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ABSTRACT

The study aims at highlighting the factors influencing learning of Arabic language
among Borana speaking students in public Secondary Schools in Moyale sub-
County, Marsabit County.It examines the syntactic and phonetic difficulties of the
student of these schools. The data was collected from 50 respondents (40 students
and 10 teachers), selected randomly from four schools offering Arabic as an exam-
inable language. Questionnaires were used to collect quantitative data from the
teachers while oral and written exams were administered to the students to capture
qualitative data on their standard of language and common Arabic language errors.
This data was supported through literature review on the Arabic language and its
history compared to the Borana language. The data was analyzed used descriptive
analytical methods and categorization errors from the written exams.

The study observed that there were many challenges and difficulties facing the
Borana speaking students in Moyale secondary school in learning Arabic language.
These problems include those related to teaching, the curriculum and its design and
those related to students. There are also syntactic and phonetic difficulties facing the
students whereby 70% of the students face problems related to the grammatical
structure of Arabic words and sentences and are unable to construct well formed
sentences in Arabic.They also have challenges of replacing one sound with another
or shortening the long vowel or find it difficult to pronounce the pharyngeal and
uvular sounds.These problems constitute a gap that the researcher found worth in-
vestigating.

In the light of these results, the study concluded a set of recommendations including
reliance on classical Arabic in teaching and learning. Teachers and specialists should
work in employing modern technologies, especially smart phones in teaching Arabic
to non-native speakers. The study also recommend that linking of four language
skills during teaching helps greatly in instilling the rules of dictation, speaking, read-
ing and writing and giving students intensive language training in the classroom or
homework to practice grammar rules correctly and the government and the compe-
tent authority should provide material, moral and academic support and provide
books and educational aids to achieve more achievements, the teachers should focus
on teaching vowels and consonants, short and long vowels and other phonetic as-
pects recognized in phonology.

Keywords: Factors, Influence, Arabic language, borana language.
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