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Jone Tre nm.ln,n of Board ap;d to anquirs into
the causa of the outbrerk Aftver [/ er emuilry is of
& < 4 opinjon thathn . would .,(' m,. oper te instifute procesainga
Last provious Pupe?™y ¢ priinst We Y 0'Swalg & for d - mEges . ler b copys o
of latiens whicn At 1-» “oped ull prevent toe
«mb ecurrence of a similar inci aqm, Eatd coert of rapuilcing
* /0 £2 which he will endasvour to mest from b-x‘»"! : 8 .
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Sir, % RER ¢

I have the honoug, to réfer ta Jour naqrjét( b
No.82 of .the 30th of Jumuary respecting the
dagtruction by fire of Lustoms petrol go-down
et Kikindini and to, Lru.nm' Rerevith Tor your

infermatien @ eopj ®f the ?nmn\ o1 the Deard
cauge of the oUt=""

¥

" appointed towsnauire inte t
s
bréak,

ngcm rocexyt of tnie report ‘"aausod
w: \nveitxpﬂon 0. be Meide uth oyl @
E V. ucarhhin._ romor if would- be fauxhlo for thu
i T Q‘Mf’hrlmﬁmu procou.m(; acaanpt

‘g}, * : UbBars. 0 'Birald -ahd C«mpuq?or danages. [t Bppa&l's-
; 3 howsver that workuen {n the ecploy-of this
i ? company arg slso of Kpears,fmits Mackenzie bad been

for meme tiwme prexjously im. the pabil of repatring

tins pf petrol apd keromine on the partioular
1 spot where tLe fire troke out, in e Im glutle
vicinity of e ;p-cowr, and luat Lol fwt vas
pouuon ¥ngwledgn W oe Iosien subordinates of tho};
Custome

THE RIGHT BONOURABLE
LEWIS HARCOURT, P.C., M.P.,
SECRETARY-QF ‘CTm; FOR THE COLONIES,
a0 T DOURING “TERERS, TANDON. W
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m@;mem “who uni‘orbunatei’y appear -
_q;ther to have: ta*m it for gmntod that the uu
of this spot had been suthnnud by & superior
offiogx or to hnu.mqm the pﬂuﬁon in -
ignorance of the 5erwné gousequences whxch m;g:z
ensue. Unfortunately elso it so happens that em’

: 'mntou on uliich the premises were viaxud

Officer, a qircmum of froqm‘
: , B0 'pmtzonl o?ﬂu nawry were in
I "

3: It would therefore in wy opinion be improper
for the Govermment to take action agminst Messre.
0'Swald and Company. 1 enclose a copy of Regulet-
jons which have mes been issueq an. which it is
noped will prevent the recurrence of 4 similar
incident.

4. The estimated cost of tne reconstruction of
the Go-down is £200, which I will endegvomr to
meet from eavings. ‘

1 have tue honour te b? s
8ir, ’ b

Your humble,obeaient seryant,
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Y petgol go-down at Kilindini is used for the

purpose A.f \torinz‘pntrol and benzine for importprs.

’ *!t is cuntqny for ‘the go-doen e be opmea fron” -

) t.imc to‘*ﬂﬁ. for perabna storing oil uwrc 10 repa.xr
any tins lmch mey be found to be I‘hmg.

On the morning of the zznc Jenuary. . ‘number ‘of\ X

.

Weshiri and Indians in the employ of Meesrs.W.0'Swald ™ 4
and Company, oil importers, were engaged in removing
from the go=-down and soldering tine which were found
to be leaking. ‘ ¥

The tins of oil were trougnt out by e Weshirie

ana stocked some on tne Verandian of the gp-down,

others between the Railway lines which run £ feet
in front of the veranieh, and others in the space
5 feet wice on ‘he far sice of the Railway lines. An
old tin containing & cosl fire for Beatin: soldering
irome stood about 1l feet in fremt of the go-down
asongst the petrol tine,a few of snicu nad - théir
~ups, removed prepuratery to new cgpa be sgldered on,
Om of the Inuian tin smithe gad' tife solaerine
srated on & box wome ¥ fegt rr& the fire for he‘ﬁp&
the solderin. irons.

At about 12.30 whilst engm-ed 1n this marmer and
ut & Lime wnen there weré some 130 tims of petrol

scatterec phout in the space only 13 feet wiue in

" fmé of the go-cown the Indian tin smith seatel by
‘ iva 1 ip or shouk & tia of ol
¥ e .\epcr ot glip o EL”“pmA*“J‘
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the :
wrﬁndmg tine ‘ﬂie flamee t#{&}y s;pnufmg ‘ot
ﬂu 11 Ioet spwe i irvn‘b of. e go-down vhich
httqrgi\ﬂﬂa tine md nnn o!p ST ‘
7,013 ¥r.Cox's evidence ﬁ w.&rs W tw; outuh‘ ‘
S yébden casge of the'petrol ti&e at_ihgt uhle ftonpd 4
in %go—&wn were scturated “with petrol !ron M’ &
breakages on board ghip and goakages in phe go-down k.
and we are of the ‘plmw that tne {lem from the °
burning petrol outside the g)-dotn cu.ﬁer came ln&
direct contact with these highly jnflammable Sases &
or ignited fumes arising frem them thereby ouu.nng(

the total destructxon of the gp-down and ifs

contents. .
We find that the cause of ths deéstruction of ﬁn

Kilindini Petrol Go-down on the 22nd January was
the accidental spilling by an Indian &in. snith of
petrol close to @ fire used for heatin: seldering “

irons standing about 11 feet from the go-down.
8d/fm 0.5.Hemsted, Chaiyman
8d/= Frank Stan.ﬁr, / ,
’ Tosn Magistrate .

8d/= F. Uson, oy
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