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TRLEGRARE TSRO LONDON" WHITEMALL CARDENS, J

FELEPHONE VOBS VIOTORIA LONDON, 8. w
4
. - 9th January 1911.
-
8ir,
1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 10th November No.32891/1910 asking for
. our obeervations on the proposed introduction of a system

of emboesed stamps on chequee and other documents into
the Bast Africa Protectorate.

2. The information which we have on this subject is
principally derived from the correspondence which passed
between the Colenial Office and the Inland Revenue Depart.’
ment in December 1900 on the subject of the revision of
the stamping arrangements in Hong Kong.

r 3. The only adsolutely safe system of emboesing
stamps is by the use of self recording presees, but even
in this oou.‘uy such presses are only set up in a few

Aarge cn\.no and a separate press is requited for at least

every two valpes. They require expert assistance to
— ~
set.up wnd to maintaln and.are out of thé question for a

v

country wugh as the Bdat Africs Proteatorate.
4. A comparatively msall riak would W’ un in ime

> 3 v A e
R préssing stampe on cheques, as the work oulﬁu dene from -
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der Bebretary of Btate, N
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Coelenjial Office.
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5. It {s possidle that the over-embassing system
descrided in the enclosed paper would satisfy the remain-
ing requiremsnts of the Protestorate. By this systes'

- neither the emboesing nor the adhesive stasp alene l‘ '
effective, but together they ¢combine the advantages o!l" v
a recerd of payment and of cancellation so far as the
adhesive stamp is concerned. The same prese could be
used as for the cheque stamp. The system has deen
sdopted in Homng Kong, Trinidad, Northern Nigeria and
Grenada, while many Colonies have ordinary emboseing
preeses dut we do not know how they are controlled.

The Governments of Trinidad and Jamaica purchase smbossed
adhesive stampes from Somereset House, but we are not aware
of the cenditions under which they are iesued or used.

6. The Government of Beyohelles whioh uded to be
supplied with paper ready stamped by the Government of
Mauritiue is now supplied by us with paper similarly =
shamped in London. The purchase of an smbossing press
wis urged by the Governmor bdut in that case the Secrefary
of ”h refused nis sanction.
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EMBOSSED STAMPS.

I'ne practice of impressing completed documents with embossed stamps
s prevalded in England for a number of years Formerly the stamps bore no
ndication date of their impressment, but it was held that it would be

late of issue, and accordingly

OSSING » about sixty years ago. One of

inother the month, and a third the year

1 - the nyed the dis to accord with the date :

lug has cou langrec nce a year, and the " month-

times

s0, the stamps were embossed
with an Ye T since been found wlvantageous te employ
alpur, and now all Englisl ny Colonial stamps are embossed with
whground of colowr, the ca work stunding up o white relief on 4

coloured ground ¢
v

So Jong as the embossing dies wege used withtut colour, the €mbossmént
i the stanps mes eficcted by means of a fly-press of simple s*o*‘“,
Consgetion  The introduetion of oloured stamps involved the of ’
ore u:mﬂp at press, sapable, of amge) - y nak. e dig Between cach
P ion We thereforg produced our Pae Cologe ing Press,’ the
: of which is {80, on gpmplete with all necesfary figings, £90 19 o
Y

At Semerset House there ‘are three rooms dpgaged it impresging embossegd
locuments. I tworof these yooms Recording | Presses are in yse

rding Press is ‘of toorelaborate and ‘expensive a'character for use in
he Colonies, i nddition tp which it is neégssany (o have a sqpardfe press for
fuly I'he recopding press has a telltale W to ‘(, by imeans of which
ump or impression which ‘ taken is IW%. the ﬂ\do‘w‘m
o A AW
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Popeator . z
‘ag is numbee. of stamps whigh the v(1). That ¢ ol is 3 N M, necessitating a separate
qu.\ .wa “ﬁ or, r V i ¥ 4 3 RO‘ .< v &? !.. 8 sufl, & ) e B
s in to remove temptation as E’E“hbk ( Thah emibossed stamps arc casily forged.  All shat has to béh~ w

’ ovér spoilt i lons. rde e $ v
o deom the operaser; & wsual 0. pravide 3 locked money box to cach recording “d8 to pour plastet 87 Paris-on the back of any embosscd sump which it is desired ..
. into which the stamp fees are ‘dropped as’ réceived, @0’ change being given ‘. reproduce. By Thigars a/s8lid block is obtained, and by peadering  the s,
‘” by w,chm,;“,;, opérator bings the die down withous A doctmen: being fiee of the wamp MElic with blackicad, an, clectrotype can be grown hom ic.
derncath it, the force (or counterpart of the die) is ‘inked, and the opecator, The *%,_‘Y" gl bours. an exact of the stamp, and uny number
up * of” impressibns cad”be taken from i fn-wgyeral instances. foggeries have been .

has, befofe codtinuing work, to sead for the controller, and get a discharge for

the force, of course, being cleaned from ink under the supervision perpetrated \)y even méme simple ‘teans -that is, by wking a mould in shellae, or %]

that impression ; ather sditable inaterial, from the stamp, backed up as described with plaster of

of the controller. Such presses would, however, be much ('-). costly, pet only in Paris. In Ope instance, even common sealing-wax was employed with madst
the initial outlay, but in the working and in repairs, for adoption in the Colonics succesaful reaults. . jmpreasions were obtained from the sealing-wax; addl that the i
) forgery in question was on an extensive scale, is proved by ‘the fact that on
In the third room at Somerset House, where recording presses are not i investigation forged stamps amounumg o over £10000 were discovered on
use, and where the greater portion of the work is dooe by means of ordinary documents to which access could be obtained. It is generally supposed that this g
fly-presses; the man working the press has complete control of the dies under forgery. which extended over a number of years, must have amounted to 4
the supervision of two superintendents, who are constantly walking about the very large figure <
room, in cl'dcr to see that the 'work is Imng‘ol;roptfrly lc(;:xluc(ni, In n)n ADHESIVE STAMPS . . "
opioion, thig docs not form an adequate check, for u frudurent operaior, 1 I WITH OVER-EMBOSSMENT.
had pmvidcd himself with blank documents could, when the superintendent's o o i 1
back was turned, impress such blank documents with stamps and put them back I'he employment of surface-printed stamps, dated and cancelled by
) means of an over-embossed stamp. affords the greatest possible protection to the
in his pocket. Revenue against forgery It also offers a simple means of contrelling the
We think that the only proper way of controlling the work in the Colones amount received by the officer in charge of the overcmbossing stamping press,
. for the officer would be supplicd from the cemtral Government office with sheets
would be that the controller should giae owt the dies as rrquu('d. aod should sit by of stamps, and debited with the face value of such stamps The officer would %
watching andsrécording the number of impressions taken from each dic | but eve have to account for all stamps issved to him, and produce the stymps, or, the ;
then there would, of eourse, be the risk of collusion between the controller an cash they represent, when called upon to do so The stamping officer would
(bci;p:rutn-r have 1o affix an adhesive stamp of the requsite value to the document, and
then caneg) Tt by overembossmest. . The overembossment goes partly over
In Londén and sorue o e most important centres, where very large nuibers the sun.; cancelling it records the dige, nd thus (ompletes . the requisite
of documents have o Le sagaped, embossed dies are wsed, but all the Subsidiary J‘h] samping of Jthe, doeumeént.
offices adhagive *stamph are used with an over-embossment. At Samerset Housé i i O — »
about ﬂli-iwo presses arc ot work the largdF propdeies of which are worked * o b I

}

by steam-power ;' and the number of hands enployed, including comtrollers, -wV“TAGES
exterds two hundred-and fift: . 0 OF ADHE vE STAMPS WITH OVER-EMBOSSMENT.

> 1 () they gilh' greatest poysible protection to the Revenue.
Y @ That the comtrol is very simple. “ A
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%CUTCHF,QUS ON PARCHMENT DOCUMENTS.

A When' g numbers of documgmes bave 1o be! stamped * with the same _
‘m?“m ’ o of cmbessed WP“Q expeditious. ¥ Experiecnce has proved it w0 be essential, for the hlo asons, to
L, y o \ ) o A S affix a paper escutcheon on parchment for the purpose of reces mtamp.
A W‘, ust be borne in dbind that this s v com- EMBOSSED STAMPS, applied direct o pgsbment, in courseof time
T, IR ’nj‘,@ of & dlly have 10 be with, necessitating become effaced through the expansi and ction of the parchment,
L g s the equnt of the ‘embossing dies. which i Very sensitive to aumosphéric changes. . %
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pics § VE STAMPS; wlnch may ;dhcre
2 & period, are nevertheless liable in cou wof years 0
the M matter which exudes from the parchment:

‘*$ imwmuuhvwhs

| ‘wenien;_in ithe Colu‘tﬂ. as it
: :heho:ﬁwhhoq; heating...Th
''is thé ‘epurse of pmedwe"‘i
The puchmq *lst
the surfice where the eol
pumlc&sone 5o’ a8 o ”%
escutcheon is thcn gl
the parchment.
affixed, must then b¢ M
metal tape. For this purpose, . the
portion of the parchmcnt 10 be blc
of wood, and makes the necessary 4
lhcmeulupehymoimbhdu hi
a wooden thandle,” as ilustrated (Nao'l). A piece
of metal tape is then put through the back of the
parchment, and’ folded over ‘the fage of the cscm~
as, illustrated (No. 2). “If an embossed stamp is used,
Qns stamped over the tapej il an adhesive stamp
4 isuseﬁr.i stanp of the, requisite value is stuck on the

. embessed. partly ovcn'
Uy reguisite official sta
¥ same time cancelling
, In: the ‘actual over-em
..\ an& the "words * Stamp:
: : the words “ Over-E
§ *  The whole
hnd inless ‘an one.
E a
4 ; 1+ doctenis.
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Pts Spebial Rod Oyér-Rebossing Ink, in % tubes w..

Escutcheoning Knivey .. . s |
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