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Pr—aver.
Mr. Bottomley.

In view of the opinion of the Adviaory
Committee for the Tropical Diseases Resesarch Fund
as expressed at the end of the minutes (25786) it
would seem that independent investigation of the
disease could not be recomnended. It would appear
to be desirable that a copy of this letter,andzpf 3
our letter to the Institute should be sent to the
Go‘grnor of the East Africa Protectorate in the
despatch which I gather you are about to send to him)
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In reply to the letter of Mr. Henry Lambert dated August 11 and

O 1 : September 3,

—

sting to the ou’bre;l of spidahie carnbrqbpinal menin-itis in gairobi in the

+:sh Bast Africa Protectorate, I desire to state *hat it leems hardly

slila, in view of the greaut distance, to send materiel from p=tients to me

r examination. I am confident that it would be destroyed in transit, and
niered useless for study. On the other hand I am of the opinion that our

ssart knowledge of *+he manner in which epidemic reningitis is conveyed

.ders it nnnecessary to n:ke a speclial examination of nmatsrials derived
¢» this source.

I suggest ti * if bacteriologicul facilities ars et hand a

u'y be rade of the persons in immediate contact with *the 1ll, since the

ications are *hat the disease i3 carried an-d spread chiefly by means of

arents or contacts. In other couutries the nuwber of such carriers of

¢ reningoc ccus, tre tacterizl cause of .epidenic nen:n~itis, has bean rany

ves*nzt of the sick. In some instances as mary zs seventy per cent. of

e:lthy rarsons in close relation with men.ncitis pntients h:.ve been found to

carriers of the rerm, and it is estimated that from five to ten tines as

any such carriers exist as actual cases of trie diseazse arise.

On this account it is highly desirable tnat the aick be
ared for in hospitals, so as to reduce contact wit: healtry persons. The
er.nzococeus is c-ntained fdr the most part in the secretions of tre nose

cuth, and trese secretions can be rendered harmless far more certainly im

0spitals than in homes. Probably the carrying out of a plan of isolation
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srer sick, and {he, discov-ry and tempor:ry isolation of the realthy carriers
of tre infection will in large measure suffice to arrest the epidemic and
grovent itg further extension.

It remains to add that active cases of *he d.seass sh-uld, of

.ourse, be treated with the anti-meninsitis serum, which ia now I believe

vle in England. I azr of the opinion that it is being prepzred by the Lister
r-gtitute in London, and it 1s doudbtless also being prepared by commercial

t:rps engaged in the manufacture of serum products. I am not actually informed,

bat 1 presume that the B#urruughs and Wellcome firm prepare the serum. %

I shall be very happy to be of further service in this matter.

Very rfespectfully yours,
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"he Right Homorsble .+
Lewis Harcourt, Co\ M.Ps
S4cretary of State for t};o’Co;oulee,
\ DMfmng Strdet,
- Lorndon,

.W. , Englands




DRAFT.

‘_rr.\<‘v?/{’\, A AL

MINUTE. /’u p ' ‘
5 ;sz@), Y ST S ezt
i /%7/ N 77/7/) - - Ww’ Z W
Nir (. Fiddes. vz? ’ 77%7@

Sir H, Just. W o MM

Sl Anderson.

gidonie  cdao-spnial
Lord Emmaoit. /7

\r. Hureourt. '\?'t‘\ }’MMMAA? A, on P
N O




