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Jovernment House, | 'O 't ¢

FAIROBL]L.

26th January 1910,
S
i o)
3 N

Dear Fiddes, ; ks

A}

With referefce to the statements made Ly
¥, Powys Gedvd, I 'would venture to ask that Lord Crewe ‘W

- 1.‘,,4“ 4 14 facts uf the oame nia~ or ae ve
know them a:ffor voh' utoﬂ.‘.}: from the jon whieh

o -~y «bu-ﬁ—‘«.--,.na....‘.. .
he has neard.

The situation is briefly as follgwe. =
Mr. Powys Cobb came out “u thils country and afler

in different districts applied for an area in

travelling
a locality which nad not heer surveyed outl wasg known to be
suitable. As ‘e gave proefs of considerarle capital and
waeg acting as tristee for erg, aeneral sanct'ion was
given hy the Becretar, ¢ State for a crant of 35,000
acres.

A rough survey Wwas made T 4l os ajflied for, and

it was found to contain 10 less ‘la: 70,000 acres and te
include a certain amoun: of good forest. Mr. Co "Q

s

then nsked to modify his application and to select land wp

tie amgunt sansticued. It wag, I think not unreason- e
ably, stipilaged thet the land was ¢ ce chosen 1v such @
way, a8 netl W re:acu. ,ae céma'ting 30,000 agres ugelees

ard, although & certatp wmount of @iall timber wight 6

ingluded, no areas of true forest could be granted.

-, Mr. Coth made a good dedl of Aiffioulty over this. \ i
i. wished to have certgin -.n. of great natural beauty 1
brought within his boundary and alse ~ ‘pans’ and pleces .-’,
of marsky grownd. The latter vers to M‘”‘ of m




To put e natter shortly, he wisheq to plok all \W
plums ou. of tre total 70,000 acres. The Land & Burvey
Departgerte dla nc "eel tustified 1% acce; '1r:g his Yound~
aries, ard he was reques ed tc make a more reascnable.se=

lectior

He failed -0 do *hie aa left the courtr n July
without coming *c 2 satisfactory seitllement u u
leaving a responsible agent Lo car: on negotiaticng Hig
representatives, 1r repl ¢ commurica.iore addrepgsed 10O

them by tie Land Office, declired to make any definitg

crulice I e al sence of thelr principal, and merel, put
forward vague demardes for excepllionall, faviuralle treate

ment on Lize strength of his proved posseseion of caj 158k,
i

ich Was of course ad Atted Ly t w Protectora_etd.thorie-
ties an@ formed tihe Justification for the comsideration of
- raii in Lhe firsl instancas.

As tnis stlale of affairs wag felt "¢ U.l l.rlctor" -

LY

trhe Secretas t Sla' e wae addressed L1 cur De-pvr‘ ) g

Octoter a: 5 arce of e Land Orf.ce. Mr. CgLu was
e Cclour tal Off:ice and the lefter 1A whieh

ecr ‘eee e VAT # Depar: ® .-enccrno‘_’. fy.* in 13
-

4 reid coas letter 1s, .o wh@ &,:-‘_}cut of 1%, pomevia:
BArtling as he implies that ha had all Aib.‘ bO“ pressing
for a settlemgut . ara " a lovermment had beeh obe truote
ing him, wheieae * ¢ cxa [vgres veas in t“u";

Cane, He alsc ntroduces r"‘ﬁ
a0

of the Proteciorate as a whole, and te

the

Y

# exints Letween scitlers and offic
umtion., even if they h* been trus, wul' ! 4
qhno trnhvnnt. The relations between the oﬂ'uﬁ. ané
\mmlml ncuong,of m oo-n"v have nothing W
to do with a ooneouiﬁll- l‘. m A ‘x

e T
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{;"ﬁ w cannot %Mttoﬂy Fecomuend:

: .cmu +he Govermment of obstrueting him.

‘Bvery deb ien

1
thet the %vu{’&cnt is agpked 1o Mmake is a mattler 9f urgency -

W and must not be delayed for a moment, bu: When the conces=

J) gionaire is in his turn asked to make & definlie cholce,

né may and does taxe veeks and even mr.!: over it, ¢

I must apologize for the leng‘l or thie uu “‘- A
» e R

conteu to a Teoling of wegret "! nat Lof ewe Could

must

not ﬁavc heard ‘Yoth parties, and (ruet Lo wna;, Low Le m‘x.l.‘

to mitipate the cgnsure on the Tand Depdrtpent. J‘, :
! f think that a great many difficulties in all cono‘- : i
gions would be obviated if tLie, were setlled by the OGov

ment herae. When seekers after concessions on;‘b have their
¢leims finally adjudged at home, 'hey &re inclined Lo flout
apd even lgmore the Goverfment of "he Colony. 1 do not

“a for one moment “‘f the Government should settle such v
concesslons independently, but no final terms siould ever
be offered to & concessionmire without local concurrende,
If this rule was invariable, the Secretary of State would

v

. not be pestered, and the hand of Gowernment would be ;

¥ strengthened where today (t ls weak. |
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Mr. Cox.

Sir 0. Lucas,
Sir F. Hopwood.
‘ Lord Crewe.
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