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The Under-Secvetary of State for Foreign Affairs presents
o his compliments to the Under-Secvetary of State Sor /C{‘_,

%c'emv\:bo and, by divection of the Secretary of

State, transmits herewith cop J{ of the under-mentioned paper.

Foreign Office, .

22 , I912.
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

_BIR EDWARD GREY.BART.M.P.

23 December I9II.

8ir:-

With reference to my despatch number 90 of the

Ist December, I have the honour to forward herewith
copies of an interesting report by Lord Cranworth on
the possibilities of the Cattle Trade between the
Rast African Protectorate and Abyssinia.

I would suggest that a copy of this report,
which emphasises the desirability of persuading the
Abyssinian Government to send a Mission to Nairobi,

be sent to the Colonial Offioce.
e jL.J_V 4;154-»«‘ bt art Do cwtsed ’;‘( -
I have the honour to be,
8ir,
with the highest respect,
Your most obedient,

humble servant,

( #a S uptd

.h’i’ &e, . &e, .
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{1) It will be borne in mind thst ijﬂ in no way officiaslly
connected with the mission. Vhen kir Btordy's journey was
sanctioned I obtained leave to accompany it ay ny own expense.
"his I was glad to do &s in the first place it gave me the
opportunity to see S. Abyesinia on my way home end secondly
because 1 was anxious to investigete the guestion of the cattle
trede zs veingin my opinion about vital to 3.5, A,

The reason why 1 consider this matter so important is because
the growing demand for plough bullocks is so great as to have
clready doubled their velue in a year and in many cases held up
operations &nd also because shpuld anotiiar supply of cattle
imnune to Sast Coast fever .rove readily aveilable B.K.A. would

be in an almost unique position in Africa.

(2) ‘he objects of ur Btordy's misebn as 1 understand them
were:=
(a) 7o visit the outlying posts under his dir;otiou.
(b} 1o decide the question of removing or otherwise the
quarantine on cattle coming down from tue Sorana
(c) 7To se: wuat steps il wny could be taxen to oﬁen up
trade in cattle ard norses etc in tne ‘orana and

\

e Abyssinia.

(3) Lere 1 might state that after careful consideration I

am opposed to the imporataion of “oran horses, vhether stallion

mares or geldings, into our srotectorate. | adduee the foll-

-owing reasons:- .

(a) 1t is againet the policy of the Abyssinians, who natur-
#ally and instinetively dislike any tampering with the

horse supply. Insistence on this point night easily




‘ m malu Gucmct to absndon their n“ut favour
-su@o to trade. . ,

: 1 cen herdly eonnlv*ﬁ possivle thet there existe in the
world « worge type of horse than the Borans. It appsrently
possesses every quality that it should not have, anc{‘haa a
lamentable absehce of those it ought to have.

B.B.A. is not large and a comparatively small ﬁortion is suite
«gble for horse breeding. Those districts suitable, e.g. vest
Lenjs, ave probably superlatively good. If therefore tue
Protectorate is to get *quunon for horseflesh it must be for
a very high class breed. The Boran horse is ,ho‘t. calculated
to assist this end. "It may 'be truly said that the imported
Boran horses are with few exceptione geldings. 1 would point
out that to a certain extent at all events the horses of o céun-
«try are judged by what is visible, and thut therefore the
presence in Neirebi of o gquantity of Dorana rats is and must

be prejudicial to the breedess.

(e) 1 should like to sey thet I am utterly at a loss to under
~stand the attitude of the B.E,A. authorities in encouraging -
the Somali trading acress the frontier. These Homalis are
ermed with permits from our Government and spparently dcn.p.u'. .
-ately cnoomgc'l to cross the border and to smuggle out the
horses of & country which if savage is technically friendly.
geeing the store that the Abyssiniane set on their horses, and
that in twelve months no fewem thet 1200 passed .. i through our
post, it vould eppesr to me that ihere is consdhmpinle justifie
-cation for the Abyssinisn snimesity eu the frentier.
Furthermore we heard much rumour and in one cuse good proef

that the Somalis spare no pains to vilify the British both Iﬂl
‘the Borans snd the Abyssinjams: e.g. it wes proved on waat rad
appeared to me Mm w one bi
Whe Bawene ghat ke mm «-ﬁtw to 5¢f
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- m mmmmum‘ et olass of animels
“Wf“"“" iy suggestion would de to ask for trade in
 sulés, but reslly to be prepared to cede the yoint, vecsuse
(a) the Abyesibian suthorities would be probably averse
te it
(b) I doubt if the demend for this animal is really very
great in 3.E.A,, since it is not used for psck , and
o8t fﬁu- prefer a horse to ride,
Pernaps » limited number might be imported.

~

a1l our efforts to obtain a reslly free and satisfactory trade.
The esttle are ¢ very fine stemp of besmst , equel to the best
kesai cattle: indeed ss one goes north they are superior.

The best cattle we saw were in tho JumeJum country. They are
in great quantities, The roughest of estimates thai there cre
over half & million in jhe Boran countyy. Finally snd most
important, in ip Stordy's opinion, and for reasons m“;“ ‘

state, these oattle are probably immune froh Last c.u(" fever
5

\ (6) 1t is in cattle however that it is essential to put forth

(7) 17 therofore the cattle be held the oue mom‘
the frontier, % will be well to consider first what by
to it come fyom either side, and then what steps eu
to set them aside or to elleviate them. 5

(8)  Frem B, B.A, side I suggest that the dSfficultd
(1) Trenspert outwards of the goods necessery
cattle, money not being =% preeent um' X

(2) Tanapert inwards of the ssttle vhen colleghs

(3) The length of time required and the Aiff
present inseparable with collesting o

e e
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with ‘;.g-rd to the Tirst two thero can “be no doubt that tmm.n
lﬁhvunu to the road from xquo to mﬁﬁu. sud from
huubtt to the N.Gusso Nyero .houu be effocted, m especi-
-nuy that umg-mn should be made to combat the um 53
difrieulties noross tho\ desert. . Iy Stordy has un- w &
scheme 1nvolving & mintmum of expense. Should the Byl,A,
Protectorate see fit to adopt it, the transport question will
be reduced t0 & mindmum, indeed at the precent time it

no insuperable obstmole. o combat the third diffie + ‘
it would be advisable to have an agent at Loyale to m
cettle, whieh could be alsé inoculated thtro or g 11
necessary. The grazing at Hoyale is very good lnﬂ M‘
rairly adequate aupply of wator there. ioreover My Dﬁ.

dom in the immediote vicinity of she -tuttan. i
of the ground and the nature of the soil proml
‘an undertaking, It ¢ probable again that o
«an Govermment really favour the scheme that
even a grest mod ofl cattle 'ouid ecoupy &
time.

(9) On the Abyssinien side of the mdor f
in the innate distrust of the A‘bynidm
their inability to see any adventage scen
For the latter I believe a euston house ¢
hesd of stock horses would pess snd pay a
Ababa must form. the _onacrat‘.hl inducement,
sheuld doubt if more thean en infinitesimal o
offioials are educated enougn to appreecl
trade, but th'sua omrﬂwmiﬁ‘




mmunm»fnmmtmuum
than )mm sllow and indirectly discourage it.
V"ln slso nu- that ﬁ’ony delsys and difficulties over
passes sto must be done away with se the loss of time which
apparently means nothing to an Abyulpln. is insupportable to

& Zuropean. At the. present prices I suggest that the
following charges would not kill the trade, though 7 am far
from suggesting that they should be imposed.

Cows &nd heifere # 5; Dullocks 3 ; mares £ 20 ; horses £ 10 |
mules § 10. 1
Ther again My Stordy has suggseted that one of his assistants
who would be guartered at Loyale could be allowed to visit and
dooto_r digensed cattle belonging to the Borana. eing that :

it was to be free the authorities at Adis Ababa
welcome this ides. I feel a certain doubt ho
Stordy should know, 8s to how far thyfe idea wi
our Govermment. It must be borne in mind the

a percentage of deaths from incculationd, a r
| point with ignorent netives. . Again it is sug

- return trﬂc especially in sheep be fodtered, a :

ides if it could be induced.  The fact that

that of the Abyseinisn highlands rcndonr sueh axel
A prosent from our Government of o few pedigree ¥
ui mooted. The effeet of such a preseat would
~itory however, and though having no experience
the Abyssinian mind, 1 wonder if such free gi

nmpu the traditionsl distrust of the gift bes
‘ Personslly I place my entire trust in the tex o

Vlml.
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suggestion of a uuﬁr mission from Adis Ababa to Wair- .

obi is the only thii.. save the course of time that can
~ Temove it. I firmly believe that such an expedition, i

mors especially if a white officer accompanied it would be
eminently desirable, and would do more than anything else
to do away with the distrust on the border, which is at
present always likely to lead to trouble. Poobably a
glimpse of the ll'l-ltl:‘” plain between Marsabit and

Moyale would do more than a sheaf of letters and a week

of protestations to convinee the Abyssinian that we do

not propose to invade his land from the South. That sus-

3
pioion removed probadly with it would go the principle-
obstasle to trade.

I10. It would I think be a sine qua non that the B.E.A.

Government should give an undertaking that no cattle or

other livestook should cross our frontier save at the Cus-

tom House. Any mobs going down 'ou‘l.d receive a pass, and

the' presence of any o-ttiy etouiy orossing the desert with-

out such a pass would be sasy of detection. Such an un-

dertaking would I believe comstitute a oonsiderable in-

ducement ‘to tho' Abyssinians, and would I suggest be more- -

over a matter of common honesty.

II. An effort might well be made to facilitate the sys-
tem of passes for traders and others. Bither a fixed and
sasily recognisable pass from our Government qhoixd be
sufficient, or if such a course is impracticable the Abys-
sinians might hand direct to our Authorities a certain
number of blank passes.

I2. As an independent traveller I would like to bsar

witness

7
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 witmess to as great an extent as possible to the unremit.
ting hard work carried out by Mr Stordy throughout the
expedition.  Although in no way assisting I have mﬂ
1y had every opportunity of judging, and -ﬁwm
1y mm/em nb one oould have done more or spa:

self less to ortutamnnntmuum'
Naturally he is unaware that I am writing this.

I3. Unrestricted trade is undoubtedly the
worked for. In however the event 0! this
adhe permission to trade a limited m
than nothing. This permit might be m ¢
Government and the transaction carried out
eultural Department, or permission might be
Government to applicants.to trade so many he

(sgd) CRANWORTH.
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My, Fiddes.
Sir H. Just.
Sir J. Anderson.
Lord Lucas.

My. Harcourt.




