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I have the honour to report that the Italian

Legation is endeavouring to obtaln from the Abyssinian
Government & concession for the Marconi Company to es-
tablish a high power wireless telegraph station at
Adis Ababa. ’ 7 '
This would link up Massowah with Lugh and Moga- :
dischu and would be a great 1mprovement on thé present
line on which commﬁpication is constantly being in-
terrupted by the poles being blown down by storms.
I do not anticipate any arrangement being arrived at
until Lij Yasu's return to Adis Ababa.
I hear however from Count Colli that Mr. J. Hum-

phreys 1s in correspondence with the Marconi Company

on the same subject and is endeavouring to find the

A
money s0 that he may on his return be able to put a

definite proposal before the Ethiopian Government.
On this point however I have personally no news.

I do not believe that Mr. Humphreys will succeed,
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a8 if the Government were o sstablish a high power

station at the capital on their own account the

cost will probably-be & good deal more than they will
_be willing.to provide, whereas if the M&rconi Company
make this installation themselves, they will come to
an agreement whereby the Government wiil receive &a
certain percentage of the profits and the Erytrean
Government will also grant a subvention.

I am 1n~ur of Count Colli's plan as the ser-
vice would be more affect ive in the hands of the
Marconi Company than {f it wers managed DY the Abys-
ginlan Government. Tn this connection I would
suggest that the Marconi Compeany might be approached
on the subject of the gstablishment of sinilar
stations at Nairobi and Khartoum with 1f possible a
station at Gambela. These last two statlions es-
pecially, would D8 VeTy useful for our trede connec-

L
tions with the Sudan and would strengthen our hold
over Western Abyssinla as at present the only sure
means of commupicg}ion are by runner, as the tele~
phohé 1ine is practically useless.

I am addressiﬁg copies of this despatch to

Cairo
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Cairo Khartoum and Nairobi.
I have &c.,

(81gned) Wilfred G. Thesiger.
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