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Government Hgmsg, |
Nadrobd, alv 193
5th Jamuary 1910.

EAST AFRICA PROTRCTORATE.
s (Confidential)
No. 2

My Lord,
In reply to Your lordship's telegrem of
December 13th and in eontinuation of wy despatch
> No.91 Confidential of mor 22nd last T have
the honovur to make the following sdditional

BA

observations in regard to the forsmtion of & North-
ern Frontier District.

2. 1 gather that Your Lordship is not adverse
to the scheme in principle but requires fuller
financial details. These it is "nfortinately not

altogether sasy to supply as Lhe whole question
depends largely if not entirely on the provision cf
transport ,which in those regions is carried on
almost exclusively by means of camels.
3. I understand from Your Lordship's Counfident-
ial despatch of November 25th and other correspondencs
on the subject of the boundary that both Your Lord
ship and His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
for Foreigm Affairs are inclined to insist on the
retention in British hands of certain points
essential to the administration of the fromtier
,which e
The Right Honourable :
the Earl of Crews, K.G.,

Secretary ‘ State for the Colonies,

' Downing Street, y |

London, S.W,
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which are admittedly on the Abyssinian side of the ' |
line originally laid down. This poliecy would be just- {
ified on the plea of uecessity and would be supported

by the effective occupation of the point= in question.

4. I should like to make it clesar that the

whole scheme »f frontier comtrol hinges ou the

adoption of this position in reg r1 to Abyssialan

claims and that if we in any way abundom our pretensions

in this connection it would Lo useiess to af Leupt te

do anything beyond Marsabit. e should in fact have to
recall Mr Barrett from Fort Harringtou and leave
aftairs on the boirder once more in the hands of Mr.
Zaphire and his Abyssinian auxiliaries. This would in

my opinion involve = disastrous loss of prestige and

wonld perpetuate the existence ol di Alsatia on our
Loilliern frontiers,which cannot fail to be e cont inual
aource of trouble and annoynnce in bl future

5. | will asswse then that Lle points which

we need for trontier administration will be included
in British territory and effectively occupied and
garrisoned as Fort Harrington is at present. It is
difficult without personal knowledge to say what

posts will actually be required but I am inclined to
think that for the present three posts will be
sufficient, one at Dolo, one at Fort Harrington, and
one at some point towards the Western extremity of

the line. This will have to be selected later. Between
these posts a systen of patrols will be established
ensuring a fairly constent Shspestion of the yhole
length of the boundary. As supplies could not be
obtained fh the meighbourhood of the posts snd it
would be wndesirable to dapend upon Alyesimian sources
Marsabit :-'ut be n;uws.d as the advance base for the
‘ “‘h’h
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whole line, with Meru and the rich Ksnys districts
on whieh to fall back.
6. As time goes on oertaiuly at Marsabit
and probably at the other posts the garrisons
«i11 be able to grow crops to ® sufficient
extent to supply their necessities, at any rate
in part,but for the first few months every thing
will have to be oarried up on camels. 1?!0‘i1.ttor
are not expensive in themselves and,if we levy
as proposed a property tax on the Rendile,which
they quite expect and are perfectly ready to

y in retum for the protection against '
Abyuwln raids which our presemce at Marsabit
gives them,we shall be able to maintain omr
transport serviece out of the animals paid in.
Oamel syces are however expensive perticularly
if Somalis,who are far the bast ,are employed
7. Apart frow tramspory I antiecipate
sosrosly any,if any,additional expenditure in
excess of the estimate for 1930-1911 already
cubmtted. The stalions at Marsabit and leru
have dtoda been provided for in the Naivasha
and l-yt ’rovincid votes and a reallocation
is all that is required. The fromtier patrols
should in my opinion be furnished by the King's
African Rifles.
8. Taking one thing with another 1 should
be inclimed to put the probable ..n of the
3 boundary stations st £1000 eash for the firet
year, ormNhﬂl.hO I am not persusded
as yot that thres -m- Wil be Tequiréd.
1 feel sure b-wg-l “-Q we shall ‘be smply

) ¢ repaid
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repaid for this expenditurs if we can exercisse
an efficient comtrol aleng the frontier.

1 have the honour to ba, ¢
My Lord, f
Your Lerdship's humble,

obedient servant,

v

In the absence of the Govermor




7 GRCRETARY Downing Street,

70 THE TREASURY. '2~“" ruary, 1310
8ir,
MINUTE.
Mr Butler. Feb./ I am directo1 vy wie Earl of Crewe
ﬂx.;,d // ’ ]
to transmit to you, 1i1d before the
Mr., Fidgos }
Mr. Just. Z, Lords Commiss.oners of tne ireas ry, wiln
Mr. Cox. "
refere.ce “0 une Letter from +hjs Office

-
8ir 0. Lucas. VAN

Sir F. Hopwood. No. 40787 of the 4th of Junuary, & copy of a

. *‘M w & )
_ . further despatch from the Governor ol the
M Africa Protectorate with re;nrd Lo the

v steps to be t.lh fqg ‘Bringing under more s
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ﬂfdr‘ﬂ&ltmrum u;b/ opifion that
it-ds vory duimhlo ;o ensure tiat the
: Ofrontier shall he row‘cted locally by
the '\byssimans aad t.hat. the natives on
T,
the British stdmr' u’;e béundary Gib’
be protected frow Abyssinien raids, and
I'tha.t)ix' tihis is done, the difficulties
v:f(pefore they accept Major Gwynn's
consequent delay in reaching a

,-'111 becm'w of little iuporf-nn“.
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‘;J; -y —. . . ﬁff;,’ 1!)
: neds i By Lringing tie adetrict
S |
in Question ‘under control. He has provided
r in the fetimates for 1910411, whicn are how
before the Lords Comniesioners, for three
addi tional Politieal Bfficers. It appears
from this d"patch that he gontemplates; in
A} . )
addition ¥07the ofpenditure already«proposed
“in the btimates, an outside further oqondbg'
Aasge {2
ture of £3,000 in forming/new nwxonu on
the trontief, @ lesp if all three mew stations
pon— .
are not required, 'n"hja despatch covering
the petimu.tes, s copy of wnich was sent to
¥
you 1 e l-tter !r this office of th#*

st of January, he nolntec out that he had’

4
wde no specific provision for the mopre ot‘. .1

$
he anticipated no aunculty h meeting the "

v

expenditure required vy a re-allocation from

fective occupation of the borﬂq Gat that i

other heads when the tinze arrived, «
4, In these circumstances Lord Crewe

~would ask the Lords Commissioners po approve

LIRE KL
of -wﬁlturo(up to £3 quxt 180 xz:uch is
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