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ABSTRACT

viii

The study raises the questions of the effect(s) of the closure of Busaa 
clubs (and ban cn braving of traditional types of alcohol) on the actual 
activity of brewing or distillaticn and drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa.
The stuify presents the argument that the closure of clubs and subsequent 
ban cn the brewing and drinking of traditionally prepared types of alcohol 
had a negative effect than pre-si^posed on brewing and drinking activities 
of Busaa and Chang'aa. Indeed, one of the stan<^x:>ints of'this research is 
the prediction (and subsequent proof) that the closure of clubs has been 

♦ *

the major factor^ntributing to the new acute problem of chang'aa distillation 
and drinking at an increased rate tha^ ever before.

i
A keen eitphasis will be attached to the issue of the informal sector and 
the factcres that lead to its emergence - unenplcyment will feature as the 
key factor. the discussion cn the Informal Sector, it will be argued 
for exanple that there is still alot of unt^jped wealth in form of taxatiem 
in the mfonnal Sector - Wealth vMch could be utilised by the govensnent fsr 
eoononic develppient.
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Introduction

Ulis paper is part of the requirements of the Sociology 3:1:1 course/ 
University of Nairobi. The purpose of the topic on which I have chosen 
to carry the research is to provide an Insight into the business of brewing 
and drinking of Busaaifand Chang 'aa especially in the rural areas'.
It is to bring to the knowledge of the administration machinery the 
counteractions of the closure of Busaa Clubs and go further to suggest 
what in effect could have been the best alternative from the point of 
view of the people effected much by the closure is the brewers and drinkers 
of Busaa (irajorly the oonnion man in the rural areas popularly known as 
peasants) to solve the problem of excessive drinking of Busaa and or Chang'aa.

The paper is divided into four major chapters - as in the table of contents 
next page. It tries to examine the issue of brewing and drinking of chang'aa 
and/or first froti the feamework of the Informal Sector: Building'it 
to the emergence of Busaa clubs and Chang'aa distillaticfff ^d'the lepercusisicais '’ 
pf the closure of ntigaa clubs. Then the discussion enters into a more 
statistical region that aims to critically examine each hypothesis and eventually 
into the nw-ro relaxed arena of ccxiclusion and reccranendations. It should 
form a piece of easy but interesting pieace of work to the potential’ reader.

Cl
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CHAPTER 1

1:1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

•I

II

'2

the Informal Sector has either been ignored in most 
cases by the government as unproductive and earning 
little for our economy, or when noticed, has faced 
sporadic harassment from law - enforcement officers -

The aim of this study is to find out the effect(s) of the closure of Beer 
halls (Busaa clubs) in 1979, on the drinkers and brewers of Busaa.Further­
more, the study will examine the consequences of this closure for the rate 
of drinking and distiling chang'aa; i.e. has it changed in any way, has it* 
increased or decreased after the closure. It is also the aim of this study 
to examine the relationship between brewing and distillation of chang'aa 
respectively and socioeconomic factors like income, education, age and sex. 
Status and occupation of the brewers and drinkers of these two 'traditional' 
forms of alcohol.

From the point of view of a sociologist, it is an area of profound 
interest given the awareness that most (if not all) activities in the 
Informal sector have on most occassions been seen by government officials 
as the cause of many problems in our society. For example, prostitution is 
an Informal Sector activity and many people eg politicians have condemned 
it (Publicly) as contributing largely to the problem of illegitimate 
children (eg parking boys) without even as much aa a thought to the root 
of the problem is what drives people into prostitution. 0n_ the other hand, 
3Sgyj-ng of traditional' types of alcohol 1ike Busaa especially in the rural 

been seen by many adminis^ti_onofficers as a casual sector of 
^■Ijjjgj-ike murder, arson and also it has been, seen as a causeof retardation.

strategies. These and many other perceptions of the Informal

Chang'aa distillation and Busaa brewing are classified among Informal Sec^oij-■ 
activities Mukui (1976.3). One of the factors that was instrumental’ in my 
decision-.to. choose this topic for study was one that has been mentioned by 
l.L.O. (1972.223) that:-
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cases.

The

Sector activities have contributed majcrly < *> the general reactionof the 
government and the public at large about most informal Sector acti -ities; 
to the extent of undue harassment of even those who run Informal Sector 
activities that are beneficial to a large section of the public - for 
example fruit selling along the streets or clothes at open air markets.

It is true that chang’aa and Busaa brewing and drinking have inimical effects 
on the general behaviour of those involved; their relationship with their 

.aociety in general to the extent that they have warranted a 
government_deci^^ to ban them. What then these effects are is an issue 
of significance which though is not the basis of this study, but id^ forms 
part of it .

Chang’aa and Busaa have become a real problem in as much as the behavior 
of those engaged in these businesses interact with those who do not. In 
courts for example, it has become a practice especially in rural areas for 
people (the accused) to detend their crimes by saying that they were drunk 
when they committed the crimes ^hey are accused of: Chang’aa has featured 
prevalently in such

In the fifth Development plan (1984 - 88) the government has stressed its 
desire to develop the Informal Sector as a source of employment and try to 
encourage more interaction between the formal and informal sector that has 
existed before. This of course has not been the trend in foregoing years 
(even I.L.O. notes this) . In most cases, the informal sector has been seen 
not as an innocuous sector but as a 'Parasite' of the formal. (See discus­
sion in literature review). Given this change in attitude which must have 
resulted from the seemingly indegatigable activities of those working in 
the informal sector in the face of harassement from law - enforcers, the 
informal sector provides an arena of interesting studies.

findings of this study will quite evidently cor tribute to the already 
accumulated knowledge on the informal sector as relates to this specific 
problem or topic and in the final analysis, the diliberations will form a 
^rame of reference for government policy makers. Of even further importance 
will be the search for an explanation as to why people who engage in these 
activities (especially brewing of chang'aa and Busaa) have proved incorri­
gible and indifferent to the government's efforts to stop them from carrying 
•^ut this activities.
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1:2 LITERATURE REVIEW

I have already mentioned above in the problem statement that chang'aa and 
Busaa brewing are informal sector activities. The informal sector has been 
defined as:-

One remarkable study has been carried out on chang'aa by Prof. Acuda of the 
department of psychiatry at Kenyatta Hospital. The study ho .’/ever, was 
entirely on psychatric effects of chang'aa drinking. Another study by 

^^ecily Mwangi was done in Mathare Valley but it did not emphasize nor dtttell 
in detail on chang’aa distillation or busaa brewing. Other studies have 
been done on prostitution (Prof. Muga), on drug abuse (Prof. Acuda, Dr, Yambo 
1984). on parking boys. Kiosk business (Mukui 1976) and afew more on Infomai 
Sector activities. This study will be emphatically on chang'aa and Busaa 
without reference to other informal on the socio-economical aspects of these 
activities for example, who (socio-economic status) engages in them, what 
they gain from them, the problems the^encounrer and what measures they think 
can be employed to help them solve such problems.

According to this definition, the informal sector is not rural or urban based 
per-se sector, but a phenomenon of both settingS*infonnal sector activities, 
have also been classified into legitimate and illigitimate - with the former 
including such activities like urban farming, shoemaking, manufacture of 
beer, petty trading, shoe-shining etc. The former are legitimate because a 
licence of operation can be issued unlike the latter case where licences 
cannot be issued. Chang’aa and Busaa brewing are legitimate primary - cum 
secondary informal sector activities. MUkui (1976:4—5)

The concept of informal sector has been discussed in a number of articles 
papers which will be reviewed here. Such are articles by Cecily Mwangi 

11975), William House (1977) l.L.O. (1972). My paramount aim is not to 
<3iscuss the activities that take place in the informal sector, rather, it 
is to unearth and discuss some of the fundamental factors that facilitate 
its growth with special reference to the topic of Busaa brewing and Chang'aa 
'distillation as informal sector activities.

"- an intermediate sector halfway between the traditional 
sector (ie rural - small scale agriculture) and modern 
sector (i.e. industrial activity)" (1976:3)
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1>L>O> (1972:223)

Imbalance between the growth of the labour force, 
the urban population, education and the overall growth 
of the economy, and the imbalance between people’s 
aspirations of work and the structure of income and 
opportunities.”

In our Kenyan context, civil servants have been accused by politicians of 
running private businesses for example kiosks or matatu business through agents 
employed to pose as the real owners. And recently, some teachers, lecturers at 
the university and doctors were accused by flembers of Parliament of operating 
petty - shop keeping business etc. The question to address oneself to is 
whether these businesses are undertaken as a way of supplementing one’s meagre 
salary or whether it is an aspect of 'get-rich-quickly*nature of the capitalistic 
rood© of productions.

(b) The expansion in education is not in harmony with the overall growth in 
economy and job opportunities for school leavers.

t (c) People’s aspirations and expectation:- of work cannot be accommodated in 
the prebent aoonomic set-up given the income disparities and the distri­
bution of job opportunities. It ; j also evident that the labour force

Since unemployed features as the causal factor in the emergence of the informal 
sector, and not the above factors like supplementing one’s earnings; I’ll base 
the discussion on thecauses of unemployment and how unemployment influences the 
emergence of the informal sector. The I.L.O. (1972) report views unemployment 
as a result of the:-

It is not however necessarily true to say that all those operating business in 
the informal sector are unemployed elsewhere. Some of them infact are employed 
within the formal sector and carry out informal sector business as an alterna­
tive source of income to supplement their earning. *

The above generalisation can be broken down further into the following points:- 
(a) The rate at which the labour force and urban population (for the case of 

urban informal sector) is growing is higher than the growth of job 
opportunities in the ^formal sector.

Pteioy scholars have explained the emergence of theinformal sector as having been 
majorly out of the lack of employment in the formal rector - i.e. the inability 
of many people to acquire jobs in the formal sector and the factor that they 
need money for their livelihood leads them to start business that are not 
formal from which they can earn some money to meet their domestic requirements.
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in the country continues to expand every year as the populations of school 
leavers increases and finds its way into urban areas; but the economy of the 
country is faced with two contraints as it tries to deal with this problem. 
There is the issue of lack of resources to expand and create job opportunities 
to meet the demand and there is the problem of the job seekers aspiration that 
arehigher than the available opportunities.

Maize seed, fertilizers etc increase in prices every day and. the question of 
growing a cash crop a 1 acre plot is tentamount to inviting a shortage of 
food because the crop will take years to mature in order to be sold for cash, 

that such a farmer has no other place to plant a food 
by his only family and if the crop does not get a market, he 

will be faced with a severe problem of shortage of food like the case of sugar 
cane planters in Mumias.

Often in most rural areas it is traditional for most patrilined societies for 
parents to allocate land to thier children. Not all areas have succeeded in 
this practice because of the diminishing sizes of land as the population 
increases. However, even allocated such a piece or plot of land to start a 
living with, a school leaver or drop out (or any other adult by traditional 
definition) is faced with lack of financial backing that will unable him to 
cultivate this land and produce anything substantial for his consumption and 
probably for sale in order to obtain other necessary items.

Morever, it will 
crop for the use

The problem of resources is not an easy one to discuss. It is an indisputable 
fact that our country is faced with a simple but crucial problem of lack of 
natural resources like fuel, minerals etc that are instrumental in the develop­
ment of industries which form the core of job opportunities. It is an agricul­
tural oriented country and relies heavily on agricultural strategies to solve 
her economic problems. With this lack of resources to expedite our economy, 
the agricultural strategy remains inadequate as a source of income especially 
for the small scale farmers compound by the increasing shortage of productive 
land.
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Dr. Clayton and Greenidge (1974) writing on unemployment in Kenya, supported 
the I.L.Q observation that the unemployment problem in Kenya is not entirely 
an "absolute shortage of jobplaces but an excess demand for jobs of a specific 
kind." These are jobs that pay enough to obviate the need to seek alterative 
or supplementary sources of incomes — jobs of the white collar kind such as 
teaching, medical practitioner or clerical jobs.

One would want to find out v/hy school leavers in general all over the country 
aspire for 'white-collar' jobs and not any other jobs that could well be 
paying enough to meet the necessary requirements. One of the explainations so 
far brought forward is the nature of the family and social backgrounds of the 
school-leavers (or any other person seeking for employment) and the other is 
the type of education they receive at school that is supposed to prepare them 
for their future lives.

The family backgroung includes parents who are either themselves successful 
and of high socio-economic status or ordinary people who consider themselves 
as ‘unfortunate’ or failures in life. The latter would therefore want their 
children, given the opportunity of education to excel in their performances 
and become 'big shots’. They refer their children to work hard and be like 
these people. As for the well-to-do parents, they cannot imagine or visualise 
their children as failures and a disgrace to the family - they should there­
fore do even better.

It is not suprising then if such a school leaver migrates to the urban areas 
(leaving maybe a wife to look after the farm) to try and obtain a job that 
will not only be his major source of income, but one that will enable him 
save some money for his family at home so that they can (maybe) txy td develop 
the farm.

The social background is made of cultural values, forms of income activities, 
beliefs and attitudes about the 'prosperous' person. Given even the same 
education, a child from maasai does not share the same views about prosperity 
as the child from Kiambu and this is mirrowed in their aspirations. Having 
however, most likely been at the same school, their aspirations undergo certai 
changes during thier interaction with fellow students from different social 
backgrounds and this leads them to develop desires or expectations far more
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different fran whatever tiiey could have been able to achieve in their 
resoective social background.

Todaro's observation does not apply only to formal primary education, 
the same trend is instnmental in secondary curriculun. Very few 
schools include professional courses in their curriculum - for 
^^^arrple carpentrv. agriculture and metal work. Though quite 
'^derstandbly, those schools that have incorporated such courses 

their syllabuses are purged with the prcblera of lack of
adequate capital to subsist than or offer a follow-up of the courses 
®t advanced level. The end result is that the effort is wasted and 
the students undertook such courses do not enjoy any 
professicnal advantage over tlieir cantemooraties who never 
the courses.

Ihe kind of education the students receive at school and vrtiich they 
must use as their 'pass-key' to wliite cellar jobs has been questioned 
too. They have been prepared by an education system that has 
"remained geared towards meeting the manpower needs of the modem 
sector of the economy - the formal sector and white-collar jobs" 
House (1977:357). And according to Lockhart (1977:280), supporting 
the point of view by House he sees the problem of unenplcyment 
as emanating from a "Mls-natch of the job opportunities of school 
leavers and the actual job opportunities open to the majority 
of than". Furthermore Lockhart argues that school leavers actuallv 
believe that they have been educated for white collar jobs.

"....tlie formal primary school education in Kenya is with 
minor adjustments or modification, a direct transplant of 
the colonial system. Qrtphasis is put on literacy, numeracy 
and learning a foreign language. The overwhelming goal 
is to prepare the children to pass exams to proceed to 
secondary school. The priority need of preparing most 
of the students (those destined to spend their lives 
living in rural areas) is given minimal attention".
Todaro (1976:275)

TO address myself to the nature of education that is offered in 
our schools that makes school leaver develop this misguided notion 
of white collar icbs, Todaro (1976) says that the education 
system in this country has not ecfuipped the graduates frcm all 
levels of education, with knowledge and skills that would have 
enabled them to cary out more advantageous and investment geared 
activities; formal or informal. Todaro further says that:-
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The NCEOP noted for example that the numbers of Primary School leavens not 
offered form-1 places had risen from about 84.400 (1964-5) to 142.00 (1974-5)
- a percentage increaseof about 59.4.And so was the trend at *0' level and 
’A' level. And the students who graduated in arts faculty at the University 
of Nairobi were being pushed into teaching.

unemployment among the educated is increasing over time 
the education level at which serious unemployment is 
experienced has risen and it affects these with technical 
as well as those with academic education" NCEOP (1975:279)

The proposal (though controversal) to delay the completion of Primary School 
Education for another two years "would allow the majority of the leavers to 
quit school around the age of fifteen to sixteen rather than thirteen to 
fourteen" NCEOP (1975:279). This strategy was hoped to make it easier for the 
school leavers to be absorbed into the labour force and as well, the two 
years would be utilised to instil skills and knowledge and also to act as a 
re-orientation to basic needs and income earning opportunities. It (the new 
curriculum) would include pre-vocational skills, in particular those related 
to agriculture and small scale business management. It would also seek to 
alter aspiration (of the students) and attitudes in particular those relating 
to agricultural work - focusing on ‘self-reliance and self employment* 
opportunities in the rural areas so that they do not depend on their parental 
support all the time. The idea of Initiativeness and independency was there­
fore very key. The debate on education continues with another observation - 
the ’differential opportunity* in acquiring it. If education were to be used 
as the 'yard-stick' for determining who acquires a job, the opportunity 

acquiring the education has to be universally eqalitafian Cantritouting 
the debate on 'differential opportunity was Todaro who made the following 

obaservation:

A body formed to review the formal aducation in this country; the National 
Committee on educational objectives and policies (NCEOP) - also recognised 
the inadequacy of primary education as an instrument of equpping the child 
who cannot make it to the secondary school with ample and necessary skills 
to help him earn a living from the available resources at home. The body 
therefore come up with the strategy of extending the formal primary education 
to nine years. It said this about unemployment;
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children are not harassed as before and at 
effort towards higher literacy and higher chances of getting 

it has ever been before. So it may not be as serious

disparities of essential income 
example land, infrustructure etc. 
economic structures in Kenya 
income

exist in several ways in the education system of our country. One 
of them is the unequal distribution of schools especially those run by the 
government and are therefore more likely to have a higher standard of education 
offered than those run on harambee basis. There is also the unequal expansion 
in self-help harambee schools - resulting from the inter-regional disparity 
in distribution of resources and income earning activities. Without any doubt 
people in Kiambu for example are better equipped to raise mo ney towards 
harambee than those for example in Kitui.

secondary school level, Bursary schemes have often come to the rescue of 
many a stranded student even though they are frequently sabotaged by influential 
persons for their own personal use.

Our Kenyan context is evidently not egalitarian in the distribution of her 
financial assets and income earning opportunities - witnessed in the regional 

generating and facilitating resources for 
Todaro sees the institutional and socio- 

as catering primarily for the middle and upper 
groups - education is not an exception. I may not agree entirely with 

Todaro's observation because it would seem that our efforts in harambee self­
help projects are not in any way beneficial to the lower income group. Efforts 
have also been made by the government in the form of the primary education to 
ensure that all Kenyans acquire minimal education. It is true that the scheme 
is not perfect wholely since parents- are required to pay other funds, buy books 
and uniform etc; but in essence, 
least it is an 
minimal education them 
as Todaro sees it.

the education system of any country reflects t^e essential 
nature of the socie^-y - If a society is egalitarian in its 
economic and social structures then this will be reflected in 
the education system. Education systems however, tend to perpe­
tuate, reinforce and reproduce that economic and social structure" Todato (1976:271)
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(strategic)

Many children hcwevey, though

Schools in Kenya are a±so divided into hiqh-cost and low-cost - 
serving a cliche of people fron differenct income brackets. And 
as sucti, the quality of educaticn in tliese schools would not be the 
same resulting in poor oerformances in low-cost schools that do not 
have the same facilities like those in high-cost schools. Though 
not all those who attend high-cost schools do better at examinations, 
but it is prestigious to be in such schools and this affects the 
chances of getting a job after canpletina school.
A good majority of those who attend high-cost schools cane frcm 
well-todo families and as I have already said above, they are likely 
to have influential parents with connections in ’right' 
places that facilitates the acquisition of jobs by their children. 
The end result is that even those who have passed their examinations 
from low-cost schools still cannot ccmoete with their counterparts 
from hiqh-cost schools (who may have failed their examinaticns) in 
their struggle to get a job or a training course due to this 
parental influence, in places suitable for acquiring a job. 
The process of 'selection' continues at the level of advancement 
in education. Not every student has a chance to finish his educaticn 
at any given level. There are still high demands for school funds, 
uniforms and books that parents have to forfeit certain basic 
requironents to meet these demands, 
they may finish their formal primary education, but they cannot 
advance to secondary school because the advantage of 'free' educaticn 
does not extend to this level - their futures are doomed because they 
are not equipped with any skills apart fron writing and reading to 
start trying to earn a living.
A good majority of those who have been farced out of school for 
reasons like getting pregnant (for girls) or who have been unable to 
further their education fcr one reason or the other flock to urban 
areas to join relatives and try to look for any kind of job - though 
sane of than cone with nre-determined minds as to what they want to 
*3o. Their failure to detain what they had aspired for according to 
IWABQ. " drives them into the informal sector to start their cwn 
t»ustnesses or work, for proprietors.." TMam (1976 : 280) Most of those 

reached a high level are underorployed in the formal sector as 
rnessengers or sweepers because they are desperately in need of a jcto, 
regardless of the tenns of work. They may be employed in lew producti.v_ 
areas - often on daily basis - but still work for irregular and often
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The unlucky lot of drcpouts at all levels without qualifications, 
failures etc have an even more uphill task to face. In urban areas, 
they beocme ayahs, matatu conductors, (manambas) kiosk attendants, 
shanba boys or beccne street hawkers selling goods like sweets, 
cigarettes and fruits. And many others roam streets day and night 
contributing to congestion, pickpocketing and pilfery. In the rural 
areas, most of them do not want to beccme ’servants* to other people 
and whereas seme of then join their parents to work on the farms 
or rvm petty businesses (like village kiosks), others remain idle 
(often gumsheoing in market places) and still a good percentage 
start petty businesses cn their own that range fran selling farm 
products (like groundnuts, cane and bananas) to more ’hard-core’ 
ones like selling local beer bought fran ’wholesale brewers or 
they themgeTyes undertake brewing and distillation.
Actual brewing or distillation is done by mainly those in their 
teens or twenties with the stpervisicai of their parents. The youngs 
cnes act as scouts on the lookout for the police or participate 
in fetching water or firewood necessary for the activity. Independent 
brewers (therefore those who brew withoutthe help of their parents) 

to hypothesise, mostly young persons (both male and female) 
and those in their middle ages. The age groups range frem 20-30 
years and 31-49 years. And fran the above discussion I hypothesise 
also that the majority of brewers are either of low education or 
not whatsoever.
Ihe informal sector is a haven for many lucrative trades, I.L.O argues 

given this abundance in job opportunities in the informal sector, 
^try into it is a free for all exercise, likewise MUKUI (1976) holds 
the same view. He says for exanple that:

"... Not all those in the informal sector have been pushed ^to there by circumstances. Sane who have no job orientation 
migrate to urban areas to look for work, in or out of the formal 
sector?,' MUKUI (1976:5).' . ... of Lh<

long hours in return for very law rewards (exartple of shop attendants). 
To supplement their law pay, sone canbine * regular’ work with 'off" 
the-jeb businesses v^ich range from petty shep-keeping (often with 
goods stolen fran their places of work) to the selling of illicit 
beers bought fran 'vrfiolesale' brewers. This of course is not 
just evident in urban areas but also quite prevalent in rural areas.



12-

13

In his research on kiosk business, Mukui found that the Ozzners of the 
kiosks were old people c/er forty yers of age and uneducated. They 
errploy young people even tp to 'O’ level standards as attendants.
Xgt the cwners themselves have no intention of looking for jobs in the 
formal sector.
do not however, share the same views as Mukui or the I.L.O as concerns 

entry into the informal sector. As 'free' as it appears, the survival of 
one in the informal sector is based on who he is - ie his status in the 
society (for exarrple the case of civil servants who run informal sector 
activities), one's own cunning (when it comes to evading the police or 
city ccrrmission officers) and of iirportanoe, the connections one has 
made with influential people who can offer 'protection' so that he is not 
harassed.

^d as if in confirmation of the 'protection* issue, the same d^, a 
'^^^^on-box shanty hems near the Nairobi primary was pulled down. And it was 
^^^^rnoured it was because the owner had not paid his dues to seme city ocmnisic 
official and that is why the askaris pulled it down. Evidently no other 
shanty heme was destroyed even though there are about five of them at this 
place.

If one were to conduct a survey of hawkers or street-vendors, the majority 
are 'protected' - that's they are linked to either Concillors, Politicians, 
Police officers. Special branch or C.X.D officers in order to stay in 
businnes. Some of them acquire this protection by virtue of being related 
to such people (eg. wives, cousins etc), others pay for such protection. 
It is not easy to get the evidence for this because most of those people 
feel that they may jeopardise their businesses if they divulge such 
information. But during the ocsipilation of this research, I had the luck 
of talking to a shoe-repairer near the Halls of residence of the University 
of Nairobi and ^at he told me was very shocking. He actually cladmed 
that he pays a minimal amount of Sh.2O weekly to Special Branch Officers 
in order to continue working at this place (which is out of the jurisdiction 
of the university). Quite evidently, I had the chance to witness the 
transaction one day as a Sh.2O note was passed to two shabbily dressed men 
(thou^ quite clean shaven) and my shoe-repairer friend after their departure 
confirmed they were Special branch officers - anyone witnessing the episode 
would never have known or suspected anything in the attire the officers 

dressed.



13

14

Though
For the

Chang’aa distilation also needs capital with vdiich to buy all the necessary 
eguLFsnait. Though borrowing is allowed at a fee, (about Sh.l5 per item 
borrowed) but many brewers prefer to bty their own equipment. Often, teachers, 
civil servants (especially administration officers) join in the business by 
offering the necessary capital as loans. These may be repaid at any oonvinient 
time after the sale of the liquor with a percentage increase - which makes 
them safer than bank loans that need security to guarantee repayment (Ptore-so 
the loans are granted at owner's risk).
Mwanqi (1975) in study of the Unmarried wcmen of Mathare found that they 
PPerate a multiple number or business that includes urban farming, prostituf " 

brewing. The influx of people into such business increases year by 
year - aue to the "inability of the formal sector to provide jcb oportunities 
for the increasing pcpulation" I.L.O (1972:224) This azgumsnfct is supported

Tadaro v^o says that dv®^^ the 1970's, there was an output of about 
200,000 pecple a year frcm all levels of education, yet there was only an 
®5^>ansion of 30,000 a year job opportunities during the same period.

*Ihe issue of protection extends to the rural areas as well, 
here, it is mostly to' those running businees like brewing, 
case of the site of this research, Idakho, I have often witnessed 
cases where a brewer pays either by cash or in kind (eg a bottle of 
Chang’aa) an administration officer so that the brewer is not harassed 
during raids. The most corrupt officers are Assistant Chiefs, chiefs 
and administration officers.
i^>art frcan protection, - to continue with the debate on "free” entry 
into the informal sector -is the issue overlooked by Mukui and the I.L.O.

/yJIhis is the issue of capital to use for starting business in the informal 
sector. One needs quite a substanial amount of money to get his business 
off the ground. In roost cases the capital ccsnes before protection - 
therefore whoever is offering the protection also funds the person vho 
wants to start business with starting capital with vrtiich to buy ^paratus 
of material (eg carts - mikokoteni) necessary for the business. Others, 
without offering protection, provide money to run the business but share 
the proceeds with the seller - such is the case of cloth-delers. It is 
an investnent that is even prevalent in rural areas.
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  rural areas and
 (o^

there is the need for cash, cash

more 
informal sector activities 
As for my site, 
brewing traditiaial beers 
A casual c±)servation will 
brewers in rural areas

A large number of people are 
to urban areas to lock for jobs 

(or enough of it) to support themselves 
Connenting on the issiK of landlessness in the

J MP-lANGI (1975) also says that the majority of tliose engaged in trying
illegal brands of beer are w^en. In the rural areas, this might not
be the case; Idakho for example shows no special sexual division
(or disparity) - Fran a casual observation both sexes are well 
represented. As for the drinkers there is a clear male doninance but 
the ages for habitual drinkers is similar to that of the brewers. 
Quoting DR. NDETEI, DOROTHY KMEYU (a DAILY NATION COLUMNIST) in one 
of her essays on alcoholism (1983) says that the age for excessive 
drinking is between 20 - 29 years and 40 - 49 years. For the Idakho 
context, I hypothesise the age bracket is 20 - 49 and male daninated. 
Having thus dealt with the question of entry into the informal sector, 
I will now turn to the last - though quite major factor in the emergency 

«
of the informal sector.
This is the questicn of lack of land, 
forced to migrate from the rural areas 
because they do not have land 
(and their families). 
rural areas I.L.O says that:-

« the intoalance in the eamwgs in 
ucban areas is i---only source of eocfncmic develcpnent.
even with it to hypothesise) — ---
for taxes, school fees harantoee funds etc

Lack of land (or inadequate supply of it) drives many rural folks 
whether young or old to seek direct sources of cash. The lucky few 
get enpioynent in places like schools - as watchmen, farm labourers
etc. But the majority have two major courses of action - either to

 
migrate to urban areas to look for paying jobs or start small-time business like selling fruits, vegetables, miraa etc. Others undertake

risky businesses that Include what (1976) terms • illegitimate
- for exairple robbery, smuggling etc.

(and a good many other places) a large number turn to 
or drinking and sitting at roadsides.
thus generate the hypothesis that most of the 
(including Idakho) are either peasants or
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Furthermore and of significance is the observation by I.IO. that;
"Incomes in the informal sector activities (especially
in rural areas) aije significantly higher than seme earned 
by working for exanple as a wage labourer on small farms 
or inoones received by farners tilling small plots of land" 
I.L.O. (1972:224)

To illustrate point, I will given an exanple of Chang'aa or 
Busaa brewing. A drum of Busaa grosses about shs. 250 (see Chapter 
3). Minus the oost, the profit is about shs. 70. Assuming that the 
brewer will prepare a total of four drums in one month, he is 
expected to have a profit of about shs. 300. A wage labourer on the 

hand, especially in rural areas.- (like those working for 
'wealthy people) norma Uy earn between shs.200 and shs.250 per month, 

on most occasions, are not paid regularly- As for the farmer, 
inccuB cones after the harvest - if he has any surplus for sale 
therefore he cannot equal the brewers unless he has a large farm 
land and/or grows a cash crop like tea. Chang'aa profit are even 

^gher (see Chapter 4). Fran this information, I further hypothesise

those who are tradxtia'ially referred to as 'poor' 
ctefinition).
CLftyiON (1974:8) also contributes to the question of land, 
to him hewever, it is not so much the issue of lack of land, but the 
’unequal distribution' of it. This is certainly the case for our 
Kenyan context. It is well knewn that there are people in Kenya 
with fertile chunks of land enough be sub-divided into plots 
enough to be utilised by another one hundred people. Some people 
do not even cultivate them. Yet in other places, there are squatters 
with hardly a plot to build a house.
Though this unequal distribution of land is one of the aspects of 
our eoonony or mode of production, but then it is inevitable that 
sone people should own so much vAien others do not have anything. It 
is also inevitable that those vAio do not have such assets like land 
will turn into informal sector activities (thou^ they are joined by 
even those who have such assets) - Poaching, hawking, brewing are 
sane of the most prevalent.
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that lack of assets that generate rnocme (or lack of job opportunities) 
leads people into brewing Chang'aa or Busaa as alternative sources of 
inocxne or as a way to supplement their meagre earnings.

Though no writer has yet talked about this, but the sporadic 
harassment of people in the informal sector for example brewers in 
Mathare or in mral areas like Idakho reached a climax in 1979 when 
PRESIDENT MOI issued a directive to District Ccnmissioners to consult 
with wananchi over the issue of beerhalls (Busaa clubs) and cone up 

? with a solution as to whether they should continue to operate or not 
and whether any new beerhails were to be licenced.

.^Chapter 3).
Speculating the consequences of this move- vhen most District 
Ccnmissioners had ordered the closure of every beerhall in the juris­
diction without even asking for public opinion - the then Editor in 
Chief of the 'DAILY KgkTION' MR. GITHI, predicted the "inevitable 
increase in brewing and drinking of other brands of beer (i.e Chang aa, 
beer and ^rfiisky), since they had not been included in the directive.
DAILY NftnON, EDITORIAL, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14IH 1979:4
From a casual observation of the situation in Idakho and other parts 
of the country, the editor Mr. Githi was not far from the truth.
Sin^_beer_aDdJ<^-^^^fi-e3®  ̂ other cheap alternative
brand of beer available in most rural areas (like Idakho) and even 
urban areas, was Chang'aa. And many people despite the fact that 
distillation of Chang' aa was illegal Jstope it Jh@d neygr beai. l^ajised)  
turned to distillatiCTi and drinking of Chang'aa. One thing becane 
clear, if caie were to be arrested because of brewing, then it better

worth tiie effort and risk.
Busaa, thou^ che£?3er to prepare (due to cost) was not as profitable 
as Qiang'aa and therefore many pec^>le (brewers) opted for Chang'aa.
As for the drinkers, with the subsequent scarcity of Busaa, they 
turned to the one 'cheap' and available brand of beer - Chang'aa. 
lb hypothesise; the closure or order to close beerhalls by District
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Conroissicners actually resulted in an increased distillation of 
Chang’aa (and its cons unpt ion) though it resulted in a decreased 
brewing and drinking of Busaa.

informal sector, says MUKUIf is characterised by 'indegenous 
resources' and labour intensive technology. It therefore has the 

> ^^antage of not being a drain of foreign exchange either as;

Similarly MUKUI as well as I.LO. have stressed the need to develop 
the informal sector as well as the agricultural sector- MUKUI for 
exanple criticises some writers like KAPLINSKY (1975:224) who argue 
that the informal sector is a 'parasite' of the formal sector:

« to argue that the informal sector is a parasite is 
analogous to viewing Renyas' development as being parasitical

To summarise thm, let us turn to sane of tlie reconmendations that have 
been advanced by several writers- LOCKHAPT (1977) sees the 
solution cis lying in the efforts to change the attitudes of school 
leavers and their aspirations, 'in particulars, these relating to 
agricultural work' LOCKHART (1977:279). Of the same view is TCXIAPD 
vho thinks that to facilitate such a change in attitude:

"... Only an increase in rural incare opportunities can
reduce the rural-urban wage difference (the basis for 
aspirations for vhite-collar jobs) and hence curtail 
miration to urban areas in search of jobs. Since Kenya's 
eccnory is dependent on agriculture, it is only obvious 
that the agricultural sector should be developed so as to 
create enployrrent opprtunities of the same magnitude as in 
urban areas" TODARO (1976:273-4)

rather than dependent for relying cn foireign technology. The 
future of the informal sector depends on the attitude of the 
planners towards the poor" MUKUI (1976:9)

MUKUI further argues that the volume of trade between the formal 
sector and informal sector is very large. lotf inoaie earners in the 
formal sector are buying more from the informal sector. What the 
informal sector does is to provide the formal sector with goods and 
services at very low prices - for exanple food and clothes- Busaa 
and Chang'aa are no excepticn - many people, even those who can 
afford it, are shifting from beer to drinking Chang'aa (CX3). Others 

it as an appetizer before they start drinking other brands of 
alcchol - this it is understood, stimulates the action faster (an 
effort to beat the increasing prices of liquor).
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MUKUI (1976:14)

!•

I.L.O. on the other hand sees the solution to facilitating a 
change of attitude in jcb seekers aspirations as ocmtained in 

the developnent of the informal sector so that jcb 
cpprtunities in this sector are as carpet it ive as those in 
the formal secto" I.L.O (1972:226).

"...Payments for inputs or for the repartriation of profits ~ 
hence it can only be exploited by the international econcmic 
system through the ’formal sector*"

From these arguments it is understandable and quite clear that no 
one method can be eirployed to solve the unenployment problem in 
Kenya. The education system has to be reviewed, though not 
necessarily as to put an enphasis on technical aspects as sorte 
people see it (because this would still lead to a flooding of the 
market) but as to have a contextual application or meaning in our 
Kenyan society- Given that we are agricultural-oriented, this sector 
should be given more enphasis in schools than any other- Agriculture 
has the immediate limiltation of land but if we can produce enough 
to afford to export seme, this can eam^.Qa&' extra foreign exchange 
which would be utilised in developing agriculture. Indeed as the 
editorial in DAILY NATICN says:

" . - It is irrportant to appreciate that the only way to 
increase anployment opportunities is to raise productivity. 
Covpled with a rise in the quality of goods and services, 
this would ej^and the econoiy and? this would in turn; Increase 
job opportunities.." DAILY NATICM, EDITORIAL FRIDAY, APRIL 
20, 1984:6.

lhe land tenure issue has to be reviewed so as to curb the 
enmassing of large ’shambas’ by a f0«7 individuals while others starve 
for lack of a plot to plant even just a little maize for family 
consunp>tian- Even them in the rural areas, there has got to be a policy 
formulated that will entail the use of seme measures that will be 
taken against those who do not utilise their lands though they are very 
fertile and spent their time brewing Busaa or drinking and loafing 
at market places.

informal sector has to be given a second thought and actual 
Pleasures taken to find ways of tapping the money generated in this
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sector contributes to 
funds used to raise the 
those operating ‘.x 

businesses in this sector can be used to promote then.

sector by taxation or licensing so that the 
our eccnciT^c develc^jment. In any case, the 
personnel that is involved in running after 
• legitimate'



20

CHAPTER 2

METITKDOLOGy

2:1 HYPOTHESIS

1.

2.

5.
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The literature review that precedes this chapter has generated the 
hypotheses numbered below. The hypotheses arise iron the discussion on 
several issues in the literature review among which is the key concept 
of unQTiplo\2Qent. All the hypotheses centre on the topic of 
brewing and distillation of Busaa and Chang’aa respectively as they 
interelate with variables like sex, age, status and occupation of 
the brewers and drinkers. All the hypotheses given belov will be 
examined in Chapter 4 on data analysis to determine their credibility. 
Listed below then are the hypotheses for quick reference and also 
after then ccmes a sub-section on operationalisation of variables.

The closure of clubs resulted in a noticeable increased rate 
of distillation and drinking of Chang’aa but a decrease in 
brewing and drinking of Busaa.
Peasants and othAT- people usually referred to as poor form the 
largest portiCTi of brewers and drinkers of either Busaa or 
Chang’aa.

3. Brewing and drinking activities for both Busaa and Chang’aa 
are drypinated by people with low or no educat ion at all^

4- A large portion of the drinkers are of youthful age (0 - 49 yrs) 
. than old ages (50 and over years) and mostly males.
Lack of job opportunities (or memplcyment) leads people into 
brewing Chang’aa and/or Busaa as alternative sources of inocrae.
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2:2 OPERA^TCNALISATION OF VARIABLES

HYPOTHESIS VARIABLES INDICATORS

1

brewing and drinking
after the ban/closure

2

Deoendent

Level achieved

4

5

- Directive to close 
clubs ^here the public 
has agreed to the 
directive).

- Nunber of brewers, 
drinkers, quantity 
brewed, frequency of 
brewing, quantity drank 
and sold before and

responses in 
questicmaire (see no. 2}

Type of work - Nurrber 
of peoDle working 
as above

Number of years
Male/Female 
see above 2

-Type of work (occuEjation) 
-Size of land, cattle 
-Number of people bracing 
and drinking Busaa/Chang’aa 
in relation to indepe­
ndent variable.

Dependent - Increased 
rate of Chang’aa distil­
lation and drinking 
Decreased rate of Busaa

Independent - closure 
Busaa clubs

Independent - Occv^oaticn
- Status
- Brewing 

and drinking of Chang *aa 
and Busaa

Independent - Age
- Sex

Dependent - Drinking 
of Busaa/Chang’aa

Independent - Bducaticn 
Dependent - Brewing / 
distillation of Busaa 
and Chang’aa

Independent - Unarploy- 
ment
Dependent - Brewing 
and distillation
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Definition of Concepts and Terminology (operational)2:3
WHOLESALE BUYER1.

2. WHOSLESALE BBHaJER

3. FACTORY

4. POOR

5. PEASANT

(Note: the size of land

6. IN0O4B

7. PROTECTION

activities.
23

The nlace where most of the brewers gather to distill Chang’aa 
(Busaa is brewed at heme) - esoecially along river banks.

Those farmers who cultivate their small (about 2-5 acres) 
nieces of land in the rural areas and use the products as food 
for the family without sale of surplus, 
is contextual — applies only to Idakho).

One who brews in large nuantities or continuously using mostly 
drums as a measure (instead of nots) - He also brews for a number 
of times not less than 4 in a period of one month.

’*Jhat the brewers obtain from the sale of their distilled Chang’aa 
or Busaa brewed regardless of the costs.

A t^rm used here to refer to the situation where a brewer has 
offered either cash or alcohol or any other inducement to 
administration officers (or anv other person with authority) so 
so that he is not harassed or arrested during raids.
Note: The term also applies to other people in informal sector

Operational definition for Idakho context (traditionally) is 
a person without land or with a small plot of it (not exceeding 
10 acres). A person who has no animals (e.g cattle) or verv few of 
poor health and are not more than 10 in number.

One who buys (purchases) Chang’aa or Busaa not in bottles, 
glasses or tins, but in five-litre or 20 litre cans (for Chang’aa) 
or 5 1 itre cans and kettles (large - for Busaa).
He is also known as 'MIDDUMAN' (literal translation from 
MUKCMROLI). He later sells what he has bought at a higher price.
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8. Ut®MPL02ED

2:4 Site Selection

24

Used here to mean those who are not working for anv wanes or 
saiarv. It also refers to those who do not have land or have 
only a small plot (less than 1 acre) and therefore do not 
cultivate for crons - (they are therefore not peasants).

Ihe choice of Ikolanani (Idakho) was also due to ny familiarity 
with the area as a resident there- It was an added advantage 
because most of the respondents proved helpful even though they 
feared the information they were giving out would incriminate them - 
but at least they took me as one of their own children and not 
a stranger. Since the location of Idakho consists of only one 
sub-ethnic group, there was no language barrier and this was 
advantageous since most of the respondents were either illiterate 
or could not understand English (and/or Kiswahili) even though 
they could read and write in Luhya having been to school but drooped 
out on lower levels.

I had two alternatives to mv choice of the site for this study - 
either in an urban settina or in a rural setting. I decided not to 
choose Nairobi because a studv had been dene in Mathare valley on 
brewing activities- The other likely Places of where braving 
activities are corroon are Fldoret, Kitale and Kakamega though 
Nakuru and parts of Central Province urban centres also experience 
the practice. However, resources (funds) were limited to allav me 
to stay at an urban centre where I would have to pay for 
acconmodation and therefore I decided to extend the study cn 
informal sector activities to the rural areas - though this was 
not the first time for such a study (of Nairobi University Team 
1977).
Initiallv, the research was meant to enconpass the whole of 
Ikolcmani Division - consisting of two locations i.e Iddkho and 
Isukha. However, I was advised by my supervisor to concentrate 
on Idakho only due to the large size of the division.
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2:5 Techniques of Data collecticn

A, Interview schedule

25

I had also out of curiosity and nersonal interest snent quite 
a icnq time with brewers and drinkers near iry hone and equipped 
myself with general knowledge about brewing and drinking of 
either Chang’aa and/or Busaa and this proved verv helpful 
especially when sane respondents became hesitant and unwilling 
to answer questions and therefore resorted to telling lies about 
the activities.

Chang’aa distillation has already earned itself a name as a 
sensitive issue on political and social levels. As such, people 
are.prone to be less enthusiatic about answering guesticns about 
it for fear of incriminating themselves. Any technique adopted 
for this stucfy to tan informatics fron the people has to be 
a technique that involves intensive inter-acticn (face to face) 
with them so as to create a rapport in order to ease the inevitable 
tension that will obviously prevail between the people and the 
researcher v4io will be branded an informer or government C.I.D. 
I have therefore adopted all the available methods that proved 
adequate at varying stages with a few irregularities especially 
in the intervies schedule.

This was delivered in two procedures. 'Ihe first was a structurally 
formulated interview - therefore the questions were prepared and 
written cn a sheet of paper and read (not necessarily in the same 
order) to the respondent, vrfio answered than in his or her own 
words without being given a choice of answers. 'They were open-ended 
questions - for example; what were the functions of Busaa in the 
traditional community? Ihe informants were in a way ’key informants’ 
3rid their answers were recorded in a notebook and then later compiled 
to form vrfiat appears here as the 'Historical background’ in 
Chapter 3,
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Ihe first stage in 'Staining these 'key informants* was to find 
out from the local headman (LIKURIJ) in each respective sub-location 
and other hand-picked drinkers and brewers of experts in the 
field of brewing - by virtue of their age# duration in brewing and 
where necessary by the quantities they brewed. The most eligible 
ones were old men or wonen above 50 years of age. Fran each 
sub-location I obtained at least one key informant bringing the 
total nunber of respondents to 10 out of eight sub-locaticais.
In two sub-locations i.e Madivini and Shikulu, I obtained two from 
each of them - the two added were former club-a-*7ners at Shisejeri 
and Shikulu markets and so they supplied information about clubs. 
No single person has credit for giving the information in this 
section because all the information was canpiled into one Chapter.

•The second procedure was the questionnaire. This was the key method 
of the research. Conies of the questionnaires had been prepared 
beforehand without any tangible form of identification (like a 
place for the name of the respondent) but for my own purpose, I 
had numbered the questionnaires from 1 to about 150. A few of 
the respondents could read and write in English and I gave them the 
questionnaire to fill themselves. However, during the first tvro 
weeks of the research in which I spent in my cwn sub-location in 
order to get acquainted with the methods, I discovered the 
limitation of the questionnaire - people were not ready to have

Ihe obvious bias in choosing the right key informant was reduced by 
not accenting the choice of the heacSman nor his friends as the 
final word but by also consulting with a fstf brewers and drinkers 
until we came to a consensus. In order to get the most suitable key 
informant therefore j. i first spend a few minutes or an hour at a 
drinking place on the first day of the visit to each sub-location 
where I could talk to the drinkers and brewers present at the 
session to establish to them the nature of the research and also 
to try and get the key informant. I tried not to carry out any 
research cn this day about the problem of brewing and drinking 
unless I obtained the key informant quickly.
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v^at they were saying recorded on the nuestionnaire exceot for 
those who could read and write in English and did not see anything 
irregular with the procedure.

The other ad^itionwas more tedious and also irregular but there 
was no option. The respondents who could not read nor write proved 
very sceptical about the whole business. As such, they were very

I was forced therefore to adant the Questionnaire technique in two 
wavs- First, I persuaded a close friend of mine - a form four 
school leaver who drinks both Busaa and Chang’aa to act as an 
’assistant’. Although this m^ be irregular but I found it was 
not easv for me to walk to drinking places and start interviewing 
people straight away when in fact I was not a drinker of either 
type of alcohol and therefore had no right to be at the session - 
since it is not eay to trace any drinker at hone.
Ihe work of ny ’assistant’ - a habitual drinker of any alcohol, himself, 
was two fold; to introduce for me to the brewers and drinkers about 
the research and ccxivinoe them of ny ’cleanliness’ - i.e not a C.I.D. 
The other function after this was to appear for me vhen I delivered 
a questionnaire to a person or a respondent v^o knsv how to read and 
write in English. I had briefed him about the vhole research and 
he was familiar with the ouestionriaire and therefore his jc^ was to 
help the respondent fill in the answers whenever the respondent had 
prcblsns in ccnprehending a question- However, even so, I tried 
to be near so that I oould offer help or supervision since it was 
an irregular procedure. The respondents who came under iry 
’assistant’s’ guidance were mostly standard ei^t or seven drop-outs 
but those of higher acadaaic qualificatiois (or level) were left 
cn their own unless they requested ny presence. Apart from this 
’assistant’ was of course the local headman for each sub-location 
(the one they called ’Senior’ or overall) and one car two of drinkers 
who also were helpful as I have said about the key informants - these 
ones however were temporal and I obtained or replaced them in each 
sub-location and tock others from the new sub-location.
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On the questionnaire, this information could be recorded later.
The resoondent would of course feel that the sheet of naper alcne

The majority of these people therefore refused to have their 
responses (having been very heloful and understanding to release 
them - to their own child) written’on the official oaner. I am 
sure, if another researcher went back to the same area .(even now 
that raids have intensified) he would not get any replies to his 
questions. So I had to prepare seoarate sheets of paper - rough 
looking - to record on the informaticn. The plain papers had no 
nuntoers cn them although I identified them nyself by secretly 
writing a number cn each of them so that at the end of each day, 
I re-entered the informaticn on the questionnaires. To facilitate 
this, I had a ocpy of the questionnaire fran i^^ch I read the 
question and translated them simultaneously into Luhya, and 
several sheets of paper onto vhich I wrote the answers. For 
exanple. Question 1 cn the questicnnaire would be answered 
below on the sheet of pa^etz

hesistant and concerned about their responses being entered on the 
questionnaire paper - because as they argued, the paper would be 
brought to Nairobi and thev would be traced easily frcm its 
contents. It may appear illogical but one must understand again 
that I was dealing with mostly illiterate people who are very 
sensitive to anything that looks official and even so, something 
touching on their safety in society. These people had been 
harassed frequently day and night about Chang’aa and therefore, due 
to the heavy fines, imrisonment etc, they were very sure that time 
had ocoe v^en they ^A^ere to caught easily. The cfuestionnaire, 
thou^ it did not request for any names, taut all the same, it was the 
evidence the government wanted in order to catch than.

Q- 1 (a). 395/= per month.
Whereas question 14 (sectioi B) could be answered as ; 

0- 14 (b) 2 times, 1% years, 6 months.
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■^uld not crucify him or her and answer the questions accord i ng 1 y, 
At the end of each day - having interviewed 4 to 6 peoole, or 
less, I would now enter the information on the questionnaires.

For example, if I asked a brewer hew many times he brews per 
week and he said three times (not very possible for Chang’aa or 
Busaa because of the duration of the fermentation nrocess - 
3-4 days for Busaa and 5-7 days for Chang'aa) I would then 
I^ncw she or te was lying either intentionally or ignorantly.
I would then start discussing about the orocess until I found 
out how he/she organised in order to brew that

I did not encounter anv nrcblems with the choosing of the key 
informants nor convincina then to talk about Busaa or Chang'aa. I 
was knewn as being interested in 'Utamaduni' - having once carried 
out a research on traditional oral literature (stories and tales) 
in the same ^ea, and to the informants, it was like a continuaticn, 
since no single question called for personal involverrent,
Ihe District Officer had also requested the peoole to be heloful 
and although they were sceotical, but gave me what they could.
With the other resoendents, it was in a way tedious to re-write 
the answers on the questionnaires at the end of each day, but 
this was the cnly prcSolem since I wrote all they said without 
trying to msnorise anything - which could end in loss of information. 
No information was therefore lost tbKough trananission. The otheT- 
likely flotf of the quality of answers was limited by ny already 
gathered informaticn about Chang'aa and Busaa brewing - during the 
time I have spoken of above- Without questicning the answers 
given, I would be able to detect a lie cxi any question. In such a 
case vhen I detected a lie, I would stc^ using the guestimnairp 
and try to talk around the question I had a^ed so as to verify 
the validity of the answer. In all chses, this paid dividends 
because I would then get the rightful answer.



29

b). Participant observation

2:6 Sampling
At the tdnB of the writing of the proposal, my target of respondents
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and in the end he/she would agree with me that it would not he 
possible to make it - unless the persor. was a wholesale brewer 
and actually brewed both Chang'aa and Busaa simultaneously.

Ihe cnly problon here was that of being branded a C.I.D but as 
I have said, this was limited hy the help of my ’assistant' - 
Oily once do I remenber vhen a drinker publicly branded me as 
an S.B. officer but dananded for my authoritation letter (which 
I produced) to prove that I was not.

It was the most tricky of all the methods because of the fact 
that I do not drink either Busaa or Chang’aa. But my 'assistant' 
again came to ny rescue. With him, we could visit drinking places 
and while he drank and joked with other drinker, lie would at the 
same time try to cbtain respondents for me. This method was 
the one I used to get the drinkers for w questionnaires. The 
cnly difference here was that most of than had known about the 
research since by this time I had already interviewed the brewers 
and word had spread about it. In each sub-location, the interview 
for drinkers came last. This 'hidden* participant ctoservation 
technique was also used to gather any valuable information about 
generally the activity of drinking and brewing ^idiich might not 
have cone during the 'key informant' session. I renariber at 
cne time, at a drinking session for Busaa vtere ny 'assistant' 
and I had gcaie as early as 6 a.m in order to watch it and gather 
any informaticn or interview a few people before th^ left for 
Chang'aa. One drinker, a teacher, told me sone taboos about 
drinking Busaa vdiich the key infcocmants had not told me about. 
Thou^ these are inclined within the others in Chapter 3, but 
it just ^ows how useful it was to 'participate'.
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However, •hb-jg is not the factor behind the choice of 120 respondents.
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Sinilarlv, drinkinq habits varv less since most neoole orefer to 
drink after work - the tvoe of alcohol drank is the same and 
differences (minimal) will feature in amount and regularity.

Idakho location consists of 10 sub-locations. To have anple 
time to cover eacti sub-location ademiatelv, I snend 5 tO'6 days 
in each sub-location and left the weekends for checking throuh the 
information given. I started with my cwn sub-location and sTDent 
the last two weeks of Aoril here. As a result, this sub-location

However, of a consolation effect is the realisation that in 
actual sense, the information given ty the respondents was not 
very varied - in most cases, three to five respondents would 
have similar answers to the questions asked and the only 
difference would be maybe in their locations (hone areas). Most 
females interviewed for example of the same age and education 
level would give similar answers v^en it came to their brewing 
practices. Brewing is like planting of maize - therefore people 
do not just do it at randan. If one lives in an area vdiere maize 
is planted twice a year, he does the same unless he plants enough 
at a go. So like the frequency of brewing, hew much is brewed 
or sold, there is very little variation but the information can 
be grouped in three sections — those who brew when they chance 
to get money (no fixed time, amount) , regular brewers (2-4) 
times in one month in similar quantities, and vrtiolesale brewer 
(4 and above times).

war IOC, d’vided quc*llv amonn brt eiJ and dr inkers.
This was not the case in the field nowever, I finally obtained 
a sanple of 120 respondents; 60 brewers and 60 drinkers (excluding 
the 10 key informants). The sum of 120 respondents is the total 
number of respondents interviewed without deduction. This 
however, does not mean that in the whole of Idakho, there are 
only 120 brewers and drinkers, but this is the much I could 
get fran the population of brewers and drinkers, given the 
nature of the topic.



31

In any case, the Chief felt
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has the largest number of respondents - this did not however 
alarm me because according to the Chief, it had the highest 
number of brewers and drinkers of Chang’aa and Rusaa.

The other one, Shiseso, the 
unco-ooerative and offered no helo 

vdiich made it difficult for me to carry out the research because 
the villagers oroved very hostile - a close associate of the 
neighbouring sub-location’s Assistant Chief hinted that oeo^le 
in the sub-location were allcwed to brew at night bv special 
lioenoe frcm the Assistant Chief at a fee.
Ihe two sub-locaticns, Sabane and Madivini had the lowest 
respondents - Sabane because the area Assistant Chief is so rough 
that brewing activities are verv minimal - to get a person to 
accOTt that he brews was very hard? ’^tedivini because at the time 
I had just started carrying out the research. Police-men frcm 
Vihina raided the area and the necple thought that I was b^ind 
the raid, by this time, I had, just interviewed the key informants - 
a wcman and the former area Assistant Chief. The three brewers 
and four drinkers I only got by the helo of the Assistant Chief.
As for the remaining sublocations, I tried to equalize the 
nxmibers but it was imoossible because of the resocxises. As a 
result, no ratio of whatever kind was used in distributing the 
respondents among the sub-locations. In any case, sore stib- 
locations like Iguhu, fhikulu and Shibuname cire larger than the 
others and trying to equalise the nurber frcm each sub-location 
would just distort the oicture. Overleaf is a table to show 
the distribution.

Out of the ten sub-locations, two were left out - one of them 
was the Chief’s c*^’n sub-location which had no noticeable brewing 
activities though it was rumoured that some neople were allowed 
to brew by the special licence, 
embarassed v^en I told him that I would cover his sub-location 
and therefore I had to leave it out. 
Assistant Chief was very
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NO. OF DRINKERSNO. OF BRR^ERSOF SUB-LOCATION

14141. IGUHU
992. SHIBUNAME
993. SHIKULU

8 64. SHTV7\GAIA
885. SHISBJFRI
666. SHITOLI
431.

438. SABANE

6060TOTAL

fni-eTnri<=wg wexe carried as follcwss—Ihe

a). Key Informants

b). Brewers
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To obtain the brewers, we would walk with the headman and go 
to any hone where he knew they brew either Busaa or Chang'aa 
(stAT+ing with his own if he a br®rer - the Assistant 
Chief would tell me). At the home, if we found the brewer.

The first d^v of the research for each sub-location was to 
attend a Baraza organised by the Assistant Chief - in which I 
would be introduced to the people and vhere I told them about 
the resear-rih- The remainder of the day, I went to one or two 
drinking olaces with w 'assistant' - would drink as usual 
- and the headman of the area (the senior headman was like a 
deputy Assistant Chief) • At the drinking places visited, I 
would then try to detain the 'key informant' using the 
orocedure I outlined, above, in the techhique section. Of time 
aTlowed, I would intervi®/ the key informant. As it were, 
they were interviewed on the first or secaid day in each 
sub-locaticn.
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c). Drinkers

Hiere were easy to obtain dru.e they care from different parts
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brewer and then if he or she was willing to talk to us,.l 
would ccmnence the interview, vje tried to avoid hones 
v^ere there were drinkers after going to one such hone and 
all drinkers run off into the bush for fear of us being the 
Police, but would cons back to it later as soon as most of 
the drinkers had left. If a brewer was hostile or unwilling 
to talk, I would then abandon the interview unless iry ’assitant’ 
managed to convince him/her - since it was a vuluntary exercise. 
The information I received as I have already said was entered 
on seoarate sheets of gaper unless the brewer said she/he did 
not mind where it was written. If the respondent refused to 
continue with the interview, for any reason vAiatsoever I would 
only ask a few questions without recording anything to test the 
type of information I would have obtained and unless the 
respondent changed his/her mind or mood, I would not continue 
with the interview.
As a result of this, after visiting three or so homes, I would 
be able maybe to interview without any orcblon one or two of 
the brewers, maximum nuntoer of respondents (brewers) for 
each sub-location I had set at ten (10) and therefore if I 
interviewed any number above five (5), I would not mind if I 
did not get any other (except for the two sub-locations 
mAnt-i oned earlier). As for those who proved hesistant, as I 
have said above, the questions I asked were mostly like the 
size of their land, property, what type of alcohol they 
brewed, how many tines etc so that I would find out if there 
were major variations with informaticn received fran other 
respondents. The interviews for brewers commenced after inter­
viewing the key informant for a period of two or three days. 
The renaining two days, I used them to obtain the drinkers.

we woul*. then Leave
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of the suhj-location or even the location and outside the 
JocaticBi. was no need to cover a large area looking for
than. After interviewing the bracers, I would then start 
visiting drinking places — there was no fear of people running

since by then they had kncwn about roe “ and then I would 
use the procedure I outlined in the Technique Section - using 
ny 'assistant’. Thene eas no order in picking the drinkers, 

were wi lling came forward and I interviewed them.
TViig was no like interviewing farmers or other pecple vhere
I for exanple interview every fifth to tenth person.
I picked thCTu as they: came and interviewed everyone of them.
Bat a few were persuaded ly tiie headman (especially old wazees) 

would not have listened to even me alcxie. Ihe same J.uraber 
of drinkers as brewers was picked frcm each sub-location 
esQO^st for IhrBe sub—locations.
SftTte; an interviews were carried out in semi-privacy 
that is, only three people participated - the respondent, the

■ headnan (or ny ’assistant’), and nyself.
□his was to avoid any dv^jlication of information.
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AND DRINKING
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Chang'aa and Busaa brewing, drinking? the closure and ban
Ndwhere in the' lawss of Ker^ has Chang* aa ever been made legal.
Busaa on the other hand, has been legal (and still is legal to an 
extent - there are places where clubs are still cpen e.a Huruma in 
MA-i-rrbi) t to the establishment of beerhalls (Busaa clubs) and obtain­
ment of a licence to run them fron the office of the District Cortmissioner 
(the liquor licencing Chairmen) -^v^j***

Ths to 'close* Busaa clubs was issued by the President and
reported in the na-ily Nation, Wednesday, Decentoer 20th 1978. The 
Prefiident expregfi^T concern over the way people neglected their farms 
and other development activities and turned to excessive drinking. As 
he put it, "we must build a healthy nation, that is why we must return 
to pair tradition- and 'feed cxjr children with milk and not liqucr" • 
DftlLy NATia? (above quoted 1978:1)
DistricfcCcnmissioners all over the country were entrusted with the 
responsibility of consulting with wananchi and finding out whether the 
presence of beerhalks (Busaa clubs) was necessary or not. And also 

any new beerhalls were to be licenced or not.
SSiisawas theznatvirB of the President's message- It was not an order 
to close down the clubs, but a directive to the effect that such a 
step would be taken if the wananchi aoreed with their District 
Canuist^oners that it was the best alternative.
Most of the District CoimisSicners all over the country however, 
exaggerated the issue and actually ordered -the closure of Busaa / 

. clubs in their jurisdicticn without even consulting the ordinary 
wananchi about it. For example in South Maragoli - (Daily Nation 
January Tuesday, 30th 1979).- Where a leader's conference 
unanimously gave authority to the concerned authorities to close 
down ail Busaa clubs in the location. Sone of the District 
Cotmissioners led Barazas where all Members of Parliament and 
other local leaders were recuested to address the wananchi - in all the 
cases, the leaders oondenined 'excessive drinking* of alcchol and
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called for an end to Busaa clubs (as the ’ President has said'). The 
wananchir by a shew of hands were made to condenn 'excessive drinking' 
of alcohol - especially Chang'aa and Busaa. The shew of hands was 
enough to give the District Corrmissicaier the go-ahead to carder the 
closure of the clubs. Without giving examples of nany of such 
meeting, the most cbvious set-back was that people (and even the 
President) condsnned 'excessive drinking' and not drinking as a 
practice - by closing the clubs then, the District Cemnissioners 
expected that people would have nowhere to get Busaa and hence would 
drink'it less. (Chapter 4 tells us what really happened). On the 
other hand, not a single one of the District Coiroissioners told the 
wananchi what closing the clubs really entailed - di’L it mean for 
exairple that there would be no more brewing and drinking of Busaa - 
and were the people aware of this?
Let us now look at the situation before this move.

. There are a good number of traditional beers in this country, some are 
legal and ccmmercial, but others are illegal and are brewed in secret. 
The most familiar ones are however CHIBUKU, UGSKDA WARAGI, MNAZI, BUSAA 
and CHANG'AA. Chibuku and Uganda Waragi a...) licenced and are produced 
ooitmercially. ftoazi is oroduced at the coast end sold locally - sone 
even at beerhalls. Busaa too was licenced and sold in beerhalls (clubs) 
until their closure. Chang'aa is illegal.
In i3ie Idakho context, Busaa has always been there - since traditional 
times. It was however drank on special occasioEis by adults unless the 
parents allowed their children to drink a little (for the purpose 
of food - especially during scarcity days). 3h this case,' they drank 
Busaa only in its 'young' stage. Chang'aa on the other hand, is a 
borrowed activity - leamfcfron Nubians staying at Nairobi, Marsabit 
and Eldoret. Hence it was (and still is) referred to as Nubian gin. 
When clubs were closed, peoole began drinking jaore of Chang'aa than 
Busaa because Busaa was scarce and was hardly brewed in the villages.
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A few other irregularities were also experienced at the clubs; 
for exaicple the hours of cperation conflicted with traditional 
working hours — clubs opened twice in a day - fron 10a.m to 2.p.m 
and again 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. More so, since many custcners prefered 
to work first in the morning and cone to refresh themselves in the 
gvien-ing, the brewers often cb.luted the Busaa in the evening when the 
demand surpassed the supply. And this foced those who really wanted 
to get ’pure' Busaa to cone earlier to drink - neglecting their 
farms in the process.
Wh-f le clubs were closed, many brewers took this as a cue to start 
brewing at heme. However, Chang’aa had by this time beccme knexm 
as very profitable fron those who distil--id it and sold it to urban 
areas. Transportation was easy by either using corrupt Police Officers, 
school children or influential people whose luggages were (and even 
now) not checked at Police road-blocks.
• a \Local adml ni,gtratr»-a v^o proved over-zealous in theJx duty were bribed 
either in cash or by giving than free liqour in order for then to 
grant 'protection' - With most brewers shifting to Chang'aa

. distillation, the drinkers found it hard to stay without any 
refreshmentaShd they too turned to Chang'aa, though they had (and 
have even now) to battle with 'wholesale buyers' in order to get 
a share of the much needed local beer. Not that they stepped 
drinking Busaa, but it was so scarce that one could take a month 
without having drank any. Even new, it takes time for any brewer 
to ah4ft to Busaa brewing and even then maybe only once or twice.

Initially at the club, Busaa was nra^ared in turns with the club 
owner having the r^per hand in selecting vhich days of the week 
he would serve his own Busaa (especially market days vAien customers 
tended to be many) and left the rest of the days to outsiders to 
'rent' at a fee. With this organisation, the club owner had the 
last say as to who would be allowed to brew at the club and even 
vAio drank fron there. Most brewers therefore prefered to bretz at heme 
although it was officially illegal.
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On other occasions, Busaa is drank when still 'young* - for fear 
that if it gets'mature* customers would be too neny to get a 
chance to satisfy oneself. Drank unfi 1 tered, Busaa is very thick 
like porridge and actually satisfies one.

Drinking very early in the rooming and brewing at night are seme of 
the techniques used to beat the law. Age is no criterion for 
drinking like in. traditional days. Idl^school boys on holiday, join 

friends in the practice instead of what it was like in 
tyaditi nnal days When sports took most of their time (like dances 
and wrestling). Drinkers spent most of the day walking- fran one 
village to the other, ■ looking for eith^ Uisaa or Qiang’aa; drinking 
what they chance to come across first. For the Busaa drinkers, it is 
a search In vain and they end drinking Char?~*aa as a last resort. 
The breajsrs who still brew Busaa are *raided' by drinkers as early 
as”4 a.m ard by S.a.m, he is forced to dilute it in order to k^ep the 
supply to increasing custaners. Ihis Irritates drinkers even more 
and they go in search of Chang'aa Instead.

This oily happens especially during harvesting days ^^len there is 
xabundant maize or during christ^ps ■ vhen people want to cel^rate 
the end of the year. Many drinkers joined the activity and started 
brewing Chang *aa when th^ noticed, that it looked profit^le. 
"Factories" ^rang tp along rivers and police raids intensified.- 
At the factory, it was carpetiticn between drinker and vliolesale 
buyer to get a share of the liqour - some had to lend a hand to 
actual distillation in order to be ensured of a share of the 
Chang'aa. Even now, the spectacle at a factory is pathetic, 
it is drinkers and xdiolesale buyers ^o distill the Chang'aa instead 
of the real brewer. Coupled with the fear of a possible raid, 
drinkers cool their drinks on bowls and quickly drink it a 'pause' 
(the local word for gulping). nhe result is that most of than are 
^(Bciatsd-aDd—ilLslooklng.
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Beouirements fear nreparationr terminologies and3:3 Busaa:
Functions

COSTAMOUNT NEEDEDITEM
3. @ 35/= a debeMaize1.

@ 3/^ a debe2. Grinding maize
4 2kg tins @ 10/= each 40.003. Yeast

4. . 20.00
sha'.;174.00Total

250.001 drum grosses about shs.
.174.00shs.Cost

Profit . 76.00

• Tile following terminologies are used by Busaa brewers

bl. •TSIMBAIE:-

^40

105.00 
t

9.00

Misoellaneous (fri^ids 
water drawing, pot)

Cbtained from tiie 'Shinoldio* by hrAaking it into 
small pieces and frying it. It is food mostly for 

•.
children (students too) especially when sweetened 
with sugar and a little water to soften it.

• 'SHINCgqp:- It is a thick porridge obtained by mixing flour 
and water during the first stage of Busaa brewing. 
It is alleged to ferment for 3 — 4 days before the 
next stage conmeices.

shs.
?Ihe profit may be moire or less depending on how much one spends 

on costs. Since Busaa is prepared mostly during harvest days ^dien 
maize is abundant, the cost for buying maize is never realised and 
tfcerefore the profit is very high.

Without going into actual process of brewing, the two major require­
ments for Busaa brewing are flour and yeast; water, pots can be 
easily obtained - even on rental basis for the pots (at 15/= per 
pot used) • The cost of preparing cxie drum of Busaa is as follows;—
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c). LZBOTIA:-

d). SKENAWOLI:-

FUNCTIONS

a).

b).

c).
Cl

* d).

REGUIATICNS

Payment - vrf^en a fanner wanted to plant or weed his farm, his 
qtiests (not 'workers’) would drink Busaa apart fron other foods - 
no money was necessary.

The top foam-like substance on Busaa during 
fermentatlcn.It is removed because it adds a 
bitter taste to the Busaa. If Busaa is drank 
before this is removed, it is called 'young'.

In trad-i-hTnnal days, 'tsimbale' and 'young' Busaa were given to 
children as food during scarcity days, droughts or* v;hen food was not 
abundant.

Bride Price - to be presented to the bride's father as a token 
of gratitude.

Also as refreshment after a day’js work - by Invitation and only 
those who had worked would drink. No children were alloz/ed 
'mature' Busaa.

Medicinal - for those who had stomach prcblems. Also for 
sacrifices at shrines. Priests used it the same way 'wine' 
is used now. At festivals, Busaa was served to judges (elders) - 
e.g. during circumcision, initiaticn, funerals, weddings and 
elders* court.

A kind of Busaa that takes ■ a longer process to make 
than ordinary Busaa. The 'shinokho* is prepared like 
ugali Instead of leaving it to ferment. After which 
it is dried in the sun, broken and mixed with water 
and yeast and left to ferment for three days. It is 
sweeter than ordinary Busaa.

In the traditional days, Busaa was drank straight fron the not - 
unfiltered. The pot was nlaced near a fire to warm or hot water was 
prepared and added to the Busaa inside the pot at intervals to warm it 
and also to reduce its potency, because in those days. Busaa prepared 
was of very high quality. If the Busaa was for workers, it was

fermentatlcn.It
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
o

1^-

1.

3.
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Busaa in its mature stage was drank only fcy adults - no young 
men or won^^n who were unmarried were allowed to drink it. Seme 
societies even forbade those without children.

Rivals, witches, medicine-nen or any undesirable people could 
not gharo Busaa from cne 'Shireve’ with their other clansnetes.
THkeMjgQ, were people at loggerheads or murderers. To drink 

together at one * shireve' was sycbolic of a union.
All the 'Tsiseshe' inside the water were not to be shaken or 
xenoved when adding hot water - nca: were the owners allowed to 
sneak lest the person adding water is infected by a rash.
lhe elder person put his ’Luseshe' inside the pot first as a 
sign of respect.

pr*ig!pa-r^d es^T e * — a T^rge pot — "ZNZIHD” and other smaller 
ones - "T.T.7W)" - since it was like "payment" to those v^o had 
worked. But if it was for a social gathering, it was less.
Ihe Busaa was drank using small pipes ’TSISESHE’ specifically 
made for th-jg purpose. At one end it was open but it was partially 
closed at the other using a special kind of plant (or recently cloth) 
fixed round it to act as a filter. Nowadays Busaa is drank in tins 
varying in sizes from 500 gms to 2kg and costing from 50cts. to- 2/= 
or 1.00 to shs- 4.00. *

Aterried women drank Busaa only in the presence of their husbands 
and only when permitted. Only elderly wives or favourite ones 
were ever allowed to joint the 'SHIREVE' - the group where the 
Busaa was drank - at a Muguroo tree.
A brewer, when mixing the flour and yeast and water used a 
stick frem cnly a kind of tree locally called 'MUSULULITSA'.
The brewer was forbidden sexual rdauionship with the partner 
during the preparation; nor was he allowed long journeys.
The brewer could not wash his hands after putting yeast in the 
flour mixture - until the Busaa was 'mature' (1-2 days).



42

9.

10.

Chang*aa:costs of preparation3:3
The reqairanents

1.
A drum for fermenting.2.
Pots for distillation.3;
Firewood and a lot of water for ’cooling systsn*.4.
Measuring utensils - glasses, bottles cans etc.5.

6.
Yeast and sugar.7.

5. Miscellaneous
shs.296.00Total costI
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Maize (half-rotten) 
Grinding 
Yeast 
Sugar

Flour - (frcm half-rotten maize).

OORNTITY
2 debes @ 30/=
@ 3/~ a debe

1 2kg tin

COST
- 60.00
- 6.00
- 10.00
- 200.00

276.0020.00

For hygienic reagonsj. vjonen allowed to drink and leaving the 
'shireve' for a while could not ocme back to drink. All wanen 
present sat between the legs of their husbands (or brothers-in-laws) 
and drank using their husband's //^ - 'Tsiseshe' - a move to 
curb adulterous behaviour.
If the Busaa was for workers or for visitors, no other person 
was allowed to drink unless he was part of the group or was 
invited by a friend - in vhich case he could not sit down to 
drink but do it while kneeling or squatting.

TEEM
1.
2.
3.
4.

Chang’.aa requires more ’raw materials’ than Busaa. 
Include:-

Special sufurias designed for the purpose - at least 3.

Most people who distil Chang'aa need a source of water (abundant) 
and firewood - otherwise the cost of having to lock for them by 
buying or erolcying sonebody to bring them would erode ths profits. 
Many of the brewers will therefore encounter the following costs 
to prepare CBie drum of undistilled Chang’aa i.e. ’I®NGAIA’.
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400.001 drum Grosses

Profit

N.B.
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296.00
104.00

1 20 litres can i shs.
Cost 1

shs.

These figures v^ere given during June-August months ^en 
there is a scarcity of maize. But after harvests, there is 
an abundance of rotten maize and therefore many do not 
actually spend money on maize. Ihe profits are higher then.
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CHAPTER 4: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4:1 Profile of the Respondents? age, sex and occupation
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As for land, contrary to the neighbouring Maragoli vdio because of their 
high population, they have an acute shortage of land, the Idakho still 
enjoy a privilege of having fairly large pieces of land - ranging fron 
15-30 acres for the lords, 10-15 for the middle or medium ’haves’ and 
quite a good number below 5 acres (traditionally considered ’poor'). 
Subsistence fanners (especially those with larger sizes of land) grow 
tea and coffee and are able to earn an Incctne from this.- Otherwise the 
majority of the people are peasants planti—j maize, beans, millet and 
Other food crops for their family ccnsunption.

Idakho location is one of the two locations that make up Ikolcroani Division, 
Kakamega District. The people who stay in this place are Luhyas though; 
their language differs phonetically with other sub-ethnic groups of the 
Luhya. They are basically farmers - practising modly peasant farming 
with pockets of arable and subsistence fanning. Those who practice ' 
arable farming are modly those of the ruling clan - Abashimuli - who by 
virtue of their status got many animals to rear during their clashes with 
the pastoral Nandi’s in the early years of this century. They have tried 
to ke^ this trend though the head of cattle diminishes due to increasing 
population and lack of land to graze them. Whereas for exanrole during 
those days, cattle-lords had in the range of 50-100 heads of cattle, 
nowadays one vho has more than 10 is considered well-to-do - 'MUHINDA*

Those in the working class - even though they may have smaller plots of 
land - have an advantage over the farmers due to the fact that they have 
a re^lar Ihoane - but for most of the people (as we shall see soon 
in the data analysis section) life is a struggle as they try to beat the 
rising costs of essential goods for family use - even planting mafy-e 
needs money for the seedlings and fertilizer. And at school, parents 
are asked to buy uniform,desks and books for primary school kids, 
whereas those in secondary schools (especially Harambee) pay no less 
than Shs. 2000 yearly for fees alone and apart from thia also contribute 
heavily (shs. 400-600) for harambee fionds at school or building funds. 
Ihese are sane of the problems' ‘that ’face; some of these people- --inovwoftder 
seme of them find it worthwhile to practice business like chang'aa and 
busaa brewing to obtain ready cash to meet sone of these vegnirements. 
Educationwise, the Idakho people are not very enthusiatic about schools 
(building) but would like their children to go to school - sone have 
managed to reach high levels like the University, though seme parents
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DISTRIBUTION BY SEX AND AGETABLE 1:

RSDRIKKEY INFORMANTS
PFMRT.P.MALEFFMAT.PMALEMAIE pnvRT.p

110-20
34 20621-30
72071331-40

8 3 3741-50 2 1
2 25 9Over 50 34

4529 154 316TOTALS

PTSTRTPITPTQN by OCCUPATION AND EDUCATIONTABLE 2:1:

(OCCUPATION )-EDUGAnCN
TOTALSLOWNONE
1037KEY INEm^ANTS
6052827
60132522

t

TABLE 2:2 OCCUPATION
SAMPLE

drinkersKEY INFORMANTS BREWERS
155
286 54.
12Teachers 1
12Retired on Pension 1
41Others

110 60TOTAL 60

find it taxing to pay fees for their children hence sane drop out at 
early age.

8
I

___ 2.HIGHI
BREWERS 
diQukeks

TyPE OP SAMPLE / NO. OF PEOPLE / CTX 
BREWERS

Uhenployed
Peasants

Hu-s is then the type of people from whom I obtained it^ 120 respondents 
for this research. The above information may be given as a clue vhen it 
canes to next section - there was no need to go further into the real 
characteristics of these people - the above will do for this study. 
Below are tables to shew the profiles of the Respondents.

I

s
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BUSAA AND CHANG'AA. - DRINKING/ BREWING AFTER CJjOSURE OF CU3BS4:2

!

With this profile of the respondents and Key Informants/ I can now proceed 
on to the next section. I must remind readers again that the information 
I recorded from the Key Informants was cotpileJ and it appears in the 
Chapter preceeding this one. It was of a historical nature and therefore 
it was not included in this Chapter. Below then is the information 
about the answers given by brewers and drinkers - a prelude to testing 
of the hypotheses formulated in the literature review.

Ohe trend of brewing/ distillation and drinking of Chang'aa arid Busaa 
has unde3:gone tremendous change since the closure of clubs in 1979 
following the directive by the President to cut down bn over-drinking. 
I have already talked about the nature of the directive and subsequent 
events that took place. One of the counter-actions, predicted by George 
Githii (editor in Chief of 'Daily Nation* Newspapers at that time) was 
that "People would resort to finding ways and means of bending the rules; 
the state will have to spent a lot oh law enforcement" Daily Nation/ 
(editorial/ Wednesday/ February 14th 1979:4). Mr. Githii also predicted 
the "Tnwi taHT e Increase in brewing and drinking of crude brands of 
alcohol" and also the "Mushrooming" of illegal brewers operating in 
unhygienic conditions. The low-paid worker, he continued, would not 
stop to drink; instead he would continue, but at a high cost, denying A his family its necessities.
What Mr. Githii was trying to say was that pressure for 6ash would 
make it imposg'iblg fnr tbp> hrpwpr to step brewing just hflggMig^ clubs 
had been closed- If there was any change, it would be to start brewing 
other brands of alcohol. The only likely brand of alcohol (though 
illegal) was Chang'aa which could be distilled locally. As for the 
drinkers, they would shift to ev^ more expensive brands of alcohol.
Table One (1) gives us a clue as to what happened. I have alreat^ 
said that drinkers did not stop Busaa. drinking • but' Busaa became very 
scarce, (due to the shiift by brewers to Chang'aa distillation more 
than before) they started to drink more Chang'aa than Busaa, vrfiich 
came after longer intervals of time. Table 1 therefore shows no shift 
in percentage of Busaa drinkers - it renalned constantly at 98.3%.-" 
though frsem the frequencies we can see that one more person joined the 
drinkers, (a person vho had not been drinking Busaa before the closure). 
Chang'aa drinkers however, portray a major Increase - the percentage



shews a ste^ increase fron 44.1% to 63.3%.
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Table 2 also portrays a significant change in the trend of brewing and 
distillation of Busaa and Chang'aa reflectively. Ihis is from the 
perspective of the average amount of alcchol brewed. On average before 
the ban Busaa was distilled in large quantities; 1 drum of Busaa consists 
of 6 pots. So most of the brewers (i.e. 28%) brewed an average of 7 pots 
to 12% (approximately 1 drum to 2 drums) 22% of them brewed sli^tly 
more than 1 drum (13 pots) to 3 drums (18.5 pots). Ihose who brewed 
over 3 drums were mostly * club-owners. or those vdoo could get the 
chance to brew at the clubs - above this quantity, there is a combined 
percentage of thirty (30). The 20% vdio* brewed less than 1 drum (6.5 or 
less pots) were mostly villagers who brewed for special occasions 
like ceremonies.
The trend after the ban changed drastically, now, more brewers than 
before brew less than 1 dpjg,- (50%) cenpared to 20% before the ban. And 
less people brew Busaa ’vholesale' i.e above 4 drums. The percentage 
for 'after ban* for wholesale brewers is 4% ccspared to 12% 'before ban*. 
Ihese figures are suggestive that Busaa brewing has reduced in quantity, 
though the number of brewers remains the same.
Chang’aa distillation before the ban was relaxed - only a few brewers 
(9.4%) could distill more than 1 drum of Chetng'aa, as conpared to 30%

The trend for Busaa brewing declined from 92.6% to 83.3% - this may be 
due to sone of the brewers abandoning Busaa brewing altogether - or 
judging by the frequencies, more non-brewers joined the group of Chang'aa 
brewers. first reason could hold more water though the second one 
is feasible because as I have said before, many brewers abandened Busaa 
brewing because it was not very profitable. One of the reasons being 
that at the club, a brewer wasted very little Busaa by serving it free 
to customers„ (friends), but at hone, people wanted to drink Busaa the 
traditional w^ - free of charge and adults only.
Chang'aa distillation Increased: of the sample of 60 respondents, out 
of 32 who had been distilling Chang'aa before the ban - a percentage 
proportion of 59.3 of all brewers, 46 of then {representing76-7% of 
total number of brewers) were distilling Chang'aa after the ban. Using 
the sanple then, it was a 17.4% increase In distillation (cenpared to 
the 19.1% Increase in drinking the same type of alchohol-
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after the ban. Ihe majority of these who ventured into Chang’aa distil­
lation before the ban hardly brewed over 1 drum - a percentage proportion 
of 90.6% of the breswers, yet, after ths ban, only 32.6% still distilled 
thia amount. And whereas initially no brewer could distill beyond 2 
drums of Chang'aa (12 pots) after the ban, 17.4% distilled betsaeen 
13-18.5 pots (2 drums - 3 danms approxtnately), 10.8% between 19 - 24.5 
pots (3-4 dnxns), and 6.5% ’vdiolesale’ - i.e over 4 drums (25 pots 
and above).

A brewer distilling 1 drvm of Chang’aa obtains an ^erage of a 
one 20 litre jerry-can of distilled Chang’aa. I
^he next evidence in this section about the increased rates of Chang’aa 
distillation and drinldhig and a decrease in Busaa brewiilg:* and drinlclng 
■jg contained in Table 3, Here we are looking at the average number of 
times of brewing in a period of one month, looking at the colimn for 
Chang'aa, before the ban 50% of Chang'aa brewers distJ-lled Chang'aa once 
or less tiroes in a month - ccttpared to the reduced prc^xartion of 15.2% of 
brewers after the ban. The 1 or less here means that if one could not 
brew once every month, then he brewed whenever he or she was financially 
able to do so - meybe only once in a space of two to three months. The 
table^ahows a 43.7% for those vrfio distilled 2-3 times (39.1%^ for ai'ter 
the ban), 6.3% (43.4% after the ban) for seiiJ--wholesalers. Noboc^ 
could brew beyond five drums, m the 'after ban' column, there is a 
coribined 45.6% of brewers who were ’wholesale* brewers. This evidence 
shows that Chang'aa distillation has Increased.

. Cl
In the Busaa column, most of the brewers (46%) brewed an average number 
of 2-3 times a month, whereas 32% of the Busaa brewers braced an average 
nunber of 4-5 times. Among these and another 12% were wholesale brewers. 
In the after ban column, Busaa brewing is decreasing - new more brewers 
brew less timeg than before. There iso concentrated 54% for those who 
brew occasionally, (1 or less tiroes a month), a 24% for 2-3 times and 
only 18% and 4% for 4-5 times and wholesale brewers. Those who used 
to brew Busaa 'Wholesale' were mostly club owners or those allot^red to 
brew from there because they could be assured that their Busaa would 
be sold without loss but ntx/ that dribs are closed, it is not easy to 
repeat die same practice. One needs ths equipment, the labour and also
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No Busaa brewer, even the few who still brew ’vTholesale' can sell it all.
Table 4:1 shows no brewer sells above 21 pots of Busaa (approximately
3^ drums)'. One of the reasons to explain this f-ind-ing is that

- the Busaa is normally of poor quality and the drinkers do not drink much

’protection’ - this time against being harassed by friends, other 
villagers vlio want to drink the Busaa free of charge. At the clubs this 
was never the case because the club cwner supplied all the requirsnents 
except the actual brewing itself. And there were ’askaris’ hand-picked 
amcng bully men to get rid of noisy drinkers or those v±io created 
disturbances.

Obe point, however, was to ootpare 'before' and 'after' ban date. In 
the after ban column, a proportion of 44% of brev^rs sell 2 or less pots 
of Busaa, and 20% sell 3-£ pots (ccnpared to 38% before ban). M^be 
one of the reasons for decreased selling of Busaa is that most brewers 
do not prepare quality Busaa. (their attention is more on the Chang'aa 
side). As a result, the drinkers as I have said, v^en they find that 
Busaa is of low quality (see Chapter 3), they normally leave the place 
in search of Chang'aa or more quality Busaa. A br©«7er vrtio does not sell 
his Busaa risks losing more custoners if he lets it turn 'sour* i.e. has ; 
passed the stage vdien it was to be drunk. On such an occasion, most of 
them now turn it into 'IGANGAEA' “ undistilled Chang'aa - by putting 
sugar, vhich will later be distilled to obtain Chan'gaa.

The last evidence in this series to show the trend of brewing and 
drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa e^pears in table 4. This table attercpts 
to show the change by looking at the amount of alcohol sold per day aft^ 
brewing. In the section on Historical background I said that ncwa<^ys 
people struggle to get Chang'aa together with 'Wholesale' buyers and 
that they walk for long distances or wake up at 4.00 a.m in order to get 
a tin- or so of Busaa. In table 4:1 looking at the oolrmn for 'before 
ban', most brewers tended to sell all their Busaa brewed. We have seen 
from table 2 that the majority brewed between 7-12.5 pots, and in this 
table, the majority of brewers (38%) sold between 3-8 pots. Without 
looking at all the categories we can see that even 'wholesale* brewers 
used to sell their brew - some in one day or others, depending on the 
demand, would need two d^s to clear it - as I gathered during the 
interviews.
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of it- And also since the Busaa is brewed at hone, it cannot attract 
the attentiCTi of all possible customers since there is no mechanism 
through vdiich they can be informed that it has been br^ed. At the 
club, it was obvious that there was Busaa and customers came from 
many parts of the location and beyond-

These tables therefore give us a clue as to the possible events 
after the closure of cliibs and ban on traditional beers.— As the 
brewers were shifting to brewing more and more Chang'aa but less 
Busaa, drinkers also changed their drinking habits to more consunption

■ of Chang'aa and a less one for Busaa. On the basis of these findings, 
it can be concluded at this level that there seems to be a noticeable 
chfvlge in the trend of brewing and drinking of either Chang'aa or 
Busaa. However, tn the section cn hypothesis testing, we shall see 
v±iether the evidence sv^jports this conclusion or not.

With Chang'aa initially, before the ban, and even when prepared 
wholesale, the majority of brewers (about 43.8% of them) sold 3-7 
bottles; and 40.6% of them sold 2 or less bottles per day. Fran the 
total number of brewers, only 3.1% sold beyond 18 bottles (^^proximately 
2^ five litre cans) - 7 bottles make one five-litre can. But after the 
ban, the trend has changed. A change can be noticed in the 'after ban' 
section, a proportion of 43.5^of brewers sell between 8-12 bottles and 
26.1% between 13-17 bottles - unlike 9.4% and 3.1% of brewers for 
period before ban for the same amount of alcohol sold. And a 15.2% 
represents those selling over 18 bottles (2^ five-litre cans). From 
the participant observation, this percentage of brewers has the 
majority selling all the 20-litre can of Chang'aa distilled to 
'vAiolesale' buyers.
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Distribution of brewers and drinkers according to their4:3
preferences in brewing and drinking of either Busaa or Chang *aa.

52

b). Busaa is satisfying or it is food, whereas 23.5% of brewers gave 
the reason that Busaa‘was che^ coipared to Chang’aar-26.8% and 20.8% 
gave the reason that Busaa is satisfying;'---- food - in acutal Sense they were 
saying it was 'more satisfying' than Chang* aa. "It gives you the 
feel-ing that you have had semething to quench thirst or hunger". Chang'aa 
on the other hand, leaves your stonach 'warm' and many of its drinkers 
tench to lose ^jpetite on foods especially if they do not contain fats - 
they prefer meat than green vegetable.

One of the key questions in the questionnaire was asking the bravers 
or drinkers vAiy they preferred to drink or brew one type of alcohol to 
the other. Ihe cenparisdn was between Chang'aa and Busaa. The 
results for this question are recorded in tables five and six simul­
taneously. Four reasons were very instrumental for the drinkers in 
their choice for Busaa (see table). The major three are: 
a). Busaa was cheap - Busaa is sold in tins (Kimbo, Caltex or Blue 
band), varying in sizes and cost - from 500 grams (shs.1.00) one 
kilogram (shs.2.00) and two kilograms (shs.4.00). One needs an average 
of three-cne kilogram tins daily for thccc who drink it as a refresh-r 
ment. This brings the cost to about shs.6.00. As for Chang'aa, most of 
the drinkers prefer a minimum of two glasses - which will cost between 
shs.10.00 and shs.15.00 depending on where it is bought - it is cheaper 
at the 'factory' than fran 'wholesale' buyers.

Busaa is food.- it is likened to porridge. If one drinks Busaa, he 
gets satisfied - he gets energy to work unlike Chang'aa vhere tneegets 
easily drunk. A pure Busaa drinker at heme (IDAKHO) is easily distingu­
ishable from a habitual Chang'aa drinker (v^o does not neutralise the 
effect of Chang’aa by a balanced diet and exercise); the latter is 
emaciated and has blood-shot eyes, cotpared to the former healthy, 
lan^roetic hard-working Busaa drinker. The percentage proportions on 
the Chang'aa side may not have a lot of meaning, but the frequencies 
show that fewer drinkers prefer this type of alcchol. The 'majority' 
of them, (46.7%) prefer it because they say it is cheep. According to 
their argtment, they can do with a glass or two of Chang'aa - costing
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Busaa does nob even have a
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Sone of the brewers also advanced the theory that Chang ’aa is not 
perishable - and indeed if one distilled Chang'aa and could not sell 
it for any reason (for example if raids intensified or it was not of 
very hi^ quality) ,he/she would bury it for even a period of one month. 
According to drinkers, this type of Chang'aa was the best. Busaa 
cannot be preserved under any conditions. Though the percentage 
for this grot^) was very small, only one person representing 2% said so, 
but during the participant cbservaticn, a good number of brewers and 
drinkers who although they refused to be interviewed fully, but th^ 
consented to this arguement \4ien I mentioned it. A 9.8% proportion 
of brewers did not knew how to prepare Chang'aa (though they brew Busaa).
This evidence generates or st?3ports the observation I made earlier 
in Ch^ter 3 that drinkers are in a dilenna of choice. They drink 
what is therefore available even though they may want the other

But is certainly does not apply to Chang'aa - only 3.9% 
But then Busaa is not profitable - it does

not earn more than the other (Chang'aa) - a score of 60,8% on the 
side of Chang'aa oonpared to its 13.5%.
high dsnand as much as Chang'aa - 18.9% of Busaa brewers argue the 
contrary, as conpared to 23.5% of Chang'aa distillers vAio say it 
has a heavy demand. This demand however, X must say, is not localised 
to the site where the brewing takes place. When Chang'aa brewers argue 
that it has a hi^ demand, they are really referring to the demand 
frem other areas - from wholesale buyers.

a total of about shs. 10-15. On the other hax'jd, they argue, when they 
want to drink Busaa, it must be over 15 tins (1 kg) so that they feel 
'satisfied'. -This will cost them about Shs.30/- . Whereas their 
arguement carries water, but then this is a case of 'vholesale' 
drinking - drinking not as a way of refreshment, but cn a spree, 
is excessive drinking. One expert on drinking during the 
interview said that Chang'aa takes a shorter time to clear fran the 
head than Busaa - hence if he wants to get drunk, he drinks Chang'aa.
The brewers, table 6 have even better points. Bxasaa is cheap to 
prepare - it costs less; a reason advanced by 67.6% of the brewers' 
responses.
of responses show this.
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are 
definition, 
this issue, 
percentage as 
shambas. Almost I 
though not shown is

alternative. Demand has been demarcated into two +, jX.U -I , MeHuaxGatea into two types; demand from
Tr -^3 <3-nand

faxm ^lolesale briers, -rhe problem with the fonner is that ty 
<3^9 at br^rs hare or at the factory they increase X 
^oes of the brewer being caught red-handed. Brewers also prefer 
wholesale buyers because they buz the whole distilled Chang-aa and 

p„nt,
has less value - even policemen when they raid at times release a

4^4_, Distribution of drinkers and brewers on the ha.is of 
their size of land and head of cattle.
in the literature review, I'^tioned that the majority of brewers 

^anplqyed, peasants or those referred to as poor hy traditional 
Tables 7, 8, and 9 cor^tain data that will help me discuss 
Looking at table 7, there is a descending order in 
. one moves from those without land to those with large 

half of the drinkers (41.7% have no land (amongwhdn 
n 33-3% of those who had not been
ocated any land - as it is the traditic^ -._i^ their parents

^ther 33.3% have less than six acres though more than one acre e t o 
person, (1.7%) has over 11 acres and above - a landlord in 

the class of brewers - the sa^ for drinkers.
The sate trend is seen in the rcw for brewers - 25% have no land 
(among are 11.7% who have not been allocated any land) ihe 
process of allocation normally applies to those who are married and 
^-Children. Belatively, brewers seon to be well distrZ^^ 

(-presented by 41.7%) and those 
S^ftei^2T casual observatio;.
in the field and fran information other than throuch th,> v is kna™ that brewers use sane of their moneT^ '
bnnz crman i "loneyz when accuranulated toM pieces Of land which they consolidate to acquire large 
i^ on the other hand are know« for their tendency to sS parts" 

obtain XSTX?" 3S taken to bars for
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EJuring the
Indicated beside the table, the unsiplcyed applied to 

those without any jobs and also those without land on which they could 
practise any peasantry. They cansiscute 25% of drinkers and 8.3% of 
brewers. Not surprising is that nearly all the brewers are peasants - 
represented 90%, as ccirpared to 46.7% of the drinkers. Any of 
the reasons I have advanced before could e^qplain this. A drinker has 
no time to attend to his'farm - he either sells it or leases it to 
otfjer pernio to cultivate it. Very few considered themselves as 

Teachers, consistute about 20% of drinkers but no teacher 
a brewer (though sone aid them with money). Throughout tlie research,

I never across a teacher who brews himself - however, seme had 
wives doing it. The proportion for teachers who drink Chang'aa and/or 

• Busaa may be higher than this for a larger sample. The other categories; 
retired,Zcansistute 1.7% of drinkers, and the same for brewers and a L 
4.7% for’other occtpational activities.
The question to ask here is why roost brewers are peasants - in fact, 
the statement could easily apply / other-way-round - that most, peasants 
(for the Idakho context) are brewers. They experience problems In 
buying 'the necessary requirements for their farms, they need to pay 
fees and other household goocBalso need nxxsey. Their txily source of 
Inocme is tha farm - but the proceeds only cone after harvesting. To

, I . I
As for table, 8, the relationship between ths .brewers and drinkers' iS 
not very varied in their ownership of cattle. Again, it is a 
descending order in percentage proportion as erne moves from those 
without to those wjith herds of cattle. Drinkers without cattle 
T-epT-Qgpnt 45% of all drinkers (among wheni ire still 13.3% who have 
not recieved their share frem their parents as it ife the tradition) • 
rvTTiparpd to 41.7% of the brewers. (see table 8'for details) But in 
this category, two drinkers (3.3% of all drinkers) had over 11 head 
of cattle, incidentally, cane of them is the same one wd-th over 11 
an-gg of land. He is a former Assistant Chief in one of the sub­
locations and wen grows coffee. The other one is a son of the 
late chigf of the area - Shivachi. The brewer with over 11 head of 
cattle is the same one wd-th land over 11 acres — he is a former 
club owner at one.of the markets. The table is self-explanatory.

Q 9 shows the occcpaticn of the drinker and brewers, 
interviews, as



55

Educational background of the drinkers and brgtfers4:5

Distribution of drinkers and brg>jers on the basis of the4:6

and age«

sr^plement whatever earnings they get frcm maybe working family 
matibers and/or relatives, birewing is a good.alternative.

Table 10 shows the education levels of the drinkers and brewers, 
before and after ban. Hie category of those with low education 
should not be taken 1 iterally as thus; in this category are Standard 
8 school leavers whose level of education and Intelligence cannot 
equal the present standard 7. However, the essence here is not on 
Intelligence, but is based on achievenent - the level one attained 
at school. This groi^ has the highest percentage of drinkers for 
both before ban (constituting 40.7%) and after ban (41.7%). Similarly 
tb-jg applies on the brewers' side; represented by 50% (before ban) and 
46.7% (after ban).

amount they drink and drank before the ban in relation to their sex

Ccnpared with those of 'high' education, they have a 22% representatiori 
before ban and 21.7% after ban. ftnd for those with none, are 37.3% for 
before and 36.7% for after. The percentage on the brewers side leans 
more on those with no education - representing 42.6% (before ban) of 
the brewers and 45% after ban - than with high education representing 
7.4% of total nvffriber of brewers before the ban and 8.3% after the ban.

Tables 11:1 and 11:2 show the above distribution for Busaa and Chang'aa 
drinkers reflectively. Looking at table 11:1, we can see that the 
male population dcminated the area of drinking both before and after 
the ban - the percentage proportion of the totals frcm the total 
sample are shown in tables 12:1 and 12x2. For exanple the proportion of 
male drinkers to the total number of Busaa drinkers before the ban

Drinkers can the other hand, if they have not sold roost of their 
land, lease it to other people for cultivation. Also it is possible 
that most or sane of the drinkers I interviewed at drinking places 
had ether members of their family brewing and did not want to say so 
wh^n esked about their occupaticn, it would be easier for them to. 
say they are unoiployed than say they are peasants.
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Before ban, the majority of males (47.6%) drank 2-3 glasses on 
average In a period of one week and only 14,3% drank 4-5 glasses. 
The after ban column shows a shift to a larger population of 31.2% 
drinking 4-5 glasses of Chang’eia and a majority of 46.9% drinking

a slight drop to 13.3%

was 74.1% and 74.6% after the ban. Females were represented by 
25.9% before the ban and a slightly less percentage of 25.4% after 
the ban.
Most of the males tended to drink between 14 and 20 tins of Busaa 
(represented 27.9% of total drinker's) and a majority of 34.9% drank 
beyond 21 ting of Busaa on weekly basis. The percentage shews an 
ascending order - with fewer people drinking little amounts and more 
people drinking large quantities- At this time, the fenale minority 
group its majority (53.3%) drinkers concentrating below six tins 
of Busaa. A percentage v^ich increased^ after the ban to 60. The 
other categories were represented as follows: 
7-13 tins (26.7% before the ban and 26.7% after ban - shewing 
no change).
14 - 20 tins (representing 20% before ban and 
after ban.
Whereas the females portrayed a slack in drinking, the male Busaa 
drinking papulation reshuffled their proportions. Tais time in a 
descending order - more drinkers for smaller quantities and less 
drinkers for larger quantities. For example, without giving all the 
categories, the proportion for those drinking less than 6 tins (or 
six tins) was 50% after ban cenpared to 16.3% before ban. And at the 
other extrete was a 9.1% for those drinking 21 tins and over after 
the ban and yet before the ban they were 34.9%.
The reasons for this drop in Busaa drinking have already been discussed 
at length and therefore I will not have to add anything. The Chang’aa 
drinking trend hag also undergone a change. Table 11:2 shows that-more 
people drink Chang'aa'than before. Again with reference to table 12:2, 
the Trial pcpulation doninates the drinkers population; they represent 
80.8% before ban and 84.2% after ban of the total number of drinkers; 
vhereas the female represent 19.2% before ban and 15.8% after ban of 
the total number.
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not

more or less the same thing but have 
No changes exist in the female 

But the male
2% increase for the youthr (fixm 90.7% - 90.9%) and

six and over glasses - a class that had no representatives before 
the ban. The other categories; 2-3 glasses are represented by 
18.8% and the one-glass or less (peanuts) is represented by only a 
3.1%.
The female population have reversed proportions, those drinking one 
glass or less before the ban were 60% of total number of Chang'aa 
drinkers as cotpared to only 16.7% after ban and whereas they had a 
20% representation for those drinking 4-5 glasses, before the ban, 
after- the ban, the proportion is 50%.
On the basis of age, looking at table 12:1 for Busaa, the category for 
the ’Youth’ aged between 0-49 years shows a prepcndsranoe over the 
category ’old’ (50 and above years). Examining the figures in 
parenthesis first, before the ban, the male ’youth’ population accounted 
for 67.3% vaiereas the female were 24.1% - a sum total of 91.4% for the 
’youth’ peculation. On the contrary, old people accounted for only 
6.9% before the ban for males and 1.7% for the females (totalling 8.6%). 
The aftar ban trend L changed much. The proportion for male ’youth’Z^as 
has increased slightly to 67.8% and for the females it has decreased to 
23.7%. No drop is visible however for the ’old’ category after ban - 
it constant at 1.7%.
The figures in parenthesis shew 
been calculated firm column totals, 
category for either before ban or after, old or youth, 
population shews a 
the same drop in magnitude for the old.
As for Chang’aa, the youth still dominate over the old. Prom parti- 

■ cipant observation, the age-gruop under ths category of the youth that 
sealed to drink excessively was between 21-and 29 and 35 r-40 years. 
No women below the age of 25 was a Busaa or Chang’aa drinker.
Table 12:2 shows then that before the ban, there were 73.1% males as 

to 19.2 fenales drinking Chang’aa in their youthful stages 
and only 7.7% for the ’old’. Most of these from personal experiences, 

adults - beyond 30 years of age because at this time, most of the 
really young people - below 30 years (and/or unmarried) were not permitted 
to drink alcdhol freely (unless in the instances outlined in Chapter 3).
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Itespcndents* distribution showing type of alcchol first drank4:7
and reasons for starting drink.

4:8

... 60

Distribution of brewers by their age and type of alcohol brewed 
before and after the ban
Table 14 is a less detailed table than tables 12:1 and 12:2. There is 
no need to discuss it but I included it here as a conparison witli table

Table 13-2 is a table that shows what the respondents drank first. 
Both seves show a high rate (percentage) among those v^o drank 3usaa 
as thei-r first alcohol (ndx>^ ever started with Chang'aa) and also 
ah an early age of less than 10 years. And simultaneously looking 
at table 13:2, we can see that the percentage of 31.7% of males who 
drank Busaa at this age and 20% for the females, all of them .15177%) 
were influenced by their parents. Most likely they drank Busaa as 
part of the food - this means they drank 'young* Busaa. A practice 
which was very typical of most families during shortages of food.
As well, those who drank Busaa at an age between 10 - 20 years - 20% 
for the males and 3.3% females were either influenced by parents (8.3% 
of than together), by friends (10%) or other reasons (5%) - such as 
curiosity. The 15% males and 5% fanales who drank Busaa at a late 
age - above 21 yeairs blame it on their friends (16.7%) or other reasons 
- sone of which include a shew of 'MANLINESS'. Sone of than argued 
that they were old enough to do so - they were adults.
Only 3 males out of 60 (representing 5%) argued that they drank 
Chang’aa first - ma^be due to friends' influence or curiosH^.

After the ban there was a proportion of 78.9% for young males and
13.2% for fanales - signifying a slight Increase in the male proportion 
but a drop in,young fanales' proportion - hewever, the drop is actually 
due to the presence of an old fanale in Chang'aa drinking - which was 
not the case before the ban (no old female drank Chang'aa before the 
ban). As for males, there was a 5.3% representation for the 'old' 
category. The figures marked with an asterisk are self-explanatory 
since they have been calculated from the column totals. They too 
show the doninanoe of the youth in drinking of Chang’aa during both 
periods of before and after ban.
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^£he ’old' category for birewers shat-;s a bit of more participation 
than in t^le 14 for drinkers. Though the -'youth' shill, dominate the 
practice, but they have fewer proportions. For exanple before the ban, 
Busaa v/as brewed by a proportion of 74% for those in the 'youthful' 
years (youthful stage) as qcnpared to 91.4% for those vdio were 
drinking Busaa at that time, lhe old Wazee were represented by 26% 
brewers as oorrpared to 8.6% drinkers. In t^le 15, no changes occur 

Iafter the ban ** though there is a slight change in table 14 for Busaa 
drinking - one 'youth' person has joined them and raised the 
percentage for the 'youth' class. 1
As, for Chang'aa, table 15 shows that the 'old' category was not very 
enthusiastic about it before the ban - they had a 15.6% representation 
fors brewers and 7.7% for the drinkers- After the ban, drinkers 
increased by 12% (1 more drinker) but as well brewers increased by 
3 more to 17.4%. The category of the 'youth' decreased slightly 
for brewers from 84.4% to 82.6% thou^ the frequencies show a large 
Increase - the same for drinkers vrtio Increased fron 24 - 35 but 
percentage -wise decreased only .2%.
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Opinion of the respondents about the closure of clubs and4:9
ban on traditional beer brewing <
The Venn diagraits table 16, figures 1 and 2 show the distributiai 
of drinkers and brewers respectively and their opinions about the 
closure and ban. Figure 1, for drinkers shews that 36.7% of drinkers 
supported the ban, 6.7% supported the closure and another 6.7% 
supported both closure and ban - the figures are made not to 
over^l^. Ihe rest of the drinkers, 49.9% do not support either, 
lhe brewers are represented by 18 • 3% for those who sipport the ban, 
and 8.3% for those who support either both or closure only. The 
rest 65.1% do not support either.
Table 17:1 gives the reasons for the sipport or non-support of 
either ban, closure or both- Table 17:1 shews that those who 
sippoirt either ban or closure or both had such key reasons as 
clubs offering discriminative services (for brewers) representing 
55.8% of the responses- As for the brewers, 66.7% gave the reason 
that Chang'aa is dangerous to health. I have discussed at length 
the reasons in the tables in Chapter 3 and therefore the table can 
be only for reference. Table 17:2 sho.Ts those who do no support ban 
and/or closure. The reasons advanced have been explained before 
but the table gives the percentage proportions.
Table 18:1 gives us the type of solutions the respondents thought 
could be used to solve the prcbleu of Busaa clubs and Chang'aa 
drinking- Most of these will be discussed at length in the last 
Chapter- However, for Busaa clubs, 68.3% of total number of brewers 
wanted than re-opened; 16.7% wanted special licences and only 13:3% 
wanted then to remain closed, 1.7% did not have a solution. As for 

76.7% wanted than re-opened, 13.3% to remain closed, 8.3% 
for special licences and 1.7% did not have any solution.
Table 18:2 for Chang’aa shews 65% brewers wanting it legalised - 
cenpared to 33.3% drinkers? 26.7% brewers want it banned but 43.3% 
d-r-inke-rg say the sane. The rest of the reasons are minor in 
representation (see table) • 

I
These tables therefore show us that there are people who still 
want clubs to be re-opened and Chang’aa legalised. Most brewers
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Brewing and distillation of Busaa and Chang'aa as Inootne4:10
earning activities.

64

Mar^ respondents argued that br«ving was their only regular and 
±ax[ediate income earning activity. Even those vdio had farms and 
planted crops tended to have the same feeling - because they could 
only see the-products at the farm after harvesting and even then, 
they were not enough to be sold to obtain ary money. As informal 
sector activities, brewing and distillation are among the most lucrative 
businesses. They require less mai^xawer and obtainment of iraw^naterial 
may not be as e3<pensive as for others (like shoe-blacking). Sugar 
(or tpqT is readily * available flour is bought or obtained from 
one's own harvest and yeast is obtained locally (millet).

Once Busaa is brewed, it is sold in tins or kettles depending ot 
Chang'aa is sold from the glass, bottle to jerry can.,

The price eor Busaa ranges frcm Shs.l. (500 gm tin) to Shs.4. (2 kg tin) 
and Chang'aa frctn shs. 3.00 (or 5.00) for a glass (though it sells 
aign per shs.1.00 for a bottle topi, shs-10.00 or shs.15.00 (even 
shs.20.00) for a tree-top bottle, shs.85.00 - 100.00 for a five-litre 
ran, and shs.385.00-shs.450.00 for a 20-lit.‘e can. v
For reg?ier , especially Chang'aa vAiolesale brewers, they
can make between shs. 1,600.00 and shs.2,000.00 per month of br^nring.
.That is if a brewer makes cme and above drum(s) of undistilled Chang'aa 
for a number of times not less than four. A drun of undistilled 
Chang* aa produces about 20 litres of distilled Chabg’aa vhich costs 
shsJ 400-00 on average. Busaa on the other hand nicy gross a minimum

- of ebout shs. 1,000.00 and a maximum of shs. 1,200.00 if one brews 
at the same rate and quantity as for Chang'aa - above.

would rather they went back to the clubs - so do the drinkers. Very . 
few people want Chang'aa banned - this for- brewers, ibut Busaa drinkers 
gegm to think that with clubs re-cpened and Busaa available, they do 
not have to drink Chang'aa. It can be bazmed.

Khere then does all this money go ? Belew is an expenditure guideline 
for npst of the brewers interviewed during the stucty. Drinkers are 
not -included here since the question does not concem them. Not all 
the brewers get the above-mentioned amount of money - it depends on 
how much money one brews, the nunrtoer of times and the demand and even
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OTAGERESPONSES-FREQUENCT PHEM

14.3571. School Funds
’ 15.1602. Food and Hous^iold goods
14.6583.. Haranbee funds
14.6584. Clothing

; 10.6425. Travel

7.8316. Entertaininenh

6.325!• Livestock purchase
26 6.58. Building houses

1.569. Bride price
0.8310. Bou^t. land
5.511. Farm work
2.512. Miscellaneous

I

398 100%TOTALo

65

2? 
7
10

of further iriiportance, one's luck with the raids, most of the 
money obtained through brewing is lost through fines or bribery 
to Police Officers or administrative officers during raids.
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4:11

1.
distillation

Ho11:1

Ha -

Tom,AFTERbefore 0.05
Ct

df = (2-1) X (2-1)= 11175958Busaa
643826Qiang’aa
1819784Total

2 = 3.841

of

•• 6 t .*

In section therefore, I will 
see whether they can be rejected or not, 

vjhat the data, shews about

drinking Busaa.
Below is an x2 (chisquare) t^le io test whether the closure led to 
any change in brewing of either Busaa or Chang'aa.

- Therg* has been no change in the drinking of Busaa and/or 
Chang'aa after the closure of clubs.  
Uiere has been a change in d-'jnking of Busaa and/or 
Chang'aa after the closure’of clubs.

Hypothesis Testing
m the preceding topics, I have been discussing in general about the 
trend of brewing and drinking of Busaa and Chang'aa. I have related 
these activities to variables like sex, age, occupation and I have 
also related the activities to the issue of inoane and unemployment, 
m the literature review, I formulated sone hypotheses that I hoped 
to test for their validity, 
examine these hypotheses and 
whether they are significant and in general, 
them. The first of these hypotheses is:

The'reinsure of cltbs resulted in a noticeable increased rate_of 
and drinking of Chang’aa, but a decrease in brewing and

(calc) = 1.56 /X 0_05
Ho is not rejected at 5% level, nor any other.

Ths calculated X^ is not significant, this suggests that there has been 
no significant change in the rate of drinking of either Chang'aa or Busaa. 
In the discussion using percentage, the proportion of Busaa drinkers
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11:2.

ITotalBusaa Chang'aa
50Before ban ... 32 82 = 0.05

df = 1After ban 50 46 . 06
Total 100 78 . . 178

(calc) « 1.39 / X

amount

CHANG’AA BUSAA
Total Total

Before 0 32 Before 15 50
After 38 8 46 After 44 6 50
Total 870 78 Total 79 21 100

0.05

23.841 3.841

69

High 
19-cfoer

High 
19-above

0.05 
df = 1 
de = 0.05

Lofr/
0-18,5 pots

32
0.11.5 pots

35

Vfe can new examine the hypothesis fron the point of view of 
bre^fed before and after ban.

0.052 = 3.841

de 0.052 = 3.841

2Calculated X

df = 1 
\dc- 0.052

is not significant - meaning that there is no leant 
change in brewing. Percentage-^ise, the rate of Busaa brewing dc’creased 
for Busaa freen 92.6% to 83.3%. For Chai, .'aa hewever, the ppyr^ntage 
shows an increase of about 18.4% (fron 59.3% of brewers before ban 
to 76.7%).

before ban and that after the ban was constant at 98.3% . So even 
the percentage shows no change. For Chang’aa however, there was a 
change from 44.1% to 63.3% of total drinkers (a difference of 19.2%). 
It can be iferred that there may have been this 19.2% in
Chang’aa drinking, but it was not a significant one.

- there has been no change in brewing of Busaa and/or 
Chang’aa after closure of clubs.
®A ” there has been a change in brewing of Bngaa . and/or 
Chang’aa after closure of clubs.
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(calc) = 4.86
(calc) = 4.86 > X(calc) ~ 6.25 > X

25 Q q22 =ss

(calc)B£isaa^ =

I

CHmS'AA.BOSA^
TctaTotaJ

4Busaa X

2

11:3

71

5.412
5.412

50
50
100

Lew
0-12 pots

30
27
57

‘32
46
78

Lew 
0-14 pots

42x
41
83

High
15 and over

8 ______
9 ______
17

Before
After

Before
After
Total

High
13 & over

2
19
21

0.05
df = 1

" ?^.O52 = 3.841.
2
' (calc)

Chang’®^ X(calc)

at 0.2 per cent level 
it is not.
Chang ’aa

- 0.07 <Xo 052 = 3.841
=10.365 7 X 0*052 » 3.841

2 =

Chang’aa 3^ (calc) = 6.25 
X^ 0.05^ - 3.841.

X^, we

Busaa 
x20.052 = 3.841

x2 (calc) 
x2

Th-jg means that x2 calculated is significant at 5% level; and also 
for Chang’aa only but at 0.1% level

2Busaa<»X, (calc) = 0.07
Chang’aa x2 (calc) =10.365

Erm the above calculation of X^, we can see that brewing of Chang’aa 
hag Increased m the criteria of the amount brewed - it is a 
significant increeae at 5%. Busaa brewing as well at this level 
has jnereaged- Using the amount drank therefore, we reject the HP 
hypothesis that there has been no change in brewing of either Chang’aa 
and/or Busaa and accept the altemative hypothesis.
Vfe can still try to see if there is any significant change in drinking 
of either or both of these types of alcdhol. Using table 4 - the 
wiint of alcohol sold per ds^ before and after the ban.

The above figures show that at 5% level, X^ calculated for amount of 
Chang’aa sold is significant, but not for amount of Busaa sold.

I
Hq - There has been no change In sale of Chang'aa and/or 
Busaa after closure of clubs.

— There has been a change In the sale of Chang’aa and/or
Busaa after the closure of clubs.

4.86 > X 0 02^
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Peasants and other people usually referred to as poorHyPCTHESIS 2
gran tlie largest portion of brewers and drinkers of either Busaa or Chang'aa

2:1 Ho

%

1
4'

60

•This shows that Hq is rejected.

72

The independent variables in the above hypothesis are occupation and 
gpcj ai status (poor here is measurable by size of land and head of 
cattle). ’ 
broad one;

Brewers
5

54

Total
20
82
12

2
4

120

Drinkers
15
28
12
■ 1 

4
60

.tfrierployed 
. Feasants 

/feg^chers 
Itetlred 
Others 
Total

We can formulate the following testable hypothesis from this 
f c- null hypothesis and an alternative one.
- Occv^tion does not determine wh is a brewer or a drinker 
of Chang’aa and/or Busaa

- Occcpation determines is a ’^rewer or a drinker of 
Chang'aa and/or Busaa.

0.05
df - (5-1) X e5-l) = 4 
Decision criterion 
^.05^ =

!
At 5% level Hb is rejected for Chang'aa - I accepted the f^thesis. 
This leads me to infer that the sale of Chang'aa has increased after the 
closui^e of clubs - which in turn signifies an increase in its 
consumption. This harmonises with the percentage calculation for Chang'aa 
in table 4 that brewers who initially sold mostly less than 7 bottles 
a day have increased their sale to large quantities of over 7 bottles 
a dey. ' (see discussion in preceding section). Busaa drinking, according 
to the calculation above shows no major change - which tallies with 
findings in percentages.
we can further infer that the hypothesis that the closure of clubs 
led to an increase in Chang'aa distillation and drinking but to a 
decrease in Busaa brewing and drinking holds water at the level v^ich 
I have shc'-.’n above.

^(calc)2 = 21.24 > = 9.488
calculated is significant .a5 5% level as well as 0.1 percent 

level. This shows that Hq is rejected. Occupation therefore determines 
vdio
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Total
55NilNone

2324 471-54525201-5.5
7 186-10 113319146-10.5
22 11 & over 1 31111 & over

120Total .60-- 601206060Total

X

1.25 < X = 1.25Table (ii) X.

But

Brewing and drinking activities for both Busaa andHypothesis 3:
Chang are dominated by people with low or no education

HEAD OP CATTLE
I

In the discussion about the education of brewers and drinkers I 
made the observation, (from table 10) that most brewers and drinkers

Tabled) 
3 

7.815

0.05 
df = 
de =

SIZE OF LAND (ACRES) 
Drinkers 

25
Drinkers

27
Br^tfers

15
Brewers
28

Total
40

3.B2 <

is a brewer or drinker of either Chang'aa or Busaa in this sanple 
of 60 respondents for each group. This significance might however, 
have been influenced by the large nuriber of peasants for each group. 
Drinkers account for 46.7% in this group and brewers 90%.

0.05^ “

D.O52 - 7.815

2 =

o
X^ calrmlatgd -ig not significant. The status of drinkers and brewers 
as seen in tables 7 and 8 is that there are more drinkers and brewers 
as one degeendg in magnitude of the head of cattle and size of land- 
the X^ value calculated shews no significant relationship. This 
means that there are other factors other than land and head of cattle 
that make one a brewer or a drinker. Hq has failed to be rejected 
- for independent variable - though the percentage in the table 
tries to show the variable as significant (see discussion).

^(calc)

(calc)2 -

The second independent variable is the status of the respondents.
2:2. status of the individual in the society does not

determine who becoTies a brewer or a drinker.
- The status of the individual determines his decision 
to becone a brewer or a drinker.



73

New,

3:1 1.

2.

drinkee?s BREWEE^S

NoneNone
4924 25 27Low 28Low 55
2613 13High 4 5 9

59 60 119Total Total 54 60 114

0.05
df = (3-1) X (2-1) = 2

= 5.991

However,

I now proceed to the second in which I want to measure the

74

Verstis drinking and brewers as activities of the informal 
sector.
Versus amount drank after ban.

Total
44

After Total
50

Before
22

After
22

Before
23

education level determines v^ether one is a brewer 
and/or a drinker or not.

- Education level does not determine who becomes a brewer 
and/or a drinker.

All

Ha

of Chang'aa and/or Busaa / more represented from people with no / are 
education or'low education than from those with high education.

we want to test education as a variable in two ways: KPUCftTICN

values calculated were insignificant.
= 0.0096 and brewers (calc)2 ~ 0.139.
we shall therefore reject and accept Hq. Education level does not 
have any significant determination on vAio drinks or brews.
again in this case, we remember that using percentage, we saw that 
most of the brewers and drinkers have no or very low educatiem. 
X^ calculation does not Invalidate this cbservaticxi. It seens that 
education is not the only factor Involved, its influence is not very 
significant.

For drinkers X(calc)2
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CHANG’AA
LewIM

9None1None
12 181313Low
6 1477High

23 36 5938 Total37Total 1

1<1450.05
2.077(2-1) « 2

A large poirticn of the drinkers are of youthful ageHypothesis 4:
(0 - 49 ye~^) than old age (50 years and above) and male daninated

AGE VS NO. OF DRINKERSBUSAA
TotalAfter

0.05.107

- Age does not determine entrance into brewing or drinking 
of Chang’aa and'^or Busaa.

df = 1 
de == 3.841

df = (3-1) 
df = 5.991

- Age is a criterion on drinking and brewing of Chang'aa and/or 
Busaa.

I . i
to measure the Influence of education - therefore education versus
amount of alchohol drank. |

5 
58

8
8

Total
27

10
117

High
18

Before
53

High 
17

Low
High

54

59

Young
Old 
Total

Chang-aa =

’'(calc) -

Ho

Hie data that will aid us in the calculati<ai of for this hypothesis 
is contained In table 14, and 12:1, 12:2 fretn table 14 we saw that the 
youth dominate ths drinking of both Busaa ..nd Chang'aa, before and 
after the ban. (see discussion cn sex and age of drinkers etc 4:6). 
For the y? calculation, we shall use the foliating hypothesis.

calculated for both Busaa and Chang'aa is not significant.
remains unrejected. Education has no Influence (significant) on 

the amount of alcohol drank.

Total
18
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AGE VS NO. OF DRINKERSCHANG’AA
After Total 0.0.5
35 59 df = 1

2 3 5 de = 3.841
38Total 26

This

SEX VERSUS NO. OP DRINKERSBUSAA
Total?Before After

0.05874443Male
df = 13015Female 15
de » 3.84111758Total 59

Cl

SEX VERSUS NO. OF DRINICHANG’AA
TotalAfter 1.Before = 0.0016
533221Male

6 2.11Female 5
643826Total

5% signifying no

76

Before 
24Young 

Old

(ocuLc)

qal<^lated is not significant at this level of 
change In sexual distribution of the respondents, after the closure of 
clubs. »Vfe want to test the variable sex versus the amount of alcohol . 
consumed

X^Ccalc) "

In both eases, the value of calculated was not significant, 
shows that there was no change in distribution of age among Busaa and/or 
Chang’aa drinkers after closure of clubs. ' ■
The closure of clubs did not in any we^ alter this distribution.
Also X oonroutaticn for the above hypothesis shews also that the 
age variable is not a strong one - it ie not significant. However, 
even thou^ this may be the ease, but according to the percentage 
proportion, age is a significant variable. The youth dominate the 
drinking of both Chang’aa and Busaa.
The next X^ will be for the sex of the respondents versus drinking 
of either Busaa and/or Chang’aa.
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BUSAA

Note:
15
591445

1
SEX VERSUS AMOUNT PRANKCHANG'AA

Male

10

77 •

- Sex dk*>as not amount of alcohol drank*
-* Sex determines the amount of alcc^ol drank.

Ho
Ha

Low = Q - 3 glasses 
f

Hi^ = 4 glasses and over

Figures used are 
for after ban.
0-3 tins 
14 and above tins

0.05
df - 1
de - 3.841

Low - 
High

Lew
"32
13

Lew2
3̂ 3

28

Total 
32
6

38
Fentale 
Total

SEX VERSUS AMOUNT DRANK
Total
”44

High 
25

Male 
Fgnale 
Total

Hi^ 
12' 
2

Chang'aa = 1.99

So far, we have dealt with three variables, sex, age and education and 2they have not been significant using X calculation. May be one of the 
esiplanatiais is that on their <xai, these variables are not significant, 

' but they nerge together and as a force, they influence the dulnking
of Busaa and/or Chang'aa. The percentages hewever, shewed that these 

are influential on their own.

Both values for X^ calculated are not sig. ificant. Sex therefore, is 
not a significant variable for amount dirank- This does not harmonise 
with the findings using percentage where we saw that Busaa and/or 
Chang'aa drinking is dominated by males both before and after the ban 
(see discussion 4:6).

’'(calc) 2 = 1-236
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Lack of job opportxjnities (unenployment) leads

of Inccme

1.

2.

78

Hypoth^is 5;

people into brewing Chang'aa and/or Busaa. as alternative sources

In section 4:10 I discussed brewing and distillation of Busaa and 
Chang’aa respectively as Income earning activities. I also discussed 
how the money (inccme) obtained frcxn brewing and distillation is 
used among the very many requiranents in an order of magnitude

-fco the responses from the brewers- In the above hypothesis, 
the act of brewing (and) or (distillafcicn) is an alternative source 
of income - alternative to other means especially a salaried job.
In order to test the significance of this hypothesis, we shall look 
at two aspects from it.

Who among the brewers has another source of income (excluding 
farm products) other than brewing.
Pag . unenployment been measured to be significant a variable 
in leading people into brewing.

In hypotheg-tg two, we tested the significance of occupation as an 
independent variable in brewing activities. The result was that 
the value of x2 calculated (i.e 21.24) was greater than the expected 
value at 5% i.e 9.488. Occxqoation was therefore a determinant of 
who became a brewer or a drinker of either Chang’aa and/or Busaa.
In the percentage proportion, unaiployed people and peasants had

- the highest representation; 90% of total brewers and 8.3% respectively. 
These figures and the calculated help us to infer that since 
peasantry in this hypothesis is not considered as a 'job opportunity', 
then the majority of brewers are those without jobs; hence they have 
been forced to brew either Busaa or Chang'aa. It is the lack of 
jobs that drove then into the activity.
As for the first statement, a lock at table 9 shows us that although 
the drinkers are distributed among every category of occupation, 
brewers are not. There is no brewer who features in any paid category 
of paid workers e.g. teaching. Nor is there any brewer in the section 
of 'others' - ccnsisttAg of watchmen, petty shopkeepers and farm 
labourers. Brewing is their only source of income.
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In the light of the above argument we can make an inference that 
the hypothesis stands at this level of inadequate (improper) 
statistical analysis to invalidate it or strengthen it as it 
states. I will therefore accept it at this Iwer level of testing.
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CCNCLUSION AND RECCMMEWATIONSCHAPTER 5

J

80

3ii this last Chapter/ I will review some of the preceding Chapters and 
pinpoint sene of the areas of ccnoem that bear a significant tone to 
this research. Lastly, I will examine some of the findings and 
deliberations of the study and come up with suggestions and reconmendations 
about possible ways to solve or minimise the problan of brewing and 
distillation of Busaa and Chang’aa respectively.
m the literature review, I discussed at length the issue of the 
informal sector with reference to uneinployinent and also brewing, distillery 
and drinking of Busaa and Chang’aa. ^le of the key areas of concern 
was the increasing level at vdiich tmonployment is rising in our Kenyan 
CCTitext nob to mention on international level. One of the paramount
vpianatjons gi-«^ by scholars (and quoted} about unenptogtCTt
and its causes was inability of the formal sector-tO-meet the risinq 
d^nand of jobs in the country. Ihis was further accentuated by the 
discovery that job-seekers have got diverse aspirations from some of 
those offered by the formal sector; aspirirations vbich. many a writer 
attribute to the education offered in our schools that fails to 
prepare the graduates from such schools fr- their future lives from the 
arra-i 1 able resouTces Open to them. ’
i’Smid’' sev^^^i suggestions as to vdiat exactly our education system 
should , alm to pass to the students and what skills and knowledge it 
shotO-d entail and try to Instil into these students, arose also the 
issue of lack of resources for proper eccnonic develqpnent. Ihe 
qitegt-*<Tn of resources was seen as arising out of the country's lack 
of natural "riches" i.e minerals and fuel, key to industrial economic 
‘develc^anent that is acceptable as the key answer to unenployraent - 
however limited this assunpticn could be­
lt was further realised in the literature review that our country's 
econony is heavily dependent on agriculture and therefore there was need 
for Ulis sector to be developed- m the light' of creation of jeb 
o^portnnitieg of the same magnitude as those in other sectors that 
acted a force to lure job-seekers and make them aspire higher than
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Significantly, occupation was found to be a d-^terminant of v^o drinks 
or who becores a br&>7er. Hiis has been one of rty stant^xsints in the 
literature review that not ever^dooc^ can becccne a brewer especially in 
the rural areas. Prestige and status play a major role in the behaviour 
of rural folks. It is therefore only 'peasants* and the 'poor* or the 
unenployed who actually engage in brewing and distillation of Busaa and 
Chang’aa respectively. Ag for the drinkers, there was nn major critericai 

g the categories.

The crucial Ch^>ter, however, has been the one preceding this one - 
the Ch^ter in which I discussed brewing, distillery and drinking of 
Busaa and Chang'aa vis-avis independent varibles like sex, age and 
educaticn and found for exairple that not a single one of these variables 
has paramount control over the decision to brew or drink Chang'aa and/or 
Busaa by the individual. But it led me to the conclusion that as a grovp 
of variables, they influence (d) the behaviour of brewers and drinkers, 
thou^ this "-as not proved through the calculation of X , but together 
with the percentages, one could easily notice the relationship that 
existed between the variables.

In this Chapter, I found also that a greater number of the drinkers and 
brewers were d^anontent with the government’s action to close down the 
clubs. Many of them viewed this action as the beginning of the now 
indefatigable prcfolem of excessive brewing and drinking of Chang'aa.
Most of the brewers (see section 4:10) argued that brewing was their only

they could achieve. The limitation of agriculture, l.e lack of land 
was also examined and suggesticns made in the surrmary of the literature 
review about possible ways to minimise it.
Tastlyy but not least was the dlscussicn on informal sector activity of 
brewing and drinking Chang'aa and/or Busaa - the central issue in this 
stut^. Several hypotheses were formulated to be tested during the 
research and in subsequent Chapter on Data analysis. I also discussed 
the methodology used in the research and the problems encountered in 
the field especially -.duringthe interviews.
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BUSAA AND THB BEER-HRUi (CLUBS) ISSUE5:2
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I

In Chapter 3, I discussed sane of the prctolems encountered by br®/ers 
and drinkers in theiv use of the Busaa clubs. Sane of these were later 
high-lighted in Chapter 4 (4:9). In this section, I will examine sone • 
of the suggesticms advanced the respondents and their feasibility in 

. their present Kenyan context.
Sone respondents during the resecr=h thought that we should go back to 
our traditions and drink Busaa at hone and to allcw only adults. Also, 
they argued, the sanfcticns that underlined brewing and drinking of Busaa 
were to be re-established. This suggestion (thou^ not put to data) was 
received during pa-rt-icipant observation on k€y-informant”discussicffis. 
However, the majoril^ of the respondent^ (see Chapter 4) argued that 
going back to the traditional style of drinking Busaa had its set-backs. 
For one thing, we could not deny the younger generation drinking Busaa 
(having al-ready initiated them into the practice) if they can show 
responsibility in doing so, better than they do when drinking Chang'aa. 
Also, brewing at hone can easily lead to other problens like lack of. 
discipline among drinkers since they are not iitmediately within easy 
reach of the law as they were at the club where their behaviour was 
’checked by the club pricprieter and adminstration police controlled by 
the local councils.

This later canp of respondents agitated therefore for a re-establishment 
of Busaa clubs to serve the ccrnmon man who cannot afford beer or whisky 
and at the same time 5410 finds Chang’aa a bit too bitter and 'hard' 
to quenph thirst and hunger. Busaa is a soft drink and sweet to the 
taste.

sdunSe=of incane and even if they were expected to develop their farms, 
-they needed money -to do this - hence they argued, they should be allcwed 
to brew as to get -this money.
Generally -then, this is what I have been discussing in -the preceding 
Ch^ters. I will now discuss the issue of Busaa clubs and Chang'aa 
distillation separately and advance sane of the suggestions put forward 
by respondents, v^iich I may or may not svpport.
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They argued for exartple that if the government has to crack down on 
excessive drinkers of alcohol, then it should start with beer and whisky^. 
All night clubs, bars etc should operate under strict regulations. 
Busaa and Chang'aa cannot be singled from a multitude of alcoholic 
drinks and accused of causing under-develcpxient; in any case, if 
dribs have to blame for causing under-developinent, then it was due to 
poor organisation of the dribs - not those who drank or brewed frcsn there. 
The following then are the suggestions that came rp during the iresearch:

Ito single should be allayed to run a club -7 whether he
built- it or not. The club(s) should be run by a council or a 
society (or organisation) - preferably made of brewers and drinkers 
of the peripteral area of the dribs - and to ccnslst of the area 
Assistant Chief or any other admin ^stration officer for its smooth­
running. This bod^ would 'rent* the club frcm its owner and run 
it by licence from the Distric Cdtmissioner (liquor licensing Board 
chairman).
All brewers vrtio want to use the drib would do so by application 
to the body and by satisfying the conditions set up ty this bo(^. 
They would for exaitple be required to subsidize a certain amount 
of money to the body as 'rent’ for the use of the club for a 
specified period of time (preferably one d^). This would solve 
the problem of tte owner having antononous say in vte is allow ed 
to use the dub and also prevent discriminative services 
occtplained of by the respondents.
The council, (body running the drib) would be respmsible for its 
maintenanoe - meeting all health regulations and requiratents and 
acccnmodation of its members.
The hours of operation have to be reviewed. Initially, dubs 
opened twice a day? from lO.a.m to 2 p.m. and 4.p.m. to ll.p.m. 
The new should be fran 2 p.m. tO 6 p.m (we^cdeys) and 
10 a.m to 6 p.m. on weekends.
The council would ensure, among other things, that the quality 
of Busaa brewed confirms to the requirement of the customers - 
an issue that caitrlbutes to drinkers shifting to Chang'aa. 
Special licences to be offered (throggh the council) - and paid 
for-to those brewing at hone who have special reasons for doing so.
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(11)
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• ILastly/ clubs should be distributed on sub-locational basis 
(to avoid congestions) and to be allocated ah convenient 
places (not necessarily market places) so as not to 
interfere with the smooth-running of other activities e.g 
education or religious activities.

In Chapter 4, I di Mugged the opinion of the respondents about the 
iss«je of Chang’^ djgti llatlon- For exanple, most of the brewers (66.7%) 
and a good fraction of drinkers (23.3%) thought that Chang'aa is 
dangerous to health. And v^iereas 33.3% of the drinkers wanted Chang'aa 
legalised, 65% of brewers thought so too.
But then, 43.3% of tlr*e drinkers wanted Chang'aa banned altogether - 
tixat is in the event that clubs were re-opened and Busaa made available.

RgtaHT 1 ghTTBgnt of a co-operative or a conpaiiy under the auspices 
of the Ministry of regional planning - to buy Chang'aa from 
producers (brewers) the same way K.C.C. does with milk. This 
co-operative would have several factories ^diere the Chang'aa would 
be processed to obtain a 'spirit' — a Kenyan vhisky - which would 
be ocmnErcially sold like any other drink in the country.
Brewers would be required to obtain a licence (renewable) of 
operation from a bot^ fcraned specifically for this purpose (or 
the same bo^ licensing Busaa brewing). Chly that the licence 
would be granted if the brewer (s) satisfied ths following conditions 
and any other percieved or thou^t necessary.

Ccnstruction of a shack or building vhere distillation 
would take place - certified by a health officer. 
Construction of drainage or disposal facilities of Chang'aa 
residue (locally called 'imuna') — so as to avoid 
polluting rivers by this residue.

Even though most of the brewers thought that Chang'aa was detrimental 
to health, but only 26.7% thought it sould be banned. I have alrea^ 

the reasons for this view in Chapter 4. With legalisation 
however, it involved g^ierally the foUcwing:



84

Ciii)

85

The above suggestions which I tend to agree with would be more effective 
than the sporadic raids organised by the government frcm the regional 
police headquarters vdiich is already an inteferenoe with the force that 
has other iitroediate duties. Also, brewers have strated finding ways of 
bypassing the raids by bribing the police or locating 'scouts' to be 
on the lookout for them - hence by the t-*me these policemen arrive, 
they can only arrest innocent wananchi out of frus craticn at their 
failure to get the real culprits, mfact, very many people are 
framed with bottles of Chang'aa and taken to court and charged when 
they are not even drinkers of any alcoholic drink i
However, we should be aware that in the sixties, the ugandar.govemrrient 
made an effort to discourage the illicit distillery of _"enguli"
(waragi) by establishing a modem distell^-y of "Waragi” The exercise 
had almost the opposite effect - illegal distilerv went on - "waragi" 
bottlesZquickly acquired to contain the illicit llnuor and the / v/are 
consumers stuck to this brand - arguing that it was more tasty than the 
"colourless" Uganda "waragi" distilled by the govemnEnt. Therefore, 
if the govem-ment undertakes to builtta distillery C"factory") for 
Chang'aa, the "manufactured" Chang'aa will definitely face a ste^ 
oonpetition from the one distilled at hans - unless its ouality is 
^preserved.
Breadng is new a criminal offence, and those arrested - unless they 
find w^s to avoid being taken to court - end being heavily.
I remember during the period preceding Easter holidays (1984) two 
brewers had been fined Shs. 10,000 and Shs. 500 for being found with 
distilled Chang’aa and the lirroliments used, respectively. But even 
such firyes do not deter other brewers from going to the "factory".

The brewer would sell all his produce straight to the 
co-t*^ative (or carpary) at a depot in established quantities 
e.g 20 -litre cans and payment would be made immediately or 
after a specified period of time.

Payment^would depend.on the amount arid quality of the Chang'aa distilled, 
(c) Ml processes of caunercial processing, bottling,distribution 

would be done by the co-perative.
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The safest period to go and distil Chang'aa is immediately after a 
raid - since it is unlikely that the 'raiders' will ccrne again for 
another 2 — 3 weeks-
It is also ironical tha.t the government has intensified raids -as 
the only means of eradicating the distillery of Chang "aa. T/jhy has it 
not for example, tried to put a stoo to the sale of resources and 
inpliraents, etc, used for distilling Chang'aa - such as Molasses, 
vrtiite-sugar, drums, huge pots and sufurias, yeast etc. Pines should 
for exartrole be imposed on those found buying drums and large pots 
without arw specific function for them. However, the government has 
to justify its st?nd on distiHation of Chang’aa and brewing of Busaa 

clearly because if tiiey are taken as criminal practices, there 
are other alcoholic drinks that are just as harmful to develconent or 
to the Individual person other than these two.
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- TfiBT.KSAPPEI3DIX I

Distribution of drinkers and brewers before and after the banOaBLE X

AFTER BAN

505958 50Busaa
(98.3) (83.3)(92.6)
38 4626Chang'aa
(63.3)(44.1)
60 6059 54Total of Respondents

ptotal of responses 97 968284

Note:X

Distribution of Average Monthly Amount of alcohol brewed inTable 2.
relation to the type of alcohol brewed before and after the ban

Busaa
Before After
10150 - 6.5
14157 - 12.5

8 1113 - 18.5
9519 - 24.5
6325 and over

(76.7*) 5046(53.3)32

Notes X

CMC

87

Note: 2 
k

Total of 
Bespcaidents .

(83.3*)50

&

I
100*100*

*39.21?.
(59.3)

(20)
(28)
(22)
(18)
(12)

Brewers * 61

Before
29 (90^6)
3 (9.4r

T^pe of alcchol/period 
Chang* aa 

After
(32.6)
(32.6)
(17.4)
(10.9)
(6.5)

(98.3)
* 31

Drinkers 
60.8*

100*

(83.3*

I 
i B
I

25 (50)
15 *(30)
4 (8)
4 (8)
2 (4)

100*

47.9* 
(76.7)

39*

_______ PERSONS
BEFCRE BAN 

DfihkeiTs 
69*

Brewers 
* 

52.1

Above are frequencies for each cells- the figures in 
parenthesis are percentages calculated fran the total mzdxsr

■ of rei-^>?ndAntg indicated in column totals.
2 Figures with asterisk are percentages calculated frcm total 

of responses.

TJie intervals have been arranged ti!i.« due to the nature of 
the answers. Xn subsequent tables^ the decimal point was not neces­
sary and therefore the intervals are arrairred withdut them.
Fran now hencefcrtb, idie neriod after the demure of clubs and ban 
on traditicxial licrudr will be referred to simoly as 'Before* 
’After* in the t^les.
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3

No. OF BREWERS

ay^G’AA
AFTER BfiNBEFORE BAN BhiOKb AFTER

1 or less. 1 5 27
23 1218
16 9204 — 5 I

n 1 6 2Over 5

50 *(100) 50 (100)32 (100) 46 (100)TOTAL

1Note:

2

Average Arount Q£ Alochol Sold Before and After the ban on daily basisTABIE 4
CBANG'AA4:2 No. CP BREWERSNo. OF BREWERS4:1 BDSAA

BEFOREBEFORE AFTER AFTER
2 or less bott.■ 9222 or less
3-^1 bots3 — 8 bots 10
8 - 12 "9 - 14 ” 9

13 - 17 "15 - 20 " 9
18 and above21 and above

50 (100)50(100) TOTAL 32 (100)TOTAL 46 (100)

Notes 1

2

88

Figures with asterisk are percentages calculated fron 
total of response^.

16 (50)
14 (43.7)
2 (6.3)

19(26)
19(38)
10(20) 
6(12) 
2(4)

(15.2)
(39.1)
(43.4)
(2.2)

(44)
(20)
(18)
(18)

(lO)
(46)
(32)
(12)

(54)
(24)
(18)
(4)

13 (40.6)
14(43.8).
3(9.4)
1(3.1)
1(3.1)

3(6.5)
4(8.7)

20(43.5)
12(26.1)
7(15.2)

Figures with asteirisk are percentages calculated fron 
total of responses.

Above are frequencies for each cell; the figures in 
parenthesis are percentages calculated from the total 
number of respondents indicated in column total s

IEh 
§

Average Monthly Times Of Brewing In Relation To The Type of 
Alochol Brewed.

2 — 3
n

Above are frequencies for ea ch cell; the figures in 
parenthesis are percentages calculated fron the total 
number of irespondents ndicated in column total a
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TABLE 5

TYPE OF ALCC^OL (RESPCNCES)

CHANG’AA

(20.8)31

15 (100)149 (100)

TABIE 6

TYPE OF ALO^IOL (RESPCNSES

CHJNG’AABUSAA

(3.9)(67.6) 225

(60.8)(13.5) 315

(18.9)7

(9.8)5

51 (100)37 (100)TOTAL CF RESPCNSES

Distribution of drAxikers and brestfers on tJie basis of size of landTABIE 7

OP TJND fACRES)

•9

^{ElfERn

89

Note:

TCTALS OP 
RESPCNSES

35
40
43

25 
(41.7)

7 (46.7)
3 {20}

3(20)
1 (6.7)
1.(6.7)

12
1

(23.5)
(2.0)

19 
C31.7)

Che^ to Repare
Earns More than 
others
Has heavy danand 
than others
Nat perishable 
Does not know hew 
to prepare______

Cheap
Satisfying 

healthy r drink 
to get drunk 

food
Medical

DRINKERS

Distributicn of drinkers by reasons given for Prefering to drink 
either Chang *aa or Busaa

TOTAL 
60 aoo) 
60 

ClOO)

11 and above 
1

(1.7)
1
(1.7)

6 - 10.5
14
(23.3)

1 - 5.5
20
(33.3)

Distribution of brewers by reasons advanced for Prefering to brew 
Bitgaa or still Chang *aa

NONE 
2.5 
(41.7)

BUSAA
(23.5)
(26.8)
(28.9)

!

t/i 

I

Note:
Figures in Parenthesis for 
table 5 and 6 are percentac 
of Frequency of responses 
calculated fron column tots

o
0

• I
w

I

15
(25)

Figures in Parenthesis are percentages Ccalculated from 
total number of respondents i.e. 60 for each sample) 
of the given frequencies.
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TABLE 8 Distribution of Drinkers and brewers on the basis of the head
OF Cattle they own;

HEAD OF CATTT.F
NIL 1-5 6-10 11 and above

DRINKERS
BREWERS

Note:

TABLE 9 Distributidn of drinkers and brewers by their occupatioi
NO. OF PERSOJS

DRINKERS - same instructions as tableBREWERS

1 (1.7)

60TOTAL j5Q

Others

r^LE 10

NO. OF PERSONS

BREWERSDRINKERS

AFTER ^FORE AFTERNONE BEOTE

HIGH

54 (100) 60 (100)TOTAL [59 (100) 60 (100)

■ Distribution of drinkers md brewers according to Education level, 

before and after ben.

lAienployed 
Peasants

1528
12
14

C25)(46.7) 5 (8.3) 
54 (90)

Teachers 
Retired Others

(20)
(1.7) r6.71

Use Instructions below 
Figures in parenthesis are 
percentages of frequencies 
from column totals.

aI

1-3

I
s s 22 

037.31 
24 
(y.7) 
13 
(22)

n 
045) 
25 
(41.7)

22 
(36.71 
25
(41.7) 
13
(21.7) ■

24 
(401 
23 
(38.3)

23

27
(50)

(7.4)

21
____

28
(46,7)
5 •

(8.3)

7 
(11.71 -
11

(13.3)

2
(3.31 —-

1
(1.7)

I fOJE 
LOW

Figures in Parenthesis, are percentages (calculated fran 
total number of respondents i.e. 60 for each sanple) of 

• the given frequencies.

Have land above 1 acre and 
cultivate crops for family 
ccnsuirption

E.g. Petty shopkeepers, watching 
etc.

'JCNE - not attended school 
IDW - school up to Std. 8 
HIGH - secondary level and 

or above

Unem^

!

8
iloyed 
without any specific job 
(occupation)

(ii) those without land, or 
with a small plot (less 
than 1 acre) where no 
cultivation takes place Peasants
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TABLE 11:

;/NO. OF PEOPLE11:1 BUSAA
ETMALEmale

AfterBeforeAfterBefore

9 (60)8 (53.3)22 (56)7 (16.3)6 tins or less

4 (26.7)4 {2^.1}10 (22.7)l9 (20.9)7-13 tinsI 2 (13.3)3 (20)8 (18.2)12 (27.9)14 - 20 tins
4 (9.1)15 (34.9)21 and over

15 (100)15 (100)44 (100)43 (100)TOTAL1

CHANG'AA11:2
:/M0 OF PK3PLE

FEMAISMAXC

AfterBeforeAfterBefore

3 (60) 1 (16.7)1 (3.1)I 'g^ass or less. 8 (38.1)

1 (20) 2 (33.3)6 (18.8)10 (47.6)

10 (31.2) 1 (20) 3 (50)3 (14.3)4-5 glasses

15 (46.9)6 and over

5 63221

Sane Instructions as for table 11:1

...91

TOTAL

Distribution of drinkers by the type of alcohol drank 
amount and drank before and after ban in relation to sex

p - 3 glasses

Note:l.Figures in parenthesis are percentages calculated frcm column 
total g of the frequencies given.

2.Period of time is for cne week.
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TA-RTiK 12

12.1 

SEX/ND. OF PEOPLE

yOUN3

OID

TCXEAL
595858TOTAL

12.2 CHVNG’AA

SESL^> CF PTOPLE

TOUNB

e (15.8)5a9.2)32(84.2)21(80.8)TOEAIi
38263826OVW TOEAli

EUSAA.
MALE FEMALEFEMAIjEJ!>g^TjE

1219
21210-20I 3 (5)3921 AM) OZER

92
■

(31.7)
(20)
(15)

(20)
(3.3)

(5)

1. Figures in 
lerentheis are 
Percentage from 
Grand totals.
2. Figures inariced 
with asterisk ax 
percentages frcm 
column totals.

BELOW lO^S
tt

§

M s

MALE
AFTER

59
___

Distrilution of drinkers by sec and age and the type of alcohol 
drank before and after ban.

female
AFTER
14 93.3*
(23.7) *1 6.7
(1.7)
15 (25.4)

BEFORE 
5 IDO* 
(19.2)

40 90.9*
(67.8)*
4 8.1
(6.8)
44 (74.6)

female . . , ■ 
after
5 83.3*

~~(1372)
1 16.7
(2.6)

BEFORE
19 90.5 
(73 J.)
2 8.5*
(7.7)

AFTER
30 93.8* 
(78.9) 
2.6.1* J 
{5.3}

Note: For
table 12.1 and
12.2

14 93.3* 
(24.1)
1 (6.7* 
(1.7)
15 (25.9)

Ifetes
Figures in Parenthesis are Percentages calculated fran total 
san^e of 60 respondents I

before

39 90.7*
(67.3)

*
4 8.3
(6.9)

43 (74.1)

g3^E13.1 Distribution of drinkers according to the type of alcohol 

first drank in relation to age and sesc.

. TyPE CF ALCH0H3E/N9* OF PEOPLE
CHANG'AA
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Distribatlon of drinkers according- to reasons given for startingTABLE 13.2.
to drink in relation to age.

I

Distribition of drinkers by age and type of alcohol drank beforeTAELE 14
and after the ban.

TYPE CF AE00H3L/PERS0NS
CHANG'AA

EEFCBE

(7.9)(7.7)(8.5)(8.6)

38 aoo)26aOO)59 (100)58(100)TCTAL

Notes

tye^rers by age and type of alchohol brewedDistribution ofTAELE 15: .

before and after ban.

TYUS CF ALCX)HX/PERSONS

CHANG *AA.BUSAA
AFTER■ AFTER BEFCREEEFCE^

21

45 (100)32(100)50(100)TOTALS

'I

31(51.7)
5(8.3) 6 (10) 

10(16.7)

OTHER 
BEASGNS

0-49 Yrs

□tD
50 and ov^

OID
50 and 
over

YOUNG
0-49 Yrs

BELOW lOYrS 
lO - 20 ” 
21 and above

53
(91.4) 
5

(84.4) 
5

38 
(82.6) 
8 
a7.4)

37
(74)

13
(26)

37 
(74) 
13 
(26)

WORE 
24 
92.3) 
2

(92.1) .
3

AFTER 
"35

3 (5) 
5(8.3)

AETER 
54 
(91.5) 
5

REAgyS___________
FRIENDS’ 
INFLUBN3E

Figures in Parenthesis are Percentages of frequencies 
calculated fron colunn totals.

Nytes iji ®arenthesis are Percentages calculated frciu
total sample of 60 respondents

s
I

^raNEAL

,,. 50 (100) .
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Distribution of drinkers and brewers who support and/orTABIE 16:
do not support the closure of clubs and/or ban on traditicnal
alcohol

16:216:1 DRINKERS

TABIE 17:1

17:1

drinkersBRESSERS

5 (15.2)4 (9.3)1. Encouraged crime
5 (11.6)2. Encouraged laziness

4 (12.1)24 (55.8)3. Discriminative service at clubs
4. Made under unhealthy oonditions

22 (66.7)10 (23.3)5. Chang ’aa dangerous to health
43 (100) 33 (1031)TOTAL

Do not si;gport either ban and/or closure17:2

27
65

Same instructions as for table 17:1

94

(23.1)
(35.4)
(41.5)
(100)

1.
2-
3.

Brewing earns revenue
For refreshment 
Traditional drink

Total

BREWERS

(36.6)
(30.5)
(32.9)

.££30
25
T1
82.(100)

Svgjport ban and/or closure

DRINKERS 
15 
23

Figures in parenthesis are calculated from column totals and 
represent percentage proportions.

Distribution of respondents on their opinion about the closure 
of the clubs and ban on traditional beer

Figures in parenthesis are percentage of frequencies given 
calculated

Closure

(8.3)(18.3) (8.3)
22

(6.7)
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Distribution of respondents on their solutions about theTABLE 18:
closure of clubs and Chang *aa distillation

BUSAA CLUBS18:1

RSDimBREWERS

4641 (68.3)Clubs to be re-cpened
5 (8.3)10 (16.7)Want special licences

8 (13.3)Clubs to ronain closed

1 (1.7) .Do not know
60 (100)TOEAL

a-

CHANG* AA DISTILLAnON18; 2
drinkersBREWERS

20 (33.3)39 (65)gA- distillation

9 (15)4 (6.7)Special lioence
26 (43.3)16 (26.7)Want it barmed

5 (8.3)1 (1.7)Do not know
60 (99.9)TOTAL

gam^ instructions as above.

95

8 (13.3)'

Figures in parenthesis are percentage of frequencies given ; 
frcm total sample

I

1 (1.7) ’
”F

60 (100)

60 (101)
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APPENDIX 2: hUiarEREUCES

Acoda, Prof. (1982)•1.

(1982)2. 

(1984)

/
- "Daily Nation", Editorial, Vfednesd^(1979)Githi, G.5.

I.I..0 (1972)8.

Killick Tcny (1979)9.

Locddiart, Lawrenoe (1977)*10.

(1975)13. N.C.E.P.

(1976)Otodaro, Michael14.

/15.

16.

96

6.
1.

Uhiversity of Nairctoi Team 
(1977)

11.
12.

Cl^ton, E.S
Daily Nation

3.
4. a) .

b) .
c) .
d) ).

Unpublished essay on Medical and Mental 
conplications of Chang *aa 
Nairobi.
Sth Year Medical students’ notes on 
Alcoholism - Nairobi
Rural unertplcyment in Kenya - Nairobi 

Friday, April 20th 1984. Editorial pp4( 
Wednesday, December 20th 1978 ppi 
Tuesday, January 30th, 1979 
Wec3nesday, February, 14th 1979 
Editorial.

Muikui, J.T. (1976)
Mwmgi, Cecily (1975)

Hcteon, P. Richard (1967)
House, J- William (1971)

Papers
Performance,

Februai^ 10th 1979, pp6.
- Alcchol and the Hunan Race — Icndon
- 'ngaiTT^bi's Informal Sector". An 

exploratory stui^ in: Killick Tony (Edc)
• studies in the econary of Africa, Papers on the Kenyan economy. Performance and 
Policy. Nairobi pp 357 -.368.

- Ehplcyment, Incomes and Equality. — A 
strategy for Increasing Productive 
Qiployment in Kenya. Geneva.

- Studies in the eccaicraies of Africa.
P^jers on the Kenyan econary. Performance 
Problems and Policy. EABH Nairobi, 
pp 265 - 267

- "The^econcinies of Nine Years Education
for'All". In Killicfe, Tct^ (Ed) above 
quoted, pp 279 - 286.

- Anatcny of the Urban Informal Sector - Nail’
- Living Conditions and Sources of Income 

of Unmarried Mothers in Mathare Valley. 
Nairobi.

- Ins Killick, Tony (Ed) 1979. 
Studies in the econcmies of Africa.

■ on the Kenyan econaiy. 
Preplans and Policy. 
EP 265 - 267

- "Education and National eccncmic 
Development in Kenya" Ins Killifck, 
Tony (Ed). Studies in the economies o;C 
Africa. Papers on the Kenyan-B! 
PArformarifTA, PTYShlppns and Policy. 
pp 269 - 213

~ Towards strategies of Intensified 
Social Development. Nairobi.

- Personal experiences, dlscussicxi 
with nthAr people other than respondents.
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QUESTIONS FOR KEY INFORMANTSAPPENDIX 3: SIRUCTC

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

11

12.

14.

15.

16.

I

were sone 
and brewers?
Bid notice ai^ undesirable thing about ^e Busaa clubs - for

»
What is Busaa prepared from? .
What are the requirements for brewing a drum of Buiaa?

What is the approximate profit fron a drum of Busaa?
How and vdiere was Busaa brewed, during traditional days?
How was drinktng of Busaa organised in the traditional days? 
i.e. Who was allowed to drink and on what occasions.
What functions did Busaa have in the traditional days?

. t

What were the taboos and sanctions placed on brewing and drinking 
of Busaa iff the traditional days? Are these taboos/sanctions still 
functioning to the present day?

Who Initiated Busaa clubs and how were they run?
brewers and drinkers allowed to use the clubs?

of the problems experienced at the club by drinkers
How were

examnle the bdiaviour of its users or proprietor?
HOM was Chang'aa diffused into this (our) cotmwnity? - do you 
ranariber ^dien and where it was first distilled. Who started distilling if

13. Do you know or could you have heard about the real place or people 
who started distilling Chang'aa?
How did people react to Chang'aa - especially drinkers and brewers 
whoi they came to knew about it?
Do you liiink that pecple welcomed th^ closure of clubs? — 
evriiairi your answers. Do you think this closure had any effects 
on the and/or drinkers of either Busaa or Chang'aa?
•Any othe^bustness - e.g Classification of any issue that had 
arisen out of the interview and had not been very clear.



mSTCUCTlONS s

!•

Vrite N.A. in the blanl:2« spaces when the question does
not concern you«

3.

4. note that Busaa clubs were closed in 1979.

SBCTIOn A. PJSRSONAl.

(1 - MA.1IS,Sex
2 - Married).Marital Status

Village Sub^looation Location

Grade

01.

) State how much, you get.

( )

Fisherman

(f) Other(s) Speoify

02.

I

Occupation .• 

per day/week/i

Please give short clear ansvzers when you are ragiH 
to explain or specif^ a given answer*

(c)
(e)

2- Pj2i/i.Lj:)

(1 — Single,

Do you have children in school for whom you pay school 
fees .... 'Yes/No

Casual labourer 
( )

Salary/^^‘age Ksh« . .
month/annum (D3L3T'S IS INT^'APPLICABLS)

Note that the word TiW.s as used in some questions does 
not refer to debes but to ’Ximbo*

. Ksh. .......
(b) Unemployed (
(d) Peasant

or ♦Blue Band* containers.

<./2

aiAlJG* AA--BRBT7ING AIW PPylinLIITG HT EOLOI^AIjn DIVISIOM

II4PACT OP TilJS CLOSUaJi OP BUSAA CLUBS
I •“ ■ ' ■ ■ - > ■■■ ■ ■

Retired on Pension (
• /month.

)

( )

If you have no specific occupation that 'earns you a 
salary or wage, state whether you ares (TICK -IN 0N3 
APPLICABLE ONE) 
(a)



■Jhat other property do you have;lie
Size, iT

Sizei

FOR DRir^CISRS ONLYGISCTIOn B

01.

If the einswer is ’No* speci:^ the type you drink

02.

(e.g. ’Whisky) ((a) Spirits

( )(b) of alcoholAny type

(o) Beer

VZhat was the first type of alcohol that you drtok03.

19when was this

start drinlcing (TICK ET APPROPRIATE BOX)T/hat made you04 «
)((a) to kill time

( )(b) to drown my sorrows

)to relax.after work {

( )(e) Because my
(f) Other reasons

time do you usually drinkWhat05 •
(specify the time of day, week.

dr-ink now for the same reason that made you06. ■ Do you
If the answer is2 as NO.)start ( YES,1 a

drink now .specify clearly why you’NO’

I

_____J

Property

tzzziz 
S’
3- ' 'T

(o)

(d) to be .drunk . , . ( ) .

friends used to drink

or month or occasion)

Property

Do you drinlc both Ghang’aa and Busaa YSS/NO

IiThat othei? type(s) of alcohol do you drink*.

)

(TICE IN ONLY IHOSS THAT ARE 
APX-’LICABLE)



03<

04 How much, do they <

( )

NBs
each

' 05.- v/hat tjrpe of* h6tise(s)

)

06. Hay^ you been to school

did

4
)

8

oa. or plots of land
If the state the approximate total

*••••••
09.
io.

!

’^9jy-*''‘ity

Standard
Standard

(a)
(b)

^(c)

' (a)
(b) 

r (o) .

Yes/No

(

),

Yes/No

Yes/No

4-

51

stay in (TICK ONLY WteaS 
APPLICASL2)

(b) Standard

(d)

. *9*^* / -Zhat class

\ fa)
(o)

2,000

( )

do you

number of oblldren in

you make
How do^make

j Activity

-
■» :

'io

Mabati - Semi Permanent (
Habati Permanent ( )
Ihatched ( )

earn month/per annum (D2L32TIS TR'.^
IMI’IAPPnCABI/3 )

-+
Size of* land

Below Ksh. 500 ( ) 
Between Ksh. 500 - 
Above Ksh. 2,000 
Answer by givings the 
.category.

Ji.PPHqPHIA.T3)

7 (C.P.E.) 
Secondary,School ( 
Form

answer is ’Y3S« 
size in acres 
Ho use of* your land ........

use of it • .. ,

you achieve (TICK AG
( )

( )

Oc you own a plot

bf‘-ro,w Chiiaren are Working and contributing 
io your welfare ......... , . . . . .. . (gIV3 1H3 numB3R)



(tick Ur APPROPRIATE BHAGKSt)

( )people

08...
oriQ do you like

Hiy do you like

( ) '

It is mo3?e

It is less
)

3HACIIET(g) )

Of* alooliol
before

Beer,
i6.

now

you (tick in only owe

I4a.de

)
X

xt not

(e)
)

) 

)

(a)
(b) 
(o) 
(d)

faster 
(specify) 

(tick ih appropriate

are tbey) 
ISS/NO.

’^t type(s) 
the oloaiTT^e 
(Busaa,

Speoify what
Q 11

oftly one brewed where I stay ( ‘ ) 
others (specid^) V li . . . . , . . . , , .

' • J i
Oh* my drinking (

■ f- .

Jltfhy do you say so,,‘ 

“ — (’h^)' -it- is brewed by many 

■(b)

(o)

Is it (or

were you drinking 
of Busaa clubs (1979).

Changtaa, Beer. all types)

you drink now or

the same, type(s) that you drliik 
If the answer is ’Not 
simply proceed to

How did the ban 
applicable

on Busaa aff;eot 
alternative)

I4ade me stop drinking altogether. ( 

me start drinking Chane>aa ( 

drinking more Ghang’aa ( 
drxnklng othpr types of alcohol blxt

. Chang’aa and Busaa, which
,.,^hest to drinlt

. .4'fc, so,

•(a) It is cheaper
(b)
(c)
(d)

Hade me start 
started

Changtaa (
Had no effect at all

satisfying' ( )

dangerous to health . (

( )I set 
(e) . Others

I4a.de


12.

13. How much do

Cost Per week .   

per week
per week

Bottles per week
V/hat is the

14.

(o) ) Hqvt long
If* you have been
or

Punishment
 

1.
  

2.
 3.

specify vfhy you chose
other types of alcohol .........

(b)

(a)
(b)
(c)

• * • 5, -

you drinlc and spend

how., much- did-you-pay Ksh.
How long was it .......

Container/amount

. Glass 
Tins (can^') ....

capacity (we
you use for *b’ ....

ight) of th© tins or can .a

2^e. 500 gm.)

--------------------------- ------  
fine/Period of Punishment 

---------- (years etc).

punished mor© than once by th© type 
punishmenl^ •; you have mentioned above state the 

punishmentfeii in their, order of occurrence in th© table 
below, for each, stat© either the fin© you paid or , 
period you took.

on drinking

If the answer to Q 11 is .t-b.1
Chang’aa and not

for- drinking TSS/NQ
! specify by ticking in the • 

appropriate bracket(s).* 

Arrest and fine. ( . .
Ihiprisjonment .( )
(days, months;Tears)

• it i i: ' ■

Arrest and detention (

Ppnishexi.
If your answer is ’Y^SS--?

-



If th© ahsiTBT is ’NO’ spocify iio’.f fx’equeiitly you brew

now

06. vZhich type of alcohol do you brew more frequently

07*
. (a) ) (b)It is less expensive

It gives me more profits ( (d) Other)(c) reasons

(tick v/HJsaw
08.

v/hat is the average amount of alcohol that you brew/distill09.
(a) drums of Chang’aa.monthly.
(b) drums of Busaa.
(o-)-

as much aa

aiiswei* is ’110’same
distill. '^sod to ’orew/

(b)
xn a

one »onth»11. Hoxt much alcohol do you obtain
ans^zep

^wount i
oans. oans

1©

3?ots

12.

Is• * • •

tJAi rj<-

(q9) 

t^ie

Susaa

before

specify using the
(a)

to

S S 5 t !

’ XT<S i
« » X S i

'^3rry

Fots of Chang’aa

It consumes less 
time ( )

Place 

* » s s

Pleasures hovz

----- ------- —LI-a /■ -d5

VZhat about before the ban, which one was more frequent

^oto/nrumsChang’aa 
^ots/drums i--

»7hy do you brew this type of alcohol more frequently than other.:- 
(

yey

you

this tKe» « ‘'«0 Same

to

the closure of Busaa clubs (Y.:X3/ito.

period of

..... ^ots of Busaa
(PILL IN T-liL' AP;?hOP;;i/\T;j: I^PAC}S(s) )

1Q'». vid you use to brew/distill

-oichusv ’vai

giving tiig
the



T57
Ifon Busa-8-

(Give the containerthen and how much you spent per week.
.used,

16.

the ban on Busaa clubs specify the

punishment ( s ) , the period or fine paid in total.

.?3o you support the closure of Busaa clubs T:3S/NO..17. Bxplain

your answer.

should be' banned 7T53/WO,18.

your answer

FOR BRS;7IBRS OITLY.SjSCTIOH C

01.

’Jas it Busa-a^ Chang* aa02. or Both .

T/hat do you brew now05.

04.

times per week. (b)

(c) Continuously (

z.
Explain

:/hen did you start Brewing alcohol

) 0?. III ONLY 0H2
a:??lic/ol:j; ALTjswiATiVjS)

Bo you think Chang’aa

Bid you^'cirxiiic fne same' amoxo^ oi^ s-xuonox - uBxv»x e» 
as you have stp.ted in^. 13. - Y3S/N0.

amount dranlc, cost)

How many times were you punished for darinlsing before 
• 5*'. .

How many times did you use to brew th© above type{s) of 
alcohol before the olosure of Busaa clubs (a) ...

«••••••••••• tines/month

the answer is ’NO’ specify how much you used to drink



is ’NO* spoci±y now i'l-oquently you brewIf tlie ans^iTwr

now

06»

frequently than otxier-3more07.
(b)(a) It is less expensive

(d) Otlier) reasons(o)

OS*

amount of alcoliol tliat you brew/distill;/hat is tile average09.
drums of Ciiang* aaM.montbly.

(b) drums of 3usaa.
Fots of Chang*aa(o-)-

Fots of Busaa

/iTO. *110’If tlie answer is

distill*

?ots/drums in a period of one montli*

11.

of tbe Jerry cans*

TYP;S 01^ ALCOiXOLiTzi:

1» Drum
2. Pots

Wliere do you. bx*ew/distiJLl your. Isalo.oXxol ,12.

>aji -ris/iio.
to brew then « *•

i-

i..

V
I
i

(tick -ZHsaii:

Ifhat about before the ban, wliicii one was more frequent

iThy do you brew this type of alcohol

( )

IQ*.

yoTT

,(<i) 
(FILL UJ AP;?P.0P.?.l2LTj; spacib(s) )

much as this (Q9) before

It consumes less 
time { )

It gives me more profits

Did you use to brew/distill as

■’OX’SW •

Al-iOUlTT OBTAINED/
GAITS W:j5IGrXT

' Hbw much alcohol do you -obtain from the follovzing i^iems - 

ans’^^er by giving the amount in Jerry cans and the weight

v/hich type of alcohol do you brew more frequently

this the same place vzhere you used to brew/disti^^^^®^®^® 

If the answer is ’ITO’ specify used

..............

the closure of Busaa clubs {
specify using the same measures how much you used to brew/

(a) Chang’aa .... Pots/drums (b) Busaa

———



full of13.
alcohol 500 gm, ;

(d)Sh« 2 kg.
(r)Sh. . Sh. .

Sh. Tree-top bottle

14.
)

Middle

v/hat sexual group has more driulcers15.

(a)16. Tftiat Q.TQ their status occupationor
(c) bodiedJobless able

Jobless old people

17.

How much did you use

.18 • How
( } (school fees Harambee funds

((Pood clothing
(Travel

( □owry55nt er tainment
I

your19.
'answer

want Ohang’aa to be banned Y-SG/HO explain your answer IJo you20 •

(d)

(e)
(1)

(tick
APPUOPRIATS) I
«• (l-Iale, Female,Bot'

(e)
(h)

(k) others •••

School children ( 
( )

)

)

(b) Teachers ( )
(d)

Bottle-top,
(h)
Sh.

) (f) Bought land 
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Row mvich do you sell the following items : J 
(a) Tins (cans) (b)

20’ litre Jerry Can, Sh.

♦ t*x do you use the
(b)

money you earn from brewing (a)
(c) Built hous'

( ) ■ (e) * Others .......
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How much alcohol do you sell, now on average per day when
you have brewed .......... (GIV.’^ AilS^Zlsr; m SITRJIR BOTThSSS*- 0^ '

LITRj5 j;s;'‘-jy CANS).’
to sell per day before the ban
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Do you support the ,ban on jBuoaa clubs Y,S.3/iI0 }£xplain

(o) 1 kg.
(e) Glass,
(g) Vaseline Bottle,
Sil. ..... (i) 5 - litre Jerry Can,
(j)

Jho are the majority of your drinZzero. .
(a) Young people (below 30 years) (
(b) Middle aged (30 - 50 years .{ - )

• *(b) Old people (above .50. years) • ( )


