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With reférencedtc'ﬁ%é‘ieﬁpef’iroﬁ_thia ﬁepartment
p .

of the 12th July last on the sutject §f the claim of
the Denhardt trothers *o certain mangrove areag in the
Protectorate of Witu, I ex cfirected by Secreterv Sir

E. Grey to forward herewith, to be laid tefore Mr.
Secretary Harcourt, a copy of & dejratch frow His
Majesty's Ambassacor at Berlin recarding certain con-
cessions alleced by Herr Carsten Nielren, of Berlin, to
have been accorded *o Herr Clemens Denhardt by the

‘1t

Sulten of Suaheliland, British Eamrt Africa, in T887,

and to heve been subsequently ucquired by himeelf.

Sir K. Grev proposes, with Mr. Harcourt's con-
currence, to arprove Sir E. Goscﬁen's action ir caue-
ing the communication from Herr Nielsen to be returned

to him on the grounds given in Hir Fxcellency's despatch.
I am, Sir, ‘
Your most obedient,
humble Servant,

o AL
(X

£

b Under Secretary of State
' Colonial Office.
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I have the Rdnour teo report that I have received's. "

1
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letter From a Herr Carsten %ielsen of Berlim requé‘ﬂbmg

me to forward to His Yajesty's Government a decur(ii’m

to the effect that Herr Nielsen has acquired from a Herr
Mlemens Donhardt:‘“the right to exercise certain privileges
lncoﬂéd to the lntt;r by tre Bultan of Byaheliland
(British Rast Africa) by an Agreement dated April 2, 1887
and signed at ¥Wito; that he has fou ded a Syndicate called

the "ito-8yndikat, to develope the country, which will

commence oparations on September 15, 1911; and that His

Majeaty'fa Gcvernment are ~alled upon, under Article 9

of the Anglo-German Convention of July 1, 1890, to re~
rognige the rights of the Byndicate and the validity of
the measures taken by thesé. Railing -uf:h ﬁqoyxlt ion the
8- ndicate must consider that His Majesty's Government hnv’
villated th; above mentioned article lnd will lodge a

S protest
The Right Hon. , .

e 8ir Edward Grey, Bart., W.P.,
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proteat with the German Government.
Ac~ording to the text of the agreement, ocopy of

which Herr lLielsen enolosed in his letter, the privileges

accorded by the Sultan are of a very extensive chare
acter. Not only are lande granted, but also the ex-
olusive right to icsue paper and metal currency, estab-
lish Banks and postal, railway, telegraph and’telephone
systems, as well as monopolies of all kinds., The right
is also accorded to collect taxes and duties even from

incoming and outgoing ships. Pinally under Article 7

the Bultan makes over to Clemens NDenhardt the exercise
for 2 period of 50 years of all his sovereign rights
over all the territory at present in his possession or
to be acquired by him in the future, and authoriges him
to take a{l necessary meas.res to ensure a good govern=-
ment, to enlist soldiers, iseue loauns, enact lawe, eg-
tablish taxes, duties ectc., make treaties with fative
Bultans and peoplee stc. etc. ste. By article 10, how=-
ever, Clemens Denhardt is precluded from selling the

exercise of these sovereign rights. In return for these

¢oncessions the Bultan is to receive 5 £ of the net

profits o.rnoxd'\"\;v 'the Company to be formed b’mp&h ‘ .

8 o o 1=y
Denhardt for the exploitation of the privilsges acoprded ..

~




to him, ) f

'

I do no «now u‘ythkng of l'r. Nielsen except that in
Pebruary last he made an offer for the purchase of Hie
¥ajeety's Fmbaecoy House, ror the sum of 24 million Marks.

I have causwsd him to be inZormed in repl. t¢ his
letter that I am no* able to “orward his communication
to Hie ajeetyv's Goverrment and that nie proper course
would be to addreuss himself to tre Tmperial Poreign
Office, and I hive ciLwed *he commurization 4n question
to be retirned to him,

I have the honour tc be, with the highest respect,

8ir,

Your mcst otedient,

humble Servant,
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My, Fiddes.

Sir H. Juat. /a? 4 ﬁ
Sir C. Lucas. )

Sir J. Anderson. 4=

Lord Lucas.

Mr. Harcourt.




