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Serdr 1Tk July s,

The Right Honourable Lewis Hareourt,
Secretary of State for

DOWNING STRLET.

Just beforc leaving uth Africa for kngland -
he correspondence havinpg been forwarded to me - I had
the honour to receive your le‘ter enclosiug (1) ecopy
of a eommunieatior from His Excellency, the Governor
of the East Africa Protec*orate,(Sir Peray Girouard)
dated Naircby 12+ February last, also (2) copy of a
communication fr . mw tis krcellency, tke Governmor of

Nyassaland, dated 17th February 1812 with its

You are awars of course that it wes oply ¥m the
latter part of April last tbat T took over the comtrol
of the Union-Castle Line, and, seeing that I left
England for South Africa on the 4th May in order teo
acquaint mysel/ at firs! tand with questions affeeting
shipping interssts there, and have just veturned, I
have not had much time to lqg} imto matters, dbut you
will allow me to assure you that T am thWowpyghly

alive to providing the most up to date facilities for




L iR Lo ot dobed . cpad - Sad Sl NN " T e e

the Anuouing huqd; o! 1 1] z&t “rlo,a ”sungor
' *‘QMI ordered

a large new steamér - 10;000/11 000 tons - to be <o

,~¢rld-. and just bolor' I,

followed by others of a simileawtype, in the plans
of whioh vessels the hot weather and other sonditions
pertaining to the RBast African voyage will be very

carefully studied and provided for.

in the meantime, so long ae the steamers whieb we
require for the present to smploy in this servics are
not steamers specially adapted to the trade, thers
wili be, [ em afraid, some oeccasion for diusatislaotiﬁ 
in respeet of vertilation and otherwise, but, while
s 2.
,ffipiir,

that the utmost is being done to minimise any

that the complaiuts by the Nyassaland

vory mwe: oxa’gerated, [ am assured

ineonvenience and to make the berthing arrangements
as o mforiable as oan possibly be done, ineluding the
suitable berthing of invalid passengers, vhiok

Iltt-r poigt is particularly referred to im th’ ok
\!ugi}d& Tiom the g"&?! afijhe Kast Afries
T
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Protestorate.

! pass on to the strong somplainte msde by the

Nyassaland Officials in respest of the nnpunctuslity
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of the steamers st Chinde. -} find that there have been
communiocations on the subject between our Agonoicn, ‘.n
indicated in the eorron“pnd.noe which yOI enclosed ﬁi'h
mey the l}!lioullloo (q‘ﬁiniqel of soem Ly &qu,’.'l *
owing to the unreliability of the tologr.ﬁ? laﬁvloo
from Chinde, but this I believe has ;ooafr'nodiod by

an afrnhgoment whereby our Natal Office, whieh is
always well acquainted with the movements of the
steamers, telopraph? from Natal direct. I trust
therefore that there have been no recent instances of
passengers from Nyassaland being without more
accurate knowledge of the date upon whioh the steamers

may be expected at Chinde.

1 should like to add a few worde in respect of the
eomplainte connected with the irregularity of the
sdrvice. In the first place I would remark that the
agroonent for tho Eas? Afrioap serviee requires us to .
maintain-a, soavip' ot ntocu'rv li:!llr lp tennage,:
lpoci and" doe:imoﬂ“{inn §o fho preaaﬂt fntor-odt.lc:
ttalmor, tged in 'ho Bauth Lfriuln servioe. This
condition has been amply fullilled. In return the
‘rown Agousv on, behalf ol the Protectorates Q’ngt
Afiiot, zcnda, lyl.sllunl and lll:iblr, undertook’ te
do all in their power to suppo®t-dur service. It is

an expensive service and all the Government passengers

were promised us, as well as all the Protectorates'
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freight, so that I trust there will be a dispesition
on the part of th' PruL'o1o ates to eonsider t)lt

for tbg ,nrpqlo aoft kzpyﬁnc up l British East African

‘fti“;h‘p lutvtqo i{ ip necessary that we should

regéive thoxr full suppert, thoygh for the time being
there may be some defects im- th& nafvic.. I ap &nxious
that the timetabls should be 3s ralinhlo as yossiblo,
but at the best. an absolule adberence 4o dates is
almogt imprastieable, sonsidering the vnﬁying oondit ten.
of weathér connected with the prevalence of the
monsoons and othervige. lorocvqr,.thoro is a
diffisulty in fhe sstter of the quantities of earga to
be deslt wifk. Some tiecnarl bave more cargo and some
less. It is most essential that the best arrangement
possible should be made at the ports to afford the
steamers expeditious éischerge. [ see that the
Nyassaland ¢omplainiy referred to the "Cascon" in
January last. f‘{i e&éa#ey Lad some 8H00 tons earyo,
material etc, todisckarge at Mombasa and was detained
eight days there, while in other essed the steamer may
perhaps only havo about 1500 tcns for Mombasa which
must make a material iifforvﬁo. as rggqrds the steamer

being up to time or early or llto. “ 1 am very e

¢ %

much concerned about the despatoh

Mombasa. The same stemer, the ,OM 551. ‘ ,
il o Lo

oloven days there at the end of April’ to iilchnrg.

some 4000 tons material, ete, and it will be readily




. 4 e 5o

understood how irksome this must be to passengers for
farther ports who are detained at Mombasa for this
length of time. There are apparently mamy obstaclas
to the prompt dischargs of steamers. The lighters may

take the carge out of the steamers but they eannot gat

digcharge at the wharf. The Railway lepartment
cline tc work oz the wiarf a' ui %4 Tor want,

unders.ana, of proper lightinr arrangements. The shed
and Railway a.ranvemsnts a' [ilindini are allered

be i1l designed and they are certainly inadequa 2. We
hear too of grzat confusion in ‘he sheds which

blocked from end to end, so *rat consipnees have the
uteost difficulty in ve'‘tiny their ds. Sust
representati~-ns as we haVe ‘louj it ¢+ make ‘n the
Uganda Railway will I hope receive ane eti-uti

it is needless tn state tha' | learned with f‘he
groatest satisfaetion thet the vernmen! had arranged
the loan of £50U, fur developmen in Ugenda aud

British East Africa, including the improvement of the
port of Kilindini. The deep water pier, for which
funds were voted over a year ago, is an urgent
necessity, and 1 sincarely trust , in the interests
of the prosperity of British East Africa, and in the
interests also of the ‘su¢cessful earryimg out of pur’
steamship service, including the rogulariti and
promptitude of the service, that messures will net

be for a moment unnecessarily delayed in respect of




adapting the port

increasing trade,

of Kilindini to its impertant and

am, Bir,
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