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Tra I'r Roea'a report and encluaurea on the Trana-f'ara 

or Trane-J'ala country. Foiplaina delay. Tt. will be observed 
that he conaidera the area it is prouoafed to add to t]is 
Southern Reeerve is superior tb haikipia and that he 
considers that the I'aaai would be well advised to nov;.
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GOVEBNMENT H 
NtIROBI, , 

Britisi

lO'^ » - ■

February 13th'1912.iTrafCA

NO, 97 •'1
.1

V

Sir,

With reference to paragi’aph 5 oP my dps- . 
patcii No.624 of Noventer ?rdf*J have tie how'ur 
to forwari hei’etiti; Ur.Ross's report w^th 
ou.loouree on tl.e Trans-Amala or Trans-ifara 
bouhtry. Th ieiay in aubiaitting this ^e_^-t , 
is iue Piral to pi'essure of work caused , "

'■ fpMg abeence. Praia, and, r
then to' a serious illness Prom .w^iish Ur,Ros^<e; 
has recently suPfercii.

2. You will observe that ih Mr.Rosb's opinioh* 
tiie area wt.ici. it is proposed to add t® tfje '• '

o-rrK\ i

n

mM: ...h-l;v.

V
>T-

V

e*tor,d?f .Southern Reserve i.s superior to-*l^iki-^ 
plh’ and that he ronsidej-B that the Masai

^ ?, f.-f: Vb>. well advised to riove.
<•

I haYb,.K; i >, r •W?'. 'be. - ■ ■•
'<■ •^’■'7'’i'-i- .'t-vl; St-

Yo'ur humVie E^obediept sei^ant^)
, ..

' i

■■V:
^ ’•

'Hf.RIOi^T dfSaouRJikE' . •,
;Ws Hi'digogHtr'^.o., M.P.,

■ secretary of iun for the colonies,
, LONDON, S.W. ,

-V'''> ^ No 3SJ30 .
A-c

DOWNING ST;
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. PEOF/r ON THE raOION 
SOUTWAFX FF.a: KISII_^TOff\RrS 

^ """the GKPilAi; B&Sl'P

Octo-I have the honour to report taut on auauay, 
ber 1st, I reacLeh Luinbwa Station in ,-'.o:-.pa..y Kith

Hon.ill'.Macdonald and MesBi's. J.K. Hill and Chaplin.
We then laarohed throunh Kerioho to Kisii railpS/ 
Jfording the Sondo River, 230-feet wide, at 32 ciiles

nd'.KtfbicaOr and fleaching Ki^ii Station.,pr. the v

the

15 ' "i

Jjjning'of October 5th.
'S. Lading Kisii next mornirig in coiapany wit.

Bisfrict .Cbnmiesionor Mr.RiW.Hemsted, we oompl ted,
ii. red• ^ .)1 /■i circuit 0? 128 miles along the route r...owa

a'ttac^d. plan and reached Kisii again ct. Ooto- , 
bet • WBj-h’iJSi'.Maodoilflid with, llesavs.ffili and

' Chapiin next ,iky set out Tor Lumbwa, while yj’.Hepsted 
and my«elf proceeded South eastwre^td aero-* th» #la- 

• teau, down the.'Sina Esoappi|nt, aoVo'ss th
(or Aiaala) River, past the Naitor.g Hills and acro0 i 
the Loita Plr.ir.s and Rift Valley'to Escarpment Station i- 
w.aic;. wc reached o;. Nove.dber 2nd afte:
(fron Lumbway oP 457 miles.

_ _ _ _ y,. 1 enclose two pland herewith - o.nc n.ar^. u
compiled mai. supplied by t Eirector o? Surveys 
showifig the region South of Kisii as pra'tically a 
blank, and the other marked a slightly altereo

i < a
■ .5 on the

t
-t

a to'al march

A.
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r
copy
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■ 'sa'ic-; t *ti

copy of tr.e map wi'.:. ' ur 
ther 'Ti'.r. some '.i - - a.-;

ine', • route.

r..ow.,

. ae uL ■ icvaut .4. T
ta e i i-'i ane a" n:. averag- .li.sft 
i!it. a loap trji ra.-t
froB’%ut' t' North and rhav ..ergir.g ii.to a 
higher plateau of 0!) anduiati.rarfaci;-, aany of the 

--- attarii an altitude of about 7,000

Conversely it nay be ies-ribe;, with ..er:apB 
,’learness, as an elevate i grac,' ’overea

•tv. r.
,'.o..r.' 0,0'''. fe. t 

: l..g up it
i ■ 1

enir.'^nces or. v.:

fee-.,.

gr'ra'i,e.
SL

ly tableland just So'utl-. of rieii, sondiiig-out.a 
ills Sov-'.hwai'.'l c-rntrally down 11 i

long proir-.or.to.y of 
t:.e less eiivatei platea'i, w;.ieh : te-r-iralel ab- <

4

ruptly along'.the Baste-.-n side by ‘hr Si’-ia Ps^arp- 
leadir.g down alnoat a ■.rTis.a..; fee t '.o f■ a

T j, ■, ?,'.WG a.o..,- its base in a
■Tiont,

Rtv--;-
So uthe-ri y ii rs ; 11 c ti.

S. This low p-omontory of ’-.ills, as 
westward fror, the e.'lg'' t

: r
H

..een lo&lting 
fin: CBcarpiasj.' .i*

■ ,...otog’.-aph (Nc.t, :d4i;j.
■ port. The s.-.ialli-r

clearly a;, wn i:. t;6 pai/,rs’

2410, 2414} aeeotpanyirg thie
(].’o r,. 2"9f, C e.84 ) a. s o s. ow ,s -i ‘ .

1

.t c: a-panora.ta 
ra.’ter of tre nore eiev.-it; i No- .'.erly p’"te:v,. i?

harasrowr. in photogr-i: : s No.s . 2396,2388, 2402.
strenn, delive'ri.g aborl «60fii.River w..i- . i-s a

c/cic feet a secona w -n we saw it, is sl.cwr. in

241^. It 1,-: sai.i to rise in fi’od sete 
|xb feet above the level we saw it at. 

say that the name *Afflala* rppears to be known to no

photOfo'rai'';
I aay here

r
one J

*
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It 13 protobly a Kiknmbi^sdone in its vi'inity. 
form of the naiTR iiara, wr.ich is recognised by the
Masai, t-ougi. 'Ngarc Dabash’ and other names are 
more commonly used. I suggest teat the name 'Amala* 
should be disused'and .hat before any maps of this 

lithogi'aphed, T:'.e most wid-ely ac eptedregion are
nam.e c'f the -.-iver should be carefuliy investigated
by tne resident Political Officer and adopted.

6. The str.ams we met with on our circular tour
below Kisii are indicated on the attached plan. The
most important points .staoliphed were that the, .
Streaft shown as t:e Magorro issuing from the Chepa-

u forest in Idap A is one of the headwaters of
fieri, but that the more important branch of^the(

Gprliis one rising to the west of the hill called 
Gelegele, and flowing almost directly Southwards 

i nni|5.,.l,.it ‘.paga:0S'.long, flat hill or nidge (seme 
three or four miles in length) known as 01 doenyo 

--lisuigapone. It tnen turns wesi. BjS^ the '(Jori* 
of .the map8..iir., tiie Magorro ^ tlie Hasai term it. 'The 
first mentioned branch, altl.o'agh issuing from a real
ly ext. nsive swamp som.. three miles long an I quarter 
of a rail-, wide, is probably not permanent throughout 
the whole of its length, as lir.Hemsted has previously 
seen it nearly dry in very hot waaiher. Unfortunately 
we Saw the iis'.ri t almost in its best 'onditi'U. It

met

\
■ >\ pj^Jlungj 

the J

t if

river

A- .

is certain tnai r.ai.y of the ntr- amlets that w 
cannot b-' permanent ones. I have marked such with

I consider that those which havean edging of brown, 
been given a blue e-dging are probably permanent, but.
of course, only actual observation in periods of

drought
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drcught can finally settle that -point. Time dii not 
permit us to see anything of the region in the North 
West quarter of the blank area on map.A. 
monly believed however that the river Gwetta which

There is an abundance of

It is corn-

traverses it is permanent.
water on the high tableland Just South of Kisii. 
Most of'the hollows are swampy, and many o? them

It is thepresent springs and vigorous streams, 
watershed from which apparently four river systems
emerge - the Gori or Magori going South, the Gwetta 
^ing West, th^,Kuja ^ the North side, and the Sor^o 
toirards th." Kast.'^|tln most of these hollows the 
streams do not present tj;em80fve3 fn a form suitable

They would pro-for the watering of numerous cattle, 
bably bo trodden into a wide stretch of mud imme

diately. I oonsidi that it would be necessary to 
fora,'tijinkB' af. some s^ght qagacity by carryir,g low 
'eirthehn dams across suitable stretches of valley.

5>/ .. ,
►. A'.'

The fri-nge of the Chepalimgu forest encroaches.
. * 'Jo. '

in the form of buah,further on to t e East side of 
the blank area in map A than is there indicated. This 
bush varies from scattered clrcnps covei'ing about 25f 
of th' land suffaoe (photograph 2587) to solid wood- 
bush even denser '.nan is shown in photograph 2411,end 
difficult to get through even for pedeatrlnns with a- 
party of jungle-clearers ahead. We only travelled 
about seven mile^ here in the wiiol; of Ww* one long 
day. Of this type of buah there is perhaps an area 
of 80,000 acres South and South-East of'Gelagele. For 
the rest, although the country seen from any eminence 
Cvide panoramas above mentioned and also photo.2396)

appears
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appears only as a black sea of bush, with no grass 
in sight at all, yet an area of one half or two 
thiroB of Lhe whole ;s excellent grass land wldei, is 
all wit in reach of one brancr. on ol-er of the

This as stated ii. .uy cypher telegramMgforl river.
from Kisii on October ISth wa:;, we saw it, a
stream presenting ti e vei-y sat i s fa-'ory dis-harge 
of about ICO cubifi feet a ae-cni (64 million gallons
a lay).

\

8. The Northern -'■’.evate: plrttau, just t,.. low 
Kisii, is what I s ould call typical Masai country.
The only doubt that ariS'-a in my min- is as to whe
ther enougr cattl,-- -oulc. be got on to it to keep’' 
the grfes €owrj. As wc saw it, the wnole ai'ea wae ■ 
under rough straw grass c? tne type shown in photo
graph 3400. This war orlinarily more than shoulder 
high. Later in the year I believe much of it goes 
up.tq a.h«'i^t of len oi .1,3. feet, whp’n it i a cost 
difficult to get tr.rough. The pro^ceclure as to occu- ’ , 
^yiiig eucn temtery would pre^ipsally be to burn tlis 
whole count-ry m at the ejid of ib'y weather and'it®ve „
cattle on afte- the r-ains, aa .new grass was coning 
ur>. Tt.c law;, in front of the District Con.mi asioner' s 
house at Kisii (photo.-i’aph 2378, CPV'J, .C."80whi.n
is q'uite the finest one that I ; ave sesu anyw.oRie in

such
this country, wa? ev^olved from just^S' rt of -ountry,

‘ *1 ’ . ' * 
and wit!- cattle in sufficient n-umbers performirig on
a broad soal-. the op- rations, on *Me smpll area, tft
Mi'.Hemsted’s mowing machine, there, sesrae no doubt
that these elevated grasa lar.ts would he .converted... ^
to astonishingly food pasture.

-o

(
-.4

1

c

3

I
9. 4
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9. Ify I&fli visits to La/>lcipia ware th 1906 and 
19p8. I "sonaider the area now under remark to be 
Bsperior eoun'.ry to Laikipia, notwithstanding that 
i; ■' Fast ,;-i 'e rather heavily tush-covered and 
'.;al Mere is an unwatei'e-i strip along Me top of 
t.re Siria Escarpment. No part of this dry strip is 
mce than four miles from permanent water, bo it is 
Certain' that the w’oIt of it could be grazed with 
ease. When we oroEsei the Mara Siver, ilasai cattle 
were being sent across tr.e river dally (photograph 
2419/ to graze on the top of t’.ie Escarpment, retura- 
i.ng at njght to the. .'iasai villager, at its fo^. 
to the stock capacity of the wl-.ole area, I am not 
competent to express an opinion, but as to the avail
ability of water, 1 have no appre.oonsion as tp any 
difficulty arising in utilizing ..raotioaliy the whole 
area as a grazing ground. Huch of the avea would %“ 
C'o'n'tha statSifeent of ay ?»»»<• porters nho were fa- 
ti,cuyu and keeli agrioiilturrets ) make ^^ally first 
ci^se arable ia.nd. So if future residents on this 
area, either iiaryi or other*, wish to indulge tp some_ M.,; 
“Tte.nt ir ir.ixe-' farming, there would be every oppor- 
tun.tj .for tr.em to io so. I understand t. at it would 
b, "egarded as a ti'i'mph of admi/.i.itraticn if 
resident Political Office'^s could induce the tiasai

igri ulturai proiuce. Efforts in that iirect- 
lon wo'.Id receive a maximum of support from the 
natural features of tnis attractive region. It is my

belief tnat the liasai wouid e.- well advised to go 
are

there and^fortunate to obtain that area.
10. Directions along ti;e line of march were taken

with

i

0 .yow

!



'T- ■

IGu -

- 7 -

with pocket compass, and distances we e measured 
by perambulators. The minimum temperature at night 
on the plateau above the Siria Escarpment variei 
from 41° P. to 60° P. with an average of 50° P.

,W.McGregor Hobs 
DIPiCTOR OS’ PUBLIC WORKSl^jrobi,

February 2nd 1912.
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