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Robert Mugabe,
Prime Minister of Zimbabwe
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Prime Minister Mugabe

decided to get rid of those *e believed were really superilu- 
ous and too personal to be entertained. We disbanded those, 
such as Bishop Muzorewa’s militia and the Selous Scouts,

■ and we got rid of mercenaries and the like. We remained 
with only three regular forces: the Zimbabwe African Na
tional Liberation Army (ZANLA)—the Zimbabwe African 
National Union (ZANU) military arm; the Zimbabwe Peo
ple’s Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA)—the Zimbabwe Afri
can People's Union 4;ZAPU) military arm; and the former 
Rhodesian forces. WeTiad to unite these—that was the most

AFRICA REPORT • September-October 198?

AFRICA REPORT: Mr. Prime Minister, it has been two 
years since Zimbabwe achievMl independence. What have 
been the most challenging pro»ms and the most rewarding 
aspects of your leadership?
MUGABE: When we took over, we had elements that, if 
allowed-to remain as they were, would not have made for 
peace^ We had to work as urgently as possible to harmonize 
those political and military elements, to create cir
cumstances that were promotive of peace. 1 am talking here 
of the three or more disparate forces that we inherited. We

4
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was to forge one society, forge a program of development, 
and any development would depend on the degree of our 
unity, the degree of our acceptance of one another, and the 
degree of our acceptance of the new political order. So 

^roughly, this is how we have gone about it. These are real 
challenges. We are happy that by and large we have suc
ceeded. We don't think that we have succeeded 100 per
cent. but 1 think we deserve a distinction.
AFRICA REPORT: What would you like to see as the es
sential elements of U.S. policy toward Zimbabwe? Are you 
seeking more development assistance. U.S. investment, aid . 
to the Southern African Development Coordination 
(SADCO? Are you pleased with the pace of disbursement 
of aid and its directibn. i.e.. the Commodity Import Pro
gram?
MUGABE: If aid comes to us in a basket of grants, that 
would be the most desirable form in which we would want 
to see it. We are happy and grateful that the United States 
has been one of our largest donors. After Britain, they come 
second in the size of grant aid or soft loans extended to 
Zimbabwe. Certainly we would want to see this kind of aid 
extM^g|||B|fl||||B||||||||||||nMWe to enable to 
throughtm^^^^^W^^WRPwe are facing the eco
nomic world recession abroad and the prices of our minerals 
are depressed. We are doing very badly in terms of our 
earning capacity abroad because of the world recession, not 
because our productivity is low. but because we are not re
warded for that productivity sufficiently. It is these cir
cumstances in which we believe that developed countries 
can’^Q^me to our aid.

T^iat is one area, but there is also the subject of trade. We 
would like to see the United States, for example, buy our 
sugar with less restriction and accord us a sugar quota. But 
to throw us in the basket of mini-producers of sugar when 
we actually arc a large producer militates against our ability 
to sell our sugar-. There are other areas in which we believe

challenging of all tlje situations we faced at the time of in
dependence. To en^le us to do this with greater facility and 
to ensure greater confidence on the part of the population 
and among the elements that were to be integrated, espe
cially the former Rhodesian forces, we asked the British to 
undertake the exercise of helping us to integrate the armies. 
They sent us 200 instructors who did a marvelous piece of 
work, standing neutral between themselves and any of the • 
three forces. We tJ*ve now emerged with a single army. The 
physical integration did not necessarily mean integration, 
however. We had to unejertake a process of transformation. 
There; is continuing instruction to ensure that the army is 
opolitical and not associated with political parties. It is nec
essary that every soldier should have loyalty to the state and 
to the government that has been elected. One cannot pretend 
that the process has been accomplished, but quite a great 
number of cadres have accepted the new outlook. On the 
surface, you hear about the actions of a few dissidents, even 
among ZIPRA. but the 16.000 former ZIPRA individuals 
have ;by and large complied. There were a few elements 
who Wanted to disturb the harmony that we have created, 
but the fact that we did not end up with violent conflict 
speaks for the success of the exercise. This was the most 
challenging of all.

Of course, we had other challenges in the socioeconomic 
sectors. We had to resettle the people who had been dis
placed by the war. some of whom had been refugees ab
road. We have succeeded in that task. In fact, during the 
first year, we managed to get the peasants to produce . 
bumper harvests in maize and cotton. Unfortunately, this/ 
past year, when they worked even harder than they did in ^ 
1980. the good God did not reward us with good rains and 
so there is going to be a lower harvest. But still we will have 
enough food for ourselves. There arc areas that ha\'e been 
hit \ery hard by the drought, but we will move food from 
the areas that have surpluses. In fact.^^ll marketed food is 
purchased by the state through the existing parastatal 
brrdies. such as the Grain Marketing Board and the Cotton 
Marketing Board, under the agricultural marketing author
ity. We inherited these—we didn't create them ourselves. 
Then we distribute food to the areas that have been affected 
by the drought. This has already started occurring.

There has also been the political thrust to try and unite 
Zimbabweans in spirit, one might say. and make them ac
cept one another. That also was a great challenge. Whatever 
we did by way of integrating the army also had to be done 
among the people, integrating them in spirit and getting 
them to accept that they are now one society, whatever po
litical affiliations they owe. whatever ethnic groups they 
belong to. wliotever religion they believe in. aqd whatever 
regioa they come from. This has been one of our major 
tasks. So we have been preaching from the mountain a ser
mon on national reconciliation. I think it has worked, but 
ve had to demonstrate in practice that we meant it. and we 

went about it by establishing a government pf national 
unity, by inviting ZAPU to join in government and also ap
pointing two or so whites in government so as to make the 
population see that we no longer were living in the past. We 
no longer were at war with each other. What we needed now

“We would like to eee the U.S. buy our euger
with leee restriction"
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f
Parliament. Everybody has to vote and vote “yes." If that 
is not a sufficient guarantee, then 1 don’t understand what 

■ our friends would want as a guarantee.
ourselves would not want to be dragged into a 

govemment-to-govemment relationship 
which the nationals who seek to invest belong. Why should 
that relationship bi created at all? We would want to create 
new relationships on a bilateral basis with countries where 
we have state-to-state programs. But where we have indi
viduals seeking to invest in our country, whether these indi
viduals come as individuals or as partnerships or corpora
tions, this'relationship,is one between individuals and the 

Agreed, the state of which they are citizens would 
want to see them,protected. But we would ask that state to 
look at our law and see whether the protection we offer is 
not adequate. We want to offer protection to all of them, the 
tsisting ones and the new ones. It is in these circumstances 
that we would want new investment to come. We want in
vestment here and we hope that investment will be forth- 
comiB^ from the U.S. private sector.

We are happy that a nun^r of countries have presented 
us wjt^ commodity aid programs ,and we are happy that 
othe^ have not tied us down to importing the commodihes 
from their countries on given terms. Some are more flexible 
than others. One does tend to get a degree of inflexibility in 
commodity aid programs and we have been requesting vari
ous.'countries to modify such aid. A country may tie us 
down to importing its commodities and the items catego
rized under the program may include machinery. We need 
tractors in the country, but we must look at the kinds of

means

trade can be enhanced. We are aware that the U.S. is one of 
:hrome. With Union Carbide, anour largest buyers of fe 

American multinational^ing the main producer of chrome 
here, it is only natural t|at the United States should be one 
of our biggest buyers oflhis product. This is an area where 
we believe we can contjlpue to expand our association.

vhere we expect investment from ^ 
stment were to come into these 
our development programs, in^ 

improve production, leading to if

Also, we
with countries to

There are other areas 
U.S. compaiiies. If in' 
areas, it would enhani
crease employment, an 
greater gross domestic ploduct. The U.S. has pressed us W 
sign an Overseas Privai; Investment Corporation (OPl^ 
agreement. As there hatjl i never been any OPIC agreemeWs 

i I we sign an OPIC agreement cffv- 
would be favoring new companies

state.
in this country beforei 
ering new companies, 
over established ones, |inless we are going to extend the 
same protection cover to the existing ones. We believe that 
those that are already operating in the country have actually 

■ done much more than tip potential of a new company, how- 
bright. in terms Of enhancing the economy and of 

leading to greater employment. But the multinational com
panies in existence—rUnion Carbide, Anglo American 
Corp., Rio Tinto, and Lonrho, which operates oiv pipe
line—arc companies with large assets in the country. We 
haven’t expropriated those assets and we don’t intend to ex
propriate them. If under any circumstances the sta/te would 

acquire the properties, we would go about it in a 
very calculated way by consultation. In aify case, we be
lieve it is better to participate in these multinationals than to

ever

want to

tractors we already have because importing tractors 
creating a need to import spare parts. You must have the 
technology to repair them. If our existing facilities here, the ^ 
workshops ^ have, do not cater for this type of tractor, it , .'r 
muans that we are being tied down to a type of commodity 
that would be a handicap to us or a disadvantage in the long 

Initially, when the tractor is new. it may have its ad- 
’vantage, but sooner or later we' will have to cope with 
breakdowns and the need to repair it, and so we would need 
flexibility. If the United States says we-can import tractors 
under the agreement, we would want it to agree that we can 
import the kind of tractor that we already have in the coun
try. It may be a type of tractor made in the U.S.; it could 
very Well be one made in Canada or Italy. We would want 

, to see some degree of flexibility in that case.
AFRICA REPORT: Your .government has been actively 
seeking foreign private investment as well as encouraging 
local iffivS'te sector cooperation. Yet,at the same time, you 
have said that eventually you expect to socialize'the entire 
socioeconomic system. What are the short- and long-term 
policies with regard to the foreign and domestic private 
sectors?
MUGABE: This is why we say private investment must

into.those are® or sectors where we believe we have-

term.

A resettlement cooperative: “You resettle people so they 
cen develop the land”

nationalize'them oufright. Nationalization is therefore not 
on our cards. If we have these multinationals that have con
tributed to the development of the country, surely new mul
tinationals that seek to invest in the country must accept the 
same circumstances in which their counterparts are operat- 

■ ing—the guiding rules that operate. The law that protects 
them ft one of the most rigid laws in the world—i 
tution of Zimbabwe—which can only be amended by a' 100 

^ percent vote in Parliament. One hundred percent means 
everyone must vote even when some members may be dead. 
If they can’t vote, one. must wait until they are replaced in

come
n’t got the technology for now and where we don’t intend 
to operate for the foreseeable future, in terms of our socialist 
programs. There are areas where we believe we cannot 
apply socialism in the immediate future or in the medium 

SQ.it is in those areas that we believe we can entertain

the consti-,

term.
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MUGABE: I suppose it will come from the people. We 
will go to a referendum on this one, preferably after our first 
term of office as a government, inviting the people to cast a 
vote on it. If they vote for it, then that’s it. If they vote 
against it, we will accept their verdict. In fact, we are not in 
a hurry. With or without a one-party state, we have a clear 
majority. But we believe that the unity of our people is fun
damental. You asked me in the first question about the 
greatest challenge. The need for the unity of our people, as 1

capitalism, as it were. In the majority of cases in those 
areas, we would want that private enterprise to join hands 
with the state, so that the state is represented in the particu
lar enterprise and there is a joint venture between us. Hence, 
private enterprise in crucial areas is more acceptable when it 
is on a joint venture basis than on its own.

There are other areas such as the small enterprise in 
commerce—we don’t bother about having little shops—but 

does not expect that investment from the U.S. will 
come in the form of establishing little shops in competition 
with our own. It would kill our own shops. That type*of 
shop should be on a limited scale because our own nationals 
would feel greatly threatened by large-scale commercial 
enterprises'introducing themselves here. It is more in man
ufacturing, mining, and infrastructure that we need invest
ment. Some of the investments can come by technology ren
dered to us. Suppose we want to establish a hydroelectric 
project. A company in the U.S. offers assistance in this di
rection and after bidding in competition with others, it be
comes the preferred firm. That firm would come on a basis 
that would benefit the economy here. But there is also direct 
investment, where a firm creates itself here, perhaps as a 
mining or manufacturing group. Those two areas are very 
open. We haven’t exhausted our mineral resources yet al
though quite a lot has been shipped abroad by the U.S.’s 
Union Carbide, Anglo American, and so forth. We still 
have lots of resources that need to be exploited an4 pros
pecting is going on all the time by various companies.' R" is 
an area where we are not ourselves equipped to undertake 

• - the processes. There are others. We have many projects but 
limited capacity to undertake tasks such as road building 
and railway construction. We will have to depend on out
side firms to accomplish any sophisticated piece of work.

Then you have irrigation. That’s very vital: we are going 
to emphasize this over the next three years or so. We are 
talking now of a three-year development plan and one of the 
features of this plan is the emphasis on the water infrastruc
ture. 1 don’t think we use 30 percent of our water in the riv
ers, hardly that. The rest just Hows into the Indian. Ocean 
and Mozambique doe.sn’t use it either. They have th^mb^M n.^*' 
lem of floods from water that comes surging dowl^|aH^|Ppif|e 
from our side. If we can create lots of dams throughoo^^^^ M 
country, and also use subterranean water, getting it up to the 
surface, this would improve,oor-agricultural performance 
and we would have two harvests instead of one. There 
would be more food"for the people and there would be more 
food for Africa and other,starving countries. So that is an 
area where we need real technology and the United States 
can provide it. Europe has participated in our railway elec- 

" trification program. We are now at stage two of our Wankie 
thermal power plant, and firms in Britain, West Germany, 
and other European countries are participating in that ven
ture. We can also have U.S. participation in these ventures.
There are vast areas that call for investment by the United 
States.

. ' AFRICA REPORT: It is apparent that you envision a
one-party state for Zimbabwe. How do you forsee it coming 
about, as it does not seem likely to result from a willing 
merger of ZANU and ZAPU?

one

“We need to accelerate the pace of reaettlement"

told you, was one of the biggest issues. We have demon
strated that we are for unity, we are for one society. We are 
one'eountry, not two, and so we must have one society, 
whatever the divergent political, religious, or other view- 

ints. The divergence should not be of such a degree as to 
vent our people from regarding themselves as one.

society organized and contained 
under this one^PHTumbrella, we can be more effective 
than we have been nunerto. It’s a political, a philosophical 
concept and idea that we cherish very strongly indeed. We 
value it not because there is any desire on my part or on 
anyone else’s part to be a dictator, but because we genuinely 
believe this is the best way of going about it. It also stems 
from our tradition that we had only one society in any par
ticular geographical aiea, coming under a single chief. 
Under the political leadership that was offered, although it 
might have been traditioiTal or feudal in some cases, our 
people were given the opportunity in their various areas to 
assemble, to express their views on fundamental issues be
fore decisions were implemented.

In our particular case, what we have in mind is that all 
parties would fall under one umbrella. There would be only 
one party, but various viewpoints can be entertained—the 
rightists, the leftists, the center people. They can express

m
We believ
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when you look at the size of the problem and the-population 
that you want to finally resettle, in the region of 350,000 
families. We have planned to resettle 162,000 families over 
the next three years. That may not sound rapid enough, but 
actually it is a very rapid program. When it started, it wasn’t 
vigorous enough for obvious reasons. We had to plan it and 
planning meant taking into account the various inputs that 
should go into it, the various ministerial sectors affected by 
any resettlement program. You don’t resettle people purely 
to provide them with a home or a piece of land. You resettle 
them so they can develop in the new environment and de
velop the land. Hence, you have to carve out the areas 
first—a geographical exercise—but one which must also 
entail water resources, and the Ministry of Water Resources 
and Development must come into it. Then as you resettle 
them, you must ensure that there are areas that have been 
marked out for building schools, hospitals, and clinics, and 
the establishment of growth points, where they will have 
their little shops. And this exercise has to be done therefore 
on a
Roads involved in it. and the Ministry of Agriculture for the 
agricultural inputs. So it is that combination of inputs that 
has tended to delay the exercise.

1 think we need to accelerate it, although we have accel
erated the pace and it is faster now than it used to be. We 

uffered from a shortage of staff sufficiently tutored in 
_____Tcise of land redistribution. But we are now in a bet
ter position to accelerate it and I am told it is going on much 
faster. It should go twice as fast as it is going at the moment.
We will see what we can do to accelerate Jthe pace, espcr 
daily now that the people have just harveswil their crops 
and they are looking forward to planting a new crop. We , 
must get them in position as quickly as possible. It is al
ready late because if they are to remove the trees and pre
pare the soil, it will be some time before they are really 
ready. They don’t have the necessary equipment with which 
to carry out the exercise because we are still short of thii^^,^ 
like graders and tractors. We are gettinjg 
stages, but we are still very short. “s,

The "willing seller-willing buyer" basis is the .system 
_we have adopted under the constitution. We don’t seize , 

land, we acquire it. If we reach a point where ,we have no 
funds from Britain and Britain is unwilling to extend further 
amounts for this exercise, then we will-say, "No, the prin
ciple is no longer operative." But as long as we have lunds \ 
for the exercise. I don’t see any reason why we shouldn’t 
continue along that pattern. 1 can see, however, our coffers 
running dry and our having to adopt some other method, 
perhaps creating bonds and getting government to acquire 
land on credit with a promise to pay in the future.
AFRICA REPORT: In the southern African regional 
context, you recently signed an agreement to Join the prel- 
erential trade area for easteiei and southefn Africa, and Zim
babwe is also a member of SADCC. You are still required... 
to rely heavily on trade routes through South Africa, which 
is supporting destabilization activities against Zimbakive 

■ and Mozambique through the Mozambique National Resis
tance. What is the basis of your regional policy and how 
will you lessen dependence on South Africa?

, ! their views, but at the end of the day, the view of the major
ity becomes the view of the party and the view of the state. I 
don’t see why that should be said to spell doom for our 
democracy. In fact, it enhances democracy in my view. Op
position for the sake of opposition is really a time waster 
and a negation of democracy in my opinion. You have a 

' party opposing for the sake of opposition in Parliament. A 
person must stand up to criticize because a member on the 

I government side has spoken, and if the opposition makes a 
I statement, a member of the government side must counter

I it. We are not saying, of course, that there should not be any
opposition in government. People should be allowed to 
stand as independents if they want to and not just stand as 
candidates for the one party. Tanzania does that, and in 
some cases, you get candidates sponsored by the party being 
defeated. That’s what it should be. But then Tanzania being 
one society with one party presents just that concept ofone- 
ness and that’s all we reaUy want.
AFRICA REPORT: ^n the subject of land resettlement, 

j can you assess the pro^ss of the program thus far and cite 
its major constraints? Some critics maintain that the pro
gram is not being carried out rapidly or drastically enough to 

t suit the needs of the people and that perhaps the policy of 
“willing seller-willing buyer” of land should be aban
doned.

i

multilateral basis. You must have the-Ministry ol

■j
A

2

'Jt?.
“In 1981 the peasants produced bumper harvests 
in maize and cotton”

MUGABE: Yes, there have been problems. The first 
problem is really a financial one. Fortunately for us, we stilj 
have funds that have been donated by Britain that haven’t 
been exhausted, some $60 million, but that’s no money- ■
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is a fundamental principle that we feel has been vitiated in 
this constitution—that the majority of the people can be held 
ransom by a small population.
AFRICA REPORT: Zimbabwe has been the victim of 
somewhat of a bad press in the United States. Is there any
thing you would like to say to clarify the image?

MUGABE: The fact that we are now a member of these 
two organizations—the regional one, SADCC: and the east, 
central, and southern African one, the Preferential Trade 
Area agreement—speaks of our desire to cooperate with our 
neighbors and with the test of Africa in creating a situation 

• of economic interdependence. We believe that there are re
sources at our disposal which, if developed jointly, can lead 
to a greater volume of products being yielded and therefore 
offering us greater prospects of earning foreign currency, let 
alone greater prospects of creating employment in our re
gion. We believe that if we can therefore examine those 
areas where we can be interdependent and facilitate cooper
ation among ourselves, it will reduce; our dependence not 
just on South Africa, but on other countries as well. This is 
what we are working vigorously to achieve.

In terms of our relations with Soutlj Africa, yes, we have- 
inherited a situation of, 1 don’t want jto call it dependence, 
although we have said so, but South Africa also depends on 
us because we are its largest market in Africa. And so they 
cannot easily get rid of us. Yes. we know they have a larger 
market outside Africa.than we have^ but within Africa, we 
are their iargest market and so are they our largest market in 
Africa. This is a situation we have Inherited. We have ac
cepted it, but continue to look for cither markets. Until we 
have created other markets, and We can do this through 
SADCC anJ through 4he new PTA; agreement, the reality 
that confronts us demands that we«continue to trade with 
South Africa and we have admittedjthis phenomenon quite 
openly. We have done our best to reduce our dependence on 
South Africa with respect to transportation. Whereas in 
April 1980 not a single train moved to Mozambique and 100 
percent of our exports and imports vent through South Af- 

25 percent of our ^oods either way travel 
through the ptirts of Mozambique and we are increasing this 
volume. It's nothing unusual.'it's pot anything new. We 
want to get back to the situation in Which this country was 
before the 1976 sanctions by Mozaitibique. The Rhodesian 
government was exporting and importing 85 percent of its 
goods through Mozambique and we<want to get back to that 
position. We are still a long way off. but we are getting 
there in gradual stages. Mozambic^ie is also enlarging its 
harbors. The port of Beira is being dredged, so we hope that 
bigger ships will call there and a growing volume of our ex
ports will comtf'th'rough Mozambi(|ue. ''
AFRICA REPORT: The Lancaslier House agreement set 
some very rigid constraints on the policies that you can 
carry out. What provisions of thei accord have you found 
most difficult?
MUGABE: I think it is the rigidity regarding constitutional 
amendments. We think the British were just unfair on tfiis 
one. very unfair to insist that' certain clauses can be 
amended only by 100 percent votfe. That is really saying that 
the whites, with their entrenched parliamentary seats, can 
hold the rest of the population at ransom and that we must 
submit to the will of the whjtes. It is a racist provision in the 
constitution and we cannot have that lasting for all time. .. 
True, we will struggle through during the first live years, 
but during the second term of office, it just has to go and the 
will of the people must be reflected in the constitution. This

y;.'..
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A dried-up river bed in drought-stricken Matabeleland: 
Food will be moved to the affected arees

MUGABE: I want to appeal tp fairness. There is no civil 
\wir taking place here. Yes, we have had our share of dissi- 
denfig but who hasnigot dissidents, who hasn't situations 
of violew conflict as a state that emerged from a cir
cumstance of violence wh’eri *e fought a very bitter strug
gle? It should be understood that the process of attaining 
peace is a long one and that as you proceed to achieve peace 
and calm and create unity among the people, there will be 
discordant notes to that harmony. We would want jour
nalists to report us correctly, to be as objective as possible, 
to know their facts before they publish them. People just 
publish what they think the situation is. In most cases, it is 
what they want the situation to be^an unstable one. Those 
are not our well-wishers, but we know we have well- 
wishers in the United States who do not believe in this kind 
of propaganda.

■I ‘«r*

□
/ 9AFRICA REPORT • Septem^r-October 1982 

/



-^1
POINT OF VIEWs

»
S-, . •

fyf^ 4-

Africa, the United States; 

and South Africa
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petuating apartheid inside South Af- 
ricg.Jt.is happening ta^y. Botha isthe — 
prime minister of the country. Today 
South Africa has extended its aggres
sion beyond its borders. It has extended 
its aggression into Angola and has actu
ally occupied Angolan territory. In 
spite of the UN Security Council’s res
olution, South Africa has refused to 
withdraw those troops from Angola. 
Today South Africa is mobilizing its 
forces on the borders of Mozambique 
and no one should be surprised if South 
Africa attacks Mozambique any day, 
any time. Today South Africa’is 
sabotaging the economy of Zimbabwe.
So in spite of all those “reforms” that 
we have been hearing of, the aggression 
has obviously increased. One would 
have thought the degree of the aggres
sion would be matched ^ the reforms. 
That would have been more realistic.
But unfortunately it is not so. These 
reforms are aimed at trying to get inter
national credibility for South Africa.
The international community,,has con
demned South Africa for this obnoxi
ous policy of racial discrimination. 
That is the main reason why today they 
are trying to give the impression that 
they are participating in nonracial 
sports. What happens to those black 
sportsmen? Yes, they play with the 
whites, but what happens afterward?

hat is apartheid? To me 'it is 
nothing .but Nazism, the 

superiority of race,, institutionalized, 
perfected, and adopted as the official 
policy of the government of South Af
rica. Before the Boers came to power in 
1948 there was very little of it en
trenched in the law. Of course it was 
there, but when they came to power 
they emphasized and vigorously pur
sued the policy. Apartheid is a com
prehensive system of racial discrimina
tion against the people. As an all- 
embracing policy, it would be ex
tremely difficult to amend or reform it. 
It has to be totally eradicated. That is 
why wfien people talk about reform and 
certain amendments we take such 
statements with a pinch of salt. We be
lieve these reforms are cosmetic, su
perficial, and merely aimed at making

w

/ -
V .

Alhaji Yusuff Maitama-Sule: “In spite 
of so-called reforms, there has been 
an escalation of aggression by the 
Pretoria regime"

apartheid more secure and at getting a 
firmer grip on the African population. 
That is apartheid. We have been told 
that there have been reforms in South 
Africa recently that constitute a sign of 
good omen. 1 am very sorry to say that 1 
hold a contrary view, because in spite 
of all these so-called reforms there has 
been an escalation of aggression by the 
Pretoria regime", not only inside South 
Africa but also outside.

Some years ago when P.W. Botha 
was the defense minister, he made a 
statement in which he suggested that 
South Africa attack its neighboring 
states in order to divert world attention. 
Pretoria could then concentrate on per-

Ambassador Maitama-Sule is the perma- 
j nent representative of Nigeria to the United 

Nations and chairman of the Special United 
Nations Committee Against Apartheid. 
This article,is based on an address deli
vered to the Conference on African Devel
opment and Policy Issues organized by the 
African-American Institute in Los Angeles, 
California. June 10-13, 1982.
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are less than 20 percent of the popula
tion.

Can they live in the same areas? Do 
they have the same rights? The whole 
idea of Pretoria’s sports policy is to 
seek credibility for South Africa from 
the international community becadse it 
has been isolated.

South Africa is increasing its military 
strength daily. Today South Africa pos
sesses nuclear capability with which it 
blackmails not only Africa, but also the 
international community. Today South 
Africa has nuclear agreements with Is
rael. They have collaborated with Israel 
in order to achieve that nuclear capabil- ' 
ity with which to blackmail the African 
and iniemational communities. Today 

^ South-Africa’s military strength is 
much greater than the combined forces 
of all other African'nations.^One may 
ask, why has South Africa equipped it
self to such an extent? Why are Pre
toria’s backers aiding and abetting 
South Africa to be so militarily power
ful? There is no threat from any African 
country against South Africa.. Even if 
any African state wanted to attack 
South Africa, it could not because it 
hasn’t the militar^ strength. As I have 
said, the total strength of all the African 
countries combined cannot match the » 
mili^i'y might of South Africa. South 
Africa is being equipped, or is equip
ping itself, with the assistance of mili
tary hardware operators in order to sub
due the Africans inside South Africa 
and in order to destabilize the indepen
dent southern African countries. The 
situation in South Africa has never been 
worse. Even the trade unions are now 
being trampled upon. It is true that at 
one time Pretor^ gave the black people 
freedom to form trajde union 
cently the regime has been 
down on all the trade union le 
trade unionists. A white trade unionist. 
Dr. Neil Aggett, was not only detained 
but actually tortured to death because ofy' 
his opposition to apartheid. V

Much has been said in the Western 
media about recent reforms that have 
been proposed by Pretoria concerning 
the Coloureds and the Indians. These 
are people who all these,years have 
been cooperating with the black popu
lation in South Africa. The idea behind 
introducing this reform is to d^'ide 
them. The reforms are being introduced 
to give the Coloureds and Indians a 
small percentage of representation in

Parliament, while totally excluding the 
black people ^ho form 70 percent of 
the population. If the South African re
gime was serious and sincere it should 
first of all consider the majority of the 
people and their plight. Divide and rule 
is also an element of bantustanization. 
This is the policy whereby the Pretoria 
regime seeks to allocate only 13 percent 
of the land mass to Africans who form 
70 or 80 percent of the population. The 
whites seek to retain the remaining per
centage for themselves although thfy

Is it fair in a country to allocate only 
13 percent of the total land mass — and 
that, the most infertile part — to 80 per
cent of the population, while 20 percent 
retain the 80 percent for themselves’’ 
Would anybody call that a reform? In 
this bantustanization, moreover, the 
people are merely being deprived of 
their South African citizenship. We say 
that there should be a South Africa in 
which all would be Africans and there
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only the Western Ountries that would 
want to do business with them. We be
lieve the United States can impose
sanctions because it has done so in other
cases. The United States has a very im
portant role to play. Americans believe 
in democracy. They are the champions 
of the democratic process who won 
their own freedom. Why will they not 
help others to win their freedom? 
Americans adhere to religions that 
profess the equality of human beings, 
religions that do Hot teach racial dis
crimination. 1 have not seen any reli
gion of God that teaches racial dis
crimination. The founding fathers of 
the United States left their respective 
homes in order to exercise their free
dom of worship. Is South Africa greater 
than the United States? Why should 
South Afnca not practice the same 
thing? The United States is an eco
nomic power, the leading economic 
power in the West, if not in the world. 1 
believe that American pressure on 
South Africh will certainly make all the 
difference. It is not constructive en
gagement, but the application of sanc
tions, only for a short period of time, 
that will force the stubborn people in 
South Africa to change their policy. 
Nothing else will make them change.

Let me take this opportunity to say 
this. Traditionally all liberation move
ments tend to be radical and revolution
ary. But when they achieve their objec
tive, when they get their freedom, they 

realistic and as reasonable as

sym^thetic administration come into 
power, than they went back on their 
word. That is why we think that we 
must look at this realistically. What is 
that realistic point of view? It is disen
gagement. There are two ways of end
ing apartheid in South Africa. Either 
take up armed struggle against South 
Africa and therefore shed blood, or use 

nonviolent means of ending the apart
heid system. Nonviolent means involve 
the application of sanctions. We are not 
asking for sanctions because we want to 
punish South Africa rtr because we 
want revenge. The idea is to isolate 
Pretoria to force South Africa to face 
and accept realities, to change its policy 
in its own interest, in the interest of all 
concerned, in the interest of humanity^ 
We are asking people to boycott goods 
from South Africa, to disengage from 
South Africa. We have been told that 
one reason why certain countries do not 
want to, apply sanctions against "South 
Africa is that the Africans will suffer. 
We say that the whites will suffer, be
cause they afe the owners of the various 
industries. They are the people who are 
exploiting the cheap labor of the blacks 
to enrich themselves more and more.

At any rate, it is not our concern. We 
do not want to punish anyone. Indeed, - 
some Frontline states might even suffer 
as a result of the sanctions. What we are 
proposing rests upon an important prin- 
ciplei one which people in the United 
States cherish very dearly, the principle 
of fair play, the principle of Justice, the 
principle of human dignity. The blacks 
and the Frontline states are prepared to 

. make the sacrifice and they have been 
making that sacrifice.-We are told 
sanctions cannot be applied, that sanc
tions are a negative way of doing it, that 
sanctions will not solve the problem. 
But we know that sanctions can be 

. applied, we now know that sanctions 
have been applied and are still being 
applied. If the greatest trading partners 
of South Africa, namely Great Britain 

' and the United States, were to apply 
sanctions, I am sure that South Africa 
would change. Because of the minerals 
they have, the trade they^dd with the 
West, Pretoria could not, in the event of 
Western sanctions, switch ’ to doing 
business with the Eastern or communist 
countries. The communist countries 
would not want to buy from them. It is

would be no racism. The Pretoria re
gime seeks to concentrate the Africans 
in these bantustans and accord them 
so-called independence.

Why is South Africa doing this? One 
is this false notion of racialreason

superiority. They bfelieve that they have 
been destined to lord it over the Afri-

a
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South African troops in training: 
South Africa is incraasing its miiitary 
strength daily

cans. Indeed, to that end they have even 
reformed the Dutch Reformed Church 
(DRC) teachings! When 1 was.in the 
Netherlands recently 1 had some meet
ings with DRC leaders who told me that 
the doctrines of the DRC in South Af- 

' rica are certainly different from its 
teachings in the Netherlands, the home 
of the Boers.

Where do we go from here? What 
will be the solution to the problem? Is it. 
to be via so-called constructive en
gagement? Or is it disengagement? One 
has to look back into the historic and 
cultural background of the Boers them
selves. Everyone knows they are stub
born people. So stubborn, that they 
have even changed the teachings of 
God to suit themselves, in order to per
petuate their domination over black 
people! Therefore they do not under
stand the language of cooperation, the 
language of constructive engagement.

During the Carter administration, 
when the newspapers were speculating 
that the United States might consider 
applying sanctions against South Af
rica, Pretoria accepted UN Security 

■ Council Resolution 435. People had 
started speaking in the language they 
understand. But no sooner had a more

are as
anyone, 1 reject this practice of refer
ring to the liberation movements as 
communist inspired because, in any 
event, some of these-liberation move
ments, particularly the African Na
tional Congress in South Africa, were 
bom before the Russian Revolution. 
These liberation movements sought as-"^ 
sistance from all quarters. Because of 
its economic interests and investments, 
the West refused to give them that as
sistance and they turned to the other 
side. This is like a drowning man who 
stretched out his hand to get a rope to 
hold in order to be saved. You are 
holding the rope that would enable him 
to save himself from being drowned 
and you refused to hand over the tope. . 
If someone held out a naked sword, 
naturally the drowning man who had 
lost his senses would hold on to that

\ .
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understand the justness of our struggle 
and will bring pressure to bear, influ
encing Great Britain and the United 
States to face and accept the realities 
and impose sanctions. The only alter
native to sanctions is bloodshed, which 
we do not want.

What people here in the United 
States do not seem to realize is that 
there is a tremendous amount of good
will toward the United States in Africa. 
Unfortunately, this has not been taken 
advantage of. People should also 
realize that while they have the invest
ments and economic interests in South

friends to identify themselves with us. 
The one way that they can do it is to 
have the courage to apply sanctions and 
isolate South Africa.

If there is a free and democratic gov
ernment in South Africa, there will be a . 
free flow of investment in that country f 
and even the whites in South Africa will 
be free to go to every part of Africa and 
the world to invest. Would any African 
country prevent South Africa, with a 
free and democratically elected gov
ernment, from being a member of the 
Organization of African Unity or from 
going to any part of Africa? Certainly

naked sword, hoping it would save
him. It would save him and he might cut_
his hands but he would rather be saved 
and have his hands cut, than to drown.

History has shown us that after inde
pendence these countries^ mainly 
concerned with the development of 
their own countries and with the raising 
of the standards of living of our people. 
We in Africa, socialist, capitalist, 
monarchist, totalitarian, and so forth, 
are merely concerned with the devel
opment of our own countries. Let the 
superpowers not bring their Cold War 
issues into the question of southern Af
rica. Angola was forced to seek military 
help from Cuba because of the aggres
sion it has faced from South Africa. 
Although the United States does not 
take kindly to the presence of Cuban 
troops in Angola, there are American 
investments and American companies 
there. Only a few months ago the chief 
executive of the Gulf Oil Company ap
peared before the U.S. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee end appealed to 
the U.S. government to consider estab
lishing diplomatic relations with An
gola. He has seen the realities. May 1 
therefore appeal to you that you judge 
the issues in South Africa and southern 
Africa in general, not in terms of ideol
ogy but in terms of reality.' This- year 
has been declared by the United Na- 
tiops^-as the International Year of 
Mobilization for Sanctions Against 
South Africa. During this year I have 
visited about 18 countries thus far and 1 
have been encouraged by what 1 have 
found in most of the countries, except, 
unfortunately, the two countries from 
which we expect the most — Ih* United 
States and Great Britain. These are the 
two countries that we have found diffi
culty in convincing. But I believe that 
we will overcome. From my personal 
view, 1 do not think that apartheid will 
end logically, it may end ritualistically. 
Changes are taking place. 1 was in 
France and "the new administration 
there is sympathetically disposed to
ward us. There is a change in Greece, a 
change of government. Spain is now 
favorably disposed toward us. Italy, 
even West Germany, are coming 
closer. What we are hoping is that 
world opinion will be mobilized, par
ticularly in Europe, so that the various 
goVerrvnepts in Europe will come to

Soweto residents going to work: South Africa's reforms exclude the black
70 percent of the populetion

not. Our aim is to have South Africa a 
democratically free and nonratiial 
country. This is the view of the libera
tion movement and of all the African 
governments. Apartheid is an evil. It 
cannot be amended, it cannot be re
formed. It has to be totally abolished, 
totally eradicated, totally wiped out. 
Otherwise there is a danger that South 
African aggression will escalate and 
bring about world conflict. 1 say this 
because superpowers are not concerned 
with racial issues. They discuss disar
mament, nuclear limitations, devel
opmental matters. But over little issues, 
there is no talk. The history of World 
War 1 and World War II shows that they 
were not started out of major crises. 
Sanctions are the only nonviolent 
means of ending apartheid. The world 
can never be governed by force, never 
by fear, never by power. In the end 
what governs is the spirit and what con
quers is the mind.

Africa, there are similar interests in the 
rest of Africa. Trade between the West 
and the rest of Africa is 10 times as 
much as the trade with South Africa and 
the West. 1 will give specific examples. 
Outside of the European Economic 
Community, Nigeria is the greatest 
trading partner of Great Britain. Trade 
between Nigeria and Great Britain is 
certainly greater than trade between 
Great Britain and South Africa. Nigeria 
is the second-largest supplier of oil to 
the United States. The time will soon 
come when African countries will start 
asking themselves — is it hot time to 
choose? We hate to do that. We cherish 
our relationship with the West and with 
the other parts of the world. We know 
how useful it is for us to cooperate with 
the West. But as far as this question of 
racism is concerned, all of Africa, ir
respective-of ideology, is irrevocably 
and totally committed to the total elimi
nation of apartheid. We expect our □
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TANZANIA/MOZAMBIQUE
■i--

Two Roads to Socialism
►t-

BY JOHN DlMSDALE
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% are to be rewarded with a variety of fi
nancial bonuses. Up to 309r can now be 
added to the pay of workers wifi work 
hard in essential industries; 10% to 20% 

be knocked off for the idle. This, in 
eglatarian Tanzania, is both a shot in 
the arm for individuals and a public ac
knowledgement that ideology alone 
does not make bread.

To Tanzania’s south lies Mozam
bique, the huge ex-Portuguese colony, 
sandwiched between South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, and its natural partner. Dr. 
Julius Nyerere’s union of mainland 
Tanganyika and the island of Zanzibar. 
There is much in common between yie 
two countries, and each seeks to learn 
from the other. Mozambique’s leader. 
Dr. Samora Machel, made an extended 
visit to Tanzania recently. Rather than 
stay in the presidential palace in Dar es 
Salaam, Dr. Machel accompanied Dr. 
Nyerere to the Tanzanian leader’s home 
village of Butiama in the extreme north. 
Machel wanted to see village life and 
cottage industries in action. Though 
Mozambique successfully manufac
tures cement and exports large quan
tities of it to Tanzania, it has not had the 
same success with rural development. 
For all the chronic shortages of ban
dages in the clinics and school books in 
the schools, Tanzania is a shining 
example of rural infrastructure that 
many developing nations including 
Mozambique recognize and admire.

It is a matter of record that the Portu-

rphe invitation was clear; as an ex- 
J. colonial administrator 1 was wel
come to refisit my first posting of 25 
years ago. The letter was signed by the 
local party chairman, and 1 was asked to 
cross from Mwanza to Ukerewe Island 
by steamer. There 1 would be met and 
shown the changes that had taken place. 
But there was a snag. The two Lake 
Victoria steamers were both out of ser
vice awaiting spare parts, a condition 
that haunts almost every form of com
mercial activity m Tanzania.

Not wishing to let down my Ukerewe 
hosts, 1 walked to the little fishing vil
lage just outside Mwanza, the regional 
capital. Mejnory told me that Ukerewe 
fi^jieriadr would be there in their 
motorized dugout canoes selling fish. 
Sure enough, row upon row of wooden 
craft were lined up unloading their 
talapia and other lake fish. Speaking 
Swahili and adding the few words of 
Kikerewe that 1 remembered, 1 en
quired whether one of the boats was 
returning the 34 miles to Ukerewe Is
land that day. “Ndio,” came the reply; 
“many, of us are sailing within the 

-• hour.” 1 selected one of the more sea
worthy-looking canoes apd asked the 
owner to take me with him for a fee.

can

“President Nyerere would like to 
model Tanzania on a liberal social 
welfare state If he had the money"

Sadly, he said it was quite impossible, 
because the Tanzanian government did 
not allow private enterprise of this sort 
to compete with the state steamers. 1 
suggested that he take me without 
charge for old times’ sake. That idea 
brought the rejoinder that if he did, he 
.would be suspected of having taken, 
money and the end result would be the 
same. His canoe would be cbnfiscated.

Such examples of the economic con
flicts inherent in Tanzania’s slide into 
economic desperation are com- 
monplaee. The crisis situation was rec
ognized in June’s massive policy 
shake-up. Although no immediate re
lease of private enterprise energy is 
being sanetioned, effort and industry

John Dimsdale is a British journalist. As 
administrator, writer, and broadcaster, he 
has more than a quarter century of experi
ence in Africa and the Third World.
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I well remember the village of Nya- 

kabindi, the heartland of the Sukuma- 
land cattle country. A quarter of a cen
tury ago, herdsmen knew that the routes 
that the beasts took to water and grazing 
should be varied to avoid ruination of 
the thin top soil. Ex-Chief Majebere, 
still alive but totally destitute now, told 
me, “With these cattle and the grazing 
-that we have, we shall never go hungry 
or become poor." Sadly, the area 
around Nyakabindi and even more near 
Shinyanga have now been reduced to 
near desert. Why? The reason must be 
that the enforced concentration of hu
mans and cattle has led to daily expedi
tions for man and beast that have be
come longer and longer. Trees, bushes, 
and scrub have all been hacked down 
for cooking fuel. The rocks, never far 
from the surface, are now protruding 
feet into the air.

Ujamaa in Tanzania was a good idea 
in principal, but it was executed too fast 
and without proper planning for the fu
ture. Long-established village 
qponomies went out of the window 
overnight.

Mozambique is experiencing exactly 
the same trauma over collectivization 
as Tanzania but on a much, much 
smaller se#le. About 10% of Mozam
bique's population lives in communal 
villages, but only 3% of that number is 
actively engaged in agricultural coop
eratives. This is largely because rS- 
sources are directed almost entirely to
ward the state sector. The cooperatives 
get very little help and, worse, very lit
tle of what they are promised.

But there is another difference be- 
' tween Tanzanian and Mozambican ex

perience in the agricultural sphere. 
There are both large state agricultural 
schemes and private, commercial farms 
in Mozambique. The state' farms are 
having mixed success not because of a 
lack of good land but because the man
power infrastructure is inadequate in its 
expertise. Most of the state farms eat 
national resources at an ever increasing 
rate without turning the bend and be
coming profitable. The Mozambican 
leaders are well aware of this, are de
termined not to abandon the schemes, 
and are actively recruiting foreign' 
know-how and capital. Large private 
farmers (as opposed to self-sufficient 

, homesteads) hardly exist in Tanzania

guese colonizers of Mozambique left 
no trained management or even a cadre 
of artisans. In contrast, the British ful
filled their UN mandate in Tanzania by 
training and giving executive responsi
bility to postmasters, engineers, veteri
nary surgeons, army officers, electri
cians, and magistrates. A sound base 
was laid, and many of that generation 
are still conscientiously trying^ fulfill 
their slightly altered roles in Tanzanian 
society. They and their younger pro
teges are failing because of the eco
nomic malaise that has permeated every 
fibre of Tanzania’s being. Why and 
how did Tanzania and Mozambique 
travel different economic roads? Both 
are desperately poor, but the leaders in 
Maputo are able to point to more con
crete achievements and more hope for 
the future than their cousins in Dar es 
Salaam.

One simplistic theory would be to 
suggest that since Mozambique started 

■ with nothing at independence it could 
only go up. But that would be to ignore 
basic differences in political thinking 
and economic planning over the last 
two decades.

While the Mozambican leaders are 
openly Marxists, Dr. Nyerere of'Tan- 
zania can best be described as a sort of 
Fabian socialist. He rejects Marxism 
and Marxist society and would like to .

model his country on a Scandinavian, 
liberal, social welfare state if he had the 
money.

The African socialist Ujamaa exper
iment—and its relative failure—in 
Tanzania has been well documented. It 
was bom out of Nyerere’s insistance 
that classes do not exist and therefore 
there could be no class struggle. ln"Si!o- 
zambique, classes have always been 
recognized and the government has di
rected its energies into channeling and 
directing class energies. In neighboring 
Bumndi, the form of Ujamaa exists, 
but it has been entirely voluntary; and 
the physical concentration of people 
and their huts is so slight that a visitor 
can be forgiven for not being able to 
identify a collective village visually in 
the hills north of Bujumbura.

Tanzania’s President, Dr. Julius 
Nyerere, gained much of his immense 
stature in the Third World with his 
Arusha Declaration in 1967. Following 
these published principles, 11 million 
peasants were moved into 8,300 
Ujamaa (collective) villages. Some 
were moved by force, most went ea
gerly. The gains are that over 30% of 
these villagers now have clean, piped 
water and all have access to schools and 
health clinics, however rudimentary 
they may be. The losses are incal- 
cuable.

U|amaa village In Tanzania: "A good Idea executed too taat without proper 
planning”
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ports, which actually declined by a fifth 
between 1970 and 1980. The second 
has been a failure to provide adequate 
food-storage facilities, resulting in 
massive spoilage and waste. The third 
is the total failure of the agricultural 
pricing system, which some observers 
describe as anarchic.

These identified failures are being 
countered in a series of National Eco
nomic Survival Programs. Exports are 
increasing; and although chronic short
ages still exist, some essential imports, 
such as pesticides and spare parts, are 
coming into the country again.

Dr. Julius Nyerere has ordered a total 
overhaul of all the parastatal bodies, 
whose inefficiency and cumbersome 
bureaucracy have become legion. The 
National Milling Corporation actually 
lost $250 million in two years without 
anyone noticing, so bad was the man
agement and bookkeeping.

To the south, Mozambique has suf
fered some of Tanzania’s economic 

but with policy differences. A

back into a subsistance economy and 
simply bartering any excess that they 
grow.

There is evidence that the urban mal
aise of dishonesty also effects Tan
zania’s more productive farmers. They 
hold back crops in order to realize 
higher prices on the black market. 
Coffee growers in the north ^ smug
gling up.to 30% of their crops over the 
boRier into. Kenya, where they receive 
as much as six times the Tanzanian

outside the coffee belt around Mount 
Kilimanjaro, In Mozambique they ac
count for 5% of the agricultural sector 
and are widely spread geographically.

Both Tanzania and Mozambique 
suffer from an accelerating drift toward 
the towns and in particular to the capi
tals, Dar es Salaam and Maputo. Mo
zambique has now taken tough mea
sures to stem the tide. Maputo’s popu
lation had jumped from 750,000 to 
850,000 in less than 18 months. Even if 
one discounts the increased birth rale, 
this amounts to at least three bus loads 
of new citizens arriving every day. But 
a halt has been called, and every resi
dent of Maputo has been issued a Resi
dent’s Card. Newcomers are finding it 
impossible to get a card unless they al
ready have a firm job. Only those with 
this new authorization are being al
lowed to use the public services such as 
buses, health clinics, and schools. 
Certainly none without identification 
can obtain a ration card. The human 
tide has been stemmed almost over
night.

Crime is still rampant in Maputo and 
is causing the authorities to adopt in
creasingly severe policing measures. In 
late June, 10,000 handguns were 
handed out to citizens so that they could 
protect themselves. The president, 
Samora Machd, is once again wearing 
military uniform, something he has not 

’ done for several years.
Although crime in Dar es Salaam is 

•not of Maputo’s magnitude, it is also on 
■ the. increase as the urban population be

comes more and more desperate. Stay- 
' ing in a Tanzanian government hotel 

earlier this year, 1 asked for a light bulb 
for my room. “Wait half an hour while 
I go and steal one,” said the hotel por
ter. And he meant it. I actually watched 
him go across the street and into another 
hotel with marginally more lights ■ 
showing than my own. Such behavior 
and such a statement would have been 
unheard of a few years ago, when Tan
zanians were seen as among the most 
moral and honest of all peoples.

Certainly, the worst of Tanzania’s 
shortages are experienced by the urban 
communities. Although there are long 
lines for the rare delivery of luxuries 
like sugar and soap in upcount^ vil
lages, life is better there. At least there 
is basic food, because people are falling

price.
Although Tanzania’s economic 

prpspects are distinctly poor, they are 
not yet disasterous. Consistant scif- 
analysisi^trategy adjustments, and new 
initiatives offer a glimmer of hope that 
Tanzania may be.,able to pull itself to
gether and regeneratejts economic life.

The years of bickering with the 
World Bank and the International Mon
etary Fund (IMF) seem to be over with 
the advent of a new advisory grbup that 
is trying to reconcile the monetary dic
tates of the international financial 
community and the ideological and 
particular needs of Tanzania.

Underlying productive capacity and 
infrastructure are still deteriorating be
cause of an inability to finance imports. 
Factory after factory has closed down 
during the last 12 months for want of 
spare parts or essential raw materials. 
Welfare is drifting downwards as infla
tion outstrips the minimum wage and 
growers’ crop prices.

Tanzania reasonably attributes much 
of its misery to external factors, in
cluding the price of imported oil and the 
slump in world prices for its exports. A 
fundamental budgetary mistake was 
made in the assumption that the 
1976-77 coffee boom was here to stay. 
Projections were made in the Dar es 
Salaam Treasury that have had to be 
slashed in each of the following finan
cial year’s national budgets. External 
aid, too, has peaked. Although Tan
zania has very good friends, notably 
Canada and _the Scandinavian coun
tries, total aid is running at about $36 
per head and falling.

Besides the wrongly forecast future 
trends from an all-time high in 1976, 
there are three other basic internal 
causes for decline, recognized by Tan
zanian officials. The most critical has 
been the failure to give priority to ex

woes
characteristic of the Tanzanian gov
ernment has been an inability to admit 
mistakes and reverse previously set ''' 
policy guidelines. This contrasts shar
ply with Mozambique, where just 
year after widespread nationalizations 
President Samora Machel announced 
that “the state has no business selling 
matchsticks” and promptly returned 
much of what had been taken over back

a

to private enterprise.
Mozambique has declared the eight

ies to be the “Decade of Victory over 
Underdevelopment.” National re
sources are to be devoted to large-scale 
commercial farming and to the building 
up of new industry, directly linked with 
and appropriate to agricultural mecha
nization and infrastructure. Mozam
bique already builds it own railway 
trucks and is now going into the pro
duction of tractors, buses, and agricul- ' 
tural implements.

It now looks as if Tanzania has been 
persuaded to go at least some of the way 
down the same road as Mozambique 
has chosen. In Dar es Salaam’s case, 
the impetus has come from a three-man 
consultative team representing the na
tional government, the IMF, and the 
World Bank. Tanzania has long bick
ered with the INtf 
free-market conditions. Now the infer-

and refused to accept

f
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center at Dodoma. The money that has 
already been spent on building a new 
city where no one wants to live is cal
culated to be sufficient to have provided 
170,000 new jobs. At a time when Tan
zania Airways is pulling right out of 
international long-haul flights, halving 
its domestic schedules, and desper
ately searching for aviation fuel, the 
government decided to go ahead with 
an expansion of Dar es Salaam airport 
at the cost of borrowing $90 milliori 
from France. To add insult to injury, as 
the mainland aviation schedules are 
closed down, the Zanzibari leader, 
Aboud Jumbe, has borrowed $5 million 
to buy an executive jet to ferry him the 
10-minute journey to Dar es Salaam.

Tanzanians are'nbt fools. They are 
highly intelligent people who feel that 
they have put their faith in one leader 
and one ideology for long enough. Too 
many of their countrymen have begun 
to vote with their feet. A large group 
has recently been repatriated from 
Maputo. They had gone to the Tanza
nian Embassy there to beg for food 
while hitchhiking by land and sea to 
seek work in hated South Africa. Until 
the newfound cooperation with the 
IMF, a loosening of the rigid socialist 
economy, and an upturn in the world 
economy begin to mean soap and sugar 
in the shops, the hitchhikers’ cousins in 
rural Tanzania are going to continue to 
retreat into the siibsistance economy. □

not joined the IMF, the World Bank, 
the Lom6 Convention, or the Socialist 
bloc organization, Comecon. (Except 
on the big state farms, the Eastern bloc 
has little influence in Mozambique.) 
After independence seven years ago, 
Mozambique's biggest problem was 
just to keep the economy running. 
Some 90% of the Portuguese fled, in
cluding most doctors, teachers, techni
cians, managers, and private business 
people. Workers, most of whom were 
illiterate, formed comtnittees to keep 
farms, factories, and shops running. 
They largely succeeded, and by 1978 
the collapse of the economy had been 
halted. Since then there have been ups 
and downs, but Mozambique has in
sisted on trying to develop without 
undue outside influence. The govern
ing party, Frelimo, has always said that 
there is a place for the private sector. 
Those businesses that were national
ized were principally those that had 
been sabotaged or abandoned by their 
ownersK^

Tanzania, on the other hand, has 
sometimes seemed to be sabotaging its 
own economy, with real output per 
worker in manufacturing parastatals 
falling by more than 40%. Perhaps 
there is hope, but Tanzaniahs still desp
erately hope that there will be no more 
economic “white elephants.” The 
classic case is the decision to build a 

I new capital in the country's dry, arid

ence is clear: there is to be a quid pro 
quo. If the advisory group can produce 
a set Of proposals for the overhaul of the 
economy acceptable to the Tanzanian 
government, international funds will 
again flow. This year’s Tanzanian 
budget measures afe the first indicated 
of the new planning thrust.

In his budget speech in June, Tanza
nia's finance minister. Amir Jamal, 
said that expenditure for the forthcom
ing year would be $26 million less than 
for last year. He accompanied this an
nouncement with the news that the con
sultative group’s reftommendations 

*■ were accepted: tight financial control 
would be- exerted on state-controlled 
industries. Any performing badly 
would be shut down. Incentives for 
workers were the other part of the pack
age. Jamal also announced that hence
forward Tanzania would concentrate on 
existing .investments rather than start on 
new development projects. Economic 
Planning Minister Kighoma Malima 
told a parliamentary finance committee 
that introducing new schemes "would 
be like building museum pieces."

If Tanzania's slight change of course 
has resulted from a new and more re
laxed relationship'with the IMF, Mo
zambique still has nothing to do with 
the world body. Having seen the pres
sures applied to Tanzania and Jamaica, 
Mozambique decided to opt out of the 
international financial market. It has

*0^

In Maputo, people queue up for rice: "Tough measures to stem the drift to the cities
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The government of Guinea attaches gr§^,«l^ficance 
to these discussions. We hope that out of .dur dialogue will 
emerge an
for fruitful and mutually advantageous cooperation be
tween. on the one hand, the^ate of Guinea and the Gui- 

companies. be they public or private, and, on the 
other hand, the financial and economic firms that you rep
resent. My remarks will be confined to presenting our gen
eral broad approach to international cooperation and to ^ 
outlining our national strategy. I should first of all like to * 
note that we are continuing here a very special form of 
contact that began earlier. This form ot consultation and 
coordination has been going on for nearly a decade be
tween the countries of the North and those of the South a 
dialogue that we have been engaged in—the better to un
derstand each other and to foster closer rapprochement 
and coordination between peoples of different cultures, of 
different levels of development, but all living on our own 
common planet, and destined to build a new and common 
civilization. By our presence at this meeting we are show
ing the world the image of our common future and engag
ing in a dialogue of diversity, which I think is the only rea
sonable approach to solving issues between nations, peo
ples, and states. My country believes in the doctrine and is 

■part of the vast movement known as the nonaligned 
movement. My country was one of the founding members 
of the movement. Guinea took part in the constituent as

sembly that established the nonaligned movement held In 
Belgrade in September 1961. At that time the movement 
and its original declaration were considered as being of a 
rather upstart nature, a type of challenge to the estab
lished order. Since then, my country has consistently par
ticipated in the meetings of the heads of state and heads 
of government of that body and we are now aware of the 
weight that the organization has in world affairs.

So I am here in New York today in my twofold role as 
head of an independent and sovereign nation and as a 
messenger of the nonaligned movement. What I said in 
Havana on behalf of my country at the sixth summit of the 
heads of states and governments is something that I would 
like to repeat now. I said; “Nonalignment does not mean 
indifference or noninvolvement between good and bad; we 
are neither neutral or indifferent. Between colonialism and 
national independence, we have made our choice. Be
tween apartheid and racial equality, we have also made

effective base and an institutional framework

nean
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our choice. Between the economic vassalage of nations 
and the free and full enjoyment of the people of the fruit of 
their labor, we have also made a choice. Our choice Is to 
assume our responsibilities ^s a sovereign people com
mitted to productive efforts to build a future based on 
internal and external balance. The sixth summit of the 
nonaligned nations should enable us to build true 
sovereignty, while taking Into account the existence of 
blocs and the Interdependence of the various international 
groupings. We must see to It that the dialogue that we are 
engaged in with our various partners Is consistent with the 
collective Interest of the nonaligned nations, and our 
movement must never be at the service cf any bloc or any 
given power, whether it be the United States of America, 
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France, or the Peo
ple's Republic of China. Our movement by a courageous 
and responsible attitude must serve the legitimate asplra- 
tion^jof our people and be able to resist any outside pres
sures aimed at and amending or modifying our chosen 
pSttj,of development.”

This statement defines our attitude towards technical, 
scientific, and economic cooperation. What I want to dis- 
cuss with you is the human dimension of nonalignment. 
Because of the nonaligned movement, I have a deep ap
preciation for dialogue and the ability to communicate with 
anyone who shares human ideals with us. This contributed 
greatly to my friendship with the late Nelson Rockefeller.

In discussing nonalignment with you, you might think 
that I’m getting away from our present and common con
cerns. It is my belief, however, that nonalignment is the 
only basister bringing together people from many different 
places, from many different backgrounds to work out a 
pattern for cooperation that will be of lasting value. In 
order for our dialogue to be fruitful, I think it's important 
that each and every one of us here say in the clearest, 
frankest possible way what his approach is to this particu
lar type of cooperation.

As regards my country, our development strategy can 
be summarized in the following manner: I think that 
everyone recognizes that Guinea is a reservoir of im
mense and diverse resources. It might have been very 
tempting for the government, which I have led now for the 
past 25 years, to adopt expedient policies, carelessly 
squandering the natural resources that are the prime na
tional heritage of our country, and which we wish to place 
at the service of our development. Instead, from the time 
of independence we developed a strategy of development 
based on clear and simple principles. First of all, what we 
had to do was take a careful and exhaustive inventory of 
all of our natural resources. We had to identify among 
those resources those which, developed on a priority 
basis, would enable the government to gradually develop 
the whole range of resources available to it. Our planning 
had to be consistent with serving the needs of our^people 
while at the same time respecting the legitimate interests 
of our partners, because my government believes that in 
fair, open, dignified cooperation, the partners must help 
each other and must succeed together. There have been 
many attempts to obscure these principles, albeit very 
simple and clear principles, on which our whole develop
ment policy has beer\ based. Attempts have been made to 
discredit our country in an effort to bring down our devel
opment strategy. Our respect for private property has 
been questioned. My upbringing has it that a contract or a

Export packing of bananas; “Guinea is a reservoir of 
Immense and diverse resources" ?

mutual decision has to be respected. To do otherwise is 
wrong and dishonest. It is very difficult for the hardened 
enemies of my country to hide the blinding reality of what 
has actually happened in our country. You know, for 
example, that the Bauxite Corporation of Guinea (CBG) is 
a joint venture, which was created thanks to the coopera
tion between Guinea and a number of large American, 
Canadian, and European firms. I won’t go into details of 
the legal structure of this company or of its management or 
of the distribution of responsibilities between the foreign 
and Guinean parties. Nor will I go into the details of ar
rangements for the profits that are drawn by our foreign 
partners. Nor shall I discuss in detail the guarantees re
garding the transfer of profits or funds. What I do want to 
stress is that in any form of mutually advantageous coop
eration worthy of the name, each partner is bound to make 

• a contribution.
What does Guinea offer, you may ask? I would simply 

respond as follows: My country offers its considerable re
sources: minerals, forests, agriculture, energy, and oth
ers; the absolute guarantee of all foreign investments; the 
political stability that’s necessary for the total success of 
this kind of venture; an open mind; a willingness to engage 
in a dialogue; and finally a very high rate of return on in
vestment.

In order to illustrate our development strategy, let me 
discuss some of the immediate objectives of my people. 
My country has decided to carry out two major projects, 
which, when implemented, would ensure economic 
takeoff. These are first the hydroelectric dam of Konkoure 
with the associated aluminum complex, and secondly the 
mining of the large iroo ore deposits of the Nimba Siman- 
dou region. When these two projects are in operation they 
will create financial resources enabling us not only to meet 
our financial obligations, vis-S-vis our partners, but.also to 
develop our agriculture and promote the develojament of 
OUT national infrastructure. We do not conceal the fact that
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president Tour* .peeking before . party congress: "duine. h.s never been a communist country

feel very close to you because of this historical act. My- 
ntry lived through a similar situation, achieving inde

pendence by separating itself from France. You.Ameri
cans constituted the United States of America because 
you understood, very early on, that without unity, without 
the vast market that this country provides, your historical 
endeavors w- ,ld have been undermined in the end. That
is my second reason lor coming to you.

Because my country is engaged in a similar historic un- 
have been working for cooperation with 

In Addis Ababa in Ma)i_U>B3, we

our country, like all the other developing countries, is 
subject to a number of domestic constraints. Insofar as 
many of these constraints, in the view of those who wish to 
work with us, are the responsibility of the host country, it is 
our responsibility to remove them. We must work for ag
ricultural development and improve our livestock breed
ing, we must build an adequate infrastructure, and we 
must provide the necessary technical training for our peo
ple These are all priorities for us. Indeed they are 
paramount; for without an appropriate solution to these 
problems we will not attract the necessary cooperation 
that we need. The people, must first have enough to eat. 
Agriculture, livestock, and fishing must enable us to be
come self-sufficient in basic foods. This is a major con
straint, a major problem that we face. The people also 
have to be properly clothed, to receive proper medical 
care, to be educated. It is agriculture that will provide the 
resources for this. People also have to Be housed. This is 
a first-priority need. The infrastructure of our country must 
also be developed. We need roads. We need bridges to be 
built.

The objective of everything that we are doing is to en
sure the well-being of our people, the well-being of our 
population. But I want to make it clear that our country is 
not looking to our partners to find solutions to all of our 
problems as a precondition to any form of cooperation. It is 
appropriate to tell you why my government wishes to en
gage in this dialogue, why Guinea is looking for direct in
vestment from your countries, in particular from the United 
States. The act that took place on July 4, 1776 was an 
event of major historical importance. By that act you 
Americans proclaimed your independence, your separa
tion from England. You will allow me to quote a passage 
from the Declaration of Independence, drafted by a com
mittee organized June 10, 1776, the text of which was 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. And I qudte: “When in the 

of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have con
nected them with one another, and to assume among the 

of the earth, the separate and equal station to

cou

dertaking, we 
other African nations, 
gathered together to create the OrganizationNof African 
Unity. When we did so, we had in mind your example. We 
hope that the OAU will in the long run lead to a "United 
States of/Orica" and to the complete emancipation of the 
people of Africa. Your creative genius as well as that of the 
Europeans, Canadians, and the Japanese; your practical 
approach; your openmindedness, your understanding of 
all the possibilities that we have for offering you highly 
profitable investments—these are some of the major rea
sons that have led us to come here and try to encourage , 
general investment by the West in general and by the 
United States in particular. And that explains, perhaps, 
why Guinea has the highest rate of direct U.S. investment 
in Africa per capita, except for those countries that export 
oil. And with the exception of the oil-producing countries, 
Guinea is the major exporter to the United States.

Guinea understands full well that any investor invests in 
order to make money and that this money must be trans
ferable -outside the country. It is only normal that you ■ 
should expect to receive a fair return for your efforts: We 
hope that our country will benefit from these investments. 
We are looking for investors who are willing to cooperate 
in develo[Jfng our country and in respecting our funda
mental policies, our constitution, our laws and regulations, 
our material interests, and above all our moral values.

Guinea believes that cooperation with the United States 
will be far-reaching and positive, not only for our peoples 
but also for the rest of Africa and the Third World. Guinea 
has been vilified and castigated by its enemies, called a 
communist country with communist leaders, and its presi
dent has been presented as a dictator who abides by no 
faith and no law. Our detractors have always misrepre
sented Guinea. Our country has talked of revolution, and I 
would like to explain the meaning and the content that we

course

powers -
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare the causes which impel them to 
the separation."

There you have a major reason for my turning to you. I
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Take the case of Japan, whose evolution and develop
ment we all admire. In the past, Japan has gone through 
all kinds of difficulties—problems of outside domination 
and exploitation. Graduaiiy and progressively, and par
ticularly with the heip of the United States, it has achieved 
a level of developmerit that makes it an economically solid 
entity in today's world. What we admire is not so much its 
economic deveiopment and its technical and technological 
performance, but above all the identity, the personaiity, 
the special values of the Japanese that have always been 
respected. The Japanese have continued to be Japanese. 
They have not denied or reneged on their spirituai values 
or moral values. And so when we talk about a revolution in 
Africa, it is this example that we want to follow. We don't 
want Africa to follow behind, but Africa to go ahead and 
know that God is fair and God is justice. God created all 
the peoples of the world. God is at the basis of the diversity 
of all the colors that we have in this world. God has given 
all peoples the same skills, the same attributes. Each na
tion has the responsibility to work methodically to adopt a 
system of laws that enableSueach type of initiative to be 
expressed, so that all can ensure the well-being of one 
another. By undertaking an open dialogue between our 
society and other societies, we can make a contribution to 
the universal good. Similarly, we are open to receiving 
from other societies whatever may be adapted and useful, 
given the conditions in our own country.

In conclusion, I want to say that Guinea has never been 
a communist country. Ours has never been a communist

givtf'this concept. In our country there are a number of 
ethnic groups. During the entire time of the revolution, the 
colonial powers set these ethnic groups to warring with 
one another. We had tribal parties that tended to forget the 
overall well-being and the general interest of the people of 
Guinea. They took pleasure in destroying each other and 
tearing each other apart. Our first reason for revolution 
was to create a new state, a new nation, based on the 
genuine, free unity of the Guinean people, above and be
yond their ethnic loyalties, above and beyohd their reli
gions, and above and beyond an'^differences.

The second reason for our revolution was a social one. 
Women in Guinea had absolutely no role in our society. 
They were considered a form of goods, chattel. Men would 
pass their women back and forth without their free con
sent. This human tragedy was a matter of grave concern to 
us. We sought to bring it to a stop by proclaiming the 
equality of men and women and by working with courage 
and faith for the realization of this human ideal.

The third reason was that in our country we had a caste 
system, under which some classes or groups considered 
themselves better than others. We waged a struggle to 
destroy this arbitrary hierarchical structure. In our country 
there were some malevolent spirits who took advantage of 
the ignorance of the people and exploited them. We had 
some Marabouts, Moslem religious leaders, who by out
right lies and by discrediting us endeavored to stir up fears 
and mislead the people. We also had the fetishists, the 
witchdoctors, who sowed terror and exploited the ignor
ance of the people. Our revolution endeavored to freethe 
minds of men and women, to open up and to free the crea-' 
tive energies of each and every person. In order to do that, 
we had to struggle against all of these hostile forces, all 
of these former systems in our society—everything that 
tended to exploit the ignorance of our people.
^ur revolution set major objectives on the African level. 

The United States of America became the greatest power 
in the world thanks to your ancestors, your founding 
fathers. They are the ones who had a true and accurate 
sense of history. They not only fought for independence 
but also fought to achieve the unity of the peoples of this 
country,, the peoples of America. We think that Africa 
should draw its inspiration from the history of America 
and develop its own unity methodically—not around a 
single individual or around a single nation or people. It 
should be a union that is a freely accepted synthesis of Af
rica, supported by all the people of Africa. When we talk 
about African unity or the “United States of-Africa," we're 
not speaking in terms of an ideology. Africa is made up of 
people who are believers, who are religious. You can say 
what you want about Africa, but you cannot say that the Af
ricans do not have faith, do not have a religion. The very 
meaning of African civilization is its belief in God and the 
love of mankind. African society is a reflection of this be
lief, which places obligations on men. The African accepts 
and respects his fellows. Every fortunate person has to 
make a contribution to his less fortunate fellows. This pro
verb sums up the humanism that we want to project. It rep
resents our moral and spiritual values. These are the val
ues of our people that we want to foster. That is funda
mental in our revolution because colonialism tended to 
destroy our values. Colonial rule attempted to assimilate 
us—to make us adopt different values and a different 
system.

9

President Tour* addressed the Quines Investment Forum 
In New York, sponsored by the Chase Manhattan Bank '
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people of Guinea fof its government. Regardless of the 
difficulties that we have encountered along the way. the 
people have remained united throughout. Today, thanks to 
the efforts that have been made, Guinea haS improved 
substantially both its administration and its organization. 
That is why we are now able to assert, without equivoca
tion, that anyone who wants to invest in Guinea wili not re- 
gret it.

The first negotiators who came out for the CBG corn- 
hesitant because they were infected with this

government. Its president has never been and never win 
be a communist chief of state. I am not saying this just to 
please you. I am talking here because I want you to know 
the truth. I am talking here to express the dignity of our 
country.

You can help us a great deal, but I know because of my 
upbringing that man achieves, nothing and people achieve 
nothing without the help of God. What God has set aside 
and reserved for my country and for me is something I 
shali always have and we shall always have. And that is 
why that wherever I go i shall tell the truth. Guinea was 
never communist. Guinea is not communist now. And if 
there is any country today in Africa where religion is truly 
free and has the support of the state tor purposes of its or
ganization and for expansion of religious education, it is 
Guinea. Whether Moslem, Catholic, or Protestant, Gui
neans are free to practice their religion. They enjoy fuli 
freedom of worship and even enjoy the heip and support.of 
the Guinean state.

We have our way of speaking. We have our way of ex
pressing our national independence. We do not follow in 
the trail of any country. Anyone who is an impartial ob
server has only to.look at th^ history of Guinea to realize

pany were
_nU-Guinean influence. We told them they would not re- 
grm their decision. No one can com^ an investor to trust 
Guinea, but if you trust us I can guarantee that you will not 
regret having done so. We ask alUhose who wish to con
tribute to the development of the enormous potential of our, 
country not to hesitate. And if there is anything that we are 
perhaps not aware of that may run counter to your interest, 
thanks to our dialogue we will be able to find out about this 
thing and find a solution for it. We are available to you. We 
are eager to cooperate, because what we particularly lack 
today is capital. God has given us immense natural 
wealth, but we don’t have the capital or the technology or 
the know-how to develop it. You will be able to provide us

a

Conakry: A bauxite loading plant

^ '

with what we need. Therefore, we will make available to 
you the resources that we need to have developed for our 
mutual good—the tremendous potential that we have in 
our country. We shall share the responsibility with you for 
developing and organizing and carrying out projects and 
managing our common undertakings.

I urge you to trust Guinea, to commit yourselves to the 
tremendous undertaking of the development of the econ
omy and the natural resources of Guinea in order to give 
our country a flourishing economy that will serve to bring 
about the gradual improvement of the standard of living of 
the people of Guinea. ^

that we follow a policy of nationalism because we have a 
heterogenous country, out of which we want to build a 
modern nation. It’s the intelligence of man, the mind of 
man, that creates a nation. The infrastructure and the na
ture of the economy obviously will all contribute to this, but 
it is the mind of man that makes a country. It is man’s spirit 
that dominates and prevails in all the activities of our gov
ernment. That is why all of those who sought to destroy the 
Guinean regime and who did not know of the true harmony 
that existed between the leadership of Guinea and the 
people of Guinea failed in their endeavors. And that is 
what explains the unanimous, vigorous support of the

*?■
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Attempted coup spotlights Kenya’s economic, political woes
Kenya’s two decj*e-long image 

of po^ical stability and economic 
prospeiity has probably been irrep
arably tarnished by the August 1 at
tempted coup. “Things will never 
be the same again,” acknowledged 
the Daily Nation.

The prospect is for the govern
ment of President Daniel arap Moi 
to turn to more authoritarian and re
pressive measures to keep the lid on 
political dissent. And the army, 
which put down the coup, may take 
a greater behind-the-scenes role.
Moi may also try to breathe new life 
into his publicly proclaimed cam
paign against corruption, which has 
so far failed.

Corruption—broadly speaking, 
the abuse of power by politicians 
and other members of Kenya’s 
elite—hnd the military pact with the

/
emment. Students came out in large 
numbers to support the rebels. The 
extent of looting in Nairobi, $100 
million worth, was seen by some as 
an expression of support for the re
bellion.

Criticism of Kenya’s firm pro- 
Western line seemed to coalesce on 
the agreement that gives the U S. ^ 
access to Kenyan military bases. * 
Besides Mombasa port, Washing
ton has improved and uses the air
fields at Nanyuki and Eipbakasi, 
whose air force junior officers and 
men staged the coup bid. Many 
Kenyans reportedly resent these 
close military ties.

The role of the army chief of staff, 
Gen. J .K. Mulinge, will likely be en
hanced as a result of the army’s loy
alty. The army may take the lead in 
screening and rebuilding the air 
force, most of who'Se 2,100 mem
bers were detained. But there have 
been reports of discontent in the 
small, but well-equipped army. 
Last year, a treason trial brought by 
an army investigation into arms- 
buying by a cousin of the powerful 
Minister for Constitutional Affairs, 
Charles Njonjo, was abruptly dis
missed and the government report
edly had to appease army officers 
by "somejudicious gifts of land."

Most commentators said Ken
ya’s recent economic decline was 
the. motivating force behind the 
coup attempt. Income from coffee 
and tea has been halved since the 
1976 boom because of falling prices, 
and imports have become more 
costly. Oil imports consumed 1 per
cent of export earnings inT973, but 
36 percent in 1981. Kenya’s profit
able tourist industry will probably 
be adversely affected by the coup 
attempt. (London Sunday Times, 
August 8, 1982; Financial Times, 
August 2 and 4, 1982; Kenya Daily 
Nation, August 3, 1982; London 
Guardian, August 2, 1982; New Af^ 
r/con, July 1982.)

U .S. were two of the reasons for the 
coup cited by the rebels. They re
flected the views of the govern
ment’s most outspoken critic, 
Oginga Odinga, a former Vice Presi
dent, who was this year expelled 
from the only political party and 
who had his passport confiscated.

Another critic with similar views, 
the internationally renowned novel
ist and playwright Ngugi wa Thf- 
ong’o, has had some of his Kikuyu- 
language plays—accessible to vast 
numbers of Kenyans—effectively 
banned.

There have also been a series of 
detentions-without-trial, including 
several college lecturers. The col
leges and especially the University 
of Nairobi have been centers of stu
dent unrest and criticism of the gov-

OAU summit postponed for 3 months
away. The Reagan administration 
recently agreed to closer military 
ties with the Rabat government, in
cluding transit rights for U.S. mili
tary aircraft at Moroccan air bases.

In the end, only 28 delegations, 
short of the 34-state quorum, 
showed Up in Tripoli, despite a com
promise proposal in which SADR 
would have been seated at the for-, 
eign ministers’ session but barred 
from the summit.

Complicating the issue was a 
strong dislike for Qaddafy by many 
African leaders. If the summit had 
taken place, Qaddafy would auto- 
qiatically have become OAU chair- 
mkn for a year, succeeding Kenyan 
President Daniel arap Moi, who 

• now remains chairman. Libya origi
nally did not even invite Egypt and 
Zaire because Qaddafy objects to 
their diplomatic relations with Is
rael. (London Guardian, August 6, 
1982; London Times, August 5, 
1982; Tripoli Radio, August 3,1982; 
West Africa, July 26,1982.)

The OAU summit scheduled for 
Tripoli, Libya, in August will prob
ably be held in November at an
other venue, after a compromise 
formula over the admission of the 
Western Sahara “nj^tion’’ failed. '

The trouble started in February 
when OAU secretary-general Edem 
Kodjo permitted membership of Po- 
lisario Front’s governmpnt-in-exile, 
the Saharan Arab Democratic Re
public (SADR), by a simple major
ity of 26 OAU members. Morocco, 
which has been battling Polisario 
guerrillas for control of the Western 
Sahara, then walked out of the for
eign ministers’ meeting with its al
lies after declaring that admission 
had to be decided by a two-thirds’ 
majority at a summit conference.

Morocco lobbied fiercely for a 
boycott of the Tripoli summit, 
prompting the Libyan leader. Col. 
Muammar Qaddafy, to accuse the 
U.S. of “openly giving bribes to 
some African leaders” to stay □□
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ANC Tutu and Buthelezi oppose land handover to Swaziland^o„.aS,^;.foeof.hc—

fr=‘£rxt;"r. a±s;-^"nuornoK i“rr»“'S=/ “Ksns°ri}«oa.ste
Buthelezi, who is conductings i!*®: fairly - so that it would ! wernn, July 15,16 and 22, 1982;

^a„,«,bu,,S,.r,,u„n,m» □

"^^"“rrl^BSTERN AFRICA
™n%“NS£afi.isbeLv^4£i^;^

icheme of granting “indepen- j that a quid pro quo of the land de^is , following a June meeting in Ma-
dence” to tribal homelands. Ironi- a Swaziland promise to stop ANC Mozambique, of Presidents
callv Buthelezi has also angered i guerrilla infiltration into South Af- Aristides Pereira ofCape Verde and
the government by adamantly ' rica. Joao Bernardo Vieira of Guinea
refusing to accept “independence” BishopTutu, general secretary of j^eir respective nations re
fer KwaZulu which would strip six the South Afncan Council of sumed diplomatic relations. Ties
millkmZulus’of their South African Churches, has been hostde to broken in November 1980 fol-
citi/enshin. Buthelezi for several years. But he (owing the coup in Guinea-Bissau

The oian to cede the Ingwavuma j put aside his political differences to which brought Vieira to power,
oart of KwaZulu and the KwaN- share the same platform at a rally ,wo presidents commended
gwane homeland has galvanized op- where he said there could be no so- president Samora Machel of
Dosition from the banned African lution to South Mnca s problems ^ambique for his efforts to facilitate
National Congress, often at odds , “if blacks are depnved of their the meeting which culminated in the
with Buthelezi from Bishop Des- birthnght—their South Afncan citi- normalization of relations. How-
mond Tutu, a Buthelezi critic, and zenship.” ever, an outstanding problem yet to
from the Azanian People’s Organi- Buthelezi said Swaziland s take- resolved between the two coun- 
_______ tries is the fate of up to 30 pnsoners
Less hope for quick Namibia solution « » S Su

matic recognition, in return for par- Cabral was released after over
allel movement. a year in prison and currently re-

Angola maintains it will ask the
Cubans to go home once the South ^ meeting of government delega- 
African army has left Namibia and scheduled for late July in
the threat of South African attacks 
is eliminated. Angola claimed that 

July 20 South African planes ; 
bombed the town of Cahama, 125 1 
miles north of the Namibian border.
The Angolan Defense Minister,
Col. Pedro Maria Tonha Pedale, i 
said later that South Africa was 
massing troops on the Namibian 
border for further attacks into 
Cunene province.

On July 21, the South African 
Foreign Minister, Roelof Botha, 
sent a note to the UN accusing An
gola of complicity in plans by the 
Namibian insurgents, the South- 
West African People’s Organiza
tion, “to escalate armed activities 
in the region.” Botha said South Af
rican troops were ready to “retali
ate.” (London Times, July 17 and 
26,1982; London Guardian, July 22 
and 23,1982; Financial Times, July 
20,1982.) r

While State Department officials 
were talking optimistically in July of 
a Namibian settlement by mid-Au
gust, Gen. Vernon Walters, Presi
dent Reagan’s special envoy, who 
was in Luanda for talks with the An
golan government, was reported 
not optimistic about a quick solu
tion.

Considerable progress has been 
made in negotiations over the UN 
independence plan by deferring the 
sticky question of a voting formula, 
but the main hitch remains the 15- 
20,000 Cuban troops in Angola, an 
issue that is not addressed in the Se
curity Council plan.

South Africa’s continual public 
pronouncements that removal of 
the Cubans is a precondition for ac
ceptance of the plan and withdrawal 
of its troops from Namibia has upset. 
Western diplomats. The State De
partment insists there is no linkage 
of the issues but that it expects 
‘.‘parallel movement.” There are re
ports that the Reagan administra
tion has offered Angola substantial 
aid and investment, as well as diplo-

Bissau to “set up the necessary 
mechanisms for cooperation in the 
diplomatic, cultural, scientifii;, 
technical and economic fields.” 
{West Africa, June 28, 1982; Ma
puto Radio, June 18,1982.)

on

• Hissene Habr6, Chad’s de facto 
head of state since June when his 
Armed Forces of the North (FAN) 
ousted President Goukouni Wod- 
deye’s government after a pro
tracted conflict, met with rival 
southern leader. Col. Wadal Ab- 
delkader Kamougufi, head of the 
Chadian Armed Forces (FAT) in Li
breville, Gabon in July to discuss 
the piossibility of holding negotia
tions to resolve their differences.

However, observers indicated, 
prospects for reconciliation among 
the rival factions that perpetuated
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j Rawlings after his first coup in 1979,
I may have been^executed for not car

rying through the army’s efforts to 
stamp out corruption. When Rawl- 

i ings turned over power to the civil- 
I ian government of Hilla Limann, 
i habeas corpus applications were 

lodged and some of those convicted 
were released.

Suspicions were further fueled by 
the fact that the assailants had to 
have traveled in a vehicle that was 
able to circumvent the strict curfew 
deadline.

J Acquah, as personnel head of 
I GIHOC, had dismissed workers 

who staged a violent demonstration 
during the Limann administration. 
When workers appealed to the high 

! court, their appeals were thrown 
, out by Justice Koranteng-Addow.
; While some observers believed the 
; assailants were undisciplined mem- 
1 bers of the armed forces, others 
\ maintained that they could have 

been Rawlings’ enemies who com
mitted the killings to embarrass 
him. (West Africa, July 12 and 26, 
1982; London Observer, July II, 
1982; Economist, July Kh 1982; « 
London Times, July 6,1982.)

supplied material aid to the coup 
plotters and had encouraged his 
party to take part in the rebellion— 
were without basis.

Ayola sentenced another opposi
tion leader. Pap Cheyassine Secka, 
to death along with four others for 
complicity in the coup. Some 22 
other death sentences were passed 
at earlier trials and, according to 
reports, another 600 people are still 
awaiting trial. ^Africa Research 
Bulletin, 'My 15, 1982; London 
Guardian, June 19,1982.)

,the civil war in Chad still seemed 
remote, as Habr6 has rejected a fed
eral solution to the counti^’s prob
lems. The FAN leader said he was 
optimistic that negotiations with 
Kamougu6, who served as Vice 
President under Woddeye, would 
lead to an end to the fighting and 
that “the immense task of national 
reconstruction” could begin.

Former President Woddeye, now 
residing in Algeria, maintained after 
his defeat that he wants to "play a 
role” in Chad’s future. Both he and 
Habrd sent delegations to represent
Chad at the abortive OAU meeting . j„,y j^ree of Ghana’s
in July in TnpolK . u . , ^igh court judges and the personnel

Meanwhile, Habr6 set aiwut at- director of the Ghana Industrial
tempting to consolidate his hol^ Holding Corp. fGIHOC) were
over Chad by forming a Provi- murdered in Accra, setting
sional council of state with himself offa debate as to who was responsi-
as President The council, contain- ^le for the killings and whether it
ing 18 members, is composed pn- : indicated a wider deterioration in 
manly of Habr6s closest aides, and i internal security, 
according to the FAN leader, will i justice Cecelia Koranteng-Ad- 
be dismantled when a government , Agyepong. Jus-
of reconciliation is established. Ha- | ,ice p.P. Sarkodee and Maj. Samuel 
br6 has not yet delineated how or , Acquah were abducted from their i
when that will lake place, and^I^- j |,onies in late June by four armed\ I
mougue has insisted upon the hold- found dead several
ing of OAU-sponsored elections. i^ter

In late June. Chad’s Foreign Min- Flight Lieut. Jerry Rawlings, the Guinea
ister under Woddeye s transitional Ghanaian head of state, in a radio j • President Sekou Tour6 paid a
government. Ahipat Acyl, leader of broadcast expressed his “horror , i private visit to the U.S. in late June 
another of the rival factions the : of the government at these j to attend a meeting of the Guinea
pro-Libyan Democratic Revolu- , hideous acts of terrorism. We con- Investment Forum, sponsored by
tionary Council (CDR)—was killed : jhese acts from the depths of
when he was struck by an airplane ; hearts, that they are against all
propeller. Habre said Acyl s death i ,heprincipleswhichthisrevolution-
would not “interrupt the dialogue , process is designed to ad- tion and close ties with the Eastern 
with th'fe CDR aimed at national rec- yance.” i bloc, Tour6 said his country has
onciliation.” Acyl was on his way Thq armed forces were put on al- | “fabulous economic potential” and
to meet with Kamoiigue when he ^ of the murders, and ■ urged American private enterprise
was killed. (WesrA/r/co, June 28. i Railings said such terrorism i to invest, particularly in areas
July 19, 26. and August 9, 1982; | "whether originating from counter- i which would increase agricultural
Christian Science Monitor, July 20, | |-evolutionaries or elements ostensi- production.
1982.) I bly sympathetic to the revolution- Representatives <of some 70

The Gambia ' ary process,” could not be allowed American companies attended the
• Sheriff Dibba, opposition leader 1 to go unpunished and that such tac- meeting, although at present only 11

. of the National Convention Party ' tics had been used “in order to ere- [ U.S. firqas are actjye in Guinea,
and imprisoned following the July ate an atmosphere of fear and panic primarily in bauxite mining and in
1981 coup attempt against President ambfirtheLpppulation.” oil and diamond prospecting.
Dawda Jawara, was acquitted of A five-man'board to launch an inr 'Guinea possesses an estimated 
high treason and released from jail ; vestigation into the muraers-was ap- one-third of the world’s bauxite
in June. i pointed, headed by Secretary of the j reserves,^ whicb are used in the

Dibba had contested the March Interior Johnny Hansen. Mean- | productiqn of aluminum, over 1.8
presidential elections from his while, judges and lawyers refused ! billion tons ©f high-grade iron ore,
prison cell, but Jawara and his Pro- ! to man the judicial system until th« potential oil fields, and diamond
gressive People’s Party won an | assailants were found. andsilvermines^etitisoneofthe
overwhelming majority. There was speculation that the poorest countries in the world, with

Th? Nigerian judge, Olu Ayola, judges, all of whom had participated a per capita gross doipestic product
who tried the case, ruled that accu- in appeals of those convicted of cor- of $264. Export earnings, of which
satior^ against Dibba—that he had ruption by the secret court set up by some 80 percent come from a baux-

Ghana

the Chase Manhattan Bank. Contin
uing a shift away from earlier Guin
ean policies of a socialist orienta-
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The preliminary work on the draft 
of the new Liberian constitution 
was completed in late June, accord
ing to Dr. Amos Sawyer, chairman 
of the national constitution commis
sion. The document was to be pre
sented to the government, followed 
by the formation of a constitutional 
assembly to make recommenda
tions to the government. Finally, 
there will be a national referendum 
on the constitution.

And in June, Doe appointed a 13- 
man task force on agricultural pro
duction to define the government’s 
agricultural policy and work out 
strategy for production. The co- 
chairmen of the task force are the 
armed forceicommanding general, 
Thomas Quiwonkpa, and the direc
tor-general of the cabinet, Gabriel 
Bacchus Matthews. (Wert Africa, 
June 28, July 5, 12 and 19, 1982; 
London Observer, July, 4, 1982; 
Monrovia Radio. June 25, 1982.)

Phillips Petroleum, and other part
ners include Sedco Inc., AGIP and 
Petrpci. The loan is to assist the 
Ivorian company in covering its 
share of the Espoir field develop
ment, where pumping was expected 
to begin in July, with a potential 
output of 30,000 barrels of oil per 
day. (West Africa, July 12,1982.)

ite mining venture owned partly by 
Alcoa and Martin Marietta, were 
only $385 million in 1981, of which 
debt repayment obligations used up 
more than half.

David Rockefeller, retired chair
man of Chase, visited Conakry in 
February with a group of bankers, 
kindling interest among the private 
sector in Guinea's potential. Wash
ington is said to be encouraging 

■ rapprochement with Tour6, who 
ir of the OAU

Liberia
• Samuel Doe, the Liberian head of
state, dismissed fhe Minister of Jus
tice, Isaac Nyeplu, and the chief of 
police, Joe Myers, in July, blaming 
them for corruption within the po
lice force.

The action was precipitated by 
the commutation of death sentences 
against two senior policemen, con
victed for taking bribes, after no 
honest policemen-could be found to 
execute them. Doe had ordered that 
the firing squad should be com
posed of those who could swear to 
never having engaged in corruption.
The head of state then sacked the 
minister and police chief for failing

■ to line up an honest firing squad and
thus for having damaged the credi-^ national assembly and the Demo

cratic . Union of Malian People 
(UDPM) won 99.8 percent of the 3.5 
million votes cast. Candidates were 
all members of UDPM. the only 
legal political party.

Following the elections. Presi
dent Moussa Traore reshuffled his 
two-year-old cabinet, as part of 
“the breath of fresh life” approach 
adopted by the UDPM congress in 
February. The number of ministers 
in the cabinet increased from 15 to

a

will take oveij^ 
in 1983. TheTliiinean President met 
with Presidfeiit Reagan, Vice Presi
dent Bush.l Chester Crocker, the, 
assistant secretary of state for Afri
can affairs, and other officials dur
ing his visit. An agreement was 
reportedly reached to form an agri
cultural task force to aid in Guinea’ s 
agricultural development. (Busi- 

Week, July 12,1982; New York

a

ness
Times, July 1 and 2,1982.)
Guinea-Bissau
• In an interview published in the 
Dakar, Senegal, daily, Le Soleil, the 
Guinea-Bissau head of state, Gen. 
Joao Bernardo Vieira, reported the 
discovery of an alleged coup plot 
which resulted in the arrests of 
three leading figures.

Joao da Costa, a former Health 
Minister; Maj. Leopoldo Alfama, 
formerly deputy police chief; and 

■ Honorio Fonseca, who held ambas
sadorial posts in Havana and Mos
cow—all prominent guerrilla lead
ers during the war against the Portu
guese—were arrested and several 
others were called in for question
ing. According to Bissau radio, a 
“counter-revolutionary organiza
tion” had been uncovered and dis
mantled.

Mali
• Legislative elections were held in 
mid-June for the 82 seaU in the

I

bility of the police.
Winston Tubman, ambassador to 

the U.N. at the time of Doe’s 1980 
coup, was named Justice Minister. 
William Clark, a formed- security 
chief under the late President 
Tojbert, was appointed director of 

1 police.
And in late June, the Planning 

Minister, Byron Tarr, was dis
missed after less than a year in the 
job. His predecessor. Dr. Togba 
Nah Tipoteh, resigned in August 
1981 and went into exile. No expla
nation was given for Tarr’s re
moval, and he was replaced by 
deputy minister Emmanuel Gar
diner.

In other news. Doe announced in 
late June that a new capital city of 
Liberia is to be built in a rural area 
not yet determined, because Mon
rovia can no longer meet the needs 
of the government and its “colonial 
legacy” doesn’t sit well with the “rev
olutionary spirit’ ’ of the people.

Doe said the construction of the 
capital would not affect his 

government’s decision to return to 
civilian rule in 1985 and would in
stead “lay the foundation upon 
which a civilian government can 
build a mote organized and dynamic 
city.”

18.
Two new ministries of state were 

established; one for equipment, 
headed by Col. Amadou Diarra, 
deputy secretary-general of the 
UDPM and considered as the num
ber-two man in the government, 
and one for economy and planning, 
led by Oumar Coulibaly. In addi
tion, the Interior Minister, Col. 
Sory Ibrahim Sylla. was replaced 
by Lieut. Col. Abdourahmane Mai- 
ga. Eight cabinet ministers retained 
their posts while five others were 
replaced. (Afrique-Asie July 19, 
1982; West Africa, July 12 and 19, 
1982.)

The arrests came two months 
after Vieira’s purge of leftists in the 
cabinet and his assumption of in
creased powers by taking on the 
defense and internal security port
folios. According to observers, the 
key pos’s in the cabinet went to 
Western-trained “technocrats.” 
(West Africa, July 19,1982.)

Ivory Coast
• The Ivory Coast’s national oil 
company, Petroci, was granted a 
$102 million loan by the World Bank 
in July to develop an offshore field 
being exploited by a U.S.-led con
sortium.

The consortium is headed by

• new

Mauritania
• In mid-July, President Mohamed 
Khouna Quid Heydalla carried out 
a major cabinet reshuffle, retaining ^
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job action as part of the Union of 
Mine Workers of Niger.

Representatives of the trade* un
ion congress, the Niger Labor Un
ion, and the Minister for Mines, 
Oumar Diallo, were scheduled to 
meet to resolve the conflict. (West 

August 2,1982.)
Nigeria
• InJune, the National Party of Ni
geria (NPN) nominated President 
Shehu Shagari as its presidential 
candidate in the elections which will 
be held at the end of 1983. Shagari 
was the only nominee before the 
special NPN convention, attended 
by 3,000 delegates from Nigeria’s 19' 
states and from the federal capital 
territory of Abuja.

Elections will be held for the 
presidency, national assembly, sen
ate, state governors and state as
semblies. While Shagari’s nomina
tion as the NPN candidate to the 
presidential elections came as no 
surprise, observers said the fact 
that Shagari did not tip Vice Presi
dent Alex Ekwueme as his running 
mate at the convention indicated 
that the post will by challenged by 
others.

Shagari said he had not decided 
whether he would choose Ek
wueme again as a running mate, “a 
man who has been working amica
bly with me." This led to specula
tion that Shagari would choose the 
recently pardoned former Biafran 
leader. Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu, 
who returned to Nigeria from exile 
in the Ivory Coast in June.

Despite Shagari's difficulties 
with the economy, resulting from 
the drop in revenue from falling oil 
production and the necessity of in
troducing austerity measures, it is 
believed that his political hand^is 
strengthening because of the disar
ray ani intra-party splits within the 
NPN's main rival parties—the 
Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) led by 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo, and the 
Nigerian People's Party (NPP), led 
by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe.

The UPN and the NPP, along 
with the Great Nigerian People’s 
Party (GNPP) and a faction within 
the People’s Redemption Party 
(PRP) had formed the Progressive 
People’s Alliance (PPA) in March to 
contest the elections and were con- 
sidered a potential threat to the ruP'.^ 
ing party. However, the PPA has

Col. Maouya Quid Sid Ahmed Taya 
as Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense, but changing a number of 
other important ministers.

Lieut. Col. Ahmedou Quid Ab
dallah, a former Minister of Equip
ment and Transport, but under 
house arrest since 1980, was named 
Interior Minister. A former control
ler general, also under surveillance, 
Lieut. Col. Aana Amadou Baba Ly, 
was appointed Minister of Planning 
and Land Management.

Sidi Quid Ahmed Deya, secre
tary-general of the government, and 
considered a supporter of Polisario, 
Mauritania’s adversary at one time 
in the war over the Western Sahara, 
replaced Dieng Bouba Farba as 
Minister of Finance. Farba was 
shifted to head the Ministry of 
Mines and Energy. Other ministers 
changed in the reshuffle included: 
Industry and Commerce, Health 
and Social Affairs, and Information 
and Telecommunications. {Jeune 
Afrique July 28, 1982; Le Monde, 
July 17, 1982.)
Niger
• Three government ministers 
were sacked in a cabinet reshuffle in 
June undertaken by President Seyni 
ICountche. Alou Harouna, Justice 
Minister, was replaced by Mahama- 
dou Halilou; Abdou Mallam Mous- 
sa, Minisfer of Posts and Telecom
munications, by Brah Mamane, and 
Youssouffa Amadou Maiga, Minis
ter of National'Education, by Ma
mane Ousseini. Maiga was named 
commander of the national gendar
merie.

Three new ministers entered the 
* government and a secretariat of 

state with responsibility for plan- 
, ning was formed, headed by Al- 

Housseini Mouloul. Kountche re
tains the defense and interior port
folios. (West A/r/ca.'June 28,1982.)
• Niger’s_uranium"mining industry 

, was hit by^a strike in late July, high
lighting worker discontent over in
equalities in pay and working condi
tions between the indigenous and 
expatriate staffs. Workers at the 
Compagnie Miniere d’Akouta at 
Arlit walked off their jobs for an 
“unlimited duration" demanding 
the sacking of a French personnel 
manager because of strained rela
tions with his Nigerian staff. Some 
1,500 workers participated in the

not been able to agree on whether to 
endorse Awolowo or Azikiwe as its 
presidential candidate, and Alhaji 
Waziri Ibrahim, leader of the 
GNPP, has deserted the alliance. 
(Econom/j/, July 24,1982; West Af
rica, June 21, 1982; Financial 

• Times, June 14, 1982.)
Sierra Leone
• Alfred Akibo-Betts, former Min
ister of State for Finance, responsi
ble for uncovering two major finan
cial scandals involving embezzle
ment of government funds by top 
civil servants, was flown to London 
in late June to be treated for injuries 
sustained in the violence of Sierra 
Leone’s recent legislative elec
tions.

Akibo-Betts had stood for elec
tion to the legislature in his constitu
ency, Freetown Central I, the 
results of which were nullified, 
along with those of 12 other constit
uencies. He was then reportedly ad
vised by All People’s Congress 
(APC) officials to withdraw from 
the newly scheduled by-elections. 
The former government official’s " 
home was then searched by police 
and he was detained, sparking stu
dent demonstrations at Fourah Bay 
College.

Students circulated a tract calling 
attention to “the dubious and con
troversial ways in which [the elec
tions] were conducted, culminating 
in the arrest of Akibo-Betts,” add
ing “We are appealing to you to join 
us in condemning the existing state 
of affairs in the country as barbaric, 
shameful and disgraceful.”

Akibo-Betts was reported to have 
been severely beaten by thugs who 
may have been politicaJly inspired. 
Reports also indicated that he may 
have been sent abroad for.treatment 
at President Siaka Stevens’ behest. 
(W«/ Africq, June 14, 21 and 28, 
1982.)
Upper Volta
• In June, an open letter addresed 
to the head of state of Upper Volta, 
Col. Saye Zerbo, and signed by 
over 170 people, criticized the gov
ernment’s methods of pursuing 
“national reconciliation” and de
manded the release of those jailed 
during the November 1980 coup.

The letter, not. endorsed by any 
specific trade union, political party
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victory in June was made by For
eign Minister Jean-Claude de L’Es- 
trac, who discussed the claim in 
Britain with Foreign Secretary 
Francis Pym. “We would like the 
problem to be tackled in the spirit of 
our friendly relations with Britain,” 
L’Estrac said, adding that Mauri
tius will take its campaign to the UN 
and the OAU.

The MMM’s stance on Diego 
Gartia was one of its major foreigp 
policy differences with the former 
government, which lost every seat 
in the nation’s assembly.

The former government had ini
tialed an agreement earlier this year 
for Britain to pay $7 million in com
pensation for 1,200 former inhabit
ants of Diego Garcia, who were 
forcibly relocated to Mauritius in 
1966. The MMM government has 
now signed this agreement, which 
calls for Britain and Mauritius to es
tablish a trust to administer the 
n^ney. (London Guardian, July 3 
and 22,1982; London Times, July 3, 
1982.)

detained and killed. But Ethiopian 
refugees joined with human rights 
groups, the Congressional BlaCk 
Caucus and conservative members

or ethnic group, accused the gov
ernment of favoring a “traditional 
minority clique” and of “attacking
individual and collective liberties.” , .u j
“A ruling group can only be legiti- j of Congress to protest the deporta-
mized through democratic and pop- tion.

the circular One liberal Democrat, Julian 
Dixon of California, and one con
servative supporter of the Reagan 
administration. Rep. Jack Kemp 
(R-NY), co-sponsored a resolution 
urging the State Department to re
vise the proposal and let the Ethio
pians stay . The resolution was sup
ported by 60 members of the House 
and Senate.

In July, the State Department 
said the estimated 15,000 Ethiopi
ans affected could stay in the U.S. 
indefinitely. However, a further 
3,000 exiles who arrived in 1980 and 
1981 when the Addis Ababa govern
ment was carefully screening depar
tures, will be dealt with on individ
ual bases. {Washington Post, July 8 
and 10, 1982; New York Times, July 
7,1982.)

ular expression,” 
stated.

During Zerbo’s coup, the entire 
government, including former.Pres
ident Sangoule Lamizana, was 
placed under house arrest and none 
has been released thus far.

Meanwhile, Zerbo denied reports 
. that 12 members of the supreme 

command of the armed forces had 
resigned their positions^ following 
the demission of Capt. Thomas 
Sankara, the Secretary of State for 
Information, in May. Sankara left 
the government in opposition to re
strictions placed on trade unions 
and4he press. Zerbo also said that 
relations between the government 
and the trade Unions were “frank, 
direct and trusting.” The head of 
state’s comments came at a press 
conference in June. {West Africa, 
June 14 and 28,1982.)

4

Madagascar
• The government of President Di- 

' dier Ratsiraka devalued the cur
rency by 15 percent in May, al
though the IMF had originally 

' sought a 30 percent reduction.
The devaluation helped the island 

nation, whose economic problems

Seychelles
• Six foreign white mercenaries 
were found guilty in July of charges 
ranging from treason to gun smug
gling.

Four who pleaded guilty to trea- 
two South Africans and two 

Zimbabweans—were sentenced to 
death. A fifth, Martin Dolincheck, a 
confessed South African intelli
gence agent, pleaded not guilty and 

sentenced to 20 years in jail. 
The defense had argued that the 

could not be convicted of trea:

EASTERN AFRICA
Djibouti
• Dijbouti held its first legislative
elections since the 1977 indepen- j , .■
dence in May, with all 65 candidates i were said to be worsening, receive a 
members of President Hassan $5.7iinillioncreditfromtheIntema- 
Gouled’s party, the only legal party tional Development Association, 
permitted in the country. | the soft loan arm ofthe World Bank.

The opposition to Gouled, which ' The loan is to provide technical as- 
held no demonstrations and made i sistance, staff training and logistical 
no declarations, had recommended | support to the Ministry of Agri^l- 
abstention. But ofthe nearly 86,000 | tural Production and Agrarian Re

form. The IDA IS also helping to 
prepare a three-year investment 
plan.

son

was

men
son because they were foreigners. • 
Another South African was sen
tenced to ten'years’ imprisonment 
for arms smuggling. Charges 
against a South African woman 
were dropped and she was deported 
from the Seychelles. (London 
Guardian, July 8, 1982; Londoff 
Times, July 7,1982.)

voters who turned out, some 91 per
cent ofthe electorate, only 6,615 in
dicated abstentions. The high turn
out itself was seen as popular ap
proval of Gouled’s policies. 
{Afrique-Asie July 5, 1982; Le 
Mon*, May 25,1982.)

In June, a group of unnamed na
tions agreed to provide Madagascar 
With $68.7 million in aid this year. 
{Africa Research Bulletin, June 30, 
1982; Wall Street Journal, June 21, 
1982.)Ethiopia Somalia

• The Reagan administration pro
vided an emergency airlift of weap
ons to Somalia at the end of July, 
after Somali insurgents, backed by 
Ethiopian troops, suddenly intensi
fied their low-level hit-and-run at
tacks with an incursion across the 
Ethiopian border.

It wqs thought the Ethiopians 
may have been reacting to the esca-

• The Reagan administration has 
reversed a proposed policy in which 
thousands of Ethiopian exiles in the 
U.S. faced deportation back to the 
country they fled for political rea
sons in the 1970s.

Originally, the administration an
nounced that the Ethiopian govern
ment had “moderated” its policies, 
following purges of “dissidents” in 
which thousands reportedly were

Mauritius
• The new left-wing government of 
Mauritius has immediately pressed 
its claim to sovereignty over the In
dian Ocean island of Diego Garcia, 
which is a U.S. B-52 bomber base 
leased from Britain.

The first foreign trip after the 
Mauritian Militant Movement 
(MMM) won a landslide election
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robi.^enya, for several years and 
his laimed he was kidnaped 
from his Home by two men who said 
they were jJolice officers.

Another alfeged guerrilla official, 
Francis Bwengye, was briefly de
tained in Kenya, following Uganda 
government representations to 
Kenya about Ugandan rebels living 
there. {New African, August 1982; 
London Times, July 19 and 28, 
1982; Kampala Radio, July 23 and 
27, 1982; Zimbabwe Herald, June 
21,1982.)

we are expecting Tanzania to pay 
up.” The Tanzanian government 
has fought hard with both the IMF 
and the bank over loan conditions it 
considers unacceptable to a devel
oping country building socialism, 
particularly such provisions as in
creases in food prices, SITpercent 
devaluation, freezing of minimum 
wages and cutbacks in social wel
fare programs.

In an effort to increase foreign 
currency earnings, Tanzania has 
done an about-face on tourism, 
which it had previously considered 
a corrupting influence. Now, it is 
aiming to attract wealthy Western 
tourists lured by the wildlife that is 
more abundant than anywhere else 
in Africa.

But the country’s efforts to up
grade tourism were almost set back 
in July when eight Western airlines 
threatened to boycott Tanzania for 
failing to pay its debts. The central 
bank then paid out $1 million in for
eign reserves, one-sixth of the total 
debt to the airlines. (London Ob
server, August 1, 1982; Wall Street 
Journal, July 26, 1982; New Afri
can, July 1982; South, June 1982.)

lation of the guerrilla war in the 
Ogaden desert, fought by Somali- 
backed forces. «

Somali dissidents, supported by 
Ethiopia and Libya, have been op
erating for several years inside So^ 
malia, generally carrying out sabo
tage attacks and broadcasting prw- 
aganda against the autocratic 
regime of President Mohamed Siad 
Barre through “Radio Kulmis.” 
The Ethiopian-sponsored invasion 
may have had the aim of setting up a 
well-putJlicized rebel administra
tion in the invaded area, thus put
ting pressure on the increasingly un
popular regime.

"The U.S. emergency aid was de
scribed as “defensive”: just rifles, 
ammunition and communications 
gear. Italy also sent military mate
riel in July. The Somali dissident or- 
ganizatiO(t,the Somali Democratic 
Salvation Front, said the U.S. was 
making a “mistake” and successive 
American administrations had “an 
incurable disease” of continued as
sistance for “unpopular third vrorld 
leaders.” Ethiopia strongly pro
tested the arms supply.

The front believes the Siad Barre 
regime is near collapse and that 
popular rebellions will spring up, 
such as the one in northern Somalia 

Hn May, or that the army will stage a 
coup. An attempted coup by army 
officers reportedly was thwarted in 
April and dozens Of officers were 
arrested.

Again, in June, several senior 
government officials and army offi
cers were arrested, charged with 
collaborating with an unnamed for
eign nation. {Financial Times, July 
29, 1982; “Radio Kulmis,” July 20 

' and 26, 1982; London Times, July 
22 and 26, 1982; Mogadishu Radio, 
June 12 and July 19, 1982.)

CENTRAL AFRICA
Cameroon
• President Ahmadou Ahidjo paid 
an official visit to theU,S. in late July 
where he held discussions with 
President Reagan, Commerce Sec
retary Malcolm Baldrige and Agri
culture Secretary John Block. The 
trip was believeff aimed at buoying 
both official aid and private sector 
interest in Cameroon.

American government officials 
and representatives from the pri
vate sector have been seeking new 
commercial and investment oppor
tunities to correct the trade im
balance between the two countries. 
The U.S. exports about $100 million 
to Cameroon each year, mainly ma
chinery and chemicals, while it im
ports $600 million, mostly oil. The 
U.S. government has increased di
rect aid to Cameroon by $12 million, 
with a pledge of $60 million by 1988, 
Ahidjo also met with representa
tives of the American business com
munity, including David Rockefel
ler, retired chairman of Chase Man
hattan Bank.

The U.S. Agency f9r Interna
tional Development has also pro
vided a $43 million loan program for 
an agricultural college in Cameroon 
in cooperation with the agriculture 
department at the University of 
Florida, Gainesville. Ahidjo visited 
the campus during his U.S. trip.

Meanwhile, the Cameroon Ac
tion Movement, a London-based 
organization which has as its aim 
“freedom, liberty and sovereignty 
for the people and English-speaking 
state of West Cameroon,” sent a 
letter to Reagan timed to coincide, 
with Ahidjo’s visit, criticizing the 
State Department’s human rights 
evaluation of Cameroon. According

Uganda
• Uganda’s security situation ap
peared to have improved over the 
summer and Vice President Paulo 
Muwanga predicted that by July 
1983 the country will be “very 
peaceful.”

Sporadic guerrilla attacks contin
ued but the undisciplined anny 
seemed to be having greater success 
in quelling the rebellion. In mid- 
July, the army reported destroying 
three camps near Kampala used by 
the guerrillas—called “bandits” by 
the government—and capturing 
quantities of arms and other equip
ment. However, there was also a re
port that three army units had de
fected to the rebel orpnization led 
by Yoweri Museveni, commander 
of the strongest anti-government

Tanzania
• Tanzania’s delicate relations 
with donor agencies took a turn for 
the worse in June when the World 
Bank froze development assist
ance, worth some $200 million until 
Tanzania pays its debt arrears.

The country is $2.8 million be
hind in repayments. Last April, the 
IMF suspended its loan program 
with Tanzania pending renegotia
tion of the borrowing agreement.

A World Bank spokesman said: 
“We have never had a default and

group.
The guerrillas contend that the 

government has detained more than 
4,000 people during the months- 
long crackdown, while the govern
ment puts the figure at 237.

An alleged leader of one rebel. 
group, Balaki Kirya, appeared in a 
Kampala court in July, charged 
with treason. Kirya, a former Ugan
dan minister, had been living in Nai-
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and legislative elections will be held 
in 1983. (Kigali Radio, July 1 and 2, 
1982.)

In Cuba, Sassou-Nguesso was 
awarded the country’s highest 
honor, the Order of Jose Marti, by 
Fidel Castro. Several agreements 
were signed by Congolese Foreign 
Minister Pierre Nze and Cuba’s act
ing Foreign Minister Jose Viera, in
cluding a protocol to extend a coop
eration agreement and a trade pact.

Later talks in Spain focused on 
prospects for the sale of Spanish 
fishing technology in return for an 
increased number of fishing li
censes in Congolese waters. {West 
Africa, August 2,1982; Havana Ra
dio, July 17, 1982; Brasilia Radio, 
July?, 1982.)

to the organization, the report con
tradicts the reality of “on-going hu
man rights violations in Cameroon 
as reported by Amnesty Interna
tional.” (Business Week, August 2, 
1982; West Africa, August 2,1982.)

Zaire
• In early July, 13 former parlia
mentarians were jailed with 15-year 
sentences on charges of attempting 
to form an opposition party, the Un
ion for Democracy and Social Pro
gress (UDPS).

Members of the UDPS were de
tained originally late in 1980 after 
having circulated a letter indicating 
their intention to form a second 
party to the ruling Popular Move
ment for the Revolution. Those who 
signed the letter were placed under 
house arrest until December 1981. 
They were re-arrested earlier in 
1982 after continuing to press for a 
dialogue with President Mobutu 
Sese Seko. Five alleged accom
plices were sentenced to one-to 
five-year terms and one was acquit-

Central African Republic
• Five men found guilty for their 
part in an attempted bombing of the 
French military base in Bouar in 
July last year were sentenced to 
death by a special court earlier this 
year. A sixth person, Thomas 
Isaafi, was acquitted, while the trial
of the seventh man, Maurice Ali, al
legedly a recruiting agent for the 
Centrafrican Liberation Armed 
Forces (FALC), had not yet ended 
pending further investigations.

Three of the condemned, Isaac 
Kpakpa, Gabriel Kossi and Ben
jamin Alazabo, admitted they were 
Libyan-trained members of the 
FALC, the armed wing of Idi Lala’s 
Centrafrican National Liberation 
Movement (MCLM). Neither Lala 

his lieutenant, Martin Koesse, 
were present at court, but were sen
tenced to death in absentia.

At a press conference in Paris in 
July, the Association of Young Afri- 

Lawyers (AJJAF) denounced 
the arrests of more than 128 people 
following the failed coup attempt by 
Ange Patasse in March. The ar
rested, said the AJJAF, were being 
held in “deplorable conditions” 
and had not been charged with any 
specific offense, a “violation of the 
Central African constitution.” 
While many of the detained were 
said to be members of Patasse’s 
party, the Liberation Movement of 
Centrafrican People, others were 
jailed simply because of family or 
ethnic links. (Wes/ Africa, May 24 
and July 26, 1982; Africa Research 
Bulletin, June \5, 1982.)

Equatorial Guinea
• Lieut. Carmelo Owono, Equato
rial Guinea’s Minister for Presiden
tial Affairs, was dismissed in late 
June for alleged corruption. He had 
reportedly blocked judicial efforts 
to force a local businessman and ac
quaintance to pay debts of over 
$500,000 to Spanish creditors, and 
was accused of “constant irregula- 
ties in the performance of his du
ties ”

In late July, Manuel Ruben 
N’Dongo, leader of an exile opposi
tion movement, the Democratic As
sembly for the Liberation of Equa
torial Guinea, requested clarifica
tion from the government on the 
legislative elections scheduled for 
August in hopes that his party 
would be permitted to contest them. 
He said the Malabo government had 
not specified whether the elections 
would be in the framework of a one- 
party or multi-party system.

In other news, Jesus Martinez- 
Pujalte, director of the Spanish of
fice for cooperation with Equatorial 
Guinea, signed an accord in Malabo 
providing for Spanish advisers, ex
perts and technicians for develop
ment projects in its former colony. 
Spanish workers currently number 
350, most of whom are teachers and 
health workers. (Wes/ Africa, July 
5,12 and August 2,1982.)

ted.
The prosecution, maintaining 

that by organizing an opposition 
party, the group was trying to over
throw the government, was suc
cessful in obtaining the full senten
ces requested.

The former members of parlia
ment were defended by Belgian 
lawyers, whose visas to Zaire were 
originally denied. The accused 
refused to attend the trial reportedly 
because the courtroom- had been 
packed with government sup
porters.

The Belgian Minister of Coopera
tion and Development, Jacqueline 
Mayence, postponed a scheduled 
trip to Zaire which would have coin
cided with the trial, following a 
heated debate in the Belgian parlia
ment over her visit and the trial, 
which was characterized as a “po
litical event.”

And Mobutu canceled plarisl for a 
working visit to Brussels in July, 
citing the death of Gen. Bobozo 
Adurama, a former commander-in
chief of the Zairian army. Belgian 
officials, however, had reportedly 
been reluctant to have Mobutu 
visit, denying that the proposed trip 
was an official one, as the Zaire gov
ernment had originally maintained. 
The Brussels government expected 
outspoken opposition to Mobutu’s 
visit, as several Zairian political ex
iles, including Nguza Karl-l-Bond,

nor

can

Congo
• President Denis Sassou-Nguesso 
paid official visits to Brazil, Cuba 
and Spain in July, securing trade 
and cooperation with the countries. 
In Brazil, a country with which the 
Congo established diplomatic rela
tions in 1980, a cultural cooperation 
agreement was signed, and a plan to 
cooperate based upon Brazil’s ex
perience in developing the Amazon 
region was formulated. Brazil will 
also loan Congo $95 million for the 
construction of a mtuor highway.

Rwanda
• Rwanda celebrated 20 years of in
dependence on July 1, marking the 
day with festivities and visits by 
heads of state of several African 
countries. President Juvenal Ha- 
byarimana, in an address to the na
tion, announced that presidential
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ing and restrictions of imports in
cluding food, to curry favor with its 
Western creditors. (Economist, 
July 31,1982; Financial Times, July 
30,1982.)

sion of human rights.” (London 
Guardian, June 28 and July 15, 
1982; Wall Street Journal, July 13, 
1982; Zimbabwe Herald, July 5, 
1982; Economist, June 26,1982.)
• In late June, University of Zambia 
was reopened after student boy
cotts of classes over the expulsions 
of several of their leaders in April 
prompted the government action. 
Students had distributed leaflets 
criticizing government policies and 
were expelled. A new code of be
havior was introduced, which re
turning students were obliged to 
sign in order to be re-admitted. 
(London, Guardian, June 22,1982.)

the former Prime Minister, and 
Mungul Diaka, head of the Council 
for the Liberation of Congo-Kin- 
shasa, reside there.

The latest opposition leader to 
move to Brussels is Professor Di- 
konda wa Lumanyisha of the 
UDPS, who maintained that some 
1,000 people were arrested during 
the trial of the parliamentarians.

And in July, the U.S. ambassador 
to the UN, Jeane Kirkpatrick, re
turned from a trip to Zaire and four 
other African countries, reportedly 
characterizing Mobutu as “a man 
particularly sensitive to the inter
ests of the free world.” (Wes/ Af
rica, July 5, 12, 19 and 26, 1982; 
Afrique-Asie, July 19, 1982.) Lon
don Gward/'an, July 16,1982.

Zambia
• In early July, President Kenneth 
Kaunda warned the population of 
the need for austerity measures, as 
the Zambian economy continues to 
suffer from deteriorating terms of 
trade. World prices for copper, the 
country’s chief foreign exchange 
earner, are depressed, and demand 
for cobalt is low, exacerbating Zam
bia's difficulty in servicing some $2 
billion in external debt.

The government was reportedly 
pondering over meeting tough IMF 
conditions in order to draw the re
maining half of the fund’s $867 mil
lion loan negotiated in 1980. Among 
the IMF’s terms was said to be the 
adoption of restrictions on credit to 
the copper mines, which would 
result in the closure of some and la
bor unrest on the pail of the 60,000- 
member Mineworkers’ Union.

Zambia is becoming increasingly 
dependent upon railway lines to 
South African ports, which handle 
about 60 percent of its external 
trade, because of the growing ineffi
ciency of the Tazara railway, link
ing the country with the Tanzanian 
port of Dar es Salaam.

The growing dependence on Pre
toria was seen as one of the m^or 
factors behind Kaunda’s April 
meeting with South African Prime 
Minister P.W.' Botha. Zambia’s 
need for a rapprochement with 
South Africa is evident, observers 
maintain, by its dropping of the la
bel "racist” when referring to the 
apartheid government.

Kaunda also reportedly has plans 
to adopt ’’scientific socialism” as 
the country’s political philosophy, 
according to some, in order to be 
able to exercise tighter bureaucratic 
control at a time when threats to his 
tenure are increasing. The philoso
phy, which emphasizes centralized 
bureaucratic control and state own
ership of the means of production, 
has already been opposed by the 1.5 
million-strong Catholic Church. 
Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo de
scribed the doctrine as “an unac
ceptable extreme whose conse
quences are tantamount to an ero-

NORTHERN AFRICA
L Algeria

• According to an early August re
port, an American company, Distri- 
gas Corp., reached an agreement 
with Algeria’s state oil company, 
Sonatrach, for the sale of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG). The pact was 
said to be for the delivery of 40.25 
billion cubic feet of LNG annually, 
although the purchase price was not 
disclosed. The contract must be ap
proved by the U.S. and Algerian 
governments.

Distrigas had signed a contract 
with Algeria in 1976, but the agree
ment was suspended because of 
failure to agree on a new pricing for
mula. Algeria was seeking to link 
the export price of its oil with that of 
the LNG, and was renegotiating all 
previous contrqpts.

Sonatrach reached agreement 
earlier in the year with Gaz de 
France and Distrigaz of Belgium, 
whereby the LNG sells for $4.79 per 
thousand cubic feet, with two fur
ther pegged price increases.

Meanwhile, Italy and Algeria 
held ministerial level talks in Al
giers in June to resolvg a deadlock 
and enable LNG to Begin flowing 
through the $3 billion trans-Medi
terranean pipeline completed in late 
1980. Algeria denounced a 1977 
agreement which maintained the 
price of its LNG at $3.25 per million 
BTUs. SNAM, the gas subsidiary 
of the Italian state energy concern 
ENI, wants to raise its offer only to 
$3.85, while Algeria is requesting 
$5.25.

The agreement reached with

• The governor of Zaire’s central 
bank. Sambwa Pida Nbagui, 
warned the country’s creditors in 
late July that Zaire will be forced to 
reschedule its $4.1 billion debt this 
year or face further arrears. Nbagui 
said that the country’s total me
dium- and long-term 1982 debt serv
ice obligations are $946 million, in
cluding $175 million arrears. Debt 
service payments were said to ab
sorb more than 60 percent of export 
earnings in 1982.

Earlier in the year, the IMF sus
pended its nearly $3 billion assist
ance program when Zaire failed to 
meet its performance criteria— 
mainly by not maintaining its 
budget deficit within set limits. A 
drastic fall in earnings from its ma
jor exports—eopper, cobalt, dia
monds and coffee—was responsi
ble. and resulted in the June re
placement of the Zairian head of 
Gecamines, the state-owned copper 
and cobalt mines, with a Belgian, 
Jacques Crem.

The disruption of the IMF pro
gram, a critical aspect of a three- 
part economic recovery package in
volving a World Bank-chaired con
sultative group and the Paris Club of 
western creditors, resulted in a vir
tual collapse of Zaire’s efforts to re
suscitate the economy. A team from 
the IMF visited Zaire in June, but 
no new agreement was expected be
fore the end of 1982.

The Zaire government has ex
pressed willingness to adopt some 
drastic economic measures, includ
ing slashing of government spend-
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speculated that because Libya has 
been selling its light crude to some 
buyers at as low as $31.50 a barrel 
(the OPEC price is $35.50), Mobil 
may have struck a better deal caus
ing it to reverse its decision.

Other American companies get
ting discounts on Libyan oil include 
Amerada Hess Co., Conoco Inc. 
and Marathon Oil.

Earlier reports had indicated that 
Mobil was seeking potential buyers 
for its Libyan facilities and had been 
in negotiation with Land Oil Group, 
Inc., a private Philippines oil com- 

with ties to Manila govem- 
officials. Observers said, 

however, that with negotiations re
opening in Tripoli, it appeared 
likely that Mobil would drop its 
plans to sell its Libyan operations. 
(Wall Street Journal, July 21 and 22, 
1982; Financial Times, July 22, 
1982.)

cent. Some $46 billion has been allo
cated for investment, the major por
tion of which is for the public sec
tor. The Mubarak government has 
been concentrating on diverting re
sources toward investment in in
dustrial and agricultural projects 
and curbing imports. It hopes to re
duce the balance of payments defi
cit from $2 billion to $5(X) million by 
1988. (London Guardian, July 27, 
1982; Wall Street Journal, July 27, 
1982; Financial Times, June 18,

France provides for an LNG price 
20 percent above market levels in 
return for which French companies 
were guaranteed access to a number 
of Algerian contracts. Sofregaz, an 
affiliate of Gaz de France, signed a 
contract with Sonatrach in late June 
for the supply of equipment to the 
gas industry.

Meanwhile, another American 
company, the Houston-based Pan
handle Eastern Corp., began arbi
tration proceedings in late June to
force Sonatrach to fulfill a 1975 con- j 1982.) 
tract for deliveries of 3.3 trillion cu
bic feet of gas over 20 years. Deliv
eries were to have begun in August 
1981. (Wall Street Journal, August 
3, 1982; New York Times, July 2,
1982; Le Monde, July 1, 1982; Fi
nancial Times, June 15,1982.)

• The Egyptian government re
leased 450 political prisoners in July 
to mark the end of the Ramadan 
fast. Most of the freed had been ar
rested in the crackdown on opposi
tion just before President Anwar 
Sadat’s assassination last October, 
and others were rounded up after 
his death.

• On the 30th anniversary of in June, 182 detainees were or- itaHan and French
Egypt’s 1952 revolution in July, ] dered released after the goveimment hanLrsaiidbusinessmenhavebe-
pfesidentHosni Mubarak delivered j determined they presented no ^“^‘‘^[^“easfngly concerned in re-
a speech addressing the country s : threat to government security . The “j;;® fact that
economic probiems and told his au- releases of the two groups of pns- billion in
dience, ’You’ve got to work oners brought to nearly 2,OW the to- 'IJ"” "ents to the^
harder, that’s the only solution. | tal number of detainees freed by recent report which charac-
He quieted Egyptian fears concern- President Hosni Mubarak. Over P as*“one of the more
ing the possibility of canceling gov- 4,000 are said to still be behind bars, ‘enzes Lioy
emment subsidies on basic goods of which 1,000 face charges of con- promising ma
such as oil, sugar, rice and flour, spiracy to overthrow the govern- Rank of Spain haltedwhich cost the government more ment and establish an Islamic fun- * ® Libya^ter diplo-
than $2 billion per year. An eco- damentalist regime (London | X ^^s to collect overdue pay-
nomic conference held in February Guardian, July 19, 1982; Kenya | - Snanish exports failed
had recommended a gradual eUmi- 1 Sunday Nation, June 20,1982.) ^an fi^m^orsomeS mUHon
nation of the subsidies over a five- ^dividual Spanish exporters,
"We cTnnm’and will not do that.” ’ • Mobil Corp., scheduled to cease some of the debts outstanding for

The Egyptian President said in- its oil exploration and production
creased productivity, along with re- activities in Libya on July 13, with-
cently instituted sales taxes on lux- drew its “notice of surrender to
ury goods were the only means the Tripoli government, according
available at present to aid the wors- to observers, because of “very sig-
ening economy. Government and nificant discounts” being offered by
public sector salaries will not be in- the Libyans for their oil.
creased, he said. Mobil’s concession in Libya had

In June, the Minister of Planning, cut its production to 50,(K)0 barrels a
Dr Kamal el-Ganzouri, announced day in June from 1(X),000 a day the

ambitious five-year plan year before. It announced its inten-
whereby Egypt hopes to raise its tion to leave the country earlier in
gross domestic product by 8 percent the year, following Exxon’s depar- 
Mr year and reduce its balance of ture from Libya, because of declin- 
payments deficit by 75 percent over ing profits and political pressures 
ihe next five years. from the Reagan administration.

The plan foresees an 8.6 percent which embargoed Libyan oil im- 
erowth in the commodity sector, ports last March, 
which includes agriculture, Indus- The Libyan government was smd 
try power generation, construction to have been angered by Mobil s
and oil. The annual growth rate over decision to follow Exxon out of the
the past five years has been 5.8 per- country and oil industry analysts

pany
ment

Egypt

over a year.
Following talks in May between 

Libya and Italy, some $100 million 
of Libya’s $500 to $600 million debt 

paid to. Italian businesses. 
Libya had suspended or delayed 
payments on most of its debts there 
since January. The Tripoli govern
ment agreed to move on debt repay
ments in return for a renewal of 
Italian purchases of Libyan oil.

Coface, the French export credit 
agency, has distributed W7 million 
to French businessmen who are 
owed money by Libya.

And in July, Libyan Prime Minis
ter Maj. Abdusalam Jalloud went to 
Europe requesting $1 billion in debt 
relief, a pitch turned down in Paris, 
Rome and Madrid. Most of Libya’s 
$12 billion debt to the West is in the 
form of private trade credits, half of

was

an
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gees who are seeking asylum in 
southern Sudan. Uganda maintains 
that Sudan is encouraging refugees 
to remain and demanded that they 
be resettled further inland. The 
“Uganda Army Guerrilla Move
ment,” identified with former Presi
dent Idi Amin, is based on the Zaire- 
Uganda-Sudan border and its lead
ership reportedly lives as refugees. 
(Omdurman Radio, July 28, 1982; 
London Times, July 28, 1982; Lon
don Guardian, July 26,1982; Finan
cial Times, July 28, 1982; Econo
mist, June 26, 1982.)

which are guaranteed by national defeating another veteran southern
politician, Clement Mboro.

Mboro was arrested early in 1982 
major reason behind Libya’s finan- along with a group of southern poli
cial problems, but according to a ticians for forming an illegal or^ni-
July report by the Committee for zation opposing calls to redivide*
Middle East Trade, the Libyan im- southern Sudan. (Africa Research
port market will' 'rove “once the Bw/Ze/m, July 15, 1982; Zimbabwe
oil situation ' stabilized.” De- Sunday Mail, July 4, 1982; Econo-
spite Lib s .ash flow problems, mist, July 3, 1982.)
the report says the nation is “a 
credit-worthy country and should 
have little difficulty in securing ex
ternal funding.” (Financial Times,
July 23, 1982; Economist, July 17,
1982; London Times, July 6, 1982.)

export credit agencies.
Eleclining oil revenues are the

4.,

• With relations deteriorating be
tween Sudan and Ethiopia, Suda
nese first Vice-President Omar Mo- 
hamed al-Tayeb went to Addis 
Ababa in late July bearing a mes
sage from President Gaafar al-Ni- 
meiry to Col. Menpstu Haile Ma
riam. Al-Tayeb’s visit came about 
one month after the Sudanese un
der-secretary for foreign affairs. 
Hashem Osman, and military and 
state security officials travelled to 
the Ethiopian capital to discuss im
plementation of an early 'une agree
ment signed by both countries.

The pact said both sides agreed to 
“close down all facilities used by 
secessionists and dissidents or de
stabilizing elements” operating 
against either state and “to expel all 
groups who in any way work to the 
detriment of the neighboring coun
try."

The Sudar . i..niopian border,
1,200 miles long, is very difficult to 
police. Ethiopia objected to the fact 
that the Eritrean People’s Libera
tion Front and the Tigr6 People’s 
Liberation Front, were maintaining 
headquarters in Khartoum and 
were able to cross the border freely, 
although in 1980, Sudan reportedly 
closed their offices.

Ethiopia, on the other hand, al
legedly provides a base for anti- 
Nimeiry dissidents, including the 
800-man army of Yagoub Ismail. 
Sudan has also accused Ethiopia of 
complicity with Libya in destabili
zation activities against Khartoum. 
In May. Sudan invoked its defense 
pact with Egypt and held talks on 
deploying Egyptian troops along 
the Ethiopian border. The Ethiopia- 
Sudan agreement signed in June 
was believed indicative of the seri
ousness with which Ihe Addis re
gime regarded the potential use of 
Egyptian troops.

Sudanese government officials 
also met with representatives from 
Uganda to discuss Ugandan refu-

Westem SaharaMorocco • Morocco reopened the Bou Craa 
phosphate mines in the contested 
Western Sahara in July, closed 
down since 1975 because of attacks 
by the Polisario front, fighting for 
control of the disputed territory. 
The Moroccan military built a 400- 
mile defense wall from southern 
Morocco surrounding the mines to 
the Atlantic coast and the Rabat 
government apparently felt suffi
ciently confident about its de
fenses—that Polisario would be un
able to breach the wall—to start the 
mine operations again.

The^defenses include minefields, 
barbed wire entanglements and a 
ten foot-high ridge of sand and rock, 
as well as a sophisticated ground ra
dar detecting system.

A 60-mile conveyor belt carrying 
the phosphate rock to the coast, a 
power station, a treatment plant and 
a loading pier are all back in opera
tion. The Bou Craa mine, one of the 
richest in the world, contains esti
mated phosphate reserves at 1.7 bil
lion tons.

Polisario meanwhile was step
ping up its attacks against Moroc
can positions in July, to coincide 
with the opening of the OAU for
eign ministers’ meeting in Tripoli, 
Libya. In late July, the front re
ported three raids on positions 
around Smara, a major city within 
the Moroccan-controlled zone, and 
claimed to have inflicted heavy 
losses on Moroccan forces, with 93 
casualties and four tanks destroyed. 

. Morocco on the other hand claimed 
to have suffered only two casualties 
and 11 wounded. (London Guard
ian, July 29, 1982; Le Monde, July 
23, 1982; Financial Times, July 13, 
1982.)

• In June, the Moroccan parlia
ment approved a new investment 
code to replace the one in force 
since 1973, which provides 100 per
cent equity in Moroccan companies 
to foreign investors. Foreign com
panies can remit all profits after tax 
to their home country and can re
patriate all initial invested capital 
and accrued capital after five years.

Rebates of up to 50 percent will 
be granted on the initial cost of land 
and basic infrastructure in indus
trial zones being set up in Moroccan 
cities.

In putting forward the new code, 
the Moroccan government hopes to 
attract more foreign investment 
than the yearly average since 1975 
of $100 million. (Financial Times, 
June 28,1982.)

Sudan
• President Gaafar al-Nimeiry is
sued a decree in late June removing 
Vice-President Abel Alier from his 
post and replacing him with one of 
his rivals. Josfeph L^agu. Alier, a 
veteran politician from the semi- 
autonomous southern region of Su
dan, had been opposed to those 
favoring a redivision of the south 
into two or threeTegions to be an
swerable to the central government 
in Khartoum.

Elections were held for a new 
regional assembly for the south in 

^ne. Nimeii7 had dissolved 
the southern parliament last Octo
ber and appointed a transitional 
administration. Joseph James Tem- 
bura, formerly Minister of Public 
Works, Transport and Communica
tions, was elected president of the 
southern High Executive Council,

late
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■ ■ .V'’.z thousands of new jobs, thus en
hancing the growth of the domestic 
economy.

In addition, Botswana is planning 
to mine large amounts of soda ash in 
the Sua Pan region with the techni
cal assistance of Japanese experts. 
Last year, the Minister of Mineral 
Resources, Dr. G.K. Chiepe, went 
to Japan to discuss the project. It is 
hoped that soda ash, which is used 
in the production of glass, will be
come a major export in the near fu
ture. Botswana will also use the 
mineral for domestic glass produc
tion, a commodity which is pres
ently imported. ' (Johannesburg 
Star, June 26 and July 24,1982.)

tournament against teams from An
gola and Senegal. The tour was said 
to be aimed at promoting the nor
malization of U.S.-Angolan rela
tions.

While Angola has been seeking 
increased economic links with 
Western countries, several promi
nent members of the MPLA were 
being purged from their government 
and party posts, reflecting, accord
ing to some, a strengthening of the 
pro-Soviet Marxists in the govern
ment. Manuel Pedro Pacavira, sec
retary of the M PL A central commit
tee for production, was replaced in 
his post in July by Santana Andre 
Pitra Petrof, provincial commis
sioner for Huambo province. Pa
cavira was sacked for alleged “er
rors” in his previous position as 
Minister of Agriculture.

It was also rumored that Mendes 
de Carvalho, the Minister of 
Health, and ^ieut.. Col. Paiva 
Domingos da Silva, head of the Peo
ple’s Defense Organization—both 
men along with Pacavira co-found
ers of the MPLA with the late Presi
dent Agostinho Neto—would be 
dismissed.

And Henrique “Iko” Carreira re
turned to Angola with the rank of 
general after having spent three 
years in military training in the So
viet Union. . Carreira, a former 
MPLA military leader, left Angola 
after having been implicated in a 
controversial court case. Observers 
indicated that he would be named to 
one of three posts: Minister of De
fense, the vacant premiership, or 
one of the three new posts of Vice 
President. (Le Monde, July 29, 
1982; Financial Times, July 21 and 
29, 1982; Economist, July 24, 1982; 
London Guardian, July 16, 1982; 
Journal of Commerce, June 29, 
1982.)
Botswana
• In order to offset the impact of 
declining foreign exchange earnings 
from its major export, diamonds, 
the government of Botswana is cur
rently exploring further develop
ment of its coal mining industry. A 
senior government official an
nounced recently that Botswana 
hopes to become a principal coal ex
porter “within the next few years.” 
It is also expected that the develop
ment of new mines will generate

SOUTHERN AFRICA
Angola
• fhe Angolan government was 
holding preliminary discussions 
earlier in the year to borrow some 
$100 million from Western banks 
led by Chase Manhattan for balance 
of payments support, according to 
the Minister of Planning and Exter
nal Trade, Lopo do Nascimento. 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
said in July, “We are in a difficult 
economic and financial situation. 
[We must] concentrate on carrying 
out very concrete tasks. To this 
end, the people’s assembly, the 
council of ministers and the party 
itself are constructing an emer
gency plan.”

Do Nascimento said part of the 
new plan will entail encouraging 
peasant agriculture instead of state 
farms, and public spending will be 
curbed to balance the budget. Mar
keted agricultural production was 
do’.vn 26 percent last year, a result 
of the collapse of the transport in
frastructure during the civil war and
the continuing security problems.

With prices falling for Angola’s 
thre? major exports—oil, diamonds 
and coffee—in 1981, imports of all 
but essential goods were banned to 
curb foreign exchange outflows. 
Military spending consumes about 
50 percent of foreign exchange 
earnings, which were short $350 
million last year becfiuse of declin
ing export prices for Angola’s com- 
modities.

Thus, according to observers, 
Angola is placing hopes on a settle
ment in Namibia to remove the 
South African threat, which would 
in turn decrease the power of the 
anti-government Unita rebels. The 
resolution of the security problems 
would free more funds for develop- 

,, ment and result in American diplo- 
i^ matic recognition, thereby increas

ing Western aid, trade and invest
ment.

France siped a cooperation 
agreement with Angola in late July 
covering the economic, social and 
scientific spheres, and confirming a 
process of rapprochement between 
Paris and Luanda. Meanwhile, 
seven U.S. corporations financed 
an American basketball team’s trip 
to Angola in late July to play in a

Lesotho
• The Lesotho Liberation Army 
(LLA), the military wing of the ex
iled Basotho Congress Party (BCP) 
led by Ntsu Mokhehle, was report
edly responsible for a mounting 
wave of violence in Lesotho over 
the past few months, as its efforts 
intensified to overthrow the govern
ment of Prime Minister Leabua Jon
athan.

In early August, the Lesotho 
Minister of Works, Jobo Rampeta, 
and two other people were assassi
nated in an ambush in the northern 
district of Berea. Thejnurders oc
curred about one week after the res
idence of Jonathan near Leribe, 60 
miles north of Maseru, was at
tacked by a^roup armed with mor
tars, bazookas, rockets and AK- 
47s. The attackers fled over the bor
der into South Africa and the LLA 
subsequently claimed responsibil
ity for the act, as well as for the as
sassination of BCP secretary-gen
eral Koenyama Chakela in Leribe in 
early July.

Chakela had lived in exile in Zam
bia since fleeing Lesotho in 1974. In 
1980, he accepted thi Lesotho gov
ernment’s offer of an amnesty, re
turning to the country and report
edly planning to participate in the 
elections promised by the govern
ment. Mokhchle’s LLA, however, 
has demanded that elections must 
be organized and supervised by the 
UN and not by the government.

Jonathan accuses the LLA of 
working in collusion with the South 
African security police toward his 
overthrow. In July, he charged that 
the LLA is using the South African
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guese-language radio station -in 
South Africa beams MNR propa
ganda into Mozambique. Pretoria’s 
apparent aim is to ensure that its 
neighbors, particularly Zimbabwe, 
remain dependent on South Afri
ca’s transportation network in the 
region. (Johannesburg Star, July 
17, 1982; London Guardian, July 
12,1982.)

between Portugal and its former 
colony in April providing training 
for Mozambicans in Portuguese 
military colleges. Lisbon was also 
reportedly providing machine guns, 
ammunition and other weapons to 
Mozambique, which is facing a seri
ous threat to internal security from 
the activities of the South African- 
backed Mozambique NationakRe- 
sistance (MNR).

Balsemao’s visit culminated in 
the signing of a series of coopera
tion agreements. The Bank of Por
tugal opened a special line of credit 
of $13 million to pay for contract 
workers requested by the Mozam
bican government for a wide range 
of activities, including agriculture 
and government service. Portugal 
will also contribute between $20 
and $40 million to help finance the 
construction of houses mainly for 
the Portuguese workers, and will 
substantially increase its purchases 
of cotton from Mozambique. (Fi
nancial Times, July 2, 1982; Zim
babwe Sunday News, June 27, 
1982.)
• Zimbabwe and Mozambique are 
growing increasingly worried by the 
stepped-up sabotage efforts of the 
South, African-supported Mozam
bique National Resistance Move
ment (MNR).

The main targets of the MNR 
have been road and rail links be
tween Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
and between Zimbabwe and Ma
lawi, which pass through Mozambi
que. The two railroads from land
locked Zimbabwe to the Mozambi
can ports have been attacked fre
quently and there is now a reluc
tance by Zimbabwean businessmen 
to ship their goods through Beira 
and Maputo.

Trucks using the road between 
Zimbabwe and Malawi have been 
ambushed by the MNR several 
times. Many truckers now use the 
longer route through Zambia and as 
a result freight rates have doubled. 
Foreign aid projects have also been 
attacked and many foreign workers, 
whom Mozambique needs to re
build its economy, have fled the 
country.

South Africa denies it supports 
the MNR, but Western diplomats 
and the Mozambican government 
maintain the evidence is over
whelming. In addition, a Portu-

town of Ficksburg as a base for at
tacks into Lesotho. Pheta Matla- 
nyane, reportedly an LLA member, 

. was killed in July in a bomb explo
sion in a black township of Fick
sburg. South African police defused 
two homemade bombs at the scene 
of the explosion. (Financial Times, 
August 9. 1982; Maseru Radio, July 
29, 1982; London Guardian, July 
17,1982; Sowe/an, July 7,1982.)

>*•

South Africa
• The president and vice president 
of the South African Allied Workers’ 
Union (SAAWU) were taken out of 
their detention cells in July for a 
court appearance. Thozamile 
Gqweta, president, and Sisa Njike- 
lana, vice president, were then,re
manded in custody until August 31 
without any charges placed against 
them.

SAAWU general secretary Sa
muel Kikine made a later court ap
pearance but no charge was laid and 
he was freed on $450 bail until a 
court date on August 6.

It was believed that all three men 
will be charged under the Terrorism 
Act in connection with a conspiracy 
trial the government is preparing in 
an attempt to link the militant black 

. unions with the banned African Na
tional Congress.

Two white detainees, who ap
peared in court in June with the 
three SAAWU executives, have al
ready been charged with high trea
son under the Terrorism Act for al
legedly furthering the aims of the 
ANC.

The government said in July 
it had detained 58 people since last 
year in connection with the alleged 
conspiracy, including union activist 
Dr. Neil Aggett, who died in secu
rity police detention. Of those 58, 
the authorities said 40 had been 
freed, six had been convicted, six 
were awaiting trial (including the 
SAAWU officials) and six were be
ing detained as potential state wit
nesses. (Soweian, July 2 and 15, 
1982; Johannesburg Star, June 19 
and July 3,1982.)

Malawi
• Orton Chirwa, leader of the Tan
zanian-based opposition movement,

, the Malawi Freedom Movement 
(Mafremo), a former Minister of 
Justice and Attorney General, and 
his wife, Vera, pleaded not guilty to 
charges of treason in July. Accused 
of “preparing, endeavoring or con
spiring to overthrow the govern
ment by force or other unlawful 
means,” they were facing prosecu
tion by a “traditional court.” The 
court differs from others in that it 
has no jury or judge, but a panel of 
five selected by the state to pass 
judgment.

Mr. and Mrs. Chirwa were unable 
to consult e^ch other since they 
were detaitwd last Christmas Eve, 
and have been refused legal aid. 
Part of a transcript broadcast by the 
BBC World Service is alleged proof 
of Mr. Chirwa’s intenft«o “remove 
[President KamuzuJBanda."

In exile from Malawi for 17 years, 
the accused reportedly were either 
forcibly abducted over the border 
from Zambia or discretely allowed 
to return by Banda. The trial was 
still continuing in mid-August. 
(London Observer. August 8, 1982; 
London Guardian, July 29 and Au
gust 6, 1982.)

Mozambique
• Portugal’s Prime Minister, Fran
cisco Pinto Balsemao, paid an offi
cial visit to Mozambique in late 
June, where he discounted South 
African claims that Lisbon’s mili
tary cooperation with Maputo is “a 
betrayal of the West.” Balsemao 
told the Mozambique News 
Agency, “Cooperation in the mili
tary field can be one more aspect of 
the cooperation between our two 
countries being guided by the same 
principles of mutual respect and 
mutual benefits."

A military agreement was signed

• Joe Thloloe. a banned former So- 
wetan reporter who was detained in 
June along with two other journal
ists Under the 14-day detention law, 
is now being held under a new law 
that replaces the notorious Section 
Six of the Terrorism Act.

The other journalists were briefly
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Black unity makes fiasco of soccer tour
above all are the soccer players and 
supporters of South Africa and any
thing designed to promote the sport 
in this country they welcome with 
open arms.”

The tour organizers miscalcu
lated badly, according to Dr. 
Nthato Motlana, chairman of Sowe
to’s Committee of Ten. “They were 
all so bloody arrogant,” he said. 
“They took it for granted that be
cause blacks are crazy about soccer 
they could go ahead and organize 
this tour without asking how we felt 
about it . . . They tried to use the 
tour to put over the lie that soccer 
here is normal and we could not let 
them get away with it.”

While Soweto's three best teams 
boycotted the tour, the mediocre 
AmaZulus were drafted at the last 
moment to play, for a reputed 
$11,000. Only 3,000fans showed up 
at the Soweto stadium that draws 
60,000 for big games, and hundreds 
of them chanted “Go home” at the 
international squad. (Economist, 
July 24, 1982; Sowetan,My 13,19, 
22 and 23, 1982; London Times, 
July 22, 1982; Johannesburg Radio, 
July 18,1982.) □

held under the new interrogation 
law. Section 29 of the Internal Secu
rity Act, and then released. They 
are Quraish Patel, a Natal Daily 
News reporter, and Vas Soni, Dur
ban Post copy editor. Three other 
people were also detained under 
Section 29; Truman Mnguni, Victo- 

•" ria Makgetha and Joyce Makhesi, 
the acting general secretary of the 
Commercial Catering and Allied. 
Workers’ Union.

Section 29 differs from the Ter
rorism Act provision by theoreti
cally providing certain safeguards 
for detainees. However, both sec
tions allow indefinite detention for 
the purpose of interrogation by the 
security police. Section 29, though, 
calls for visits by a magistrate and 
doctor every two weeks, and stipu
lates that the commissioner of po
lice may not hold anyone for more 
than 30 days without giving a reason 
to the Minister of Law and Order. 
(Sowetan, July 8 and 21, 1982; Jo
hannesburg Star, July 17,1982.)

South Africa’s aggressive cam
paign in July to get back into inter
national soccer turned into a fiasco 
when black oi:ganizations and soc
cer teams pulled off a successful 
boycott of the visiting foreign stars.

South Africa was banned from in
ternational competition by the 
world soccer federation in 1976 and 
the tour—following on the heels of 
World Cup soccer, which was not 
even televised in the country for po
litical reasons-^was designed to 
show up the international boycott. 
South African Breweries put up 
$1.6 million to tour a dozen world- 
class players, lured by vast sums 
into breaking the boycott and jeop- 

! ardizing their careers.
But at least 12 black organiza

tions teamed up to persuade Sowe
to’s three top soccer teams and 
thousands of black soccer enthusi
asts to shun the scheduled matches 
against the internationals.
. The success of the boycott 
stunned white South Africans, 
whose government radio had said: 
“For the black people of South Af
rica in particular this tour is a mo
mentous and joyous occasion. They

• The South African government 
announced in July an early release 
program for some political pris
oners, but many black and white 
critics believe the policy is a “pub
licity stunt” aimed at impressing 
world opinion.

Initially, the authorities said 
some prisoners would be paroled— 
reversing the no-parole policy for 
people convicted of a wide array of 
political offenses—but later 
changed parole to “remissions of 
sentence” and “conditional re
leases.”

At least a dozen Robben Island 
prisoners were released on those 
terms but only “those who have co
operated and shown that they have 
in fact turned their backs on 
crime,” according to Justice Minis
ter Kobie Coetsee.

Tom Manthata, secretary of So
weto’s Committee of Ten, said, 
“This means that there is a danger 
of those who are released being gov
ernment puppets.”

The Black Sash service organiza
tion charged that the released pris
oners had nearly completed their 
sentences. Mrs. Joyce Harris said 
the press and the public were being 
“cheated and misled.” (Johannes
burg Star, July 3 and 17, 1982; So- 
wetan,Su\y Band 15,1982.)'

eigners by the South African gov- 
fernment and barred from re-enter
ing South Africa.

Charles Nqakula, acting presi
dent of the Media Workers’ Associ
ation of South Africa, and Malusi 
Mpumlwana, a former activist who 
is now studying for the priesthood, 
were declared “prohibited immi
grants” in July and ordered to ob
tain visas to enter South African ter
ritory. There is little hope that the 
two men, who were banned until 
earlier this year, will be granted vi
sas. They are thus effectively ban
ished to Zwelitsha black township 
near Kingwilliamstown, because in 
order to reach other parts of Ciskei 
they would have to traverse South 
African territory.

Mpumlwana said he believes the 
move is calculated to force him to 
go overseas to complete his studies. 
(New York Times, July 18,1982; Jo
hannesburg Star, July 17, 1982; So
wetan, Ju\y 14,1982.)

Ciskei security police have de
tained an official of the black Gen
eral Workers’ Union, David Than- 
dani. (Sowetan, July 23,1982.)

• A Lutheran lay preacher who 
died in security police custody in 
the Venda homeland last year had 
been brutally beaten to death, an in
quest found in July.

Tshifiwa Muofhe, 28, was said to 
have suffered severe injuries to the 
brain, arms, legs, kidneys, chest, 
back, buttocks, abdomen and geni
tals. An autopsy showed he died 
from “blood loss secondary to 
widespread bruising and hemor
rhage,” and doctors testified that 
death was caused by “extensive use 
of blunt force.”

Muofhe was one of several 
churchmen and others held without 
trial by Venda security police for in
terrogation about an armed attack 
on a police station last August. The 
police had said Muofhe died when 
he leaped from a truck in an attempt 
“to escape or commit suicide.” 
(London Guardiam, July 21, 1982; 
London Times, July 20, 1982.)

• The head of the black journalists’ 
union and a former activist, both 
living in the “independent” Ciskei 
homeland, have been declared for-
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1^' tegrated national army and former 
guerrillas of Nkomo’s Zimbabwe 
People’s Revolutionary Army 
(ZIPRA). Their activities and the 
measures taken against Nkomo and 
other ZAPU officials earlier in the 
year have heightened the split be
tween ZANU, whose base of sup
port lies with the Shona people, and 
ZAPU, mainly composed of Nde- 
bele people.

Blame for the late June abortive 
armed attack on the Harare homes 
of Mugabe and Minister of Supplies 
Enos Nkala was ascribed by the 
government to ZAPU. “ZAPU was 
responsible, therefore the inference 
can be drawn that Nkomo was re
sponsible.” Mugabe said.

Less clear to observers was who 
was behind other acts of violence in 
late July, including the murders of 
three British tourists in the Inyanga 
area, and the sabotage attack on the 
Thornhill air base in which at least 
five aircraft were destroyed. There 
was speculation that because of the 
sophistication of the weapons used 
in the attack on the air base, it was 
the work of disgruntled whites, or 
possibly South African-inspired.
The bodies of the tourists were 
found in an area that had not been 
affected by dissident activity, most 
of which had been concentrated 
earlier on in Matabeleiand, Nko
mo’s stronghold.

In late July, two American, two 
British and two Australian tourists 
were kidnapped on the road front ^ 
Victoria Falls to Bulawayo, and a ^ 
ransom note demanding the release 
of the jailed former ZIPRA com
manders was signed, “ZIPRA 
forces.” And in early August, gun
men believed to be dissident former 
guerrillas and Nkomo supporters 
attacked a military base at Mrewa,
40 miles from Harare, killing an offi
cer and stealing weapons.

Meanwhile, Mugabe has ruled 
,out the possibility of forming a one- 
party state during his current term 
of office, calming fears that the sys
tem would be imposed in the near 
future to effectively eliminate 
ZAPU. Mugabe said ZANU would 
contest the 1985 elections on a one- 
party platform (see abo page 4). (Fi
nancial Times, August 10, 1982; 
London Times, August 4 and 10, 
1982; London Guardian, July 30 
and August S, 1982.)

Most of the 4.9 million tons of South 
African maize was sold to Japan but 
a substantial part went to several 
African countries. This year, how
ever, South Africa’s crop is way 
down from last yem’s record har
vest, 8.4 million-tons compared to 
14.6.

The idea behind U.S.-South Af
rica co-operation would be to de
velop more export markets,^nd to 
prevent “disruptive competition” 
among an informal club w\iich 
would include France and Argen
tina as the other members. Talks 
were held in July between Bill Mul
lins, American Com Growers’ As
sociation president, who was the 
guest of the National Maize Pro
ducers’ Organization, and the orga
nization’s head. Dr. Piet Gouws.

Mullins said that “better export 
realization would immensely help” 
American fanpers and could lead to 
“more ordetly grain-export ef
forts.” (Financial Times, July 22, 
1982; Johannesburg Star, July 17, 
1982; Christian Science Monitor, 
July 12,1982.)

• The Rev. Frank Chikane, an Ap
ostolic Faith Mission Church priest, 
was freed from security police de
tention in July after 230 days in jail.

On his detention last November, 
Chikane was suspended by church 
authorities, for “political involve
ment” and stripped of his duties at 
his Kmgersdorp church. (Sowetan, 
July 12,1982.)

^' • The banned African National
■ Congress, which has carried out 

sporadic sabotage attacks in South 
' - Africa, intends to “heighten thtf in

tensity” of those attacks and en
gage “the enemy face to face.”

This was the message delivered 
by the ANC president, Oliver 
Tambo, during his recent tour of 
front-line African states, whjpfh re
portedly urged the liberation orga
nization to step up its armed stmg- 
gle.

Tambo spoke of “more and fnore 
confrontation with the enemy,” and 
warned whites to resist increased 
recmitment into the South African 
army because they then “become 
part of the enemy forces.”

Armed struggle has so far been 
only one small part of the ANC’s 
efforts. Its primary aim is seen as 
mobilizing and politicizing as broad 
a front as possible among all races.

The front-line states’ appeal for 
further military action was reflected 
in criticism in July by the Zimbab
wean government national newspa
per. The Herald said the ANC and 
the Pan-Africanist Congress had 
failed to make “real efforts” to 
overthrow the government. It said 
most South Africans were “ripe for 
revolution” and needed guns. 
“What might not be ready,” said 
the newspaper, “is the leadership of 
the liberation movements, who 
seem to bfe spending most of their 
time galloping from one capital to 
another.” (Johannesburg Star, July 
17, 1982; Kenya Sunday Nation, 
June 27 and July 11, 1982; Zim
babwe Herald, June 21,1982.)

Zimbabwe
• Prime Minister Robert Mugabe 
met with Joshua Nkomo, leader of 
the Zimbabwe African People’s Un
ion (ZAPU) in early August in an 
attempt to formulate a joint initia
tive to counter the increasing wave 
of violence plaguing Zimbabwe. The 
■meeting between the two men was 
the first since Nkomo was sacked 
from his position in the government 
as Minister Vt-ithout portfolio in 
February. After holding discus
sions with Mugabe, Nkomo said, “1 
am glad the meeting took place. It 
was a good sign for the future.” He 
added that a meeting of the Zim
babwe African National Union 
(ZANU) and ZAPU central com
mittees would be held.

The discussions between the two 
former allies was seen as an indica
tion that it was unlikely that Nkomo 
would be arrested in the near future, 
as some hardliners in the govern
ment and in ZANU have been urg- 

Nkomo’s ZAPU had been 
blamed as responsible for the in
creasingly serious security situation 
in the country, as the so-called “dis
sidents” carrying out robbing, loot
ing and murder in the rural areas are 
alleged to be deserters from the in-

• There may soon be co-operation 
between the U.S. and South Africa 
in developing new markets for the 
export of maize (com).

Last year. South Africa was the 
world’s sixth largest maize ex- 
fiorter, behind the U.S., Canada, 
the EEC, Argentina and Australia.

mg.
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ATTENTION READERS!
Please spend a few minutes to complete this questionnaire so that we can create an even better magazine for you. If 
you don’t want to cut up your magazine, we suggest you photocopy this pdge and enter your answers on the copy. 
Each annual subscription to AFRICA REPORT is subsidized in the amount of $20. This makes it far and away the 
largest program funded by the African-American Institute from general support funds—money which must be 
raised each year. For this reason if no other, we must be sure we are producing a piagazine which meets our 
readers’ needs. We therefore ask you to spend a few minutes answering the questionnaire. Your replies will help 
us to refashion the magazine according td your interests.

I. Name and address: (optional)

2. Nationality: > ,

3. My interest in Africa is: professional □ work-related □ educational □
; : ethnic □ other (specify) □

4.1 obtained this copy by: subscription □ purchase of a single copy □ 
other (specify) □

5.1 (do) (do not) read other Africa-related publications regularly. If affirmative, please list:

6. The following features of AFRICA REPORT interest me most (number, with 4 most interesting):
“African Update” □
Articles on U.S. policy □
Articles on the politics of individual African countries □
Articles on broad themes such as agriculture, wQmen, refugees □
Interviews with African leaders □
African culture □
Travel in Africa □
Other (specify) □ ’

7. The regions of Africa that interest me most in the order indicated: Northern □ Eastern □ Western □ Southern 
□ Central □

8. “African Update” (is) (is not) useful and interesting to me because:

9.1 find the articles in “African Update” (more useful) (less useful) (about the same) as the feature-length articles ^-
in AFRICA REPORT. '

10.1 (would) (woqjd not) continue to read AFRICA REPORT if the ‘"African Update” section were no longer 
published.

11. AFRICA REPORT could be improved by:
-..-i

12. AFRICA REPORT articles are about 3,000 words in length. I find this: 
too long □ too short □ about right □

13. Articles are written in a serious but not academic manner. 1 find them in general: too heavy □ too light □ about 
right □

4

14. While a few articles present a strong case, most are bnlanced and analytical. They are in general: too biasedO 
too balanced □ about right □

IS. Additional comments:

V.,'

Ve thank you for your cooperation in taking the time to fill out our questionnaire. Please return it to:
AFRICA REPORT Survey 
African-American Institute 
833 United Nations Plaza 
New York, N.Y. 10017

*•* ^
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ANGOLA/CONGO/ZAIRE

An African Triangle
*.

BY ALEXANDRE MBOUKOU /
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lions of Zaire’s new involve’ment with 
Angolan dissident groups. The Mobutu 
government may consider that the 
Luanda regime has too many problems 
to be able to survive. It would also ap
pear that the Angolans seem to have 
tprgott^n Robert Frost’s advice that 
g^M wi^ls make good neighbors.

There is n6' doubt that these suspi
cions are being fueled by the lingering 
impact of ideological differences and 
competing foreign interests. The his
tory of the ielatibns between the thi^e 
countries has clearly demonstrated that 

. breaking agreements has been much 
V^ier than keeping them. Together 
with its vast mineral wealth, the 
strategic importance of central equato
rial Africa represents a major incentive , 
for foreign-power rivalry. First, there is 
East-West hpstility; second is the much 
less publicized rivalry within the West
ern camp. ’

To get a tiue picture of the signifi
cance ol'fhe Soviet Union’s uncondi
tional support for the People’s Move
ment for .,the'Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) and its government through 
the proxy efforts of Cuba, one has to 
look beyond the geopolitical consid- - 
erations.

The defeat of Patrice Lumu^a and

A fter more than a decade of 
I\. ideological arid even military 
confrontation, the leaders of Angola. 
Congo, and Zaire have in recent years 
^patently decided that only when there 

-ySs peaceful coexistence at the regional 
level can they hope to achieve social 
and economic development. The major 
determinants of this development in 
equatorial Africa have been the leading 
role played by Congolese presidents, 
particularly the late Marien Ngouabi. 
who strongly believed that a good- 
neighbor policy was the most viable in
strument for fighting regional poverty 
and foreign exploitation; the coriciliat- 
oiy moods of Zairian President Sese 

, Seko Mobutu, dictated by a sense of 
African nationalism and a quest for 
leadership in equatorial Africa; and the 
willingness of Angolan President 
Agostlnho Neto and his successor^dose 
Eduardo dos Santo's, to participate in 
reconciliatory talks.

t

Amarican oil companiaa doing 
buainasa In Angola lobblad Congraaa 
to oppoaa rapaal ol tha Clark 
Amandmant

The process has not been easYi- The 
painstaking efforts that finally led to 
this development in 1978 had to over
come competing ideological, national, 
and foreign interests. These contradic
tions were responsible for the ups and 
downs in Congo-Zaire relations and 
Zaire-Angola relations.

Although the three states have now 
succeeded in-.setting in motion a good- 
neighbor policy, there remains an obvi
ous question to be answered; "How 
long will this last?" This question is all 

‘ the more pertinent because suspicion 
persists, jtarticularly between Angola 
and Zaire. Left;wing%rtuguese news
papers have reported detailed allega-

Alexandre Mboukou is from the Peoples' 
Republic of the Congo. He teaches at the 
Career Education Institute, University of 

' the District of Columbia. He is also vice- 
president of the Organization for African , 
Development. •
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calling for direct talks with the Reagan 
administration to sort out problems 
between Angola and the United States 
and thus pave the w*y for the normali
zation of relations, a number of other- 
factors have appeared. American co^ ■ 
porate executives have intensified tteir 
campaign efforts to caution the Reagan 
administration on its j^frican and An
golan policies. In the October- 
December period, American oil com
panies doing business in Angola, 
mainly Gulf Oil and Texaco, had lob
bied Congress to oppose repeal of the 
Clark Amendment. Gulf Oil and 
Texaco received the strong backing of a 
number of inteipiationally renowned 
I. rporations. sudi as Bechtel and the .. - 
Chase Manhattan Bank. In fact, before « 
David Rockefeller retired in April as 
chairman of the Chase Manhattan 
Bank, he sent a letter to theReagan ad
ministration in which he expressed the 
apprehension of many U.S. corporate 
executives about key elements of U.S. 
policy on Angola. He also stated that 
leaders of left-wing regimes in Africa 
such as Angola, Guinea, and Zim
babwe have been disillusioned by the 
lack of economic support from the 
Soviet Union and the strings attached to . 
any kind of Soviet aid and feel that they • ' 
have much greater opportunities 
working with the West than with the 
Soviets. Despite the lack of diplomatic 
relations between the United States and 
Angola, visits by American represen
tatives to Luanda, Angola’s capital, 
have become routine, and Angolan 
government officials are regularly seen » 
in New York corporate offices.

Second, faced with these strong 
pressures from the corporate world, the ^ 
Reagan administration has started to - * 
use the Namibian settlement talks to 
engage in a dialogue with the MPLA 
government. Its objectives in this re
gard are twofold; first, to link the with
drawal of Cuban tr^ps from the An
golan soil with the settlement of the 
Namibian issue although the Angolan 
government insists that the Cuban pres
ence is necessary to counter incursions 
by South African troops into its terri
tory; second! to bring together the 
MPLA and UNITA,in order to reach a 
political settlement.

That the dialogue is bearing results 
was recently evidenced by the ex-

other channels.'’ These and like com
ments tend to lend credibility to allega
tions of U.S. subversion made by the 
Angola News Agency (ANGOP). In 
March 1982 ANGOP reported that 
COMIRA was formed in close cdllab- 
oration between the Reagan adminis
tration and Savi^i’s UNITA as a re
placement for the FLNA and was 
readying 2,000 men in northern An
gola.

his forces in Zaire '(then Congo- 
Kinshas'a) in the early l«60s dealt a 
deathblow to the attempts by the 
Soviets at establishing a strong foothold 
in central equatorial Africa. In those 
days, the Soviet Unian did not have a 
friend in the region. But by the 1970s, 
the' geopolitical scene had changed.
CongofBrazzaville) was a declared ally ■ 
of the socialist bloc, providing the 
Soviets with logistical support for their 
assistance to the MPLA forces and gov
ernment in taking political control of 
Angola.

On the other hand, American support ■
. for the two major factiondJ.^oups op

posed to the MPLA, namely the Front 
for the National Liberation of Angola 
(FLNA) and the National Union for 
the Total independence of Angola 
(UNITA), must be viewed as an at
tempt to repeat the victory that the Ken
nedy administration had scored against 
Soviet adventurism in Zaire in the early 
1960s. Although the Ford administra
tion failed in similar efforts in the early 

. 1970s and the Carter administration ac
cepted the status quo in" Angola in the 
mid-1970s, the Reagan administration 
has attempted to rekindle these same 

*T*ff6rts on a larger scale. It has sought 
repeal of the Clark Amendment, chan
neled financial and military assistance 

' to UNITA, and encouraged the forma
tion of opposition groups, such as the 
Military Committee for Angolan Re
sistance (COMIRA), to replace the 
defunct FLNA.

A great controversy has surrounded 
the Clark Amendment, which bars U.S. 
military involvement in Angola. The 
Reagan Administration argues that the 
amendment improperly ties the presi
dent’s hands in formulating and con
ducting foreign polipy. It blames the 
measure for the failure of the Ford and 

' Carter administrations to dislodge the 
Soviets and Cubans from Angola. Al
though the Reagan administration has 

’ failed to get Congress to repeal the 
amendment, it is seriously thinking of 
extendingi«cognition to Jonas 

■ Savimbi’s UNITA to force a political
f . showdown in Angola, by creating a 

military stalemate. In January 1982 in 
Rabat, Morocco, Savimbi said,
“Material help is not dependent on nor 
hmited by the Clark Amendment. A

-great country like the United States has by President Jos6 Eduardo Dos Santos,

Aside from the East-West rivalry 
there are also contradictions within the 
Western camp. Relations between 
Congo and Zaire, in particular, have 
sometimes suffered from the competi
tion between American and French 
interests. In the 1961-63 period, Congo 
supported the Katanga secessionist 
movement to safeguard French mining 
interests. The Kennedy administration 
was vehemently opposed to this seces
sionist effort, being in full support of. 
the central government in Kinshasa. In 
1968 the American 'government en
couraged Zaire to create a new political , 
and economic organization, the Union 
of Central African States (UEAC), 
thereby seeking to curtail the strong 
French influence in the region. This or
ganization had as one of its primary 
aims the dismantling of the Union 
Economique et Douaniere de I’Afrique 
Centrale (UDEAC), a customs and ec
onomic union left by the French, and 
binding together the former French col
onies of Cameroon, Chad, Central Af
rican Republic. Congq^ and Gabon. 
President Mobutu’s efforts were 
short-lived partly because of the strong 
French pressures upon the Central Atri- 

Republif and Chad, the only two 
countries that had agreed to join 
UEAC.

There are threats to the efforts of An
gola, Congo, and Zaire to maintain 
good relations. Because the MPLA 
authorities are so hard pressed by South 
African attacks, they may call upon the 
Soviet Union for more arms supplies 
and Cuba for more troops. Congo 
would probably provide logistical sup
port for reasons of ideological and 
geopolitical solidarity. Also threaten
ing is the reemergence of the politics of 
accusation and counter-accusation 
between Congo and Zaire.

Since a December 10, 1981 speech

can

i *•
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government of national unity. As a re
sult an atmosphere of open confronta
tion, including name calling over the 
radio airwaves, developed between the 
two countries. Authorities in Braz
zaville, whose revolution was only one 
year old. were extremely concerned 
about the impact of Moise Tshombe. In 
Kinshasa, on the other hand, leaders 
were worried about the impact of Braz- 
zaville's assistance to the Simba 
(Lumumbist) forces in Zaire. The 
Tshombe government, in an apparent 
effort to put more political and eco
nomic pressure upon leaders in Braz
zaville, expelled Congolese residents in 
Kinshasa in August 1964.

The third period. 1965-6^, was one 
of accommodation made possible by 
two major developments.' First, there 
were the efforts of the'authorities in 
BrazMville to assist then Colonel 
jfeeph Mobutu iji consolidating his 
People's Revolution Movement (MPR) 
in the aftermath of his successful coup 
against the Kasavubu-Tshombe gov
ernment in November 1965. Second, 
Mobutu launched a campaign, rever
berating with strong expressions of Af
rican nationalism, aimed at winning ac
ceptance in Africa and consolidating

United Nations, it mustered the support 
of the moderate Monrovia Group 
against the Lumumba government, 
which had the support of the radical 
Casablanca Group and the socialist 
countries. Congo was a bastion for the 
defense of Western ideas and interests 
against the "forces of 'communism" 
and Soviet adventurism in black Africa. 
Regarding Zaire, Youlou sought to pre
serve and promote French and Belgian 
mining interests by providing support 
to the Katange.se secessionist move
ment under the leadership' of Moise 
Tshombe against the central govern
ment in Kinshasa. Zaire.

The second period, 1963-65, coin
cided with a drastic ideological switch 
in both countries. The arrival of the 
Massamba-Debat government to power 
in Brazzaville (Congo), after the 
"Three Glorious Days Revolution" 
against the Youlou government in 
1963, did not change the state of un
friendly relations between Congo and 
Zaire. The new government in Braz
zaville turned Congo into a radical so
cialist state. In Kinshasa meanwhile. 
President Joseph Kasavubu recalled 
Moise Tshombe, the former Katangese 
secessionist leader, from exile to form a

' change of two Russian pilots held pris
oner by UNIT A for two unnamed 
Americans held captive by tlW MPLA 
government. In addition to'^s ex
change, the Reagan administratrtm sent 
representatives in March 1982\o a 
conference ' organized by \he 
Georgetown Center for Strategic and 
International Studies and attended by 
an official Angolan delegation led by 
Dr. Jose Victor de Carvalho, governor 
of the Central Bank of Angola. These 
types of contacts led the Soviet Union 
early in January 1982 to warn ah An
golan delegation in Moscow of an 
American plot to return the African na
tion to the American sphere of influ
ence.

The Peoples’ Republic of the Congo, 
whose leadership is becoming increas
ingly pragmatic, is determined to see 
that the good-neighbor policy the three 
countries have set in motion does not 
falter. As recently as February of this 
year, the Congolese government of
fered its capital. Brazzaville, to serve as 
a meeting place for Angolan and South 
African delegations. The Angolan 
delegation, which was led by the de
fense minister, asked the South African 
delegation to ease military tension in 
southwest Angola, where South Afri
can attacks on SWAPO's camps have 
been concentrated. On the other hand, 
the South African delegation, which in
cluded senior army generals, asked the 
MPLA to put pressure on SWAPO to 
maintain a low profile while the current 
diplomacy over Namibia continues.

Congo-Zaire relations have been 
marked by perennial fiare-ups. Differ
ences resulting from competing ideo
logical. national, and foreign interests 
have, to a large degree, been the major 
determinants of this state of affairs. 
Idiosyncratic leadership and immatu
rity in diplomatic matters, as seen in the 
radio war of words, have been addi
tional factors.

Relations between Congo and Zaire 
can be divided into five major periods, 
reflecting political vicissitudes and 
leadership changes within both coun
tries. In the 1960-63 period, whiqh 
epitomized the height of the Cold War. 
the Congolese government, under the 
leadership of President Abbe Fulbert 
Youlou, carried on a two-front fight ■ 
against the government of Zaire. At t|)e

Congolese President Ssssou-Nguesso (/eft) with Zsireen President moduiu: 
Relations between the two countries once suffered from competing French and
American interests

.r--'
AFRICA REPORT • September-October 1982



thorities that peaceful coexistence and 
cooperation, rather than military con
frontation, were in their best interests.

Zaire’s dealings with Angola, like 
those with Congo, have had their ups 
and downs. The relationship has been 
marked by repeated attempts by one 
party (Zaire in particular) to out- 
maneuver the other. Although Con
golese support for its ideological ally, 
the MPLA, was uneven until 1975, the 
Zairean government had from the onset 
identified its interests with the Bakongo 
element alone. Thus, it consistently 
supported the FLN ' and the Front for' 
the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave 
(FLiC). The only exception was the 
1964-65 period, when Prime Minister 
Moise Tshombe curtailed FLNA ac
tivities because of his close ties with the 
Portuguese in Angola and white settlers 
in Zaire.

While some crises in Zaire-Angola 
relations have been based on assess
ment of their respect^e broad national 
interests, others hav^been linked to 
ideological issues. Throughout the An
golan liberation struggle against Por
tuguese colonial rule, Zaire sought to 
further the leadership of Holden 
Roberto and the FLNA. This included 
even those periods when efforts were 
being made by Presidents Marien 
Ngouabi, Kenneth Kaunda (Zambia), 
Julius Nyerere (Tanzania), and Sese 
Seko Mobutu himself to reconcile the ■ 
various factions of the Angolan libera
tion movement.

To be sure,^ Zaire had two major 
stakes in a FLNA victory. First, such a 
victory would guarantee Zaire assured 
access to the Benguela railroad, and, 
Zairean leaders hoped, preferential 
tariff treatment. Second, it would allow 
Zaire to play a “big brother" role, en
hancing its hopes for leadership in 
central equatorial Africa. Although 
ethnic sentiments and ties (Bakongo 
solidarity) dictated Zaire's uncondi
tional support for Holden. Roberto and 
the FLNA during President Kasavubu’s 
term in office, considerations much 
more political in nature influenced the 
decisions for continued support for the 
FLNA during Mobutu’s presidency. In 
1963 Zaire asked the MPLA to close its 
office in Kinshasa, following the for
mation and recognition by Zaire of the 
Republic Government of Angola in

his power. As a result of these two de
velopments, an atmosphere of greater 
harmony emierged between Brazzaville
and Kinshasa. It was reported that the 
Congolese government sent represen- ■ 
tatives of their Youth for the National 
Movement of the Revolution (JMNR) 
to Kinshasa to help give Mobutu’s coup 
a truly revolutionary character.

The politics of accommodation was 
abruptly brought to an ^d by the 
Mulele affbir in August 1968.

!• The next period, 1968-73, was 
characterized by bad faith in negotia
tions, accompanied by accusations aifd 
counteraccusations. In 1968 the Mo- 

•* butu government executed Pierre Mu- 
lele, the former Simba rebellion leade^ 

I - in Kwilu province, after the authorities 
in Brazzaville had persuaded him to 
return to Kinshasa. The action violated 
the assurances of safe conduct for 
lele given to the Congolese government 
by the Zairean Foreign Minister, Justin 
Bomboko. The incident prompted em
barrassed Congolese authorities to 
break ties with Zaire. In announcing the 
decision. President Marien Ngouabi 
stated that his government’s dignity and 
honor had been deeply offended by the 
bad faith and treachery of the Kinshasa 
authorities. In March 1970, in the af
termath of the unsuccessful coup at
tempt by Lieutenant Kikanga in Braz
zaville, the Congolese leaders accused 
the Zairean government of plotting 
their overthrow. In August 1971, the 
Zairean government accused the Con
golese authorities of involvement in 
communist'subversion in Zaire.

The final period, 1973 to the present, 
has seen attempts by Congo and Zaire 
to maintain good-neighbor policy. 
These attempts have been frustrated, 
however, by fhe Angolan factor and by 
various sporadic incidents. In April 
1976, Zairean troops attacked a village 
on the island of Mbamou on the Congo 
River, capturing 47 Congolese fisher
men. When the captured villagers were 
returned several days later. President 
Mobutu blamed the attack on undisci
plined elements. Whatever significance 
the incident may have had was blown 
out of proportion by suspicions result
ing from the two countries’ respective 
support for two of the rival factions 
in Angola. While Zaire backed the 
FNLA, Congo supported the MPLA.

President dos Santos has called for 
direct talks with the Reagan 
administration to work out problems in 
Angola-U.S. relations

Following unsuccessful earlier at
tempts at reconciliation by their central 
African neighbors. Presidents Ngouabi 
and Mobutu agreed to normalize rela
tions. The agreement called for the 
restoration of normal traffic across the 
river between Brazzaville and Kinsh
asa, the resumption of economic, trade, 
and cultural ties, and the exchange^ of 
ambassadors. These developments 
created a climate for the eventual nor
malization of relations between Zaire 
and Angola. The economic interdepen
dence of the two capitals, which face 

another across the Congo River, 
and the desire of people on both sides to 
maintain their traditional ties have con
tributed to the rapprochement.

Zairean authorities realize that de
spite its small size, Congo has a 
superior, better trained, more disci
plined army. The embarrassing retreat 
of Zairean troops in their attempts to in
vade the Boko and Mindouli regions of 
Congo convinced the Zairean au-

one
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with the implementation of agreements 
on military security. In October 1979 
Mobutu belatedly enforced his promise 
to expel Holden Roberto, the FLNA, 
and FLEC forces from Zairean soil.
This was in line with an agreement pro- ■ 
hibiting the provision of political and 
military assistance to their respective 
political opponents and the recruitment 
of refugees for political and military 
purposes. .President Dos Santos recip
rocated the gesture in November 1979 
with the expulsion of General Nathaniel 
Mbumba and his FNLC forces from 
Angola. On December 24, 1979, Zaire 
and Angola signed a monetary agree
ment to promote, bilateral trade, rein
forcing earlier accords on fisheries, 
trade, transport, and fishing. Although 
the reop^ng of the Benguela railroad 
was to be an integral part of these ar
rangements, Zaire has been unable toi 
make flill use of it. This is not because 
of any political machinations on. the 
part of the Angolan government but be
cause of constant attacks on the railroad 
by UNITA forces.

A shared expression of commitment 
to Marxism-Leninism, and efforts by 
one partner to msiximize its own na- J 
tional interests, provide the framework ^ 
of Congolese-Angolan relations. From 
1958 to 1963, when the conservative 
President Youlou was in ppwer. Con- ■ 
golese loyalties went to Holden 
Roberto, mainly because of ethnic 
(Bakongo) solidarity. Since that time

Exile — National Front for the Libera
tion of Angola (GRAE-FLNA) under 
the leadership of Holden, Roberto. 
Ironically, the decision benefitted the 
MPLA in two ways. By moving its 
headquarters to Brazzaville, the or
ganization gained access to the Ango
lan district of Cabinda. Then, at the re
quest of Congo, an OAU investigatory 
subcommittee found that the MPLA 
activities merited OAU funding. In 
1973, Mobutu refused the MPLA au
thorization to cross Zaire from its bases 
in the Peoples’ Republic of the Congo 
into northern Angola, claiming security 
reasons, while at the same time, he 
continued to play an active role in 
negotiations encouraging the MPLA- 
FLNA merger. There were even reports 
that Zairean troops engaged MPLA 
guerrilla troops. Finally, in 1974. 
Mobutu arranged for Holden Roberto to 
meet General Antonio da Spinola to 
negotiate the decolonization of Angola. 
This was in 'flagrant violation of the 
agreement reached between Mobutu 
and the presidents of Zambia. Tan
zania, Rwanda, and Burundi, with 
OAU endorsement, which prohibited 
separate negotiations with Lisbon until 
unity had first been achieved among the 
liberation movements. That same year, 
it became evident that President 
Mobutu had consistently given support 
to the FLEC. According to Africa 
Contemporary Record (1974-75), 
President Mobutu’s Angolan policy 
was threefold; to achieve unity among . 
the liberation movements in a manner . 
that strengthened Holden Roberto’s 
position, to ensure a dOminant role for 
Zaire in an independeivt Angola, and to 
annex oil-rich Cabinda. The latter as
pect of fli?r-policy caused serious con- 
llicts between President Mobutu and 
his protdge, Holdep Roberto.

These developments were ethnically 
and politically inspired. With the pos
sible exception of the Shaba invasions, 
others that have taken place since 1976 
have had an ideological basis. During 
this phase, competition increased 
among foreign powers seeking to 
maintain or carve out spheres of influ
ence. To counter the growing Cuban 
presence and Soviet military arms 
shipments to Angola, estimated at $106 
million in 1976, the United States and 
China stepped up their military assis

tance to the FLNA and UNITA through 
Zaire. Total U.S. military assistance 
was estimated at $32 million in4975, 
with most going to the FLNA. Duttog 
this period there were reports that Zai
rean troops had joined FLNA forces 
fighting the MPLA government.

This ideological struggle reached a 
climax in 1977 when the MPLA leader
ship decided to provide support to Gen
eral Nathaniel Mbumba and his Na
tional Front for the Liberation of the 
Congo (FNLC) in their efforts to topple 
Mobutu’s government. Zaire’s uncon
ditional support for the FLNA against 
the established government in Luanda 
had backfired. The two invasions of 
Zaire’s Shaba province by the Angola- 
based FNLC in 1977 and 1978 were 
counterstrategies by Luanda to ease the 
military and security pressures repre
sented by the FLNA and UNITA.

Persistent conciliation by the Con- 
golese, Zambian, and Tanzanian presi
dents paved the way for the normaliza
tion of relations between Angola and 
Zaire in July 1978.

Since the 1978 Brazzaville agree
ment. relations between Zaire and An
gola have been based upon a good- 
neighbor policy. President Neto paid an 
official visit to Kinshasa in August 
1978. President Mobutu reciprocated 
the gesture in October 1978 with his 
visit to Luanda. The talks between the 
two presidents resulted in the creation 
of a permanent commission charged

» ’
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The late Angolan President Neto {left) with Congolese President Sassou-Nguessp: 
“Congo’s leadership becoming increasingly pragmatic”
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Zaire could then be expected to provide 
logistical support to COMIRA and 
UNITA forces, whereas Congo will 
continue to back the MPLA govern
ment.

ferendum. Uter in the year, however. 
President Ngouabi decisively swung 
his support behind the MPLA’s role in 
Cabinda, stating that Congo would 
intervene to aid the MPLA in Cabinda if 
mercenaries entered the enclave. Since 
then relations between the Congo and 
the MPLA have been consistently 
good. The transshipment of Soviet 
arms and Cuban troops to Angola to 
support the MPLA was effected from 
Pointe-Noire. In October 1976 Presi
dent Ngouabi paid a visit to Luanda to 
discuss bilateral relations and a 
friendship treaty. His successor. Presi
dent Yhombi-Opango, joined President 
Neto in Cabinda; where both signed a 
cooperative agreement in September 
1978. Thus, Congo was guaranteed an 
ideological ally and a geopolitical 
“comrade” who might be called upon 
for assistance in case of a threat of inva
sion from Zaire.

Several conclusions can be drawn 
regarding the triangular relationships 
between Angola, Congo, and Zaire. 
The fate of a good-neighbor policy 
between these three countries remains

Congo has consistently supported the 
MPLA on grounds of ideological sol
idarity. This expression of open support 
first became evident in late 1963 when 
Congolese authorities allowed the 
MPLA leaders to move their head
quarters from Kinshasa to Brazzavillfc 
after Zaire’s recognition Of Holden 
Roberto’s GRAE-FLNA. A year later, 
this support was evident in Congo’s 
successful request for an OAU investi
gation to determine whether the MPLA 
deserved OAU funding. In 1966, the 
Congolese government allowed the 
Cuban military forces then on its soil to 
train MPLA guerrillas.

But whether under Massamba- 
Debat’s or Ngouabi’s regimes, the 
leading cause of upward and downward 
swings in Congo-Angola relations has 
been the Cabinda issue. The Angolan

A change of administration in , 
Washington in 1984 would bring more 
hope to the good-neighbor policy. A 
less conservative administration would 
be' more likely to listen to the views of 
what a recent article in the New York 
Times called “a critical coterie on 
foreign policy.” According to the arti
cle, there is a new generation of leaders 
in Washington, many of whom served 
in the Peace Corps and who are ar
ticulating their views on foreign policy 
issues. Most of these new lawmakers 
are liberal Democrats who are opposed 
to the foreign policy of the Reagan ad
ministration and strongly favor what 
they regard as President Carter’s posi
tive start. In April 1982 one of these 
lawmakers. Senator Paul Tsongas 
(D-Mass.), was quoted as saying, 
“You can’t live in a village for two 

and think that the people see

^ enclave borders Congo and Zatre. Its 
elite have been trained in Brazzaville 
and Kinshasa. It has ethnic ties with 
both Zaire and Congo (the Vili popula
tion in Congo and Cabinda and the 
Bayumbe population in Zaire and 
Cabinda). It possesses considerable oil 
wealth: consequently, Cabinda has at
tracted the annexationist eyes of both 
Congo and Zaire, further worsening 
relations between Congo and the 
MPLA, and between Zaire and the 
FLNA. This is the contextual frame
work within which the political man
euvers of the Congolese leaders can be 
best understood.

At th* same time that the authorities 
in Brazzaville were giving help to the 
MPLA, they also allowed the Cabinda 
separatists to organize on their terri
tory. They sometimes slowed arm 
shipments to the MPLA to give the 
FLEC forces time to recoup. This ex
plains why until 1975 Dr. Augusto 
Tchioufou, leader of one separatist fac
tion of FLEC staunchly supported by 
the ZaWean government, continued at 
the same time to receive help from 
Brazzaville. It has been alleged that the 
MPLA was implicated in the unsuc- 

. cessful idtraleftist push against the gov
ernment of President Marien Ngouabi 
in 1972.

In April 1975 Congolese Prime 
Minister Henri Lopes said, “Cabinda 
exists as a reality and is historically and 
geographically different from ^An
gola.” He subsequently proposed a re

years
themselves in an East-West context. It 
never came up. So when Ronald Rea
gan tells me that the Ethiopians are 
Marxists, it’s like me telling Ted Wil
liams the fine points of batting.”

Beyond the impact of domestic po
litical vicissitudes in the three countries 
and leadership changes in the United' . 
States and the Soyiet Union, tb^ifrail 
fate of the good-neighbor policy set in 
motion by Angola, Congo, and Zaire 
will also depend on the strength of the 
“African spirit of togetherness.” This 
is not just a question of the three con
cerned countries alone. It also involves 
the other states in central equatorial 
Africa and even beyond. In the 
Congo-Zaire context, the reconciliat- . 
ory efforts of the presidents of Came
roon, Central African Republic, and 
Gabon were crucial. In the Angola- 
Zaire context, on the other hand, there 
were the efforts of the presidents of 
Tanzania (Julius Nyerere), Zambia 
(Kenneth Kaunda), and Congo (Marien 
Ngouabi) to help bring peace in equa
torial Africa. To what extent this “Af
rican spirit of togetherness” will pre
vail may depend upon the .continued 
awareness among African leaders of the 
famous dictum; “When the elephants 
fight, the grass gets trampled upon.”D

closely contingent upon the big powers. 
The recent exchange of Russian and 
American prisoners between UNITA 
and the MPLA was the result of strong 
pressures by Moscow and Washington 
on their respective proteges, Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi. The outcome of the Namibian 
settlement talks will have an impact on 
relations between the three states. Suc- 

might well result in the eventualcess
withdrawal of Cuban troops from An
gola and lead to a rapprochement be
tween Luanda and the West. It is al
ready alleged that Angolan leaders are 
dissatisfied with the Soviets and Cu
bans. Any attempt by Zaire to de
stabilize the Angolan government 
could inhibit Angola’s opening to the 
West. The failure of the Namibian 
negotiators would have an adverse im
pact upon the attempts by the three 
countries to maintain a good-neighbor 
policy. Although the Angolan au
thorities may be dissatisfied with the 
Soviets and Cubans, they would then 
have no choice but to continue to rely 

them, particularly if the United 
States continues to assist and encourage 
UNITA and South Africa in their at
tacks upon the MPLA government.

on
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SOUTH AFRICA

The Disinvestment Debate
--i

BY DAVID WILLERS

infer that to the extent that Americanduring the 1980/81/82 economic cycle 
and the advent of an American admin
istration less likely than its predecessor 
to discourage American trade with 
South Africa, may have excited some 
additional interest among U.S. inves
tors, but until the next batch of figures 
emerges it is difficult to be categoric 
about this.

Meanwhile the attraction of South 
Africa as an investor haven has been 
somewhat tarnished by what many 
American companies refer to as "the 
hassle factor’ ’ — the criticism they face 
at home for investing in this country in 
the first place, coupled with labor and 
other difficulties they sometimes expe
rience in South Africa itself as a result 
of apartheid. ^

The real question should thus be not 
whether the Reagan administration 
“tilt” to South Africa is seen by U.S. 
corporations/as an opportunity for in
creasing invfestment in South Africa but 
rather to what extent the Reagan ad
ministration’s approach succeeds in 
ameliorating the causes of such pres
sure and encourages a sympathetic 
business climate as a whole; and also to 
what extent it is supportive of the con
sensus among the majority of U.S. 
companies of the^need to develop a 
common strategy to use current links in 
South Africa to encourage racial 
change. In general it would be fair to

rjihe question of whether U.S. cor- 
i porations have increased their in
vestment in South Africa in recent years 
is easily answered — it is yes. But al
though the figures (see Table 1) show a 
steady increa^ in investment of a rela
tively modest nature until 1980 (when 
President Reagan came to office), we 
do not jiet know whether the same level 
of increase of new investment has been 
sustained or has even accelerated — 
1981 figures will only be made avail
able in August of this year. The table 
also shows that there has been a real in
crease in reinvestment over the period 
1975 to 1980 and suggests thk notwith
standing the erratic regional and 
domestic political fortunes of the coun
try, that American businessmen appear 
to have been guided in the main ^ 
more parochial considerations of mar
ket opportunity and that their invest
ments over the years have been propor
tionate to this market. Of course the 
twin spurs of the South African boom

companies are relieved of the "hassle 
factor” and remain convinced of the 
medium-term viability of their invest
ments and rightness and effectiveness 
of their corporate social policies in 
South Africa, that there is no reason 
why U.S. investments will not remain.

The issue before the American com
panies is the same as that which affects 
Western exposure in South Africa as a 
whole, which has to do with the conse- 

of the West’s new Africaquences
strategy. Politically, the effect of this 
“rapprochement” has been to force the 
West in a sense to start taking sides — 
to choose between white and black Af
rica. They have been reluctant to do so, 
preferring to treat South Africa with the 
same broad policy brush being wielded 
towards other African countries. The
strategy is triadic in nature; develop
ment aid coupled with powerful dip
lomatic initiatives to resolve regional 
conflict situations. Finally, a continu
ing emphasis on human rights. "The lat
ter is naturally of concern not only be
cause of altruistic considerations but 
because of the implicit danger that 
human rights violations can trigger off 
regional instability. Uganda and the 
then Central African Empire are cases 
in point.

For these reasons, the West is also 
anxious that South Africa moderate its

David Willers is currently research man
ager at the South Africa Foundation and 
previously assistant director of the South 
African Institute of International Affairs. He 

■ was educated at the Universities of Stel
lenbosch and Pretoria. Last year, he vis
ited the United States as a guest of the 
U.S. government.
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^American companies continue to 
exploit apartheid to hold down the 
wages of their employees, and that as 
former U.S. ambassador to South Af
rica, William Bowdler, found, there 
was a growing opposition among im
portant elements in the black commu
nity to continued United States trade 
and investment in South Africa. 
American companies themselves are 
sensitive to sudh criticism, which is one 
reason why they are looking beyond the 
codes at other measures to improve the 
quality of life for blacks.

The choices they face are fairly clear: 
either they believe that disinvestment 
will hasten'an end to apartheid by 
making the government less capable of 
implementing it, or conversely that 
continued investment will have the ef
fect of accelerating the entry of skilled 

'blacks into a growing economy stimu
lated by foreign injections of capital 
and that, as a consequence of such in
terracial attrition, apartheid will wither 
on the bough.

On the whole it is the latter position 
that seems to have been adopted by 
most Western companies; but one 
might argye-thgt, to the extent that they 
have done so, they have merely reso
nated to the changed policy of the West 
generally on South Africa, which in the 
context of its Third World posture has 
sought not to choose sides, but rather to 
reinforce some of the assumptions and 
structural themes upon which change is 
predicated in the Republic itself.

Equally, if these assumptions are not 
valid and change does not occur — 
something which the West and Western 
corporations have put their money and 
their international reputations on — 
then it would be logical to infer that the 
positions might be reversed.

So what are these assumptions and 
themes running through South African 
political life that have encouraged the 
West to take the risks of association 
with the “pariah” that they have?

Again the scenario is by now well 
known. It assumes there will be no , 
change in South Africa without Af
rikaner acquiescense. It further as
sumes that Afrikaner attitudes have 
evolved during the past 60 years from a 
position of anti-capitalism to one of 
pro-capitalism, and that the middle- 

1 class families that the National party of

TABLE 1
U.S. Investments and Equity and Intercompany Account Outflows, 1975-80 

(in millions of dollars)

U.S. DIRECT INVESTSIENT POSITION ABROAD AT YEAR'S END
1977 1978 1979 1980

1,582 1,668 1,792 1,968 1,906

NET CAPITAL OUTFLOWS 
1976 1977

■i

19761975
2,321Soulh Africa

1980197919781975

241 43089967169

Source: U.S. Dept, of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Anaiysis.

honest effort is being made to, move 
away from apartheid? We believe that 
effort is being made and intend to back 
it insofar as it is being made. So con
structive engagement is conditional ob
viously on that movement.” The Rea
gan “tilt” towards South Africa is in , 
point of fact only the same policy car
ried out for many years now by most 
European countries who have favored a 
policy of dialogue with Pretoria, and 
the U.S. has remained reluctant to 
“choose sides" on the grounds that 
Western corporate exposure in South 
Africa does more good than harm. 
Rather than disengage, the emphasis 
was placed on working through West
ern companies to create islands of non
racialism in the divided society and im
prove black lifestyles. Hence the ap
pearance of the different codes of con
duct, e.g., the Sullivan principles and 
the European Economic Community 
(EEC) code, which while setting in
dustrial standards do not however 
specify that these should be accom
panied by political change.

Increasingly, American corporations 
have found that the codes of conduct do 
not in themselves deflect criticism of 
their presence in South Africa. Rather 
the debate hinges now not so much on 
how these American companies treat 
their employees, but whether the very 
presence of American companies and 
American investment strengthens the 
South African government’s capacity 
to sustain apartheid. These arguments 
are well known, as are criticisms of the 
Sullivan principles, that they are 
merely a smokescreen that conceals 
American participation in South Af
rica's military-industrial complex, that

internal policies, which are widely 
viewed as a violation of human rights. 
Not only is there a fear thal regional in
stability resulting from the continued 
application of apartheid might en
danger access to vital raw materials 
(and that the Soviets will exploit the 
situation), but that coritinued associa
tion with South Africa will jeopardize 
Western standing in the Third World 
generally. The problem has been one of 
forging a policy towards the country 
that will encourage change within a sta
ble environment, while simultaneously 
preserving Western interests and av
oiding African charges that they are 
supporting apartheid. There is no ques
tion of disengagement; but rather a 
question of how best to exploit and abet 
moves within the country towards re
form.

Within the Western alliance there 
have in the past been tactical differ
ences of approach stemming from dif
ferent perceptions of African issues — 
the Americans tend to take a more 
globalist view of things, looking at re
gional problems through an East-West 
prism, while the Europeans are more 
regionalist, less linkage orientated, and 
more concerned with the North-South 
debate. President Reagan still takes a 
hard line on the Soviets, but assistant 
secretary of state for African affairs, 
Chester Crocker, has introduced great
er sophistication, stressing the dangers 
of internationalizing disputes, subtly 
blending the American global approach 
with the European regional one. 
Crocker is more explicit than his pre
decessors in dealing with the South Af
rican government: “How can we turn 
our backs at a time when a serious and
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than $1 billion a ye*, much of it in 
foreign investment.

A social problem recognized by the 
government in broader terms has been 
that of black grievances, the argument 
being that unless these are ameliorated, 
foci of anger will result. And here as 
well the response of Western govern
ments and Western corporations has 
been to invest and participate directly in 
projects that improve the black quality 
of life. This is rapidly becoming a tan
dem issue with the implementation of 
the Sullivan principles, and is seen as 
having deeper structural effects on 
apartheid policy inasmuch as one can

van and EEC codes of conduct — es
sential if foreign companies were to 
remain. Labor mobility also meant 
ameliorating a few fundamental tenets 
of apartheid — restrictions such as the 
influx control laws, the Group Areas 
Act, and other measures curbing the 
mobility of blacks would have to be 
lifted. This was a tampering with the 
very guts of apartheid policy, and it has 
largely been the tensions triggered off 
by these seminal insights that led to the 
schism in the National party earlier this 
year. The reasoning on the right is quite 
simple: economic integration will lead 
to political integration, and as the

South Africa represents today are more 
likely to be persuaded by economic ar
guments than narrower Afrikanei tribal 
interests — “An Afrikaner second and 
a South African first" seems to be the 
mood of a growing number of National 
party supporters who realize that they 
cannot sit back and enjoy the fruits of 
absolute control forever and that Af
ricaner domination will have to be 

. ended through negotiation if the whole • 
country is not to go up in flames.

This sociological shift has man
ifested itself in an apparent alliance 
with the English-speaking middle 
class. It also takes cognizance of other 
changed circumstances, namely a per
ception that in the period 1976 to 1978 
fundamental change on the South Afri
can regional scene necessitated a more 
classical approach to what appeared to 

. be an incipient revolutionary situation. 
^ Not only had South Africa's cordon 

sanfaire, the former Portuguese col
onies of Angola and Mozambique, 
gone but developments pointed to a 
tidal wave of African nationalist senti
ment threatening to engulf and topple 
the status quo in the Republic itself un
less something was done.

With the unexpected election of 
P.W. Botha in a sort of knight's move 
on the political chessboard as a result of 
the Department of Information corrup
tion scandal, it became apparent that 
the new prime minister was more at
tuned to what his generals thought; 
someone more inclined perhaps to de- 

, part from the ruinous apartheid or
thodoxies of his predecessors and to 
reach for social counterrevolutionary 
prescriptions of a more durable univer
sal nature instead. These were princi
pally constitutional — the establish
ment of the President's Council was- 
interpreted by many as an attempt to 
win greater acceptandfe for a new South 
African constitution — economic, and 
social. The Wiehahn and Riekert com
missions were seen by most observers, 
as an attempt at encouraging greater 
labor mobility both in the vertical and 
the horizontal sense as necessary pre
requisites to involving more blacks in 
the South African economy. Others in 
turn saw the legitimation of black trade 
unions and the partial scrapping of job 
reservation as creating a climate conge
nial to the implementation of the Sulli-

r

I

Many Western corporations are supporting educational projects like the Pace 
School in Soweto

increasingly expect corporations and 
banks to link such loan offers to social 
issues and make them conditional upon 
changes, e.g., freehold title. This will 
go some way to meeting the criticism 
that the Sullivan principles merely 
create islands of normality in a sea of 
abnormality. Further, many of these 
corporations have begun to develop 
educational projects such as the Pace 
School in Soweto, which are major in
vestments in themselves.

blacks develop a middle class they will 
in time form an alliance with the white 
middle classes, the price of which will 
be unfettered access to the reward sys
tem, power-sharing, and the abandon
ment of white privilege. U.S. corpora
tions and Western governments in the 
main understand this too. Equally, they 
know that for the economy to continue 
to "bend" the ideology it must main
tain a healthy growth rate, and growth 
depends on a net capital inflow of more
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especially the Afrikaners. The Her- 
stigte Nasionale party and the Conser
vative party have resolutely set their 
faces against any form of power shar
ing, no matter how limited.

And on top of the pyramid some
where sit perched Ronald Reagan and 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, apostles of constructive en
gagement inter alia through corp. ate 
proxies, as a more effective means of 
influencing change in South Africa than 
outright condemnation. It is they, in
creasingly under fire for their accom
modation with Pretoria, who are now 
looking to South Africa to produce the 
sort of change that will vindicate con
structive engagement. Some believe 
Namibia is the litmus test of the success 
or failure of Reagan's Africa policy. 
Others believe that Namibia cannot be 
seen in isolation of the attempts at re
form within the Republic itself, be
cause of the consequences of a settle
ment that could lead to a right-wing 
backlash, and a verligte setback. This is 
why the recent President’s Council rec
ommendations for a new constitution 
are so important.

But do the President’s Council rec
ommendations indicate genuine re
form? Are they the “thin end of the 
wedge” or a significant way station on 
the road to a fair political dispensation? 
Or will they increase racial polarization 
instead, as Dr. David Welsh of the Uni
versity of Cape Town believes, pitting a 
sort of chocolate-colored oligarchy 
against the black majority? Certainly 
the overwhelming criticism of the rec
ommendations is that they exclude 
blacks from the central government, 
but on the other hand they do point to 
fairly far-reaching changes in the South 
African polity that may satisfy some of 
the Rockefeller Foundation’s recom
mendations in its mammoth report on 
South Africa that there are specific ac
tions the South African government can 
take, both positive and negative, that 
the U.S. government might link to ap
propriate inducements and pressures. 
The positive actions include acceptance 
of the principle of negotiation as a basis 
for resolving the question of political 
i1|hts, creating a forum for negotiations 
on power sharing and the implementa
tion of decentralized measures includ
ing communal institutions (Coloured

Nixon, and Carter administrations. 
Conversely, of course, there is little 
enthusiasm in Republican ranks for ad
ditional trade restraints on South Af
rica, as suggested from time to time, on 
the grounds that strict U.S. export con
trols are unenforceable and ineffective 
inasmuch as it is an open question 
whether South Africa, dependent qpon 
the United States for only 16.5 percent 
of a broad range of imports, will change 
her policies in response to sanctions 
(indeed there is a school of thought that 
maintains sanctions will only exacer
bate racial oppression), and such trade 
restraints could be damaging to those 
very U.S. corporations who have so 
courageously taken the lead in remov
ing racial barriers. Trade restrictions 
remain a rather blunt policy instrument 
that has other implications as well for 
the United States, namely conflicts 
with other national goals, potential re
taliation by South Africa, the effect on 
foreign policy flexibility, and the ef
fects on the U.S. economy. U.S. ex
ports to South Africa currently support 
some 55,000 American jobs and lifting 
trade restrictions could mean a surge of 
new investment interests and more jobs 
still, not only in the United States but 
also in South Africa where black unem
ployment is anathema to liberal reform. 
By and large, however, Reagan’s crit
ics will probably take the view that 
lifting current restrictions can only 
mean that the administration feels that 
significant progress towards the elimi
nation of apartheid has been made.

But is this the case? Again the West 
finds itself uncomfortably sandwiched 
between the black left which argues that 
current Western investment in South 
Africa is in fact only entrenching apart
heid and enabling the whites to retain 
their hands on the levers of power well 
into the twenty-first century, and that 
the only sacrifice they will have to 
make is to share (his power with co
opted Coloured, Indian, and urban 
black elite classes. For millions of Afri
cans in the ’’homelands,” however, 
political rights will remain elusive and 
the black population will in fact have 
been divided on the basis of class.

The white right again feels that the 
government’s alliance with Western 
capital is a conspiracy designed to un
dermine the position of the whites and

/

The Reagan administration "is less 
likeiy than its predecessor to 
discoursge American trade with 
South Africa”

But having said that, the West, par
ticularly the United States, now finds 
itself in something of a dilemma: for 
while the rhetoric of “constructive en
gagement” may have encouraged the 
government to press ahead with limited 
refprms mgre rapidly than it might 
otherwise have done, something dif
ficult to qiwntify in any event, the time 
has come for the West to go beyond 
verbiage and offer some tangible con
cessions as a reward for cooperation 
over Namibia and as an enticement for 
continuing reform at home. This is not 
to say that some minor concessions 
have not already been made. A degree 
of relaxation in several fields of com
mon interest between the two countries 
is already a reality, but there are still 
trade, finance, foreign policy, nuclear 
and military, and investment restric
tions, and such concessions as the U.S. 
does make in these fields are inevitably 
going to suggest identification with 
South Africa and alienate pressure 
groups in Congress. The choices are 
difficult but indications are that the 
Reagan administration will press ahead 
regardless and lift some controls on 
South Africa imposed by the Johnson,
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Given these developments 1 would 
argue that, on balance, and despite the 
glaring shortcomings of the recom
mendations, they will be construed as 
providing 3 continuing mandate for 
constructive engagement by the U.S. 
government. A settlement in Namibia 
will undoubtedly accelerate, this pro
cess and could lead to an easing of the 
arms embargo since this was primarily 
imposed as a response to South Africa’s 
occupation of Namibia. This in turn 
would have an important bearing on 
business perceptions of the country’s 
potential ability to contain the security 
situation*.

Ultimately, however, the Nationalist • 
government will still find itself con
fronted with the conundrum challenge 
of finding the right mix of reform and 
control, and constructive engagement 
or not, American executives will prob
ably continue to be guided by their as
sessment of the risks,of doing business 
with South Africa on the basis of their 
contacts and understanding of the situ
ation not only in the Republic but 
elsewhere in Africa as well.

the states in the region that share com
mon assumptions about the nature of 
the “total Onslaught.’’

It becomes apparent, when studying 
the recommendations of the President’s 
Council, that the four provinces re
placed by eight provincial regions sug
gest a large measure of self-governing 
autonomy, with the participation of in
habitants of all races, including blacks 
who will have a (small) voice through 
the Metropolitan Councils.

These regional “govemma**" be
come the instruments through which 
identified social grievances, which 
could become a “military-type’’ threat, 
are rectified. More, the boundaries of 
these proposed regions are approxi
mately equal to the boundaries of the 
government’s economic development 
plan (EDP), a congruity which means 
that relations with the “homelands" — 
encompassed within the EDP — may 
devolve down to the regional provincial 
level and thus be the instrument for 
“putting together what apartheid has 
put asunder” in some sort of confeder
ation.

and Asian) with genuine powers, etc.
The Rockefeller recommendations do 
not stipulate the ideal but say such ac
tion could be done within the compass 
of a confederacy or a consociation or 
one person/one vote in a unitary state.
The point about this is that the Presi
dent’s Council recommendations may 
go some way toward creating condi- , 
tions that the U.S. government would 
regard as “positive” rather than nega
tive, triggering off a concomitantly 
positive response in line with the tenets 
of constructive engagement. That being 
the case. United States-South Africa 
relations would become incrementally 
warmer, and on the face of it U .S. busi
ness interest should pick up, albeit 
cautiously given the oft-expressed view 
that reform and instability go hand in 
hand as a result of rising expectations.
As things stand though the recommen
dations seem to be predicated on some 
primary assumptions of total strategy 
with implications for stability.

These assumptions are primarily that 
a “total onslaught” is being waged 
against the legitimate authority of 
South Africa and that a “total strategy” 
is required to meet this threat. This re
quires the mobilization and harnessing 
of South Africa’s human, technologi
cal, spiritual, and economic resources. 
Much of the recent restructuring in the 
civil service has been geared towards 
evolving bureaucratic mechanisms for 
the efficient coordination of these 
“power bases."

Total strategy is in fact a misnomer. 
The correct term is total national 
strategy, of which total strategy com
prises the mainly military response to 
the threat, while national strategy refers 
to the social engineering required to 
construct a society inimical to revolu
tion along the lines of the classic 
“hearts and minds" approach. Military 
planners believe that war cannot be won 
by military means alone, and that .80 
percent of the effort should be of a' 
nonmilitary nature — geared towards' 
making social changes.

The objective from a regional 
perspective is to cobble the states of • 
southern Africa together into a “con
stellation of states” revolving around 
the hub of South Africa. This logically 
can best be achieved through military 
and economic alliances forged between

□
• V

American firm* have found that codes of conduct do not dafloct criticism of thair 
presence in South Africa
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INTERVIEW
i ■f- ^

*f

Jose Cabaco,
i

Information Minister of Mozambique

i

, s

INTERVIEWED BY ANTHONY J. HUGHES

AFRICA REPORT: What are your responsibilities as 
minister of information?
CABACO: My Ministry is responsible for the information 
policy of the government and for the good management ot 
the institutions, mainly state enterprises, which are linked to 
the production of information. We also have contact with 
private enterprises in the field of information that are in 
touch with us for some of their needs. Under my Ministry 
directly. 1 have the National Directorate of Information that 
deals mainly with the media—the press and the national 
news agency. 1 have the National Film Directorate that is re
sponsible for production and distribution. This same insti
tution deals with our television project, a small undertaking 
that we started very recently. Publishing is another respon
sibility of the Ministry of Information. We have state, cor
porate, and private publishing houses in the country and we 
supervise the planning of their operations for each year to 
determine the material needs of the industry, according to 
the requirements of the publishers. We are also responsible 
for the import of books. Radio also comes under the Minis
try. We have one radio corporation, which is state owned, 
and we have advertising and propaganda. Propaganda is 
directly under the structure of the Ministry. Advertising for 
state-owned companies and for one of the private-owned 
companies is handled by the National Directorate for Ad
vertising and Propaganda. We have six departments that 
comprise a special project for social communication in both

#
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President Mechel of Mozambique hosted Portuguese 
President Eanes: “A foundation for buiiding a new 
relationship"
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temational flow of information. That is why we attach A 
much importance in Mozambique, for instance, to the pro
gram of social communication in the rural and urban areas. 
Although our experience is limited due to a lack of re
sources, we succeeded in involving the local population in 
the creation, organization, and diffusion of information in
side the country, from community to community. We think 
this is a very important experience that in time will come to 
have international significance.
AFRICA REPORT: There arc those who suggest that the 
thrust of the New International Information Order is in fact 
going to give governments tight control over the press. They

rural and urban areas. This is an experimental project that 
we are developing with the support of UNICEF [the United 
Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund]. 
AFRICA REPORT: Tell me your perception and your 
viewpoint on the proposed New International Information 
Order (NllO).
CABACO: We think that NllO is a must for achieving 
freedom of information. The present information order 
causes us to suffer from the manipulation of information by 
a few large transnational institutions. They have their own 
editorial policy, and by means of their extraordinary capac
ity for processing and distributing information they have the

10
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A bridge destroyed during the war in the former Rhodesia: Mozambique has suffered from attacks by 
Rhodesia and South Africa

say, for example, that it would legitimize the kind of control 
that the South African government now has over its press. 
CABACO: The control over the press in any country of the 
world represents the nature of the political power of that 
country. The international order of information is a reflec
tion of the international economic and political order. The a 
nature of the regime in South Africa, whatever the interna
tional framework of information, is always going to be a 
dictatorship and their information will be the information of 
a dictatorship, controlled by the government. We don't con
sider the conception of a New International Information 
Order can create a justification for a dictatorial like of in
formation. A Mozambican journalist lias more capacity than 
anyone else in the world to impart information about the 
country within its cultural, historical, and political back--,.

ability to manipulate worldwide information according to 
their own point of view. Sometimes we find it difficult to 
get the views of the developing countries presented to the 
international public because the transnational news agencies 
always translate developments according to their own con
ceptions, views, and policies, which-are not those of the 
Third World countries. We think that NllO must start from 
inside our countries. We should first promote a national in
formation policy within each of our countries, creating a 
democratized domestic information flow. We need to in
crease the participation of the people in the act ol informa
tion and encourage a wide flow of information about our 
own realities, inside the country. As long as any country is 
not able to dynamize and control its own nation’s informa
tion, it is very difficult to strive for participation in the in-
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m dent on them than they are dependent on South Africa. We 
are the only countries in the world whose relationship with 
Sou^h Africa is one of dependency. So, we should not be the ^ 
first to be asked to apply sanctions. But whenever the coun
tries that are responsible for the economic growth of South 
Africa are ready to apply sanctions to South Africa, all the 
countries in the region are ready to support and to imple
ment such a decision.
AFRICA REPORT: Regarding your relations with the 
Soviet Union, your critics allege that not only do you have a 
socialist system internally, which is your own business, but 
that you are within the Soviet orbit. They give as an exam
ple that while most African and Third World countries con- ' ' 
demned the Soviet role in Afghanistan, you.supported that 
role. How do you generally reply to those who say that you 
are within the Soviet camp?
CABACO: First, regarding our position concerning Af
ghanistan, you will find we never supported an intervention.
We always supported the right of the Afghanistan govern
ment to ask for any forces to help them. That is why we 
voted against any anempt to condemn the Kabul govern
ment for seeking help from the Soviet Union or from any 
other government. The second point is this: Why should we 
be considered a Soviet satellite for voting pro-Atghanistan? 
Shouldn't the others be.considered American satellites for

#
l‘-n;

‘ i

-■. I %

\r.4
•V ■ 11 •'*'

s !
64

Jose Cabaco: "We suffer from the manipulation 
of Information by transnational Institutions"

»

ground and within its general context. Journalists of my 
country or those who have lived there for many years are re
ally the ones who can provide information in its true con
text. A foreign journalist who comes to my country and sees 
something will interpret it from his own cultural, historical, 
and economic background, and out of the context ol our na
tion. He will give false information about my country. We 
want to re-establish the link between information and truth. 
That is the meaning of the New International Information 
Order.
AFRICA REPORT: Your country has intimate economic 
links with South Africa. What are you doing to lessen that 
interdependence? ,
CABACO: The question of economic links wjth South 
Africa is not a problem concerning my country alone. It 
concerns all states in the region. We inherited the situation- 
of South Africa's hegemony over southern Africa in gen
eral. Most of these countries are extremely dependent on 
South Africa. That is why their response to the initiative of 
the late President Seretse Khama to promote regional coor
dination was so enthusiastic. That is why we created the 
Southern Africa Development and Coordination Council . 
(SADCC). The first aim of SADCC, according to the 
agreement signed in Lusaka on April 1, 1980, is that the 
member-states should increase economic cooperation in 
order to free themselves from the influence of Pretoria’s he
gemony in the region. The main thing we have to do is es-, 
tablish regional cooperation to find alternatives to-depen- 
dence on South Africa. We have emphasized the need to re
duce every unnecessary link with South Africa. In every in
stance where we can buy from any country other than South 
Africa, we shall do so.
AFRICA REPORT: Would the SADCC countries be in a 
position to apply sanctions against South Africa? 
CABACO: In the case of most countries that have eco
nomic relations with South Africa, Pretoria is more depen

voting against the Soviet role in Afghanistan? That leads to 
a third point. Why should we be considered satellites be
cause we have good relations with the Soviet Union, because 

building our armed forces by buying equipment fromwe are
the Soviet Union, and because our forces are being trained 
by the Soviets? Why are not the rest of the African countries 
considered satellites of the Western powers? After all, their 
armies have been trained by the West; they have Western 
military equipment; some of them have foreign troops in 
their countries, which we don't. I will tell you one thing: 
Many Mozambicans died to achieve-our independence. 
Many Mozambicans were killed in, maintaining our inde
pendence when we were under attack from Rhodesia and 
from South Africa. No government in our country that at
tempted to compromise our independence and sovereignty 
would be able to survive. Our people would never accept a
puppet government.
AFRICA REPORT: What is your relationship with the 
former metropolitan Portugal?

- CABACO: Since our war of liberation against Lisbon, our 
relationship has had its ups and downs. Decolonization, if it 
is genuine, is extremely-traumatic, both for the colonizer 
and for the colonized. The struggle understandably causes 
bad relations between the two parties. When the trauma of 
decolonization is so strong, the relationship becomes so 
sensitive that any remark ^^y either party is liable to be im
mediately misunderstood by the other. One of the contenti
ous issues between Mozambique and Portugal is so-called 
compensation. Portugal made economic and financial 
claims against us that we rejected. We won the war but we 
didn't claim compensation from Portugal for the damage 
caused to our country during 500 years of colonization. It 
was ridiculous for the losing party to claim compensation 
for.losses suffered in the process of decolonization. The as-

%
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%I was able both to mform and toTiave frank discussions with 
many people concerning my country and to give the latest 
information to the many groups that 1 contacted. 1 had a 
very useful visit in terms of learning from the experience of 
the Onited States. 1 have come to appreciate the extreme 
complexity of U.S. society. There are'so many people in 
this country who are really interested in learning and who 
are extremely receptive to inti 
pening in the world and in sou

sets that they left to Mozambique were more than compen
sated by the wealth those assets had generated for Portugal. 
We told the Portuguese to solve the problem of abandoned 

* ■' assets with Portuguese citizens. We never expelled Por
tuguese citizens from Mozambique; they decided to leave 
the country and they were free to do so. During 500 years of 
colonization, the wealth the Portuguese took from the 

r More than anything they left behind. The 
i|^lly proposed that all claims should be

#•

on about what’s hap- 
Africa in particular. It 

was very interesting to see the workings of American insti
tutions. We were able to see part of the alectoral process at 
work. 1 found the visit to Washington, D.C. extremely 
useful, with the appointments we 
learning the way the institutions operate. It was important to 
learn of the problems of the South of the United States, of 
the racial problems and of the forces that are still actively .; 
organizing around racist ideas. We had thought that this 
problem was practically solved in the United States. We 
greatly appreciated our experiences in Iowa, visiting the 
com belt and the family farms. 1 was very impressed by the 
high productivity achieved with veryilittle use of man- «• 
power. 1 was interested to see th^ inmost cases the farm 
owner was the main active member of the farm team. We 
talked with the famjtrs and noted their great interest in the 
agricultural'problems we are facing in Mozambique and 
how we are solving them. We noted the willingness of peo
ple to come to Mozambique, if necessary, to help us. The 
meetings with the media were also important. 1 can say in 
conclusion that results of this visit were positive. 1 hope it 
will make a small contribution to developing the relation
ship between the American and the Mozambican peoples, 
for the benefit of both countries. □

omysi 
itj«wn ,

country was far 
Portuguese evei 
"frozen." We accepted this. For us they are frozen forever. 
It-consequently became possible to slowly improve the re
lationship. The visit of President Antonio Eanes was crucial 
because he came to Mozambique with the attitude that, Por
tugal really was ready to bury the past—more than that, was 
able to accept the past as the foundation for building a new 
relationship. When he arrived in Mozambique, the fifST 
thing he did was to place a wreath on the monument of the 
heroes of the liberation struggle. We were touched by that 
and believed that we could start a meaningful relationship 
with Portugal. One must accept that there was a war and that 
a force was defeated. It was not the Portuguese but fascism 
and colonialism that were defeated. The freeing ot our 
country was something that should cheer the democratic 
forces in Portugal. 1 think that this year some of the out
standing economic and social issues between us will be set-

had on Capitol Hill,

tied.
AFRICA REPORT: For the past three weeks you have 
been in the United States. Can you tell me your positive and 
negative reactions to what you have seen and heard? 
CABACO: This has been an extremely useful visit. My 
two objectives were to learn and to inform. 1 think both ob
jectives were completely realized during these three weeks.

_ JORNA LOOP O y_a%
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Maputo: “Jornal de Povo” provides International news as well as government reports
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The Kenana Controversy

BY GUY ARNOLD

that have to'be imported. Isolation 
makes it essential to maintain adequate 
supplies Of spares including fuel 
supplies, although at present Kenana 
receives priority treatment. The com
pany has to be self-sufficient, and so 
tries to keep enough spares in hand to 
cover an eight-month harvest season.

Delivery of inputs on time is a major 
administrative headache: for example, 
the sacks in which the sugar is exported 
from the site are at present made in 
Korea, and so enough of these — pur
chased with hard currency — have to be 
held to cover a lead time of five months. 
Approximately 30% of the sugar goes 
out by rail and the balance — 70% — 
by road. The road system north of 
Kenana to Kosti, where the oil refinery 
is to be built is good. At harvest time, 
Kenana requires 60,000 gallons of die
sel fuel a day for harvesting, land prep
aration, planting, and irrigation. All 
this means that Kenana, quite simply, is 
big business.

The KSC employs about 12,700 
people, although with additional con
tract personnel the figure may reach 
15,000 at any one time. With their de
pendents they make up a community of 
75,000. In addition, between 30,000 
and 50,000 people are estimated to 
have moved into the area, attracted by 
its township and opportunities. Many 
of these provide casual labor, and some 
produce food for the market. Formerly 
the area supported only a nomad popu
lation.

Sugar is political in Sudan: an essen-

approximately 1,000 acres, each with a 
small village attached, in which about 
70 laborers who work on the block live 
with their families.

The total infrastructure for this huge 
estate is formidable: the canal system 
for irrigation consists of'T9 miles of 
main canal, 170 miles of primary can
als, four pumping stations, 100 control 
structures, and over 500 field offtake 
structures from the canals to feed the 
cane fields. The factory is one of the 
largest of its kind in the world. And this 
infrastructure is fed by a new system of 
roads, bridges, a new railway exten
sion, and an airstrip. A township has 
grown up around the sugar mill, with its 
own schools, a clinic and dispensaries, 
shops, and housing. The size of the op
eration may be gauged from the fact, 
that on the agricpitural side there are 
1,100 vehicles: 60 harvesters, 100 
trucks and trailers, 350 wheeled trac
tors, 30 to 40 heavy-equipment vehi
cles such as caterpillars, 100 trucks, 
and 450 light vehicles. There are work
shops to maintain these.

This huge operation in its turn de
pends upon the national infrastructure 
and-other factors often beyond the con
trol of the KSC, such as availability of 
hard currency or petroleum supplies. 
Kenana is situated 625 miles from Port 

-Sudan and relies in pari upon a creaking 
railway system. The roads to it ate 
good, but national availability of pe
troleum products is sometimes probj 
lematical. Much of the operation de
pends upon machinery and spare parts

^udan’s giant-sugar estate at Kenana ■ 
l3 has often been in the news since its 
inception: it is part'lt^^ab-African de
velopment poIitics;^|i. costs have 
skyrocketed; and in any case sugar in 
Sudan is a political issue. Yet ulti
mately only two questions are of real 
importance. First, will the size of the 
investment provide a commensurate 
return to the Sudan economy, and will 
this be maintained in the years ahead, 
when Kenana is on its own rather than 
receiving special priority treatment? 
Second, is this the right kind of ag- 
ricultural development for the country 
to pursue?

Kenana is situated between the 
White and Blue Niles south of Kosti in ' 
an area of rich soils, which agronomists 
confidently predict could become the 
center of a national agribusiness. The 
area undoubtedly has incredible poten
tial: water, power, the right soil. The 
Kenana Sugar Company (KSC) started 
in 1976 with 36 acres of experimental 
land. Today about 87,(X)0 acres have 
been brought under irrigation, and of 
these 78,(KX) produced sugar during the 
harvest season that ended this May. The 
land is divided into some 70 blocks of

I

i

v X
Guy Arnold, a British journalist specializing 

•' in African and Third World Affairs, wrete 
this article after a recent visit to the Sudan.
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V
is the loss of Sudanese skilled people, 
such as engineers, to the Gulf, attracted 
by the higher salaries available there.
The factory is yielding at 97% sugar 
extraction, and its thermal efficiency is ^ 
also very high, enabling it to produce 
excess power.

At maximum output, the factory 
thermal unit produces 40 to 45 
megawatts. The factory itself requires 
10 megawatts, the township 2 
megawatts, and the irrigation operation 
,13 megawatts: thus, there may lx up to 
15 megawatts surplus for sale to the na
tional grid. The power is derived from 
burning the bagasse (waste from the 
crushed cane) so that the number of 
megawatts produced depends upon the 
amount of sugarcane passing through 
the factory. When the amount is down 
to 8,0(X) tons a day, only enough power 
is produced to service the factory and 
township. If production is at the rate of 
I3,0(X) tons a day, there is also suffi
cient power to cover irrigation require- 
jnents. Otherwise, irrigation has to rely 
upon power from the grid, and this is 
sometimes inadequate. The 1982-83 
crop season — roughly from October 
through May — ought to see an output 
of 16,000 tons of cane a day. At that 
rate there will be a surplus of power for 
the KSC to sell to the national grid.

“the senior staff -of Kenana numbers 
about 150, and at present most of these 
remain expatriates ajthough there are 
40 to 50 Sudanese in parallel roles pre
paring to take over some of the top jobs.
In a country where the brain drain to the 
Gulf is a constant adverse factor, 
Kenana probably pays somewhat above 
the going rate though keeping more or 
less in line with civil service scales. It 
has the disadvantage of being remote, 
although there is considerable prestige 
attached to the operation and so it has 
not suffered too much from staff prob- ' 
lems. A breakdown of the agricultural 
staff in 1982 is seen in Table 1.

The size of such an operation poses 
immense problems of logistics, staff, 
and maintehance. It is industrial ag
riculture of a kind totally different from 
the operation of small-scale farmers 
elsewhere in the country. Sudan is fam
ous for its giant projects — Gezira, 
Rahad, now Kenana — but how much 
do they and can they solve'some.of the 
country’s agricultural problems? The

acre produces about 35 tons of cane, 
yielding sugar at the rate of 9.8%. , 
However, it is thought that an acre 
could produce 50 tons of cane with a 
yield of 10^ sugar: that would repre
sent a TC^^crease. Whether or not 
this is achieved depends upon experi
ments now in progress.

The sugar refinery itself is one of the 
largest of its kind,^ with a present 
capacity to process about 17,000 tons

tial commodity whose price is crucial in 
social as well as economic terra!. Key 
commodities subsidized in 1981 were 
gasoline, sugar, wheat, and flour, but 
by November of that year the state of 
the economy was so bad that President 
Gaafar al-Nimeiry was obliged to agree 
to a package of measures that included 
the ending of these subsidies as well as 
a 12.5% devaluationin return for Inter
national Monetary Fund (IMF) credits 
of $220 million. One result was the 
riots in Khartoum at the end of the year, 
when more than 100 shops were burned 
down after a 62% increase in the price 
of sugar. The sooner Sudan can meet all 
its own sugar requirements so that it 
does-not have to rely upon costly im
ports, which use up precious foreign 
exchange, the better. Thus, a great 
many hopes have been placed upon the 
performance of Kenana and its ability 
to fill a major gap in supplies for the 
country as a whole. As a result the 
scheme has been accorded priority as 
the most important of the big agricul
tural development projects.

The 198>82-CTnircame to approxi
mately 1.8 million tons of .cane, pro
ducing about 170,(X)0 tons of refined 
sugar. The target for 1982-83 is 
230,000 tons of sugar and for 1983-84, 
330,000 tons. The lowest grade of 
Kenana sugar is at present superior to 
the best sugar produced elsewhere in 
Sudan. This gives it an important com
petitive edge, one that will be vital if 
Kenana enters the export trade. There 
are four other sugar-producing areas ih 
Sudan: between them they have a 
theoretical capacity to produce 370,000 
tons a year — greater than Kenana’s 
target for 1984 — yet last year, owing 
to lack of inputs, deteriorating mainte
nance, and other problgms, they pro
duced only 94,000 tons.

The Sudan needs 450,000 tons of 
sugar a year: if Kenana and the other 
four estates were at full capacity, Sudan 
would have a surplus for export to earn 
hard currency, u^ch at present is re
quired to purchase a part of its sugar 
needs. Such a turnaround — even if 
Kenana keeps to its scheduled output — 
is some years in the future. Yet the KSC 
could perhaps produce as much as 
4(X),(X)0 tons of sugar a year. This op
timistic forecast depends upon in
creasing productivity. At present one

The prestige of the NIm'elry regime Is 
tied to the success of Kensns

of cane a day: this could be increased to 
19,000 or 20,0(X) tons. The factory em
ploys 1,500, of whom 500 are staff and 
technical personnel, 5(X) are operators, 
and 500 are laborers. Qf these, 300 are 
expatriates, although tl^ target is to re
duce the number of expatriates to 50 
over the next three years. One problem
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is handled and are in a position to put 
pressure upon the government, if nec-|^ 
essary, to ensure the project receives 
adequate priority.

The total shareholding stake is now 
$400 million, an enormous sum to be 
invested in one project,over a few 
years. As yet it is too early to estimate 
just what returns shareholders will, get; 
ultimately, of course, the return will 
depend upon performance. In the case 
of Kuwait, for example, the investment 
is tied to buying a proportion of the 
sugar at cost price. ,^

Sudan is preeminently an agricul
tural country, and in recent years there 
appears to have been a growing realiza
tion that big development schemes by 
themselves are not enough: the small 
farmer must be the backbone of the 
system. This raises the issue of what 
kind of return might have been ex
pected if the money put into Kenana 
had instead been earmarked to help 
peasant farmers with extension services 
and other inputs. In fact this could not 
have occurred since the kind of money 
forthcoming for an investment venture 
such as Kenana that yields fairly quick 
returns on capital is not available for 
governmeht investment in the small 
farmer.

The prestige of the Nimeiry regime is 
tied to the success of Kenana. Nimeiry 
himself is reputed to be in poor health 
and faces so many pressures that his de
tractors constantly predict his political 
demise. Hd’faces the threats of Libyan 
subversion, to which he appears espe
cially sensitive. There are many ten
sions within the Sudan Sociali.st Union, 
as well as from Islamic groups and the 
illegal Communist party. Moreover, 
relations between the Islamic Arab 
north and the animist and Christian 
!»uth have recently deteriorated. Eco
nomic belt tightening in the face ot^ 
continuing recession and mounting 
debts has created other problems of so
cial unrest. As a result, the government 
is badly in need of positive achieve
ments. especially on the economic 
front, and success at Kenana would 
both contribute to the country's food 
and foreign exchange problem and act 
as a catalyst in the public relations sense 
of attracting other invellment into the 
economy. .

produce fast-growing timber. Nor is 
there any limit to available land.

Infrastructure and foreign exchange 
inputs are Kenana's biggest headaches, 
and in Sudan (as elsewhere) few things 
turn out according to plan. Thus, 
Kenana holds lessons for the country's 
other major projects and must be seen 
as an operation quite separate from 
small-scale farming. Its importance at 
the present time can hardly be over
rated: the way Kenana is used as a 
catalyst to expand and develop ag
riculture generally may in the long run 
be far more important — if handled 
correctly — than its contribution to 
sugar, relevant though that may be.

Thus, Kenana has enormous pos
sibilities matched by equally large 
problems. In the first place, it is in
volved in Arab-African politics;- the 
details of shareholding demonstrate the 
size of the Gulf in the venture. Share
holders are seen in Table 2.

establishment of such a scheme, 
momentous though it might be, is al
most certainly easier than its ongoing 
maintenance at the required standard to 
justify the huge original inputs.

TABLE 1

ExpatriateLocal
125437Agriculture

Agronomy
Harvesting
Workshops
Contractors

Totals

1180
1,864 5

% - 25449
108

7,930 151

There is a tendency in Sudan, once a 
project has been started, to take it lor 
granted. Earlier this year— through no 
fault of Kenana — there was no lub
ricating oil in the country. The huge 
harvesters therefore had to use lu6^ 
ricating oil removed from others that 
had broken down. That is no basis for 
sound maintenance. As long as Kenana 
is accorded priority for political .yea- ■ 
sons, it should be able to overcome its 
problems. But in recent years produc
tion at Gezira and Rahad has declined 
becauseihey were neither obtaining the 
inputs they required nor receiving the 
maintenance necessary to ensure that 
such large-scale operations remain effi
cient. This could well be a problem for 
Kenana in the future. If it is no longer 
given the priority it now receives and 

• cannot easily obtain the inputs it re
quires, how well will it be maintained?
It could end up like other operations, 
producing at a rate half or less of its 
capacity.

Kenana could act as the catalyst for 
Sudan agribusiness development. It has 

. the potential. And if it does begin to 
realize the "bread basket" dream, for 
the land can produce just about any
thing, theri it could in turn generate re
newed investment interest in Sudan's 
agricultural sector. The possibilities 
extend far beyond sugar. The area 
could sustain an animal-feed factory 
and beef lots as the basis for direct meat ■ 
exports to the Gulf. Yeast and citric 
acid could be producW for a plant to 
bottle minerals. It is ako possible to

TABLE 2
St

31.74
30.83
11.04
11.01

Government of Sudan 
Government of Kuwait 
Government of Saudi Arabia 
The Arab Investment Company 
Sudan Development Corporation 5.11
Lonrho 
Nissho-lwai 
Gulf Fisheries 
Sudanese Banks
The Arab Authority for Agricultural 

Investment and Development 5.02

0.73
. 0.25
0.25
4.02

100.00Total

The governments of Kuwait and Sau
di Arabia jointly control 41.87'7( of the 
shares while a further 16.03% of the 
shares are held by the Arab Investment 
Company and the Arab Authority for 
Agricultural Investment and Develop
ment: thus, well over half the equity is 
in the hands of non-Sudanese Arab 
interests. Although Arab investments 
in Africa have^wn remarkably in re
cent years, the main investors are in
creasingly cautious about where they 
place their money and expect reason
able and fairly prompt returns. These 
shareholders will undoubtedly exercise 
a major influence upon the way Kenana

€
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. dependent upon loyalty, patronage, 
and political and administrative cor
ruption, the latter being “probably 
quite widespread" (p. 45). Because of 
or despite alt this, political uncertainty 
remains a built-in feature of personal 
systems, along with "political types of 
calculation and actioff-which have, an
cient origins" (p. 58), i.e., jockeying 
for position, scheming and plotting, 
factional strivings, and coups.

The core contribution of the Jackson 
and Rosberg volume lies in their ty
pology of personal rulership. African 
rulers can conveniently be ranged into 
four types; (1) princes, (2) autocrats, 
(3) prophets, and (4) tyrants, respee-

most informed accounts personal 
rulership plays a very important role in 
the political life of the new states of 
Black Africa," the authors proceed to 
investigate "the ways in which Afri
can rulers and other leaders have pro
vided or failed to provide political 
goods without the aid of effective in
stitutions" (pp. 2, 3). Whether 
mediated by military men or civilians, 
personal rule is "inherently authori
tarian" (p. 23), yet it involves more 
than the use of arbitrary power. It 
brings into play certain arrangements 
by which a modicum of stability and 
predictability can be achieved; one 
such arrang,ement is clientelism, itself

RECIPES FOR LEADERSHIP

Robert H. Jackson and Carl G. Ros
berg, Personal Rule in Black Africa. 
Berkeley and Los Angeles; University 
of California Press, 1982, pp. 316 +
xi.

How this book came into being is 
perhaps best described in the language 
of Cumonsky (or Craig Claiborne): 
Take a generous chunk of pat- 
rimonialism, either from Max Weber 
or Guenther Roth, depending on your 
ability to carve at the joints, mix 
thoroughly with heavy doses of clien
telism, readily available from a variety 
of sources; sprinkle generously with 
bits and pieces of classical theories of 
personal rule—Machiavelli's Prince 
and Hobbes' Leviathan are .strongly 
recommended. Stir until all ingredients 
are limp. Let sit for a while and spread 
over a thick data base, to be found at 
little cost from Africa Contemporary 
Record. West Africa, and Africa Re
port. Serve on a bed of tabulations 
consisting of the names of current Af
rican rulers, the effective date of their 
access to power, and the identity of 
their predecessors in office.

The. result is a dish of dubious 
merits. Overall, the ingredients do not 
mix very well, while others, indis-
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the recipe. The surprising thing about 
the Jackson and Rosberg special is that 
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what more than they were able to de
liver. Not unlike eating chicken-a-la- 
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vival of personal rulership; here the 
story of the rise and fall of Emperor Bo- 
kassa would have been most illuminat
ing, but unfortunately “Le Bok” 
nowhere appears in the cast of charac
ters discussed by the authors. His case, 
one suspects, would have required yet 
another conceptual niche.

Instead of constructing their argu
ment around the Weberian concepts of 
“traditional-personal” and ‘‘charis
matic” domination (corresponding 
roughly to their definition of 
“princely” and “autocratic” rule), 
from which they appear to derive very 
little analytic mileage, a more useful 
tack would have been to concentrate on 
the broad spectrum of strategies em
ployed by African rulers to ensure their 
political survival. This would have led 
them to investigate personal rulership 
not just as a predictable response to a 
pluralistic environment that admits of 
no other form of political organuafion, 
but as a way of accumulating and 
(perhaps) distributing political, eco
nomic, and coercive power, a process 
that is inevitably tied up with What 
some might call the “neocolonial 
nexus.” At any rate, and regardless of 
the merits of the authors’ Weberian 
framework, personal rulership involves 
more than just a systemic response to a 
particular environmental challenge: on 
this. Professor Gary Cowan (the distin
guished Africanist and former president 
of the African Studies Association who 
recently retooled himself into a 
“super-spook”) could elaborate at 
some length.

Thirteen years ago W. Howard Wrig- 
gins published a jewel of a book, ap
propriately titled The Ruler's Impera
tive: Strategies for Political Sur\’ival in 
Asia and Africa (New York: Columbia 
University Press), which better than 
any other work in print conveys the 
sense of strategic maneuvering and 
short-run calculations involved in po
litical survival. The reader may still 
learn more about “Personal Rule in 
Black Africa” from Wriggins than 
from Jackson and Rosberg; one thing at 
least is sure—he will be spared a good 
deal of turgid prose and not a few plati
tudinous statements.

meeting the basic test of being con
ceptually exclusive of each other, but 
that tell us relatively little about the 
dynamics of personal rulership. The 
matching of names categories is at 
times highly misleading. Thus, we 
And lumped together under the same 
rubric the names of leaders whose po
litical style, resources, and per
sonalities are very dissimilar; Mobutu 
and Houphouet-Boigny turn up as 
“autocrats” practicing “lordship,” 
while Senghor and Nimeiry are pre
sented as “princes” engaged in 
“oligarchic rule.”

The authors’ casual handling of

;hiclively identified with (D o 
rule, (2) lordship, (3) lead^
^4) abusive rule. The re^ 
book (approximately 2()b^ges out of 

total of 286) is devoted lo a series of 
vignettes of African leaders intended 
to show how the realities of African 

- rulershipBit into each of the foregoing 
categories!'The conclusion is in the 
form of a predictably dismal as^ss- 
ment of “the prospects for institutional 
government.” This is clearly the most 
rewarding chapter in the entire book 
(and not just because it is the last).

The most serious flaw in this typol
ogy is that it rests on categories that 
not only are more wanting than most in

I,, and
der of the

a

conceptual and methodological 
shows up most cruelly in th»lr m$i^s-
sion of clientelism: the latter is seen as 
the strategic outcome of personal 
rulership, never as its cause, suggest
ing in effect that traditional modes of 
social organization (i.e., clientelism, 
factionalism, kinship, etc.) are of little 
consequence in explaining modem 
manifestations of personal rulership. 
Their discussion is essentially geared 
to an analysis “from above,” with 
virtually no attention paid to how local 
parameters interact with and condition 
the exercise of power at the center. 
Missing from their analysis, in short, 
is a genuine appreciation of the politi
cal anthropology of African rulership. 
With all due deference to Montes
quieu, Tocqueville, Carl Friedrich, 
and John Rawls, from whom the au
thors appear to have drawn much of 
their inspiration, my guess is that 
Gellner, Pallets, Colson, or P.C. 
Lloyd would have provided more 
useful intellectual guidance.

Another element left out of the pic
ture relates to the effects of colonial rule 
•on the'Inherited forms of rulership. As 
has been shown by recent historical re
search, in a large number of cases the 
colonial bureaucratic model involved 
relatively little in the way of institution
alized norms and procedures, and a 
great deal in the way of personalized, 
autocratic, clientelistic, and corrupt 
rulership. If so, this raises the possibil
ity of a persistence of this “per-, 
sonalized” colonial tradition beyond 
the formal extinction of imperial rule. 
Again, almost nothing is said of the op
tions exercised by the former met
ropolitan power in encouraging the sur-

NEW--------------------------
TRANSACTION BOOKS

*

STRATEGIC MINERALS
A RESOURCE CRISIS

Council on Economics and 
National Security

$5.95 
105 pp.

ISBN; 0-R7B55-915-2 (paper)
• phokos, figures •1980

ADMINISTRATION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA
INTRODUCTION AND READINGS

Paul Collins, editor
$11.95 

337 pp.
ISBN; 978-2308-00-5 (paper)
1981

Order from your bookstore 
or prepaid from:
Transaction Books 
Department SAR6 
Rutgers-The State University 
New Brunswick, NJ 08903

o
Ren6 Lemarchand 

University of Florida

OfRICA report • September-October 198*58

I- .< •



\

•outhofrico inoinlblaupdole
I Now in its sixth year. South AfricalNamibia Update is a concise four-page newsletter 
I focusing on the last white-controlled countries in Africa. Published every three weeks—15 

issues a year—it provides timely, objective coverage of U.S.-South African relations.

Please enter my subscription as indicated below: .

$15/1 year (First-class within USA)
$25/1 year (Air Rate Overseas)

--•r./r.r. _ ...
ft

NAME___
ADDRESS

ZIP.STATECITY

The total amount of my order is $-----------------
□ My check is enclosed (Make checks payable to the African-American Institute)

i.



. ’ 1 >

•9
i..«

t-t >
No Postage Stamp 
Necessary if Mailed 
in the United States

BUSINESS REPLY CARD
FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 7579 NEW YORK NY:

%

southoMoo inafnlblaupdate
I African-American institute 
I 833 UN Piaza

New York, N.Y. 10017

...



i: :"‘'«! B***"
. .--JfiSi'"- •

'4. >y:
#- ' V

-• 5

Air Zimbabwe
Your iine to the centre of Africa

the daMy flights connecting with local centres 
and neighbouring capitals. Harare is the

AIR ZIMBABWE flies from London to Harare
non-stop four times a week.

Africa visitor's natural choice. It is a businessAfrica is yours to command like never before. 
Harare, Zimbabwe's modern dynamic and centre with world-wide banking connections, a

wide choice of luxury hotels, within a short 
flight of Victoria Falls and the vast, well-stocked 
Hwange Came Park. Air Zimbabwe makes

go-ahead capital, has fast become the centre of 
Africa. It is here that business and tourist

visitors alike rendezvous and take advantage of
Africa easy!

rc/•#
F»tt and friandly - right down tha lina.

(
AIR ZIMBABWE: HEAD OFFICE: Bot AF 1 Harare Airport, Zimbabwe. Phone 52601, Tele*: 4-54aRH. Telegratm: AtftZlMBABWE.

ZMBABWt TOURST BOARD; Siile 1778. 35 Eas) Wadier Drive, Chicago, MnoB S0601, UiA. Phone: plJ) 337-2601^800) 621 2381. THex: 283501 ZM8TR80CCO.

*



Good morning, America! There’s a good chance 
your morning cup of coffee started as a coffee bean 
grown in the Ivory Coast. And it’s ^most certain your 
favorite chocolate bar has its roots in West Africa, too. 
Africa produces one third of the world’s coffee and 90% 
of its cocoa.

Our schedule is a businessman’s dream. Leave 
JFK Saturday evening on Air Afrique’s Flight 50. 
Sunday, relax on the beach or by the pool. Sunday c r 
ning, a dry martini, a delicious dinner and a good nighfs 
rest. Monday morning you’re ready for business. 
Call your Travel Agent or Air France for reservations.

eve-

West Africans know that “all vrork and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy” So you’ll finff fine restaurants, 
discos, theatre, ballet and lots of sports to keep your 
mind and body relaxed.

The bean business is really jumping in West 
Africa. TWo of our major businesses are the growmg 
and exportingof coffee teansand cacao beans.

tL ^ ^ ^
^ surprising fact: One third of all the oil imported 

■ ■ II I I into the United States comes from West Africa.

jun^Mngbeems?
Air Afrique has the most extensive reservation system 

in West Africa. We’ll reserve your car. Your hotel. Your 
flight to anywhere, on any airline. Yo^gee, we’re the general 
agents in West Africa for more than Iw airlines, including 
Air France, British Airways, Japan 
Pan Am and SAS.

Tourism is also a big 
business in West Africa. 
Recently the World Bank 
loaned Senegal 
lion for the devej^i^ 
of its Petite Cot^region, 
south of Dakar. Resort 
and hotel complexes wiM 
here during the next ten I

So remem 
Afrique, you’ll be getting 
You’ll be getting personal a 
knows Africa best.

AFiaQUEMR
Africa begins with Air Afrique.

And it’s just seven hours to the new sun.
/■


