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The establishment of a regular lino of steamers sail=
ing from the United Xingdom direct to Morhbasa, Zansibar,
eto., and loading hon}cnrds at those porte direet fo. the
United Kingdom and for continental ports at intervale of
Bay four weeks, prasgnts great difficulties. The outwsag
cargo from this countyy to British East Afriea is estin-
ated net to exceed ui the outside 3,000 tons per month,
ineluding Goverrment mate.ial, an! tlo humeward trade from
British Bast Africa would apyear to be altegethe: in an
embrionic conditign. The $eotul cargo shipped I:

Mombasa last year by 111 steamers tc all pofts |
world ia given L(n|Cd. 20-2llec 22-114 Tone only T is

obvious from these figurcs that british Rest Afgican trade

te and from the Unit d "ingdos gannct by itselfl in {ts
present state, support or even nearly wsupport a dijoct

out and home assrvice.

The Geruan Bast African steamers load from seuotlmes
as many a8 4 or 5 Continental parts such as Hazburg,
Retterdan, Lisbqn. Marweilles m Yaples, and gathe, cargo
not only for ;;'o.\uu apd Zanziba; but alwoe for German
East Arrionn yorta and as far down sofith as Dalagoa Day
and Durban, 1t might, of ecourse, be possthld 'to cstablish
a compating'ling from England covering Lisben wid’ the o
Meditorranesn porbs: Upw and Germas and Porwguuo
East Afﬁo i)o:‘,li‘,w but t stant sdch a servige
Fight wwdy. with -upuv bom wpy ld mpué §ooat outday
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and risk and it is difficult to say what yearly sum in un

way of subsidy would induce a prudent shipowner to unﬂdn
tare 1t, in view of the extent to which the Germans have
already covercd the greund. The easiast method of sup~
plying the defigciemey in outward carge, and th: lige of
least resiptance would appear to s to lsad monthly
steamers outwards from the United ¥ingdém for Britfih
Bast Africa, taking carzo for Port Soudan and Suakim,
PGFrts ou route, a5 &m mev done Ly such steimers ns are
deSpatoied at irregular intervals.te Aritish Bast Afsica.
Thore is 4 conssde.ablo asount or cargc for thea#d po. ir in
addition o Uovernment materi.., which lattar (.part from
such bulx cargoes as justify the chartering of sypecial
bonta) 1s sstimated at about 10,000 tore aver *he next

year

If a wonthly servioe of steamers were guaranteed,
¢} We whole of t-a Crown Agonts' ahipmeits to Lritich Bast
Afrign at a fimed -easonablc rate of freight, and were
also g\.mxnntccfv. ¢ whole of the regular Government ship=-
@ents for Fort Soudan .md 81;:1:1: at &, tg;.d reasonable
rate of freight by the w Gover m‘n!. ghipownors
offering to cstablish suok a line would llu“.&r}“l‘ security
‘against the cut-throat gompetition which the 11.nc already .
tu“ng te Lritish kas. Africa in « upamodxc way m&ght o.
unly An Qrdef-to Trustrate u.o 80) emé .

»

5""’.& .
< The w mm. lppu."l?.ly desire a regular
“service 0 Yort Sendan and Suakim; $hough in thil respect
ea!y uo, u omn. bntur W British Bast 3
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Africa, and are a great deal more 1ndependent,yet it : ',.q
might sult thom to combine with the Crown Agents to
socure it in the way sugrested.

Wb

This combination might :mm & fairly *oawxmbh ’ "ﬁf:
'nwc Treight enrnings for . line of pteamers to  He . ’
British Bast Africa. The gap in hemeward sargy, whiek
48 very eserious indeed, would hnyg to Bg met in other
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