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Sir,
We have felt fer some little time that the question

of semi-skilled labour for our works at Magadi is going to
cause us no little difficulty.
In the early part of July Mr Symonds Taised the
1/, questien of imperting Chinese labour, but wae informed that
the authorities were not likely to look favourably upon this
suggestien,

In this conneetion we now beg to submit a letter from
our Mediaal Officer Dr Nicholls, who hae been able to study
local labour ¢onditiens im British East Afriea for the last few
months, and who mereeaver has had opportunities of studying thc‘
question of RBast Indiam labour in 8t Lucia during his service
as Government Medical Officer iam that Island. |

Ve gather from the Report of the Committee en ‘ ‘
Enigratien frem Indis to the Crown Colonies and Protectorates
(6 D 6192) that any scheme of recruiting Indurturd labour
outu.uu & repatriatien ohuu vonld porhnp- net be roeeiv-d
in a favourable light, but we desire to know ﬁcther we lho‘.ld
be allowed to use indentured labour, taking sueh labour for
say three years, with a clause that at th., end of the labourers
contimet either Hia mq mq te mu 'ou.'l.d be paid, pr“-
od he smiled rq- India &t qmee, or that he were freg to retain




Ihe Under Secretary of Stefe.

in the country,eithner taking service with us for further
periode from year to year or going into other employment.

It ie, of course, obvious that to import labour from
India must entail no little expense, as, in additiom to the
man's passage, good quarters have to be provided aad the feeding
of an Indian is considerably more expeneive tkan that of a
native; consequently, we would hesitate to undertake such
importation unless we kmew that this labour could be bound to

u® uhder an indenture for a period of years,

We have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servants i

FOR ANE A p v iAo

Int WAGALl SOUA

enclosure.
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Dear Bir, £

mm"‘tmttlﬂvobmﬂm 1 have
carefully watehed the labour question and I am w n‘xtyn{
my opinien of the relative valuss of mative & Indiams.

Vith lusk and an axtensien of time it is pessidle that
ths construstiem will de sarried through with a mimture of the
two kinds of labsurers, bwt it 1e almest impredable that she
natives will preve satisfactery fer the persanems werking of
the laks. V

There appears to have been an original objeetiem to
Indians, origimating principally smomg the settlers and merchants
who diseevered that the higher $Ypes were competisers. 1 have
conversed with a number of mem who have bni in this country for
Ssveral years and thay tell me that the ebjestion to the East
Indian 16 diseppearing for it is found that in many ways he is
far mere useful than a native.

The work at the lake will be arduous and carried en
under tryisg ciroumstances, and for ite suecess i$ will be
desiradle to possess a mumber of settled and more or less
PpeTmanent labsurers. It is net an uncommen ecourrence for the
Batives to desert im @ large batohes, and often a ubonntmtor;’
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ﬁub.mmw-tu:womhmucncfndm :
they will be Teduced to ai w A native ru-oxy '1“.“.«0 {:ﬁ
féinere than thm monthe and zhc um After the tM h& Ay
day the hwis are found very often nearly mpty; te give netiece
or indicate that he is adout to "$rex* heme is far from the mimd
of the native, ?

xmmoomt_-mzuuou‘a.rumm-un
be highly undewsirabdle when soda is being exported from the lake.

It. wlll be neceseary to recruit = large number of natives
from leealities of a very different nature to the lake mem, and
in many ways these will be unsuitable and will perfera very
little work.

Where large gangs are concerned the labeur q-lltl- is every-
day becaming mere ackte, and the general opinion is th..t this
will not be ameliorsted,

It is a sufficiently difficult rnatter to convert the warrior
of yesterday into sn industrial unit of to=-day, eud ke will not
be capable for .n: Wy yvars to come of continucug or intelligent
labour.

The East Indian coolie has been drilled to labeur for many
Generations; he is dirty and insanflary but between him and the ‘
native there is little to choose ia this respect.

32 t ) N
Diseiplinary labeur the ceelis understands, the native: | S

mw does nat. . The, .htm ‘will, ‘séldem work for ux uyo
& veek figp aﬁawlﬂof ﬁn ann- he is eontinuoum driven .
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The wags of ceslies chbeimed Chem Indin weudd'
Re 12 & ment®: enslh. “MS!N&“MM‘l&‘M
cont weuild bo abest S . eed.

hﬁyﬂ“lﬂ“‘fﬂ'lm.ﬂ“tloﬂ of the
tine reshiped se that *here weuld be ne questien of fleeding -
the commixy with wndesiradles. 1If a shipmest of 500 ceelies
was diained (amd permissten couldd eaeily be shiained frem the
Calenial Office) this would settls ouwr lsbour @iffisulties for
the peat thres years.

A large mwsber of conlies kawe bess shipped te the Vest
W.run.mmtmnmmwm
thay are af mere wvalue than the mative. Whan properly lesked
after thay are bardy and exsellex: lahowrers snd will submit
towtamummmumwmo.

lumﬂ.hunqumumuu
Mﬁ“hudﬁ“ﬁvo“ﬂl}w&n“u--
sideration. '

ummtmnmoumumms--t
the Sstilenant site as ;o have natives.
v {. . Yewrs faishrully,
e (Bigues) LOSIW NICHARLS.
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“l‘i'uaséwl‘.m‘t i)appyc Buggrintion of yours that I ¢
nhould try And havh%anvxnﬁngHbl with Mr{Ainswortl.

,,' h‘q@ﬂéter ;ea\erday‘snd spent the
whole mornlng diuuluné i»?bui hnﬂ.ers wilt him, in

-,uhole view uf the’ labour

question as Itr AN gadi 13 ooncerned is considerably’
brighter. '

< Mp Ainlqorth hopes to coge down the Magadi line
on his way beck to hie onvince in January, and I have every
hope that if ‘we are able.to satisfy hjm that 1t is our
honest tntention to tréat thé native labour fairly then not
only will the guestion of un-skilled or casusl labour be
made vastly eusier, but wc may even hope to obtain not ewd
perhaps what one would call skilled labour, but a type of
fairly inteliigent man and one who will] stop with us long
enough to make it worth our while to trein hi. to a job, &nd
thia without geing out of the country for our labour supply.

1t se.ms even possible that my idea of our

v

own labour living on our own land, might be worked in as a
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small part of a much larger scheme which Mr. Ainsworth has 1in
view. .

At all events the information I got was quite
reassuring enough to meke 1t unn.cessary for me to consider the
question of Indentured labour at any rites for the present, and
I do not propose to worry Mr. Grindle in the matter, a:d we need

not mention the ve:y unsavoury question of Chinese labour at alll

I should like to see you one day next week if you
could spurc me a few mdnutea, thankir_, you for advisin: me to
see Mr. Ainsworth.

Yours sincerly,

-
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