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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS %*)Kg\ 220, € n‘ls'«s‘nnv HOUBE

¢ ONDON,
K ELABTICITY, L OLD, BROAD STREET,

TELEPHONE Nt
1671 LONDON WALL.

LONDON.E.C.
o
A/ February, 19,

To The Drivate Secretary,
The R¢. Hon, L. Harcourt,
Secretary of State for the Colonies,

Sir John D. Fess “has allowed me to read lMr., Secretary
Harcourt's letter to him of the 12tk ‘instant .

In so far as publicity of the position of the Uganda
Railway would be useful, thne present method of securing
publicity does not appear to be very effective.

On calling on ¥r. Longworth at Dewar House in the
Haymarket and asking him for information about the Ratlway, I
found that he ‘eould only produce a Report for the FPinancial
Year 1910-11, The Report for 1911-12 had not bsen issued, or
at least he had not seen one. Statistice of the traffic
returns were, he said, sent to him, but he had no instructions
and they werc consignedlg; the Waste-papsr baskst as received.

I am bound to say Mr, Longwortn exhihitod the ! keenee‘
desire to give ‘@all the informatign ¢n the subject of the

Railway that he Possessges, He has sent me a copy of MNr

Harold Taylor's ( the recently appointed Manager) speech in
{ \ 07%‘11
January last, but he does not -seem to have anx~§nowledge of

the existing gositin or of the prospects-of relief.,
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1 may o pﬁmntéa to say thpt i *¥ {naric 141
Timeés" is not likely to0. be the best mo‘imu Tor M forminzg the

genetal Public &bout either the °rotoot¢ruto ar the Failwqy._
So far ag 1t may ba deemed+to. be de(i;gb&e ;o tell:thl Public
anything at ‘all about thoco matiers, the 6rdinary Daily Drssn
such as the "Times", or "Telegraph™, eto., would, may I say,

be more likely to secure this object,

Thers can be no question, I am suré, that it 4a the
wish and intentien of the Secretary of State to assist the
development of the Protéectorates . At the moment there 4g some
danger that Settlers and others who are investing Capital inm
the country, eome of them to very considerable amounts, may be

deterred in their efforts or suffer heavy losses owing to the

backward stats of the Railway. Sueh persons can Judgs onl& by

their own personal experiences. They ¥now that their goods
are hung up - they know nothing else - the reasons, or the

remedies taken in relief.

In the case of an Indian Ra11WAy undnrtakinb, owned as

Qn- Indian Railways nre Dy the Secretary ur SLat. for Jndia
and workad as they Eo:tly are by Conpanies undet conzrnctn'

with the Cocretary of State for India, the chareholde::a and

the tradin6 Public’ who use the Railways are at very‘short

intervals (half—y&arly) informed of the statistical and financzcl

position,

The gerlodic demands fox ‘more equipment and for
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Rre Toreseen and mt\. ': : A A #. s
mm Q <] .
It san hardly be more tﬁ&n a mero mafter of organiza-. -

tion to prowide for a liuila.r progedurs 1n the case of the
Uganda Railway.

It is neither convenient; nor@erhaps I may be a.‘llowed
to a@ in the Publie interests, tna* information shoula enly
be obtalned by queétion and anewer in Parlisment. It may bve
practicable, I cannot pay o‘xictly how, to have pome a.rrangmm.:'
made for the puhlicaeién, half~yearly at least, by which
people who are investing their Capital in the Protectorate or
who contemplate doing 80, should know what facilities exist

Or are proposed, for the transport or imports and exports

within the counrty. [l.x&‘m’_
The danger - as it may be Q‘n’u = of keeping the
position a sort of Becret between thr authorities in the
Protectorats and the Office in Whitehall, is that &n
ebullition of feeling on the part of the Settlers may lead-to
grossly exaggerated statements and ‘hasty actions which always' ~ %
tend to .defeat the healthy attainment of the' objsct in visw.
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