtom houses could be used fer the regular u-“. the
ﬂnu on which would be shared on the Sudan plam.
vmu be uo*d for the eatile n-t m
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could te levied by our officers wiich -g” wonld pay teo
i g é

The amount of the tax would be

ing. a matter for
w&ﬁu.
' in parenthesis I might say here that Lord Cranworth gave me
#s & rough figupe for & guide in these negotiations if tuey
‘ewer materialise, $20 os the price to the settler including
purciase and the taxes sbove whiech it would not ve advisable
10 go. ln conversation with nim and with .r Sterdy '+sm
of = tax, but decided to mention no amount to the Ab’ialnln.. A
y own idee, waieh is of course entirely subjedt to your views
snd to these of the frontier officers, would bé not more than ?!
1£ & heed of cattle and perhape 2§ per horse oy nﬁlo. @
't mey be that the Abyssinisnes will have » bigger ides of the
tex to be izposed, and muck would turn on the buying price u\
. oyale. )

To roturn to our conversation with the sbyssinians, it was T

pointed eut that these custome houses vwo.ld :.o].yro prevent ;
‘2

smugrling and arms trading, and go far to render easy the 3
A

shiarp discussions we had occasionally held on the fromtier

cuestion, -
/n invitation was given to eny ibyesinian trader 1@ go mr%_\
to airobi on & pess which could be given him by She offlcé

at . oyale.’ urtifer then tnis, 1 sdvised them 40 Feturn tis

visits of your officers by cending a .is ion themselves %o

linirebi, when ! folt certain t'at they would nsetter see tb(

adventages of a Iriendly trade.
i‘ 1t was pointed out by your savoys in reply to & question

Just s shelr cattle were suitsdle Lo .ast Afries owing
-Aedin‘%tm.., $0 were our pedigree horses l"m f
! to Abyssinia. ore particularly ss regard
' upeeding for wool had et with e
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go similar a country se to cliuste and cenditions

profit should not be wade. Tour dxcelleney, if
M M s mishion could give them a few raus to stoart
7* breeding, and they could purchase otaers.
The gi#d trade in coffee (if permitted] wax i.ldes eto
sgninst cardouf abugedid and other cetton goods would be
& big ome snd profitable to both countries.
1y Gterdy made his offer of the services of & veterinary
uftie-or, which Pitaucrfi Hapta Giorgis received with obvious
pleansure,paying tuet some of tueir chiefs sank in & deay (rom
riecnes to bLeggsry by the cattle plague.
The rinal reply on the whole subject, in &9 far as it was
possible te give one in the snort time that youy represents
-ctives were here, vas given im the Counecil of iinisters by
‘{taurari hapta Glorgis. it was to the effect thét the
Abyssinian Covernment recognised that the cpening of trade
would be to their sdventage, wnd tiat to send » mission to 3
“nirobi wéuld be & very goed ides. Sut that te open tM
| eattle trade would tske time, s it would Le nECessary first

i b
»
}to eall in to Adis Abuba the chiefs of the Soram, snd e e

the matter to them. vithout e full explanation they
never sell thefr'cattle, snd written orders would bcn
| ‘hey mever oven now killed cettle witnout & counsil of tIO
'enjefs.  They should be called in 1o listen $0 the whele
vatter.

Ae to the other points reised, tusy ehould ve considered

| wnd eau sngwer given.
My m &8 regards tho ecstile trade, said that while
ar Yie heard that the Soran were willing snd e
only weiting '
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iy Btordy on the general cuestion then sugpesl
be empowered to wire to you taast the ideas p

favourably received. ut the ibyssinians-

this would ve teo binding on them,

1 am afreid that this rosult was in general 4>

your representatives.

|yut pereonslly ucing

eccustomed to Abyseinian caution ana suupicio-‘g
thet the reply for a first cne was bad, ver =

its non co.mittal nature. Tney must have

over. f they are pressed too quickly, i

become st once gugpicious of some suare

satter, snd co not decpair of some useful res

think toey will ce unligely at first to give

telegrapied to our kxcellency 108
epprove of on Abyesimien wmission to hairobi vy e
Lersabit. nmy opinion ond . think 1

ey

Lord Cranworth end r Stordy as well, (uis

step to re:oving ihe inrerent suspicions waidﬁ ] Ahwlliﬁi
i

have of & cencer to toem rom tie souti. ]

e Foreign

office zllows me , ) would projose to ecoompany

Lis mission
ryeelf on ny wey nome, [ u«t ell .ospible, ;

ake tuie #n op ortunity te.drive tue

rirst
stert the trade,

our ission wes also latroduced to :1ij Yasu qﬁi

i

4

swom‘i}‘.v tﬁ‘ :

their objects explained to nim.

2. ith rezard to tie cattile irsae, Jount QH;II toe 1
Linister made & sugpestipn wnich | !

2

submit to

Le sanid that in the Zensdir they had immense

Vrade nigit be to nutual ad
: . i v PR b3
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¥r Stordy would no doubt report to you on this subject

is altogether outside my knowledge.

3. 48 to expenses of an Abyssinian mission ;‘ Nairobi,
they would certainly expect to be treated as gueste.

But I do not think their entertainment need cost very uuch,

end the bulk of followers and subordinates could return by
loyale again after the rainy season. The chiefs l&lﬁi
zo baek by sea, and the journey would give them aﬂi’ useful 4
lessons.
If it cen be done, it would be well to start as early in
February as possible to arrive in Nairobi in way. ;
1 have the honour to be, 8ir, (
Your most obedient

numble servand

(71%&j Aiffz?}/éﬁ1~

Copies of this despatch are being sent to Sir Edward
Grey, the Officer-in-Charge at Moyale, and to Mr R.J.

Stordy, Chief Veterinary Officer of the Protectorate.

W,

The Governor of British Hast Africa . !




