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"R 0T "0 fARKIIC .
LATH A~TRO- TINGARIAN VICE-CONCYL AT MOMBASA

Trs a* reuest of American Embam;& at
| Vienna copy of comminication from Austro-fungarian
Ministry ?or Foreign Affairs re treatment he in alleimd
to have racsived af the hands of Molondi] Authc:i‘ies

L 8% Mombasa.
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The ‘Under Secretayy of State,
1 foreigy % e
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f /tz Um/éV—Serretary of State for Foreign A fairs p'msent:
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ltis‘///tmeﬂb’ to the Um/rr—%ecn*tary of Stute for JZ it
(&

o Lo . and, by divection of the Secrétary

of State, Inmwul\ herewilh by of the wwder-mentioned

paper, (AA(Z//,I/ 44/111/%/ /g W,y ﬂ /M
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The American Ambassador presenis his cdmp;i,manns g
to His lajesty's Secretary of Stave for Foreign Affairs
and nas the honour to transmit herewitl: enclosed, at the
roquest of ‘he Kmbassy at Viem{a, a copy‘of a commmnica=
tion from tie Austro-Hungarian Ministry Ior Foreign

Affairs together witi a report of Mr. Otto larkus, late

Augiro-fungarian Vice-Consul at Mombasa regarding tie
"$roatment he is alleged to have received at the-hands of

His Majesty's Colonial Authorities there.

American Embassy,
London. -

Novewbor -2nd 194
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NOTE VERBALR

-

The American meé.asy at Vienna has the honour to
transmit to the Embassy at London for commnication to
the British Governuent, a copy of the letter from the .
Austro-Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affaire transmitting
a peport ol lir. Otto lariis, late Austro-Hungarian Vice-
Consul ~* Mambasa, ivins a recital of his alleged treat-

ment al the hands of tue colonial authorities subsequent
A ;

~ PR S " ' :
to thd declaratiah of war bebwesn Great Britain ahd

Aust ria=-Hungnty .

This Bmbassy has. asaured the Imperial and Royal

" | Gavérhument that basy might count an the Britisn Govorn-

5 m@;' a.pplying such corrective mea&g'pg‘,‘w might be

warranted by the results of their investigationa?
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~Qetober 1914, i

Ly dear Grant-Smitn,

I be;: to forward you 2 memorandum in wlich Mr.

Otto liaricus w.o has acted as Austro-Hungarian Vice-Conadl
. -

in Mombasa describes tne outrageo.s way in which he

hinself and thecether Austrian and Hungarian suvjects

resiying in Britisn fast Africa have been treated bv

the British awtaorities after t.e outbreas of tune war.

By tne suocing breatnent worich toey nave suifersd
tie ruleg of public law ana of international decency
have been groesely violated.

Ve would tuervefore bé veyy grateful to you if you
weal: be 8o ood as tu commnicate tue enclosea memoran-
a1 Lo the America . Ambassador. in LOﬂdon and beg His Kx-
cellency to aruww fhe atiention of the Brivis. Goveruaent
to the facts s.7ipd gy Mr.Markus, in or.er glﬁx Lig L shn

situation ol oar countrymen w..0 ary detained

Bast Alrica Buoul. be inmnroved.

Very &c.,

{Signed) Musulin,
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¢ 8T Qay W1l your JSuod-
po.l a1 2009 @ L LIs request, ] nerewill beg;
VO TIVe 04 Lune fo..owing particilars {n cunmection viita
L. Lrea o J o FOrLict a AT .Hn 8iluieets
.oBritusn Baet Africa taringe tielr setection o ourd
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@ yecus® Thne Germa . suojacts signea tne Parole, buat
I diu not segq reason ror navin: tue parole likevise

girnet



_signed by the Ausbrish snd. thy’

e I

at Mombasa, tle war betieen Austi

Hungary and Great-
Britain not having oeen declarsd. I represented -uis
matter to lr. lewstcad ,\/.;6 fully agreec witl.. my views,
On my own behalf I suggested that I would asx all
Austrian anu Hungarians Lo oromise me, not wo undsrt;aka
a1 hostile action whatsoever against England and to

-
remain perfectl’ neitral. My countriues witnout exception

agreed and 1 informec t:e Provincial Cormissioner according-

On tie 7t of Awust all German suuje€ts were interned
at MNombasa in & uuilulr.- celonging to a German firm. On the
9tl of August thisy w=re sent to Nairobi wnsre they were
imprisoned in the jail vogei.er witn native convicts.

On the 13t:n of August at 10 o'slock a.m. the
Provincial Commissioner pai. me a visit in my office and ins
forued me -.at he hnd received instructions to arrest me
and all Austriaﬁ and Hungarian subjects, telling me that

by 12 o'clock, tha~ is to say after two hours notice, e all

¥i

would have to appear-in tie aforementionec bullulu{i of a

Geruan

!
%




Sir Edwara Grey, L,ra.qt.mg e mmuhlt.J md that 1 tiere-

“ore coala not very well -oelieve :.ab‘ he actually
received insiructions regardin. my arrest. Upon his

request 1 showed lr. Hemsted mv exedquatur from which he '
. ! ‘

: R
note. tne date of v.e Royal Uommis8ion, I intgnded to
- b\"

Yelegrap. to His Excellency ‘bie Govemor, . Sir Henly
; .. . i

[ e ' %,

73 : .
Seiriold, at Nairobi, but could neu do so because His
. . R

Excellency s just left Mombasa. oy reil for Nairidihl,
AN

ur. Hemswea aowever xindly promised to telegraph on

o uehalf, sending & ropiy as soon as¥bo.hand, buv

. LR

pointin, out tuat in any case I st consider mysglf a

prisoner of w:.o by 12 o'clock. L

Ve were detained at ﬁoxﬂb‘aa‘a durihg 24 1\6;:1‘{1:5 iar;ﬂ(‘ %
whicl. vime we receive. the st treatment frow our guards,
Wno wore nai peosonial friends oI ours. On uie 14ui
August at noon wo left houbasa by rail for Nairobi,
actompanic.: by meucere o uhe Legion of Frontiersmen'

and arrived the next day in tue afternoon au Nairobi




where we were all'taken to vis&mr'jb.il.v Thers we-remained .

@

imprisoned togetier with the Cermarprisoners of war and -

a respectable nuaber of native convicts.

Wie were lodged two in a cell i{n wkﬁch wliere was no
other furniture except two wooden boards on which we had
to slewvp. ﬂ Considering tuat we ;/;;'e all used to .he
tropicaliheat whicu prevails ai lombasa we naturally felt

-

the dold at Nairobi ratier mach, Nairobi bein:i over

5000 feet hign., When I asked for some blankets and
pilloﬁs 1 was told that none were-left. It is certainly
most remz;.rkabla thas 1 ;ran inforued fint in my cell the
night before, natives were still imprisoned,' of which
1 could convince myself not only by the most tarrible

smoll but also by certain traced which evéﬁbpdigr could

GEa Y

noticw on the floor. ; TR L

Qur food which consisted of black coffee in the mornj
(]

|

ing, porridge at 9o'clock, boiled beef and vegetables for|
i

lunch, was always presented in big kettles which were pla’

ed in the open court-yard and where we had to help our-
; . v X

selves. 1 wae told by German prisoners of war that t‘neii‘ff

— et .
treatment was not always as good;' ‘wgmll}' thy were
fed.. together with the native convict® out:of one kettled

with boiled-maize and beans. ) ’ i
\ :
i It
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+ It s of course neeu

less th, say’ hat -

e

N

infested with insect&.™

On the loti of Augciet late in the afternoon tl0868
Austrians ana Ii;).‘r{zml'i‘ms who did nou belom.” vo tue ami
reserve were sent froa vle jail to e English scncol,
gittinc on tieir luggacu on carts, And vlus carrisc under

escort tirows:. the strects ol Malrodi, At tiie BCI!O00. WU

- \

had 1o comsideratly beilor pecause we hac lar;e rovias
in wuich some twenty of us coula sleep in projer beds, anu
the food was likewise boutuier.

1 protest«d again against wmy arrest anc was informec
tuat lis Excellency +..o Guvernor woald le preparel L0 LA

me Lo . noubra. port. I replied t.at I do not wish ¢

On the 20t. Augus. | was informed t.at His tLxcelisney
intendeu o senu me home oy first availao.c steamer and on t
the 2184 of hugus. 1 was told t:at His szxcellency nag

definitively decicea to adopt that course. [ was given to

understand t .. His Excellency'e aecision was final anu

o

st no discussion was permittel. 1 informed Captain Brook,

Base
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Base Cormandant , who was the bearer of His Bxcellenoy's

ors oe ]

*  message,that I would not leav.e_;thojqount.ry' without pasaport

Ty

aéau‘r—ing me ‘of.my WATE vonbast. - O
¢ R { .

to the Secrstary of His Excellency who informea me that

my passport had already Dbeen posted o lombaga, where 1

would reeeive it frow tue Provincial Commissioner.

I then left Mairbobi oiu refussu 1o travel With an
escor,. Tha® time I was ailowec tu returm 1o Mombasa vy
myself witnous guare, 1 left lioubasa oy an Ttalian
steamer on the 23ra of August.

1 would s>ill aud t.a in the jail at Nairobi tuere
wan also a Gerran lady iwprisoned wio haa very el Lo
suffer by the bad behaviour of tie native guar.s antil
sl was removea to a nhospital.

I leave it -0 you to make use of tune afore-mantioncd
facts an. snou'a be pleased to give you any verbal orments
sz;ould you desire me Lo do 80.

.

Yours &c.,

(Signed) Ovto Marcus,
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