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The Under Secretary of State,

Colonial Office, S.W.

Sir,
With reference to the correspondence which has
"taken place recently in regard to this Company's East
#frican service and to th% endeavours which we are . ﬁ?
.Eéking to astnblisﬁ dn efficient and satisfactory
service, we have had oocas1on previously to call

nttent1on ‘to.the: 1nadequafy of the facll1t1qs;al theq,

port of Mombasa, and,while. !a feel sure “Lhat ‘the Colonial'
Office will use whatever pressure'ls’possiblo to remedyh
matters in this respeot, looking to the fact'gf‘the 5
greatly increasing trade and the extent:to which

steamers are held up at the port of Mombasa, we think
it d551rab1e‘that.}he Seoretary of State for the Colonies
should alse Be awape that we have been seriously {
prejudioed“in.connéation with some of our éecent steamers
on account of th insbility of the Ugeqdabkuiiwgy to
cope with hhé transport of produce to the porf for -
thpmeni.

When we:-have lsarned that there is an expectation
of shipments in exoess of the capacity of our regular

four-weekly steamers,ws have aimed at despaﬁchiﬁg at

¥
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’ luitnblo timoa additional uteamera, as 1& the 1ns‘ance

of the S. S ”Gnélyh‘ intendad to load home from Mombasa
&8 an oxtrn steamor to-ardﬁ the ond of Novemher lust,
“whieh” stoamer, houavor, as. 'oll as the "Carisbrook

Castle" follo'1ng her, had to sail from ‘Mombasa with

- large quantities of vacant space. The reason assigned

fdfw#his by our Agents is that the Railway was quite
unable to cope with the traffic. They say that all
the exporters had tons of produce lying at various
df&tions on the line but ware unable to get it dewn.
It is &tated that, owing apparently to the lack of
rolling stock and locouoiitdh on the Railway, thére
wag a vast amount of dargo held: up at various ports
round the Lake At Klpumu alome there were reported
to be some, 1,500 tons, whereas the "Guelph" ‘4nd the

"Car1sbrook Castle", as &bqu

‘entloned had to:come

away from Mombasa in a Iargo measure -1th empty spaces
also we havq learned that the "Dunvegan Castlp", which
sailed. from Mombaaa Btst &1t1mp, had not a full CETEO.

; Thrs diagypolntment in respect of ‘the ogngo f

oxpectod for the stoamers in question aeriously }ff&otS'

the matter of their making profitable voyages in this

ﬁ otgensxve trade,~lnd ve lrust that it will not be

‘AZ/" consldqred out of place that we should call stisntion

“to &hs iusuffiuxency of the railway facilities, which
w Me' tha Au%ihieﬂ conoerned will lose no time in
seeking to extend’ and‘?mprove in keeping with the
reduirame£t= of the indreasing traffioc.

- W hry, Sy,

Your obedient servanmts,
THE UNION-CASTLE: IAIL STEAMSHLP COMPANY, LIMITED.
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