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Sir Bdward Grey, Bart., K.G., M.P.
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1 have the Aonour to repert that the fire: meeting
with the Council of Mirristers under the preelcency ct
L1 Yasu to ciscusgithe questicr of the Sguthern
frontier tock place thle morning. [t was markec by an
atmosphere cf sericusness anc attention on the part of
the members cf the Council which 1 unusual ou these
occasions, but their final answer was 'c the effect
that the rec line had neern recoynised by the Emperor
Menel:k an¢ could rot be altered curing hie life-time

without his consent.

All the old arguments regarding Major Gwynn having

carried out the celimitaticn previcus to Lisutenant

-

Schubert's arrival, and the Abyesinian elaim tc the
countyy as far Wuth as Wujeira were brought formard

and had to be cupoud of boxorc we cculd nq v.q.tbo ]
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answer, -hm, I heve reported above, promising at tho
same time o do +heir best to catch and deal with the
parties guilty of the varioue acts of killing which I
had reported to them.

In my opening speech I had explained carefully
all our demands, recapitulating briefly the events of
the last four years, which had culminated in the death
of Captain Aylmer and the wounding of Mr. Jones, and
peinting out that the rectification I asked for did
not augment or diminish the territory cf either country
but was a mere exchange based on militery necessities,
and not, &8 report had it, a cession of territory de-

manded as compemsation for Captein Aylmer's death.

I reminded them, His Majesty's Govern-
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This questicn,

ment had so far held, snd were still holfuhg\ in
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%o conelusion’d remindeq them that, His Majesty's
Govermment had used no tiu'uu in the event of our
demands not being u-plud wit.h but at the same time
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although [ think I can promise that 'ror’uu next eix
men<he Lhe state cf things cn the fromtier will “v
greatly improvec we mus! reallse that it le only a
questicr of t.me before they revert Lo the old con-
dition of lawlesenees.

Thie reepite musl 1p my cpiricn be usec '«
strengthen the garrison cr the frcntler sufficiently
to enable us to protect our own tribes and deal with
any partiee cf ralders.

Once we are strong encugh t¢ dc this the Borana
will emigrate in large numbers with their cattle to
our s1de, end we can then prevent amy pureuit of them
or any repetliticn of the Kalalcha massacre.

This will mean a severe loss in reverue to the

Abyssinians who will then be cbligec to approach us op

e

the subject of the conditione® on the turder, and we can

thenmake our d%n temms, anc reject with ccnf idence

any proposals from the Abyssinian Government which
do not sult us.

&1 ¢ ¥ip tivis way we shall alter the whole oonplonon
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ous’ t.lu policy effectively will bde co.m
but eince it is mow clearly praved that the Mafety

of our vribes and the peace of the border must cepend

entirely on our own exertvions, I do mo we
can any longsr evadé our responsibilities “thie

respect. Further, as I have sald before, once we

give our tribes effective protecticn, I cannot eee any
reason why a system of general taxation should be
further postponed by which the protected tribes womlé

contribute tc the expenses of the frontier force,

I am addressing a coypy of this despetch to lLord
4

Kitchener.
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