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SEDITION AMONG INDIANS IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA.

1. A glance at the map issued last year with the Ghadr Directory will

® show how widespread the Indian revolationary movemort is. There is informa-
tion om record in this.office sonneoting every one of the places marked with »

© Thow are fn tae foiwing Yed cone® in the map with Indian revoluiionary

conniyies i — propaganda but the degree of completeness of cur

° &.‘nl:d‘ information varies very greaily. Wo have known
Germany. ’ from its inception the hroad outlines and much of

;::;:‘;; y # a the detail of the work of the Ghadr_ party on the

Pacific Coast of Amerjca and in keeping a watch
wover the return of aisaffetted Indians since the
Panama. outbreak of the war we lave acquired much
:;"tﬁ.‘?anilm information about the seditiovs activities of Indians
Brasil. in Japan, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Bangkok and

Canada.
United States of Amerien.
Cuba.

Arguntiai, other places on the line of communication between
nmﬁ Bast Africe. San Francisco and India. We also know much
Douth Afrien. about the doings of the band of cducated Indians
New Zeslaod, who have takon service under the German Foreign
gm"v;;':: Offico and livk up the Ghadr party with Berlin.
dpen. On the other hand we only get occasional glimpses

of what goes on in such centres as East Africa.
Masy of the Indians in British East Africa are not mero labourers whose object
is 0 make money and return to India. They are colonists who intend to make
Africa their permanent home. They have ceased to interest themselves greatly
in Indian politics and when they are disaffected their activities are directed
against the local Government. There is thus no strong interaction between India
and British East Afrioa such as exists between the Punjab and the Pacific Coast
of America. Though we have reason to believe that much active disloyalty
exists among Indiane in East Africa, they have not helped to swell the numbers
of those who, during the first year of the war, returned from abroad to put the
teachings of the Ghadr into practice. This explains why we do not know much
about sgdition among Indians in British East Africa and. also why, for the
immediate purpose of safeguarding India, we do not need to know much.

The following paragraphs summarise what we have on record about
seditious activity among the Indians in British East Africa. It will be seen
that our information consists of a number of disconnected facts from which it
is impossible to piece together a coherent account of the seditious movement
which undoubtedly exists there.

2. According to the re ontd of the Sanderson Committeo on indentured General.
labour, emigration from India and Arabia to East Africa has been going on_for
soveral centuries. From 1896 onwards indentured labeurers, averaging from
12,000 to 15,000 at any given time. were craployed on the construction of the
railijay from the copst to Lake Victoria Nyanza. The railway still employs
some ‘2,000 indentured Indians. A certain number of these .Indisns haye
sottled in- British. East Africa on the expiry of their indentures. At the
Census taken in" 1911 the Asiatio population was found to be nearly 12,000
but what proportion is of Indian birth or descent is not stated. The great
majority of the Indjans in British East Africa appear to belong to the Bombay
Presidency . but we have no definite information regarding the numbers belong-
ing to the dj!h&ant oastimand religions. YA
. 3. According to Neio Indéa.for 15th December 1914 a Young Men’s The Young
Indian Assooiation exists a¢ Nairobi, “ to unite young Indians of different re. 3053
ligions and of different inces. ” The members who should be between the atton:
ages of 18 and ‘30 are divided into two seotions, political and social. The
daties of the members of the political =action;, to which no government servant .l’
can belosig, are: ’ R

(a) to foster in-young Indisns the it of patriotism.go far as'i
ik the e o the Bridal Goremzions  “3-40 ik 1
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| n
g & . 1 am praying to Ishwar Parmatma for the life, help and success which
. . h our Bretbren need.
. fheir lives for their Mol)::; %‘3”&’ “i‘n a:?sgl:;tﬁ&t;ﬁyéragggﬁem :::sﬂ‘:ou: R —
A ives, is & saying, anc s A € 0%
‘;:?clﬁhﬁ“;re misambl{a. Let us lnnﬂ 2“51:«; bm(::r:e;nvel?o::lls (;\:5 ;E:))l'l)r“ﬁ::o: (84) SITA RAM.
t e yoko, and get their fr onik
‘i‘;%i;h-ri:{:gﬁh}l;myerk o mjg?"g and Kings whose eons are ngwrmnd.e to labour July, 1916. ) —
snd die Jike dogs and slayes. TUrleckily Lam bound u; ‘\"{l sest i‘:” 4 ‘fq":w:l; O ® ; . ;
whiie_you are free sod able to ach moré freely, S0 beothors make 588 t in 7. The same. batch of papers includes several reports on the Indian contin- Tho Indlan
explain to and express upon all the merchants and business men you mee 1;1(5’ gent of the ‘Mombasa Town Guard, which was enroll.ed after the outbreak of the gont agontof
t.hq}: course of your business, the truth of our osuse, lh;1 needs nnd‘mulag. Al war by Mr. Ritch and was at ﬂ“"t oomm?nded by him. As the organisation of Fown Guard
oxplain to them in touching terms and that of our . are tho oconti twas isfaotory ME. Ritch was superseded. Shortly after this
peedlessly dying for those who have orushed us down, and have mmple«li ow': the men declined to turn out for night patrol work. The Officer Commanding
our land of fowers,—India and her holy temples. Let us move ourselves the contingent writes *“ the ipfluential and educated Indians refused to submit
ot these brothers out of the slavery when they will work for their own “‘l‘:; to sny sort of disciplitie:one of thew, Sergeant - Savale, in Orderly room stating
and ocountry, and die nobly. Is it mot better for the soldiers of ou .to me that he was-wiot addressing me.a8 Sergeant Savale but as the Secretary of
Rulers to die for their own country, and brothers than being made to “?‘;' the Indian Associatfon. He has since, T understand, been arrested for, I believe,
death from wounds and sickness, and from refusing fo run 1M12'° w0 sedition or suspected sedition. It becamo evident that the so-oalled loyalty and-
enemy (Germans) to be shot to desth. The Boglish braves o8 YI dt?ep ltz patriotism of these Indians ocousisted of getting hold of a rifle and some
front while the shots are pot, firing but they run back an(i let fo}u-mn dx_ansf A cartridges and confining their operations tq guarding their own personal property
geb-shot when the bullcts from the Gormams start fiyiog. Teit i B 0 in the Basear.” o .
thes treachorous and bearless whites called (e English ARl onc pCC The General Officer Commanding, Mombasa Area, writes :—" The Indian
i fate, and we must check it or die like beasts to save the lives of ) ! ng,, ) es \—'
1t is » hard fato, a0 . tion into fire Town Guard was inefficient and useless. There was no discipline and Mr.
those who are intentionslly throwing our LR ) Ritch’s influence was all to the bad. 1 bave been informed that he even gave
1t is very necessary that you should geu together our brothers Patel, rofessional advice to Indfan members that there was mo obligation on them
Sharma, Bansi Lall, Gok:ll Das:], and ot{;erﬂt)rmled meml;elr:s of m:ge m:lt:mt;E go turn out for parade or guards or to obey orders.”
te men to go and .quietly pteac e cause, I o § . . Prial .
;‘l:gv?ieg:o:hers in the Indien A, ';pdhtglltthel}l that they Sl gt all they e 1%ng: ,{3‘,‘2;”1’;‘{ ({mmh appeared in the London Daily Ezpress dated ogure. mar 2
i v which is to rei use 17 e N8, ani P ; . Indian:
;’ﬁf,t’f,:h;ylgf :ieuc]}u(;lli::!who‘;:t them *forward to dig get crushed under 1 « A% Voi,  station on the .Ugnndn Railway, two Indian contractors (says
foot. Who i8 keeping the Germans out of this country P Only our Fowji ) Reut.ar)nwe‘m olhuged thh.anutmg the enemy, Who blew up a train ou the
‘Bahadurs, but a8 it i only labour lost and they’ will gain nothin for them- line in Septe . The prist were found guilty and wn.!enced to death, the
gelves by it. 80 let those who push them to die at the hands of the Germans gentence being pam_ed'ont on the f?'llowmg day. Other Indian fuel contractors
get the fire on themselves, and thus save thgir own lives to save their own were charged with similar offences.
country India which may sowe day bea kingdom as before if Parmatma 9. There can be no doubt that since the outbreak of war Indians in Sita  Ram
(God) pleases. British East Africa have beén made use of by German agents. The military paal ‘"::‘ld
I-would have taken this dutiu{on myself in Nairobi but the work spares and oivil_‘n\lﬂmrities in East Africa have gr{:bﬁbly collected a good -deal of ring.
me so little time for outdoor work, 1 am ready to die and give my life for the information on this subjeot but only one definite case has come to our notice.
causo as T onoe sfffered in Ohina, and . would not mind & similar fate for our . Some time during 1915 (the exact date is not koown to me) Sitarach Acharia -
cause again if necessary, bat here it'is hard to lose even one active brother as reoemd' a letter from a certain _Panl lltwelnng of Zurich. The writer intro-
we are very limited as it is, 80 1 keep my place and shall help asmuch asI can duoed himself by alluding to Bitaram’s corresp dence with a ¢ “friend
without causing any ‘guspicion DOW. As it is our losses have already been great. (probablyKrishnavarma) whose name he obviously. did mot wish te' mention.
Warn the brothers to take care of Mr. Ward of the Customs Department. 1 quote a few sentences whioh give the gist of the rest of the letter.
He has been yisiting the General t00 trequently of late and his conversations «Please let mo know if some commervial or industrial ‘concern-can
have looked -suspiciqus. He, it appears, intends- ‘5‘%'“1 his own coloured flourish prosperously in British East Africa........ Can you ocome and ses me
microbes to look out ﬂiene_ver the brothera meet or move a out. ; here at &u.l time? I wish to avail myself of your services in developing our
o othr Bl sl Ty 1o wock o and orpale ot thr - comminllations il st Aiin 1 Y08 have b, “eomneni
Providerice has -given us ‘sufficient monoy and aid to carry out our work and A rmanent coBgetions in East Afrios in Toiaren - P po!
aims for the cause allover.  Hocan bripg us nows and Pﬂ""" whenever he ] y ' S e ’
travels about to attend the Courkvase Bk W /% have nearly monaged- y Paul Kesselring was already known: to us as tho agent through whom
tq receive another signaller at Mombasa, anc e ! ent will be completed * -

/to talk over qur Virendra Nath Ghlttopd'bg.y', lead

er of the Indian National Party of Berlin,
attempted to correspond with his friends in England. 1t is therefore clear that
Paul Kestelring's letter was an invitation to Sitaram Acharia lor‘goin the Indian
National Party and work for Germany.

O er a Mombas in the Military sorvice:.. ¥ou must be ¢ 10. From time to time_sincg the outbfeak of the war Lo Bombsy Baturn = of
ently -and th oan find gourichunios to get the code words as a8 lioe have reported the arrival of parties of Indians from British East Afri Indians from
m‘ilm. ’Ta v‘p;ih‘i“ l!::e tried %‘!’V&M the Brothers in the Military B B rica from

Pro very dlosely watetied, and we ‘are nob txasbed

TR

ut we have no evidence that an these- men returned to India with thoAfrica since
intentiox of taking part in the gla‘i movement: Only in one ‘x;:mﬁs‘? Wy
an Indian returning from British Bast Afriea of his own free will been proved . -

t hold seditious views. One Devi Dial of Rawalpindi arrived at Bombay

B : have Written to Kesholall far his yigws." Keep notes -and news: Teady
.+ o ‘dnd oarefully for dhouu?jn soon a9 w_me*shoﬂly.- ) . B L




Deportation of
from Africa has deported about twenty Indians. The information which led the

British
Afrioa

6

Tritish Bast Africs on the 24th May 3915 and on the same day wrote the
following letter to Mien Lal Dey, Nairobi: ‘
“ My dear brother,
1 %im in veoeipt of your letter of the 16th April 1915.. 1 thaok you for
this kindness and in addition to this, for this paper of new light, not able to be

mentioned its. name. It is of course a paper of whioh thoughts should be
practised by evéry Bharatbaski (Indiau). When I have gone through it I feel

myself to be ushered into o new world, I am in these thioughts day and night.

« When God will show us the day of our liberty and freedom.” 1 have fixed
in my (mind) to ”Y;’“k always on this subject. Nay, I will sacrifice my life
on my dear Bharat (India), which is mercilessly ruled by tyrant shas
(monstors) who spend all their time in thinking to suck our bloed. I am
sorry our Sikh brethren, who is a rude and illiterate majority, won't besibjected
to the thought, but I will try my best to do it. ~You should not forget to
excite A “ico-Indian community, which I am assured you won't. Don't forget

for this is a golden time to succeed.

Yours sinoerely,
DEVI DIAL.”

The letter was interoepted iu British Bast Africa and sent to India and
Devi Dial was interned by the Punjab Government in August 1915.

11. Since the beginuing of the war, the Government of British ilust

Oolonial authorities to take this action would no doubt have thrown some light
on the subject of seditious conspiracy in British East Africa, but it hasnot
been communicated to the Government of India.

One of a batch of eleven Hindus, mostly belonging to Baroda and Kathia-
war, who were deported in December 1915, gave the following account of the
reasons for the deportation, though how far it is true I am unable to say. “On
August 1st 1915 he was found in the Arya Samaj meeting ball and arrested
with thirteen others by the Military authorities. He remained in custody till the
end of the year when he was deported to India with ten others. Hé says he
has heard that two members of the sgoiety Ganesh Das and Jograj have been
shot, one Kishen Singh, Bikh, banged, and Kesho Lal and Savle sentenced to
20 years and Lol Chand to 10 years rigorous imprisonment.”

(8d) J.W. NELSON,-
S1mra, Personal Assistant to t‘ :
The 4th May 1916. } Directar qf Créminal Infelligence.

)

7
APPENDIX L
WOTE BY A MILITARY OFFICER RECENTLY 1N BFITJBH EAST ATRICA.

In East Africa I found two separate and distinot factions of Indiaus.
There was the Borah and Kboja community who have settled out there for
some generations and have been born and bred in the country. Thége men are
mazkedly pro-German and as such were & danger.

The nther community consisted of the ecntractore, carpeniers, olerks,
ooolie labourers, ato., who have temporarily emigrated from Indie and havs 2o
intention of settling down in the conntry. A wery larga uaraber of these men
belong to the Ghadr”_imrty and kesp in cgmmurication with America and
Bwitzerland, and are rabidly anti-British.

Latterly there were signs of these two factions coming together and unit-
ing for . mischief. This itated very ‘severe action which bappily re-
sulted in their wings being clipped and they may be said at the present

moment to be thoroughly cowed.

There was'a hranch of the Arya Samaj Wb&sa which gave a great
co.

deal of trouble and which required drasf ent, but another bragnch of
the Samaj at Nairobi gave us considerable assist The Bikh Gurdwara at
Nairobi also gave us a lot of belp.

The emissaries who moved about the country were chiefly tii® telegraph
© This s Bit Ram of Gurduspar, Punjab, and not  C1€TXs and  other railway employés and
Bitsram Achscys. s in my opinion 8ita Ram® was tho brains

. e : and the moving spirit‘of the whole of the
anti-British movement in East Africa. - ]

_ - Bimla, 8th May 1916.

&




brotbegof Haroam Singh ; still
alive. Village Gakhal, district
Julluodur.

=
Father, Ghellabhai Bechar ; mo-
ther, Parvatibbai Ghell abbai.

T

Address, Baxi Street, Morvi,
district Kathiawar, India.

Tsmail Khoja by religion. Was
~bora. at Kairo-Baradio, a

vdl'zc in the State of Cutch
in the Bombay Presidency.

Having in his
from a publication” or. publications con-
taining seditioes article or articles likely
to promote disaffection.or bad feeling.

(1) Communicating with the enemy or
8 subject of the enemy. .

(2) Actively aiding or assisting £hp
enemy. - =

3rd Decembar 1915,

jon a compilation | 1 years rigorous imprison- P

ment.
26th July 1915,

Death by being shot.
23rd September 1915,

» 3 £
% -
. APPENDIX IL
8ince the compilation of this note, the following st of Indians convicted of seditious offenses in British East Afriea has been reveived.
Particulars of Indians convicted for Treason and Sediiion in Fast Africa. ;
. . |
Addross io Bast | ) Particulars s to family .
m-‘::&:h ; Qccapation. ! m"“; 2, Charge on wkish convicted. Sontonce sud date. n.u?nu
| )
Mombasa ... | Resident Magistrate’s | Pather, Rala Ram; mother, | Martial Law Regulations, Section 4 (2). | Imprisoamest with hard 4
Court, Clerk. Buqu Dai. Address ; care of Having in his possession publications | laboar for 14 years.
Pundit Rala Ram, Headmaster, containing seditions articles. 24th Deceruber 1916.
Primary Town Sebool, Sarhala i
gnfl, P. O. 'Slrhh Knhn,_ , |
g nd:.“ Hoghiarpur, Punjab,
Voi Fuel Contractor ... | Ganesh Das Bali, son of Rattari | Section 2 Martial Law Regulations dated | To suffer deats by being
" Das, brother of Ganpat Rai, 10th Decomber 1914. Assisting or | shot to death.
alive. ; Mshalla Sehgallon, ing the enemy. 26th Novembzr 1915,
Voi wee | Puel Contractor  ..7| Address, care of Gaopatrai Ditto * ditto. Ditto. »]
Bali, Mashalla Sehgallan,
7t Rawalpindi.
Kampels Trader ... .31{ Address, /Cotoh Dharb, P. O. | 1. Sending a letter destined for ome of | Two years rigomus impri- | Fina remitted.
(Ugands) \f Mundra.¥ Father, Kassum His Majesty’s Indian subjects | sonment and fice of
“ABomir, dead; uncle, Turk through the post containing matter | 1,000. =
ijn-oh Somir. slculated to promote disaffection and | 22nd May 19:5.
3 bad feeling against the Government
con to the Provisions of Section
. 4 (2) of the Martial Law. Regulations.
|2 Spreading false intelligence and alar-
wist reports, caloulsted to createalarm
and despondency, amongst H. M.’s
- Indian subjects contrary to the pro-
visions of BSection 14 of the Martial
Law Regulations.
Sl ’ =
e
Toavo :*  w | Fuel Contractor Bodfg Bakhshail, village | Marlial Law Regulations, British East | Fine Rs. 300 12 itted.
é SayadKasm, P O. Syad, Afriea, Section 12 (b). Wilfully mak- | mooths rigoi¥ im-| Fine Rs. 300
disirict Rawalpindi. ing a false accusation against a British | prisonment.
officer, knowipg such accusation to | 1lth October 1916,
be false.
- <ﬁ'
Pather Karsonji Jevan Bhat; | Having in his possession publications | Seven years rigorous ime v
ther, Panbhai, both dead. o-ntaining seditious articles, or articles | prisonment.
was near Savji Valji likely to promote disaffection or bad = 5th July 1915.
8t. Rajkot,. Kathiawar, feelings. b5
India. M
Lett for India on the expifa- Ditto ditto. 6 months rigorous im- | Sentence remitt
tion of sentence. No parti- pritonmen? to 3  months
w0 oulars to hand. Junagadh, 5th July 1915. rigogous © i
et Kathiswar. A prisonment.
; i :
Mombass Merchant +eo | Pather, Mahavrao ; dead, mother, Mlﬂ‘ld Law Regulaions 4 (2). Circus | To suffer death by being | Sentence temi.&ed'
Ramabhai. Address, Richey culating or bving ¥4 bis posression | hung by the negk until | fo 14 years rigor-
Road, near Bala Hanuman, sed:tions pablications. | he be dead. . ous  imprson-
Ahmedabad, India. ) | 4th December 1915. ment.
Voi Fuel Contractor Lalchand, son of Jawshir Ram, | Assisting or harbouring the enemy Death sentence by hanging | Sentence nﬂ‘éned
T e Zafindar, village Gandpur, 3rd December 1915, to10 years zigo
“distmet Hosbiarpur. rous’ imprison-
o ment.
Voi «.. | Fuel Contrastor ... | Bishen singh.-an Gulah 8ingh, |- Ditto ~  ditto ver | Death sentence by hanging

APV Y




... i
™ 23 N » 1 - \
~ in Eadt - .. Paskiculers 4 to famil,
Nams, A“Tb:“ | *  Occopstion. e = Charge on which convieted. Bentarce and date. 1 Remarks.
) Protestorate. 7 Tndian address. i
3 (S | S e
¥ o) t ;
Allidins Dhalla | Zanzibar ... | Merchant ¢ ... | Tthansshari Khoja by religion. | (1) Martial Law Regulatioas, Section 2, | Death sentence by bangity .,
" ;- Pather'’s name, Dhalla Moorji | Assisting the enemy by giving them | 6th November 196, ‘
22 S, Fakirmahomed. Bom at | information.
- Zdnnibar. Grandfather, Moorji| (2) Martial Law Regulations, Sectio I
- R Fakirmahomed, originally came | (2). Having in his possession a publica- |
; from Bhuj, the capital of the | tion likely to promote disaffection or |
—-a Native State of Cutch in the | bad feeling i
S ) Bombay Presidency. | = o o | )
..:| Chief Clerk High Father, Vajeram Yi!hwlnth; Martial Law Regulaticos ¢ (2). Circulat- | To suffer jeath by being Senb\m;e remitted
o1 mother, Parvatbsi Vajeram, | ing or huving » his possession seditious | hung by the neck until | to 14 years
both dead. publications. | be be dead figoroun . ime
. NE s { 4th December 1915. prisonments.
1 Address was_Vherai Cbaklo, |
& 43 Unmreth, B. B snd C. I. Rail-
way line, Kaira district, Bom-
- bay Presidency.
B |
2 4
. -
% 4
i e,
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