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99 EATON PLAGE, -
' |W.

“October Bth, 1917,

Dear Sir George Fiddes,

In the course of my intemiew With you at the Colonial
“Office on October 3rd, I mentioned in paanng that the settlers:,
in the Uasin Gishu district had recently offered to guarantee the
interest on their aeétion of the Railway for e peried of years.
You expressed, naturally, some sceptidism as to the velue' of this"
guaranteé, in which ‘Bceptician I to somg extent congurred, but
pointed out that whilst these settlerd:were poor men, ) hey were
not quite the kind of: needy settler thet is mét ‘with, say ip th
West of Cansda, as-most of them had probably.: oqmg«j,gtdth. - N
cowntry with a minimum of some two or three thouasdnd pounds ‘of
capital, and that they were therefore ‘not men of straw.- And
mmbermore, that-if the Railway did come, the:.r position .would

be improved so immediately as im-all prgbamuty to ‘make theix‘

guarantee’ fully effegtive and valuable.-

I said I &hould yeénture to send & féw lines to! you £6-.
indicate generdlly how nany settlers there were on the Plate;u
&t the present time, and how many were likeély in the ‘mormal eourse
of event& to‘hecome settlers.in the next two years. I was inform-
ed when I was in the country. that the estimated populanon of the

| Uasin Gishu .district was at least a tlhduaand which in | itselr is -

0o small nuclens for the purpose io v:Le' and more are coming
| every week.
] - After seeing you, I went rp‘qnd to 53,5 Grogan to t:eJ.;. him -
| that ‘from my int ey With -you thérg, seemed to be! Bo’ obstacle
to By JgbTnE; *uu'cc&.cr agt Africa thial year. , I found there Mp’
B\vox\th whos1.t Rk ‘p.xgﬁ ‘met ,ig Bpst" umca, bt did not
—nnd I M; rihis opinion on' the production of the \;
F, t& tnrbug& ‘whie ufiproposed Rgdlvay might pass. I was ;,
miER Inpressed with:hie/desgrintion of the k\miaa digtrict aud .
,.for thq 'aqeﬂ there ‘as’ elsMere,'-ﬁbut emc 1y thépe - b: e@r
transport ¢m¢gt;oﬁ.1q, I.had! beek' told whed 'in Bast Afrd
he ‘wag advobating some R#11way construction -for the p
- opening up this district. I outlined our, proposal
asked gim whether our scheme would be likel}( 1o
vith any propésals that he might have inv
Mim that he looked upon the provision of“t¥s:
“this distrj.bt a8 a matter of urgency, but. that
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if our traceé wepre pushed right through to the, Mumias-districhk
not only would his problem of providing transport for that'
gstrict be solved, but also the Uasin Gishd and forest problems
yould also be Solved at one and the same time. Ihtrinatcally
togé- I canmot help thimking thet our traceé is better than any
other yet projected, for any alternative to our project would
perforce involve junction vith the Main Line 5t dts weskest nk,
nemely, the section-between-Kdshmu and Mau Summit ; - traceé
too, lends itself to easy gradients, whereas th@. graphy of.
the Kisumu-Meu section offefs ljttle opportunify- roVi
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In conclusiton, may I vén%uré to make 'th»i:a_.ﬂhservation,- X

‘that if our line“ were préssed through a«a'early,,:jgh ossible to ‘t,hhég

yupias district, which must ultimately of dourggids.eny case be
its objective, all doubts es to the prospacte dequate returnst
off the Uasin Gishu seéction would be elimiftdted : Tor it is per-
fectlyclear that. the prpductive wealth of the Mumias district
would provide ‘rich end’ immediste traffio on this last section

wnd afford m\;‘ﬁmedi’ late heavy freightage‘over the Uasin Gighu
section. . I only mentiomn Ahese facts to show that eyed if the °

.suaraptee of the aettlers were not in itself sufficient, the

Usgin Gishu section wpuld quite easily~be "carrjed" by the
fraffic afferded on the aections on either side of it.

| .
Yours very tryly,
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