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Sir,

1 am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His
Majesty's Treasury to transmit to you herewith cOpRY of a
letter dated the 2lat ultimo from the Foreign Office, rela-
tive to the proposed transfer of Mr. Zaphirc from the
service of the Bast Africe Protecturate tu an appointment
as Interpreter to His Majesty's Legation at Adis Ababa,
and I am to request that My Lords may be favoured with the
observatiuns of Mr. Secrustary Harcourt on this application.

In particular They would be glad to be informed
whether, if the proposal were approved, any exira expendi-
ture from the Eas® Africa Protectorate's funds would be

involved by the loss of Mr. Zaphiro's services.

The Under Secretary of Btate,
Colenial 0ffice.
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Bl Maest e Le,atlnt

«* Adis Abapa, Abyssinla.
bs Their Lorda ips arn doubtlass aware, Mr.
erd of last year, Aus obliped

Tresizer, towards the latter

diguenss witn the gerviceo of ¥r. Beru, +he First

Tntarprate., Wil nad taksn edventag s of his position te

entsr intc intrigues against “ns Abyssinian Miniatel far
Foreign Affairs.

About the same time also Mr. Hope, the Officer of
the British Bast Africa Protectcrste at Fort Hurington on

ied toiMes ﬁzeliger for the

the Abyssinian frontisr,
services of an "‘iﬂf@ prater
Zaphiro, who was detained st Mdis
with the Abyu»iuma chrwn‘a--ea‘_ the
douthern Frontisr. oM '}‘hnisur was nble to send’ him one
of the native interpretars tminod at Khnrtwm, thereby .
leaving the Legation with oaly w mzox'pret‘.pm. As how-
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{iterpreter £144 to £160 mean £162

st i
2nd - Vy $60 & montb (£8) 96
2 Juniors at £b 8 month each 10
£ 370
The eptablishment which. g1 E. Geny would puopoee 1O
substitute for ‘Lis would he ax follows ©=
lst Tnterpreter £400 4o £500 mean £AD0
2nd ) $80 & menth )
bic-ppeaking ADb gsinian at $20
Arabic-ppesking ADY By n 5
£ 470

In fixing the amount of the salary to be assigned

to Mr. Zaphire, congideration must be given %0 the salary
he is already receiving as Ins

the British East Africa Protectora
receipt of Four hundred pounda to-

pectur of the fromtier under

te authorities. Mr.

Zaphire is at present in
gether with a subaismnce allowance of seven rupees s day,

$5.18.4 which amounts togathﬂ to a total of Five hundred and sixty
) V11 -hlkuw l.nd tma,r pence po.r ym

phst 'y u{,ﬁwy ot mr huu&r?l :

ents of Tuanty: gpdl voiFive m&pbunu m-%-r

with a subsistence n.uoimncu paid by ‘Hip llajo’tw'u linist,nx.

would be at sll ‘excessive. k N
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§ir E. Grey would also propose to give Mr.

Zaphiro beuaion rights on tre usual conditiuns.

1f it iz decided to employ Mr. Zaphlrc permenently

+ Adis Ababa it would moreover be pcesible 1o do away with

the thizd interpreter who receives Five pounds a month
replacing him by an Araric-speakirg Abyssiniern at Twenty
dollers a month. The two interpreters who were trained
at Khartour have unfo:tunately not proved themselves at all
efficient, and althuught -ne of them Las been sent o, Mi.
Thesipe: Lo assist M1. Hope on the frontier, as aveted above
it would no- rave been practicable tc have retained him very
much longe: in an, case ab His Majesty's Legaticr. The
gecond interpreter who was trained at Khartow: has &lsc
proved of very little use tu Hig Majesty's Minister and
3ir E. Grey is compelled to admit that the experiment of
treining men for this service at Knartown has not fulfilled
expectat iuns.

Althougd: the smpluyment of  Mr. Zaphiro would
entail an annual increase in the expenditure of His
Majesty's Legation of One bundred and ninety two pounds,
Sir E. Grey fn].a t.}mt the appointmont would be amply
Juatlflod by rqultl. xt vnl .mnroonr Blr B Groy hopu. : ';'

' Ab& Proposah for aboldshing tho‘hgat.iwn mh nrvm

3

altogether in favour of using the Abyssinisn poet have i " ?
alreedy been made, tut they are ss yet too indefinite to. 1
enable an approximate estimate to be formed of the probablo )
#pving to His Majesty’'s Government under that héidlng.
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In the meantime 8ir E. Grey fesls toat His Majesty's
Government have the chence of at lemgth securing the ser-
vices of & really efficient and trustwoithy person to fill
the post of first interpreter, and | ar tu express the hope
that the Lords Commissioners will take all tbs circumstances
into their careful consideration, and will wive their formal
consent Lo the appointment of Mr. Zaphire amd to the pres
posed annual increase ir the expenditure of the Legalliuh

at Adis Ababa which would te entailed thersety.

Sir,
Your most cbedient,

numble Servant,

(Sd.)  W. LANGLEY.
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