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¥l Sir:-
“ With reference to your letter of the 18th. ultimo’
T am directed by “ecretary-Sir F. Grey to tranemit to
€
you herewith copy of & further despatch from :1s
lajesty"s inister at Adis fbeba rerpecting the
questiocn of the fbyerinia-british }aﬁt'ﬁrrica toundary .
| am to ovmerve that & copy of your letter of the
v 18th. ultimo has been forwarded to ''r. hesiger, RO
that hLe wiil ghortly te ewere that the quemstion of the
gtren-thening of the frontler forcer 1g recelvirng
conpideration.
: Subject to ' ¥. “arcourt‘n concurrence, 'T.

\

Thesiger's propoeal to vieit the trontier on hir wey |

L i .
. ) I
home on leave in anuary next will te approved. j
I am, 4
Sir

our most obedient,

humble Servant,

Lo Jerra

\

Under Secretary of State, v
Colonial Off2ce.: ra /4 - y
v A ’)J v %
w7
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Sir

- ) Adis Ababa, October S, 1913

[ HAVE the honour 1o 1 port that T Lave received adespateh from NE ll"~ e
informing me Mt be met Fitaarari Waldi near Gaddaduma on the 2#th \‘1‘_:\I;¥ m'ul
that they went togd ther, via Kuffole and Gadeir, as far as Jara '

No Tiere were_met with, although they rec vedBnformation that some hunters
loul been in various places onour side of the line quite recently. N

On the scene of Captamn Aylmer's fight, the remains of two Tigre were found,
which showed that the Lhunters had not eseaped scot free. ‘ ’

Mr. Hope inforims me that *“should the Abyssinian Government eventually agree
noof the houndary, 1 fear that, with the present-foree here, we will
dead awainst it
vnst us,

1o the reetificat
ave great diflicalty in occupying it, as the local officials would be
ourselves everywhere hyding bands of so-called

and we would find
and the loeal ofMicials would wink at it and not help us.’ .

[t i<, 1 think, very much to be recommended that [ <hould, when T go on leave
next year he anthorised to trav el home vid Moyale and Nuirohi I could then see
Mr Hope o the spot and Alis('!ns the whieaguestion with him If the rectification
is ageeed o, ] could take down the domiirenfs and show them to the local chicts,
whom I would visit for this purpose, and try and imduee them to aceompany me to
Movale to rauge for owr joint conduct i futur 11 owere to go, Twauld cortainly
sk the Government here to send down an influentiad officer with me for this p J"um"_
md T wounld propose taking Mr 741!‘-h|r«- whose leave is apo due, as his knowlk lge of
e eonntry wankd be of great use ' )

Even if the froptier queation were not se{tled, 1 Helieve that the fact of My woing
there would lave a gobd eftect, and imduce the Abyssiniads o contiaue cuforciny the
nresent edicls agninst the humters for a considernbly longer period than w uld other
wise be the case,

At present, niatters are more or less uiet on the border, but it is only
the question of the frontier is still under i ussion here, and, sooner or b inless
stronyg prvvvnti\n- measarcs are taken cnoonr ~ide they will revert to the ir tormer

tate

4

hecause

It is difficult to see, Lhowever, how” tHese proviative meisires are to be taken
unless the force on the froutier i'.\ inereased, but, ns | Aher from Mo Hope's letters,
this proposal has already bheen vetoed by the Protectorate Govetnent, whose poliey,
if one may ndge from Colonul Thesiver's memoratdum on the miliary st mm»«hr-ﬁl
the 17th April, 1912, it is to decrease the forees at our disposal, on the ~core of
cxpense, at the very moment when their o sponsihilitics arc increase {

The rretificatton -of the froutier, if we obtadn ity can, in My opinion, serve noe
o we intend to put a permanent post at Gaddaduma and strensthenogr
{0 epable them to deal cffectivaly with these hands of ,raiders, and
Hope's

useful end un

patrols suflicicntly
this is appurcntly out of the question with ihe force at present at Mi
1

L Neo pté&nnw that can be eru'_;lxl to bear here will ever induce the A by asininn
. $.L0 take- perman ceffective measures to stop yaidine and ci-ranniug

e IR Q)‘, pers jem to put posts under efliewent otlicers o the
strategica ts o 3 )

, %hen these points are unhealthy or wndesable Trom
an Abyssinian poink;

1 receatly saw aniasmatel Gashi, o of the principal wardens of the frontigr,
who told me that his headquarters were at Tuka, E.NCK. of Moyale, further even trom
the raiding centre of Gaddaduma than Mr Hope's headquarters, and that foryarious
limatic reasons le could not live permanently at Gaddaduma ; all he eould do was
to send an expedition there whenever he beard or was informod by us of rsiding
parties.

When it is co
Lands, and that the, local ehief {s fukly aware t

|19

1
&

\sidered that the Aby ssinians have no real incentive to cutch these
hat the mepe sénding of nn expedition




« while MF.

will be quitg suficient to satisfy the Central Government that $heir orders have been

complied with, it is obvious that po improvemeést jn the situation can be expeeted
from amy adtion which is forced upon the Central Govern by the legativo.

It must be remembered also that Fituarar Waldi a aniasmatel Gashi, wh

(mud directly from Fituarari Hapta Giorgis, Minister War, arc the only two,

eh 01 ‘n'a frontier on whom direct pressure éan be brought to bear from here an |

. Yope reports favourably of their efforts, {he means at their dispossl

cly ingdequaterto-the task, sltho their-go-operation would be of great utibity of

«

" our border rrison wepe s and more widely distributed.
As-wataerd now a0 yod

“matterd now these two officers Aot prevent gun-runping cafwvans
and bands of himters, whib' come from the proyvinces of the semi-independent chiefs -
who surround them on three sides, from passing the marches and |mu:&m: nto our
territory, or watch the whole line in order to catcli them on their retarn, while our
patrols are barely strong enough to pursue theu, and too weah and lew to héad
them off in eny desired direetion, as is essential if Lem of co-o[Tration with
the Abyssinians is to be introduced.

Although the efforts 1 have made heic have recently rosulted in the arrest of
many hundreds of broken men and Lunters in the frontier provines, hpse men
cannot be indefinitely held in prison, and when released they wili undonbtedly grorn
1o their old life of brigandage and rmiding 1t is also futile to ope that the ool
Government will ever regain sfreogil cnough to the pur down the njustice and
oppression which are tuming out men of this gtanp as from a nuagafactaory b nunibers
which are increasing yearly, and therefore the Protectorale Government must realise
that, if order is to be kept on the border and cur tribes protected from contn ual raids
and from the ever present chance of death at the hands of Abyssiniau cotlaws it can
only be by their own unsided efforts  Tiat this nust mean additional expsnditore
is obvious, but this expenditure must Le regarded in the light of insuravee money and
to grudge it in the present cause is to court certain disaster in the future

Our lack of sufficient men oa the border is only too well kuowu here :\n(l\ fatal
to our prestige, as the Abyssinians very imturlly ask why, if we cannot afford te
supply ou officer of Captain Aylmer s stundmg when on patrol duty with an cscort of
more than ten or twelve mwen, they an their side should do more.

The only solution 1 cam sce for this questionwould be te increase our frontfer
foree in such measure that we slall be ut ﬁ to vive bur tribes the' protection we hawe

romised than for so long, aud then whem we have redeemcd that promise, t
austitute a rystew of gencral taxation sinopg the tnbes so protected, the whole
procveds of which stiell Lo ey ed to the protection and development of the northers
1rontier districts.

There gre, 1 ackuowledge, muny points o this (questfon \Illit‘“ 1 aunnot under-
stand and without a fall knowledge of which | cannot act efficiently here, and | bave
therefore, honour to sk that I may be authonsed in the beginuing of next year tq go
down to Moynle, taking Mr. Zaphiro with e, so that ] Fan visit the {rontier chiefs

enroute and, attes seeing the country with Mr. Hope, pmtu] home by Nairobi.
. 1 h (]I

{ % Ce <,
© WILFRED GYTHESSBER.

E

1




“".

PR

fsain 9
g L»ﬂ;r‘ﬁi{éq// /o /

- » il : Ny _ ! . - “:’ v A4
L R4 J%/J %"’ L

for the U

wcnod) H.J READ. ~



