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August 13, 1913

¢ Private Secretary to the Colonial Secretary,
Golonial Office,

itehal?, 5.W.

"I gnclose rerswith a;llemorandim to the Coloni.) Scere- .

tary, dealing with affai-s in Fa - Africa.
I € to .'r Laroourt ef vy intention to. send him

this letter, and would ask iipm wheter, after having reud
4

Fpx £ . F
t# contants, he wonlg gr=nt :ve & igterviaw at the louse

of Comuons wit® rofenence t
4

I




CarLton Mouse,

Recent STreeT; .
Lonoon, S.W. ]
13

{ e 1lth August 1913

. i Sir,

The East African Coast Planters' Association, repre-
senting practically all the plantation interests of the Fast
African Coast, have the honour to lay before you certain
points dealing with the administration of the Critish Rast
Arica Protectprate,

It has been long felt that the interests of ~T,he

coastal belt of the East Africa Protectorate have not

received their due share of adrinistrative attention.

The existing adrministration of the country ap-ears to the:.
to be mainly absorbed in the development ol the highlands

of the country, to the neglect of the coastal interests,

and it is our unanimous opinlo: trnat thre coastal af airs
would be better served Ly being treated adrx.im::treltlvely

8eparate from the highland country.

Eritish Bast Africa is divided into two distinct
areas, - the highlands of the North ‘est, and the tropical

Coastal belt.

In the former, seri-tropical clinate and cultivation
exists, while in the latter, all cultivation and vegetas«

tion is of a distinctly tropical type.

The administration is centred in the highlands; at

Farod Seereli
Nairobi reside both the Governor and the HMeﬁm&Qéz.gm

of the Protectorate. Consequently administrative interest

SR R

is largely centred in that area. ,, ‘=

| The problems of the two areas are entiyel§¥airrerant



but equally important. /The Highlands are, in the main,

an Duropean settleoment, while the Joast is entircly a

native country.

Labour conditions and native adr.inistration of the
coastal provinces have peculiar charécteristins not
experienced in the liighlands, in whiok the indian and
the Arab populations are an inportant factor, Purtheér, the
irportation of lavour fro- Arabia and Sonaliland wricl:
has now been sanctioned, will add to the complexities of i

thesc native problems.

There is an entire lac:- of administration in the
native countrics irmeliately behind the coast line, such %t
as the Vagiriama country. It is believod that a more
cflective police system and greater ubiquity of Government
of icials in these out of the wayr districts would do ruch
to bring the natives into touch with plantation life, and
nelp to mitigate the diffic. 1ty of obtalning adequate and

suitable labour,

Tne development of the coas: requires tne opening up
of roads and comyunications, the construction of bridges,
and establishment of forries. This involves a prope "1y
constituted Public ‘.orks Department for the coast adminise
tration., It should be note- that at present there is only
one European Public \iorks Department Of*lvial in all the

coastal provlnces.

Certain’detailed proposals %on this subject are dealt

with separately attached to this somorandwn.

Immense delay and uncertainty has been experienced

in the matter of land tenure and’ titles, ﬂurvev, and de-

limitation of nﬁtive and ZTuropean owned laqd and in the

conditions undar Which disposal of native land to purch&sers

desirous of starting plantationg along the coaa@lzhae veen

cnrrted out.,



e

With a view to facilitat ng the occt upation and develop»
ment of the Coast lunds of the Protectorate, the association
would urge upon the Goverament the necessity of imediate
delimitation of native rights, the survey of coastal arcas,

and the adoption of u systen of land teaure o cititer

freehold or a long leaschold system ap>ro riate to

of the planting coni unity,

There are nany other pointe of :. ortance

such as the Tembos drini traf:

.0f the Indian traders againet tre
Further, sow e’ i pt , iU be Lwade to raise

of the Coast natives ercer«lly, bty schoolc

It is Turthe r corsidered urgeatly aece-
Governrent Asricultural Departrent snoulc be estarlisied
for the Coast, which will cuperi: in tropiuai products
and ndvise planters :nd native ‘roririetors orn the wes
“TOpS to grow on their land, melia
Tevive among the natives the valuoble conr:

Previously evisted,

The Association further believe
tion could by scientific
adeption of nmeasures sinfl: v to tnes: ermlored in other

equatorial GlBtrlutB generally rove ti.- feclth of the

coastal oglt and effeﬁtLVﬁly reduace ke malarial mosquito

in those areas, and to tha-: end they. suggsest that a local

Cori.igsion shouli be d“yOl]tC‘ in order to recor-ecnd the

neogures 4o bL a

The importance of the port of . ombissa, and the devel-
opments, present and future, of 1ilindini and Xalifi har-
bours; the recent acquieition by thé Colonial Office of
the"islands of Za\;m_xr and: Pemba, with, possible future |
developments ‘of the cettOﬂ industry in the coaatal dietricts

necessitate special Government attention,




=de

Fer these and for many othor reasons which will doubt-

less be known to the ofiicials in Rast Africa, we are of

opdnion that the Cosstal provinces together with the islands

{ ) ) of Zanzibar and Pemba, should be placed under the
: ' sdministratiye coptrel of a separate Liegtciant overnor
who shdll reside pernanently in 'ombasa. Wc feel that
the future developnent of this rich coastal belt is maiuly
dependent upon a wise and eympathetic policy of adwinistra-
tion. The difficulties of land tenure and set lerent of
native rights havc retarded the coaé; to an incalculable

degroe, and have diverted Capital. It is falt by us that

only some such rifdicrl administrative reform will re-establish
the confidence of investors, whici: is absnlutely es.uential

for the development of this valuablc Lritish possession.

We would wusk you to give this matter your earnest con;
sideration, and would inform you thnt many of our members
have discussed this ratter with hig!. permanent O%Ticials
in the Protectorate, who have,- i:. the main, agreeé that
some such rroosal as this would be to the advantage of
the country.

I huve the honour to bLe
Sir,

Your obedient sekrvant,

Seay %‘Z

Qhairman of the

EAST APRICAN COAST PLANTERS'
ASSOQIATION IN LOMNDON.

Tho Secretary of State for
the Colonies,
Colonial Offiee,

S.W.

N




PROPOSALS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS
BY SEA AND BY ROAD ON THE COA T CF BRITLSH EAST
AFRICA, gt

A A —

1. That a tortr to and from all importans

contraa or tha

.
hringing into this

ion in Zanzitar ard

aarvize the twe stemmers now in

adding a third te onsure 11ar fortriightly. gecvice,

2 4t A proper road instead of the present f'ootpat!
tee twasn Mowbazi arnd Malindi be constructad,

Y the Terry boats bhe lmproved 4t varions placas

the Coast, those at present in ueo teiry, totally irn-

adayuate for t!e lricrasaged traff y and in sone instancoes
cxtremely dangerous.

That rtone Jetties Le erectad orn both sidus ~! the
Mom? Likari ferry so ( viiate tha unpl t

racessity of parsangers having tec be ‘arried ty natives

r long distancae and from thLs terry beats.
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Mr.
M.
Sir G, Fiddes.
Sir H. Just.
Sir J. Apderson.,
Lord Emmoti.

Mr. Harcourt.
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