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Mr. Bottomley.

In view of the opinion of the Adviaory
Committee for the Tropical Dleeasea Research Fund 
aa expreeaed at the end of the minutes (2S786) it

would deem that independent Investigation of the
disease could not be reoominended. It would appear 
to be desirable that a copy of this letter^and,of 
our letter to the Inatltute,should be sent to the 
So-^rnor of the East Africa Protectorate in the
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despatch which I gather you are about to send to hlm^

Sept. ■'/]'■17th
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In reply the letter of Ur, Henry Lambert tUted August 11 and 
• Ung to the ciitt^renk of epidutnlc, cerebrq4plnal menin-iUa in Jalr^bl In the ‘ 
ueh East Africa Protecto^rate, I dagir© to state *hit it eeenid haTdl'y

t
Liitfle, In view of the great diatance, to ^end material froixi p»tient§ to me 
Ir eiaair*atlon. I aac crnfldant that it would be destroyed in transit, and 
Lyoied uaeloae for study. On the other hanc^ I an of the opinion that our 
|«ser.t knowledge of the manner in which epidemic n.enln^itia is conveyed 
ir.Jere it unnecosa^^ry to fi;>ke a special BTaffiination of matarials'"d^rX-ved

thia eoufce.

I I auggest th t if bacteriological facilitlea are at hand a 
|[u:y be made of the pereona in immediate contact with the ill, sine? the 
Licatlona are that th© disease is carried and spread chiefly by means of

In other countries the number of such carriers ofUii. agents or ci’Etacta.

;b neningoc ecus, tr.e tacterii-.l cause of -epiden.ic meningitie,^ has bean i-.einy

la.e8*hat of the sick. In some in stance a a? ir.ar.y as seventy per cant, of

!-.lthy persons in close rel-ation with meningitia p.-itienta h ive been found to ■<.

- .4^carriers of the lyern., and it is estimated that from five to ten times ae

[.-uiy such carriers exist as actual cases of the disease arise.

.On thid account it Is highly desirable that the sick be 
ared for in hospitals) so as to reduce contact with healthy persons. The 
er..n2:ococcua is erniained f^r the most part in the secretions of the nose and 

and these secretions be rendered hanaless far more certainly in 
osf/ltals than in homes. Probably the carrying out of a plan of isolation of
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{t-e'Sick^ and •^he, discov-ry and teitpor ^ry isolation of the healthy carriere 
of the infaction will in large iteaaure suffice to arreat the epidemic and 

Its further extension.prevent

It remains to add that active caaea of the disease should, of

'curae, be treated with the anti-meninijitia serum, which is now I believe

I am o,f the opinion that it is being prepared by the Lioter:ro:urat.le in England.

T“3titute In London, and it Is doubtless also being prepared by comnercial

engaged in the manufacture of serum products. I an- not actually informed,

bat I presume that the D^urrougha and Wellcome firm prepare the serum.

firms

T shall be very happy to be of further service in this matter.
Very respectfully yotra,
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The Right feonormble
Lav.l8 Harcourt,-pCc. X M.P. i

, S^cretar^of State for t^^^tEl^niaa, 
joining Street,

London,Va^., England.
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