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> T The U :m‘r»- Sec relar_,p@..}
ts to the Unde&e[relury of State for

- o st
Juis {0m/)/imeu
ol
M'VV\JA - and, by dirvection of the Secretary
v/ Stale, fransmits herewith cop \j of the um/z'r-mm/imtm’

paper.
loreign Office,

Newturltv
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(Similar letter sent to




4 hst. Mﬂea, British Central

unle the above reply to be. tonraunicated

PURLIGK uPFICE,

hovember auth,

“Your kxcellency:-

i have hLag wider careful consideration four

Excellency'e note of

weplemver L4ty last t,r.mz_u.dt.tinr, a

Proposal nade by the

UerLion Government on .upgust 2lng

last ror une Neutralization or the africayn conventional

free trade Zone.

-

I nave tue faonour to state iy reply that cuch

8 proposal would net be practicable in view o tue

honul]:ian which Lave already taken pPlace on botn cldes,

'luch .tnclude attacks nnadeg by Gerrmn rorceg on britis)

ﬁfrica ond Albertville.

1 ahou.ld be grateru) 1r four i.xcellsncy would

L0 Lue Ueraan
Qnurrment..

1 have tne honour to be,

with the uliest
conslderation,

Your k;xcellency's most obedienb,

humbl e Jservant,

&c
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Downing Street,

"
1 June, 1915,

Dear Sir,

1 am in receipt of your letter of the
17th of June,in which you ask for an imterview to
discuss the possibility of suspending all further
fighting in Central Afrisa. The matter is primarily
one for the Foreign (ffice, but 1 fear that it
would not be of much use simply to refer you to that
office, as it is within my knewledge that the
question of ne cralising the districts in Central
Africa covered by the General Act of BerlinAleL
has been raised on more thsn cne ocgasion #incd the
outbreak of war, m&:?.t has been decided on various
grounds that it is impracticable to adopt the
suggestion. B
Yours yruly,

(Bu.y PR [ +) s S4B QU SR O

o.C.HAWKLIN, BSG.
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Downing street,

26th June, 1915. .

Dear B1ir,
I am in receipt of yeur letter of the 2oth

of June relating to yeur suggestion that all warlike

’ operations in Central Afrieca should henceforward

be suspended.

1 am afraid that, as I told you in my
letter of the 245n of Juns, the matter 1s primarily
one for the Yoraign Office and I shall be grateful
u you would -mu‘mh them with sy suggestien whioh
you ?vo to make. ‘ ’

Yours truly,
(8d) A.BONAR LAV.
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8ir, o letter which
dress tb you on thie wubject

lgnd:
cen- | ghout me

¢
z great deal okamp\mdn g 1
| Fobies Fhat . telegram ts now publisbod in
"bdepend-nea Bdla #.reporting that
Gmuv has on roposed peace to
Bélgium on he l
evacuatipn @
- | {pdesnity for the ddim
wvm—
.g ihe
ﬁul nd-“ ulﬁ;»m. fo the du“r

of rop-n- uym; to parcel out

Central Adl wu plune
.| Disappoing CMuv\nwh will then be
told tiat th peyss potentialities
in ‘hcne Equnwn dmmu—uury rub-
per, minerals, and wealth undreamed of-
Before, therefore, thia taku place let
us oclearly understand What are the con-
ditlons of this vast region. It 1 not a
white msn’s country like South Africa. A
new Germanyges nem France, or even &
pew British dominjon; qannot  afise
there,
Bawo day the African mmuu and
‘1, tog, am & mite—) Jo n’qu
want, fo play m?
Now ' yqu_cannot en{uu

P

mw Atn¢rigs were ax-
= rhuthm-noma,uun
place. Y

-
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lnd ilc ‘warning nota
l-dr -"‘: | Witk pnuv
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P : } lst.July 1015,
‘My dear But'.lar\.
Would you look at the enolosed letter which
"~ Lord Lorgburp hea written to Lors Kitchener? Does your
1T _1nrormt:l,on beu“oixt what, hé tse' bqen told with regard
.\f, Qu ‘the oo,ndanq o,t tho operationa ini Gentral”An‘ica?
" “

e Yours ever,
Y I
e ' L,

\0.A.Butler Esq., C.M.G., e
Colonial Office.

«

ﬁ.S ‘TM.{\“W«»“J«“;MM '
|l e okl GG poRC il
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D;ar Loru Xitcnener,

Will you excuse wy trocbling you in tuis
serious time? It is for a purpose of importence.

[n the war i. Centrel Africa the native
tr.cps are, I am tuld on first rate wuth rity,
currying on lie War a8 pure savages, with mutilation

“rmurder c., of w.ites. =

I will not sgy anything apout the conaequeno

of thia: klna of warfare in Africa itself or upon Anglo
¥ Germen concitions, for you will xnow all about that.

But is it hot possible to have an arnistice
now t1l. the end of the war for that reglon pursuant to
- the nsutrality clauses in tne 135 Treaty or Aat? '
:Youré sincerely, '

N

, (34.) LORESURN.
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Temple E.C.
30th June, 1918.

Dear Tennant,
; Here you are and pernaps Lord K. will care
_to see me. 1 will come if so. Botha igproduced me
some 2 years &80
’Pléise do your best.

Yours &c.,

(Sd.) R.C.HAWKIN.




. Last August Belgium proposed to place Central sfrica outside

the sphére of militery operutions. Prance agreed to the
proposal and asked Spain to act as mediator and to make the
suggestion to Germany. Germany signified her assent and
Port,ug‘al ‘and the Univea States supported the Belgian view.
The 1Fnt&rnat.10nal Treaty of 1885 relating to Cvilization in
Africa to which England is a party, provides of the
neutrality of the Congo basin in case of a European war,
It is understood that our Admiralty and War Office felt at
tnat time unable tu agree to the Spanish intervenbidn
because of ihe German cruisers and tne wireless stations in
Toxoland, Dares-Salaam ard Mindnoek. These objections have
all now disappeared. To meet the Belgian ﬁ'si .'Engl"an,d then
unaertook to prevent native risings in the Congo 8o we.are
now responsible for order tnere. There have been native
risings in ‘yesaland and in the Portuguese Congo. Our native
soldiers in- East Africa nave sometimes wot out of hend .and
muraered wounded Germans and mutilated their dead bodies.
The English wnites fear tnis will aifect future relations
between whites and blacks. The fighting in Africa between
blacks led by British, French and ‘ermans will hurdly affect
the Buropean settlement but it may give rise to serious
trouble jcr' the whites in Central Africa after the War.
~South Africa does not like the employment of black soldiery

against whites. Spain would not intervens a second time

unlees the British Government indicates uome-disponit.ion to
|




change the view she took last Au'guﬁl‘t;
Mr. Bonar Law and Lord Robert Cocil peem va' it

armistice but it ie & matter for’ Lard Kxfach&nor. Does. -
Lord Kitchenér agfée thatian azrmgstice in Central Africa
proposed by & neutral could be fevourably oonsidered,

provided reasonable terms were proposed?
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Downimg Street,
¢ 5th July, 1910

uy dear Creedy.

1 returm word worebura's letter to word Kitchener
and kr.Hawkin's letter to Lx. Temnant with its enclomire.

e consider hers that Lord Loreburn's informant has
grosaly misrepresented the situation in Cemtral Ariea,
Ho might be infpwmed that wo employ in our tropical '

Atriom Calontvs only troised snd disoiplined mative 4 ‘.-'."'1."7‘; »
treops with white of fieers, "Myl that they are e a8
well in hand as wny faropesn toresk. L

Ag 4o the gasstion o” mevtralisation, by .Domar Lan
d“hﬁfﬂ‘whmv thet thsea 18 po truth -
shatever in the implisstion that he has expressed m,‘
sympathy ’dth the views of Lr.hawkin. then Lr.lewkin

wrote to him suggzesting numdin;.iou. .r.bonar lLaw
replisd Ahat the matter was primarily ome for the foreig
uftiee, Tut that 4 would not be of mch mse simply to

refeor him
knowledge

to that 0ffies, o8 it was within ;Banur)-;l;
¢hat the question of neutralizing t.br&hu'iq) ’
]




-

in Central «frica covered by the .eneral .ct of lerlin
of 1485 had been raised on more ihan one occasion

singe the outbreuk of war, and that it had been deeided
on various grounds that it was impracticable tn dopt
the sugestion.

‘ours ever,

LR -




in Centwsl Afrisa cevered by the Genersl ict of Berlin
oflﬁhlbcanindumuunu'mlm
dmﬁlm.f-r.mdmtuudhqaddd.d ‘
.nﬂmwmtumtwtiuhletow

1ihe suggestion. ; B

Yours ever,
{°D) P BUTLER -







19th July, 1915,

Dear Steel Maitland,

1 send you on a letter I i'mve receiied
from Mr,. Hawkin, as 1t. appears to concern the .
Célondal Ofﬂ.oq more nearly than 1t does the wn.r
Ofﬁ.ce. I have informed Mr. Hawkin that 1 am haking

4

v&hil couru.y ('»’\, s d 4&.:.>) ﬁtcc_a"x) ~ ,QQ n.\_ L{r/‘? /\

SRR CS f"»f“y&?;-‘- N.noerely, v

A
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Golonial Office,
Downing Strest, S.V.
Ty 2%, 1915.

My dear Tennant,

R,C.Hawkin.

I would gladly save you trouble where I can
but I can't take avex Mr. H.awkin-

He wrote to Bonar Law (this wasn't I
imagine his first ventilation). B.L. psesed him on to
the F.0. and Bob Cecil. Bob Cecil saw him and
p;seed him on to you. It would be ~holly absurd 1f
he were to come, on again to us and complete the
circle. . |

(Thie quite apart from strict argument fn |
about who 1e nnturnny rosponlible)

A

The real fuct is we all m;w F.0., Celsy

=T

Tao. thnt we c.n'k rq'tofg penpe in 6hiq way in ‘ »
. Africe. mynnt tgn htm a0 wtralght. Consult Bod |
) ceoil if wu think lt ne&onary. ‘;gu' uy ye all

. nsroq thnt nu,cn #mwn hg-ulsgtmeg tp! t!xore

n o&nnot‘ now

to try and get 4 ’better régj.na ontablishad ajter a -t
genexid pcaaoo‘b‘q‘ ‘been once more restored.
If you were to do this you can 'mtatni%

spn.k rpr us as nll as for War Office and I am surd

w (mu, would let ybu do 89 fpr the F. O. nllo. <

' "It will be far better than ﬁurthar oirqum- v

 Zbcution and 1t fsn't & question like our friend Mr.

R:Weh that can zb‘o any trodble in Parliement. !
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Downing Street,

Dear 5ir, . )

¥

26th July, 1915,

{ am desibed by lir.Bonar lew to thank you

' fo¥ your lstter of the 23rd July relating to the

neutralization of Central Africa.

vwo' truly,
~ (80.)

T

F.G.A.BUTLER.
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3, Hare Caurt,

TCL0. v
g T BWEBL E, B,C, 5;‘5&3"’
| 13th August, 191B.
o \_\\h J"\
Dear 8ir,
Yay T pefer ».. vnie @22 10 yu.r letfer of the

26th Tune.

In accordance with the suggesticn therein so kin'ly
nde T ventured wo nresa on the: Fireign (ffice the subject
cuncerning which curresplnience has passed between us.

1 saw Lor! Rotert "ec!l and ne suzgzested my see_ng

r. Te-nant. *r. Teunant suggested -, writing t. Lord
witeener tirough his tris T did. VI lennanl uow says
tiat ne ras ment o papers o Y'r. Steel Waitland, cut an
official answer BLAll te sen® we Ly the horeign Cffice. The ¥
Foreign Cffice save written me a short letter calling ay
attention ‘o an answer 1. <tze Tcuse ! Cormmens 1o a guestiun
put ty Yr. Jeseph Ying, “.F.; T 411 acthing o lo with thule
question, .t T juige fru. the werling or trhe reply tat the
tom 1 rave raised was .o r -e>iled Wy the late Cabinet.

appears .o hive Yee-, i« lejartmental lecislon of the Foreign
Office,

.r

You will notige thrat Suuth Africa hae (eer askel <o
gend troope to Myassaland, is affected bty iune Berlin
Act. T believe 1. was agreed a* a. Tmperial fuaference that
Soulh Africa shoul i be conaulted rejarding Imperial questicns
‘south of the ZTquator. I uope, therefore, ,uu will forgive
my suzgestion, firstly, that thre neglect ¢f the Berlin and
Brussels Acts 1s a sub e " ior tre wrole Ca'linet and especial
for the Colonial {ffice; ant sec.ndly, tnat the opinicn of the
FMigh Commisslioner for Scut. Africa ..igut e *aken hefore
Scutn Africa Inadvertently beccaes a partly to the destruction
of the basis of law on whic' the Buropean occupation 6F fentral
Africa ie founded,

‘T enclcse nerewtth a proof of a pamphlet on thia
subject which will shortly be issued, an! T hope ycu will !
accept & few coples for the Titrary of the Ccloniai Office.

It may zerhaps inflier~e you 10 Lear th ' at the

, feeting ot the Grotian Joclety a letter was reud fram Sir
G Lower, who had 13 years eqperience as Imperlal Secretawy
irn Scuth Africa, strongly urging the afoption of my sugges'ion.

You will net ouwit tu consiier tre i:rl.ence that
Dutch opinion has on South African politice woen you npead
L’ : page 1% of my pamphlet. ;

"elieve me, Sir, tu ve,

Youre traly,

4 - ; —7
Tl dt. Yon. A, Bonar lLaw, / 7 er( A £ 2

LR,
Colonsal Hfflvo,
8.W,

c-2




