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of • Colonial Office
. .i-i^'ttelegjreNi 1» as ■-On its receipt

Wfiee.it is, dOllNeOtatf nnoi)ene<l to oiw of^'tlie 
Assistant Secre-terieO Oho decodes it in-the 8i)a«o'^ 
provided for that-.pBriioeei and affixes hie aignat urs ' .;;, 

^ at the bottoB.
< typed by one offbc. clerks* , Ona ooi»i is!*t7^4 b* *
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on tjn file of Colortial Office telegrtins. The 
type-* cipy is then eitl:er handed.to the Records
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that it has been typed, and jilaced

ifi

Clerk for insertion in the subject file 05, if the 
question referred to is Confidential, it is |sni 
in ^o Hr Jones, Junior Assistant Seorotary, who has 
ehargs of the Confidentia files, la thts instajioe 
the file was Confidential, so that in the ordinary 
fours# all papors on the subjoijt woald bo passed 
W-to-/one';ae t^osra» is*)li« imertod in 
tl« ftlo whiefa is aaiked with an "llrgsiit" slip ahd 
put up to the Chief SoOretary to bs dealt with.

t'-
M'*

It softetlraes, hafjpeus that a subject file 
is not i^-tir'Jones'
4„v

room when a paper is received *" ^
V fay Kiil for insertion. It fay be in)«oe by 

l»otbor O/iioer of the Sesretaria<tor, in rare 
Inst onffoe it Bvay have been sent to another 
Departsionf, in such eases, iir Jones'obtains ^be 
file, if it is 1b the office^ inserts the

<./ •

y.;'i •
paRers

, and pais up the file a«aln, or if the file la notI
'i

in thf'bffioa, ho requests ths Departueni •ennsi'ned 
to' return it.

\
H

In the case of ati urgeint paper, such 
as a talegrajn, he does not wait for the return of
th" file, Init jjuts up the telegran for such 
ijiriediate action as may be considered necessary, 

telegraa, together with the orders pas.^ed upon
it, is eventually sent back to him for insertion 
in the file on its return. This system has 
hitherto worked excellently and I do not feel that 
any blame can be attached to it.

-45. In the present instance, the office
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***** ***• offiM. ,
hem r«tnrned,'l>y the Att^mey-fieneral on the 

17th of December,. 191^» On\tli'e-receii)t of your 
tejlegran of the let of May* 1&13, Mr #ones would

bam i^ormed of this fact and would hare taken 
th^Mtion s;q)lained in the prerioua paragraph.

' When heVwM nnabl* to obtain the £ile he would have

my.

Wi.
-i'

'i

»
made a thorough tfearch for it and,, failing to find 
it, would harji i^eported the mtt t«r. Mea«,^ile,^he
telegraM, t^^her with all i^e onbseqnenV^elegraas, 

'Wei^A have r^ned with

file, so, that m the receipt of.yto fli^ t^elegfam

I

. s

on in the

.S(6. !.y of the B?th of February, 1914, he ehould have liad a 
' eolleetion of six telegranpij'all rerainders, an the

same subject. The fact remains, however^that nqt
, ( y ' uQt

only are four of these messages/to

\

be'found, but 
Mr Jones has no reeolT'e,etion of having seen them.b-

6. I will now reaoBut the steps taken on 
receipt of your telegram of the l?th of February.

'Was decoded in the usual way by Mr Thomas who, 
by reason of its unusuai nature, took it personally 
to the Office Superintendent to be typed and, on 
learning that the file n-as a confidential one, 
tofoiwed Hr James of the matter* A thorough search 
iwf Imaediately instituted! every file in the Ofiioe, 
whether "open" or "eonfidential", wee examined 
separately; telegrams wars sent to the Provincial 
Commissioner, Mombasa, and the Provlnoial ComsissiMier
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Tanaland, cas* they might have been awar* of th# 
..'>'<***'«ah^Wr^-|t^e_,filei,-'whiJe''^leiiJ»iw*S‘ Inquiries 

W Departmsnt

be even
remotely

V;
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ramotalf eanncirted with the subject i|itttter. iV^j 

' the suue tiise every roc^tf^tlie'SeoWtafikt) 
thoroughly searehad. me only reetiXt'ol these 

’ enqiiiriew was the uisoovory of the drlginai Colo^^v, i

Office telegrams, ; duly decoded an*je^eeUed in J
on the Omke telegcw file. ^

From t_fte j^tias en>,thea« felegnM it is knowtj.4*at 
those of May let end Seiiteafcor 23th, 1913, were ' j 

^ ■' dceeded'hy Ur FullerHeitland, while the others

c.
;'-:h

•Zj. li-lito

wflre decoded by Sir Thomas. Both these officers
they'*Bturj;esie*lber,‘they have •-“•-■atttt*Jthot,. .so .far as

Bcsar seen the file aftwi'k'he rseeipt of tbf 
' of the aeries, ner have they •es»i the tyged-ifii^ 

Of any nf *••• teldgrasa*.
V

Hie -resitlt -therefiwo of the ent^uirlee 
has proved fjnaitless. I am now inclined to tlsihk 
that the iitfeteHOi alluded to in para^a^ S.'of 
■y deepatah No. 139 ol'the 18th of..|eb^ry tos , 
ineort-ect,if the-*file was in the Wiee dhrlug 
the IB<Illths^^May;)’4une ahd^lteBiber, 1913, and

:. -t

I
4..•Sh'

the tele^aoB Jnsdetedin <ii,y it fs inoonceivable 
that an afftloh sliouid haVc been talvca, while if the v

Departinent wJii^ was '

y:

. 1
.'♦it ^ . tielefraHs wars, seiit to

'then known to be in possession of the file for
iv!' 'V'’' J 4 j'

\ “t-V.: . ‘'.-!. M»erti»M there appears no reason why we should
'' 'ihw b* 4^^ ^’hemost, , .

> { ■ ■ ■. '* ' \ • ■■

,' feaidble explanation - and I nay state thist t%»
H-V' V

i.dff!le*ks’Of the Secretariat all agree - is
^ >■ . t^t/i3(5^^(!,0i>ies of t!ie telegrams rji^fOpii^vhr sent, .'f'.

‘V t'. ■ian't:oi;jipi jfc^es. If they had'beenv'thd.'faof that'

-M,'';', a,'4rakiiWi^'-had'' beep reoeivodi op'the same subjeet
woildl'^nrhly have imposed it jMSn^his aeiaory,
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ImSim'y ^%. ■: ioi(5)m
The whole matter is so wysterjotis, aiid the 
disa:;^p«aranee of the telegrtUQS so extraordinary, .' 
that I am almost led to believe tluit

\
, tsom

mlschiavoos individual belonging to the clerical 
or nenial staff (in the outer office) supi.re^sed 
the typed copies n-ith some sj)ecial object in view, 
and that the sai:ie Indirichial is raepoiisiblc for or 
aware bf the disapi)earBnoe of the file. Phis 
conclusion i»>f course ^ely ooniebtnral, and I 
aa only forced it by reason of the ^irabtioal 
iraposisiblllty of alj elteitiatlvt'^^stions. The 
matter lias been thoroi^lily discussed and the most 
careful enquiries Ba<ro,VTvith the regi^lt thiat J am , 

, nnabla to arriva at ,«(jt e^Waotory'silntl^
I cin only ask, you ence i-iora to a^ai^ Biy'slnQew 
apolo^es for the delay which has tal.eh pla»al\ » 
Tlie whole incident is so suspicions that 1 am.? '■ 
requesting the Jolice authorities to interest 
themselves in the diaappearanoe of the file and tlie

' d,

c

" /

four subsequent telegraiiis.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,
'i

-i.
^oi!r humble, obedient aervant, i t
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