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b (AN

Deax Butler,

» Tt may interest you to hear my views as to how things
military are going on out here. Wnen T wes ac Kismeju I
received a letber from CGirouara dated Sép.27 giving his
VIBWB on thr ¥.Frontier quesm:ton and enclesing a lemors
ancmm of pRe sDisat Syoh CRRBOinE FeGTRLLY N got wnia

at the C.0. as Giroum Bays 1.t. was origins.uy«eent “hone

to nme.

forwand 1,1& policy. of expansion by the C.C. He#et.a.t,es that
“aince Wis returm to the Pratectorgte he has become aware. of
the larse number of armg colming into the country; but we
nave fmown of this For tHe last wé.ﬁeém and ‘before = 1;13n
was moved, it %8 therefore no pew problem complicating the
situation. A year ago you will remember that the Govezlno;: ‘
guaranteed that no trouble could occiy 1in the coun‘t.fy, and
that on thie point T differed from himj no fresh situation
heg arisen, and yet now he seems to realise that the con-
tingency i3 not only pessible but indeed probable on a lapge
scale if we try to di'aa.rn.l our Semali tribes Ile' states : ‘
that there are two courses open: (1) Continue our polics}
or'\ot;ama.‘bion. (3) To withdraw. The (Becond is
clearly impog#ible. The first is whah We have been doi:,&g am
is what“ 18 gradually drifti_ng u& to, the dangers of oper-
ations on a lafrge scale for which we are t.ota.lly unprepared.
What ic this pol:t’cy of observa.ticn’? s far as T can neke
15 tne plsﬁmg of \nmofficer in an isolated position
ﬁm ﬁd’ i wlﬁ, el 5* entoroing shy
p w%é%’lcer 4% a good orme and. hdfs_r
Soma.li! hé may keep bhings al xiescen'f.
b‘ut some time a nitu.-.tiuh must, coue
take strong measures or c1ind adwhi it ie all very ni

talking oi' not mnerfet-mg with tribel cuﬁ%,omg, bummw

- L -~ " 5

B 4 s . & o £ Lt g 2 ,"i‘
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The tenour appears to me to imply that he haa-beenuxged .2
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‘.one of our oi‘ricers,Bp:ls By mme,ha.a baen obserying ot '
a year at Serenli, he will shor tly be home and proba.bly kno'is

moye about the lferehan and Aulihan than anyone else. He is

2 thoroughly level hegded capable nan.

As far es I cad gather. it hes now peen 1eft to me nhemer I

mavb troopR to Ha.n‘iana ana Dolo, T shall howcvvr ot mcvn in
g

£
w g;a\mer um,n ; hm seen, the Gcwérnpn. x ‘
Tho t:aopq, ccmsidez-ing Whatt ey havvtbpan a.hmg,a.i»e better \

than I sxpect,éd ‘The (‘umél Oorps will howéver reguire at
Least 'm camnh immediptely’teo put them in ‘an- ef:;oienu con-
dition, ‘am orf this' poim)‘"' am writing to.the ‘Governor; , in
men all except‘ one company are seriously hélow their strengbdh.
They nea.rm Yad trouble again with the Abyssinian Company
Nb,ircb however they: hava- now- amt 'mek gone 32; ten melk
months ﬁ*rmammcmed w1t "'wo Com&.nMee, the
Kavirondo and Nyasaa; -are all or nea.rly ‘Aafegecruits.
The difficulty of" finding sultable officers‘(;f sutficient
seniority and experlence no commanu 8Ly nheae “aifferept de-
tachments (t,here are now 8) :13 a.lmost. inmweruble

n Giroum ] 1etter not.mng is Baicl about hpméhysaim:m

raiding is to be stooped, MOyale with § a cornpm'pf Tape
fantry cen clearly not do 1t,, and you can scarcely T{iu e ;{ .
, oamel coupa(every 'year. et an?wer are we t.a dake tol
the Italims when our tribﬁa rajd “theirs? mere.ky« tha,t this
’is a tribal custom wit.h which we do nqt interferej, and are
we bo make the . same answer to owr friendly tribes who have ;" |
been compulsorily helpin@ us w:b!’i transport, when they in B
their turn are eraiged? - .
B You muatb rep*baz tLhal o\q sdtuation here (7 :;ub;*.riees ‘L

o~

Y 'serioun than evens 4t was in Vorthérp Somaliland; i,
there we were based on the sea with the mle ‘ot t.h.q xeaou.roes

of Tndia,Ader and Fnglend at our dispcsal at ehozt noméi. y

Here our Sea base would be three weeks away under faveur- -
able ) z




" 'hg?‘.i /
ﬁ;}!ﬁoryhgm Soma.l.ila.nnf‘o puti oux- iy

| 5

} merely B augstion of epending money, ,4

. hbre you mighfr apdnd d.s mxwh as you 1iked end pot be a.'bl >

to hasten things by a day.

T do not think txeze is any specia.1 immediate danger, Wn
ig however probably more than last yeme, as t‘he nriqu a.i*e
natupally getting restless when they ses thac i@ have nrodpa
there and do nothing. you ought not however be wurpriged if
you are forced 'inte action. . L & -’—«
T am now informead unofr‘iclal;y that the:Cgvernor has’ ;n‘cw- .
mised the est*lers“ﬁ’h’“ﬂwf‘—ee compo,nies ahaf«’l nemi:m\at.

s T NS S e ot
Nair ob; you w111 remember . that a?t, the oonference he ;?ba.t.ed‘
s o g b ot N e O N S—— s

bﬁa,t no\troops Bt all were requireqd there; know of

’)r-m*w B et PG s e s L e nlibac e

B s chanda
anming in the wrtntary siw.ution which naa neceasib&teo any
a‘mhf’omplebe ucq&-ation of view.
T aq mending &\pm,,p?“ ﬂ'\,’s,a letter to Resa at Vairodi and £ %
. meulg, be much#obngeu :.f\ gag would 18t lir Fidaes gee 1 as

I bhink t,ha.t C.O. ~sl'lbu$d t»hbrnughly rea.liae ‘the s;t.uaticm.




