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Kenya, where people are. prone
to criticise and become eusily

feel that their point of view has)
been considered, and their|
opifion sought and regarded as
of importance, it i very easy|
indeed for public bodies to
astray. Enthusasm can do ft
50 can obtuseness, so can that
worst of ail sins in public men—|
the assumption of wisdom and
unchecked authority which
arises from lack of contact with)
the people who appointed thems

Though they do not realise it,
the Town Councillors of Nairobi!
are in danger of losing contaelp
with the ratepayers, and that
a bad thing for civic dignik
and civic poliics. They are
appointed by groups of voters in|
certain areas or Wards of Nai

to the democratic principle of]
their selection they would gof
back to these clectors from time!
to time fo find out what they|
are thinking about. N
Town Councillors fail to do so.
We cannot remember &+ Ward
meeting on any public question. |
Perhaps the votérs are to some,
extent to blame; but not alto-
gether. Whoever is. at fptilt—
{and we suspect the Councillors
—the fact is that in’ Municipal
affairs we are creating & iind
of Olympian aloofness oh the
part of our City Fathers, from|
the body of ratepayers. |They
are sent to the Council, and
there they get on with the job—
very well indeed as & matter of|
fact=but there is something s0
important in retaining contact|
with the people . that however
well managed a Municipality
may be the Town Councillors
should quite regularly descend
to.street level and put their
fingers on the pulse of John
Citizen by asking his opinion
about how his money should be
spent.

Take, for instance, this ques-
tion. of the proposed Hospital
Rate. We have been discussing
something of
twenty years. In 1020 thé sum
of £6500 wus raised by public
subscription to add a ward t0
the hospital, but instead the
money was spent on the Memo-|
vial Hall and the Cenotaph.
Ten years. lster there wis &
public ‘meeting in Nairobi to
«consider again the problem of
the heavy financial burden of
sickness and among the sugges-
tions made were the establishing
of a Hospital Board on which
the Governmient, and the public
would be associated, and an in-
surance scheme which,
premium of 30/- a year, simed
at reducing the cost of hospital
charges to the individual to /-
& day
Now we have & few weeks notice
of u resolution to apply the
powers given under an enibling
bill two yesrs oldto impose &
compulsory rate of 3N a year
on European adults
object of achieving a
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