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Md-erMh Stae,, "
© ~Foregn Office,
, Leudon.

e The Under-Secretary of State for Forewgn Afairs presents . 4

his compliments Lo the Under-Secretar O Srate for [K(

CW” and, by direction of the Secretary of

"rngl'..lr.rl (v "/
Slulc fransmits hevewith cop (_,éJ v sorreterniiicisi tmed papord
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Keference to previous letter .
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Wwith r-:orom.a to )n*donth of Cdptvai.n Ayler, I
have the honour to report that I saw the Council ot
Ministers on Satu;ﬂay last and informed them t.ha'fa'

His Maj.est,;l's JQ‘«'UFLlr;lT: while reserving the qu;sﬁon
of compensation for later djecyssion, held 1t was now
absolutely necessary, fDI','u..'zd prevention of such im-
cidents in future, that a rectification ot_!.}n frontier
should be made which would give us permanent mt@r
along the narrow strip fiom G. Kuffoll to Gebel Furroll
80 that we could patrol our sids of tne line effectivo-‘.
ly, and that all the hunters in any way responsible
for Captain Aylmer's death should De cgught and hung.
{ nalf at Moyale, hilf in Adis Ababe.

I reminded them forcibly that it was on mn’
P

: v ',,g‘,-} d&stinct, promise to prevept all Lhas&ﬂt?n future . .
. o g
P 't,hat we had consented to. leave the question of the

f!‘bntier 1ine in abe mn**m this prowise gad not

" only not been kept bu‘t. tmn mtwrs hsd been allowed

o=

' Right, Honourable “
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"M &Mu‘t,m ior:bho wea. : o Bx;hn
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hvn!gnt mt Hu'mosty's‘ﬁv{&nmt hlmboon so

- Mim m 'hho !mot continued Waca.uon both on, tho
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Western md&uthom frontiers and that while they were

R

now rorced 1nl Belf défence to insist on the acceptance of

{%

possible for the Abyssinian Govermnnent as regards their
position towards their‘iown,people by offering them an
'&uivnlbnt compensation south of the line in exchangs
.“;r:tor the territory which must be handed to us.
; 71 then asked when they would be prepared to give me

‘n anawer, and whgn tney said they must walt for a
'mnth or six weeks until t,hej had reoeivad & mva to
the 1ettex:s they had sent to the rront,‘ikex: otficers

~for further details, I told them that while I was

w*].ms the question of compensation should be delayed
: o i -

until further details were received, the fact of Captainm .

Aylmer's death at the hzmds or Tigre hunters m p‘..ﬂl

-

sxistence of a chronic state of disorder om the m

mu)wma beyond discussion, and cmb
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the above measures they wished to make matters as easy as

aA" .

them this delay am arter some dlscunion M

promlsed 10 me-again on the 26th Bt .
e & orieny

I an afraid there 1@ no chance of thelir being

willing to make the proposad al*amtions in the line

unless they feeél they ars forced to the wall, when

they will give way; tney rsalise they cannot afford to

alienate Brit¥el frieidsiip bul, in the usual Abfesinian

fashion, they hope by fpostponing any definite answer

r
to avoid coming to & decision, trusting that in time

the matter will be allowed to drop especially 1!1 the

guilty pers'ons are meanwhile caught and execu;.ad.

I 'belisve that the <ime has come Lo make &

definite stand acainst this method of dealing with

“Yuropean affairs and that the death of a Brivish——

officer, gulminating ap 1f+doss a three years seriss

ot '.‘.'i}rul outragea on both frontiers, is a matter of

g
sueh grave ano‘rt,mcé ‘that uﬁ refusal to meet our
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Your dempatch 'l0.41 of June 1§%h. § \\\\
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We desire for our own mk:s %0 prevoﬁ& t?&c lose of

Abyssinian indspendence or tne dirintegration of the

country, and consequently we cannot entertaim any 10‘!

of a miiitary éxpedition.

Thie being the care, it would e quite uam

’_}i‘

a8 the vaﬂ ane MRt well «now, foFf Uk L0

threatr to which we could not zive effect. What then

- L

1s the dction.which you contemplate in the pemnultimate

paregraph of your deppatch’ &UOve-mentioned”




