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29T AFRICA PROTECTORATE
no. 50T.

l‘(“,\; With roxarence t.o Yy despatcn No 800 61 <
gq/.u;; the 19t of November 1915 I have thesliomour to

! report that I have recently beeh 1nfqrmu§’ b}
mdlitary suthorities that it has_ been found
lmpossible to issue approximately 2400 boxes
contalaing Her Royal Highness Princess lary's
girvs for the Protectorate torceé.

2. I therefore caused snquiry to be made
into the reasons for tne fallure to distribute
these gifts. I have now &sce;'tained that thé men
who did not receive them were members of the
Carrier Corps, and the Director of NMilitary Labou!‘
reporte that by the time the’ gifts arrived,
namely the 1st of September 19156, few if auy
natives who had been meumbers 0f bhe:upit on the
25th of December 1914 were still in the employument
of the military. Somé nad deserted, others were
qu.d. the majority had been discharged, and w
wegk of ascertaining what natives were entitled
to the gift would have meant carer&i axialysis by
a special staff, which could nat ha‘(a been . :




v risgl 9 nu mtivt cqrrier caniot ‘De regarded }n
any ¥énse as being on the same footing as a seldier.
He comes in to work for a few months, frequenth' /
‘unﬂer an assumed name. He deserte m srall
provocation and is prqna to replace m:uelr by a
brother or & triona ﬁ he is near home and wants
to rest., On discharge Jie: goes back to his location
where he becomes merged in the vast mess of
um‘egis*ered natives, or engeges himself to an

. Buropeen to avold further enllstuent. Any attempt
to trace nim would be most' difficult and 1t is
probable that the mere institution of enquiries
would erouse his suspicion or lead nhim to conceal
nimself or go out to work under another neme on
some European estate.

4. A very great lncrease of work has been
throwr on the Protectorate administration who
have had to recrult and repatriate large masses
of natives 'and underteke endless enquiries about
deserterm and misesing men. In the majority of
districts t.here has been no increase, but rather
a deo’mase qI etcff and t«o ask them to underteke
to unravel Iists oI ‘distharzed men would have
begn to impose an arc}uous -and ‘elipst certa.inly
fruitless taesk.

6, I do not coneider thererore tnn By
blase cea Le luputed, o the Director of IMtery.
Labour ror fits rellute to u&unbuu these gifts.
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;;egbey had been availablo on the 25th of Boeember

1914.nn di;!!culty would have béen experiencedighu&‘“

© the gelsy in their receip% rmdered nis task a:imnat

: P-‘;nupscible.‘ 1 ehould be obliged therefore 1f tha< ST

?ze,e;rcumstancss of the cese could be laid pefore Hnr :
Royal Highness and her wishes with regerd to the b T
~disposal of the surplus boxes ascertainad.

1 have the bonour o be,z
- Sir,
Your humtle, obedient servent,

GOVERNOR. . . A










