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The Under—Secretary of State for Foreign A fairs presents

his compliments to the Urider-Secretary of State jfor ¥

/@ u&www and, by direction of the Secretary of

State, transmits heyewith copJ, of the under-mentioned paper.

Foreign Office,

#M ( |, 972

Reference to previous letter :
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Bdward crey "s¥t. P, |

With reference to the political cumt\s’ou and in

continuation of my despateh Ho, 97 of the 19 December:-
I have the honour teo report that iias Abate arrived here on the
29 Jecomber, with o small following. le went to the house
of kas Mikail dwg was arrested and placed in chains.

lie seems to have demanded & trial, which was refused.
1t was decided to send him to Magdela under the escort of
Kes Mikail himgelf. They started yesterday, has Abata in
chains, followed by & weeping crowd,

It seems that though Res Abeata has meny sympathisers,
none of them Lad sufficient courage te stand by him.

“is reported intention to fly to the British border is credit- I

-ed here, where his imprisonment is aseribed partly to this
reason.

Kas Abate is not likely 1 think to come to any harm.
When duly submimsive, he will be +IM man in his turn to
dhposun' some other discontented chief.

‘is surrender and imprisonment are an undoubted trimL )
for Lij Yasu, whose 'poaacful suceession no one now at liberty _
peems likely to diaspute. “he departure of :as Likeail V
nowever leaves Lij Yasu free to dJru he will, ne other Ras
having mueh influence over him,

At present it is nearly impossible tc do any business
with the Abyscinian Govermuent, such as it is. '

They are all preccoupied with their own intrigues, and none
will teke any responsibility without Lij Yasu's spprovel.
Lij Yasu himself will attend to little business. .
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2. The departure of Has iikeil has been the, signal Tor

the sending to tuedr oo-gm of the treeps of Ras »-xuo;'
Severel thousands are said to nave left already,

S The fewer tne soldiers, the lower the market prices, and the

less risk of uncomfortable demands on the Treasury.

Lejas Kassa, the oormuo:‘ envoy, has received the
country of Lasta as well a&s h?:;x'a;.mr'l country of Sellald.
fut 1 hepe that he may remain here 2s councillor of the

Government.

3. The Italian Boundary Commission in the Benadir country
has finished its work, and the German officer employed onit
by the Abyseinisn Covernment has returned to Adis Ababa. '

1 hear thet tuey not only refuse to pay- his expenses, Lut
aceuse him of improperly favouring tue Italians.

tneir exeuse for this insulting beheviour is that one of thiih.
own sen produced & map differsnt from that of the Barom ven
C—S'unus. the officer in question. This Abyssinian had
never 1 believe seen & mep before starting om the Commission,
but he has now made & very popular ens.

on smy future boundary Commission this ingemious draftsman

is 1ikely to be empleyed with probably -mw results. .
Eis oniy stock in trade is to make what ke is pleased to call
nis map differ frem that 'of the Suropeans. -

1 have the homour to be, 3ir,
with the highest respect,

Your most obedient,

humble servant

Ot dopifife.




