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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH PROJECT

Abstract

dramatic transformation since

* Waki Commission Report on the Inquiry on Post Election Violence, 2008

1

independence. Much o f post-independent Kenya has been riddled by a struggle for economic 

growth, social development and political transition. Attempts to develop, sustain and consolidate 

democratic governance have often been accompanied by ethnic manipulations, patron-client

relationships and violence, hence the resurgence of ethnic con flicts and massive violence after 

the 2007 Presidential elections. The aftermath of the post-election violence in 2007 created a

The political landscape in Kenya has undergone a

situation that required post conflict peacebuilding and reconstruction initiatives in oidei to 

bring the countiy back on the road to recovery and peace^. This research analyses the role of 

civil society in peacebuilding in Kenya. Examining the literature on civil society and its various 

roles, the study is based on the conceptual framework of Lederach (1997) who presents the 

peacebuilding pyramid as a model for underscoring that sustainable peacebuilding cannot be 

left to the warring parties alone, hut that civil society is pivotal to peace processes. Using both 

primary and secondary means of data collection, the study is of a qualitative orientation, which 

employs a single case study in order to understand the topic in detail. The ovei all study aim is to 

understand the role and place of civil society in peacebuilding during the various stages of 

conflict from its emergence, escalation to de-escalution. The .ittidy Aith a scries of 

recommendations on enhancing the efforts of civil society in peacebuilding.



Introduction1.0

Following periods of violent conflicts, many societies face challenges for post-conflict

reconstruction and healing. The important activities in post-conflict reconstruction are performed

by various entities including government, international agencies and local civil society

oraanizations. among others. In many cases, governments lack adequate human and material

post-conflict reconstruction is too huge to be left to governments alone, hence the increasingly

important role played by civil society. The research examines the contributions of civil society

towards peacebuilding in Kenya, since the 2007 post-election violence. This study is in

agreement with an obsei^^ation by Jesopp, Aljets and Chacko (2008) who posit that,

the charting of the country's way

detailed overview of research is as follows:

1.2 Study Aim

peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction in Kenya.

2

This study is premised on the notion that the involvement of civil society and Kenyans in 

forw'ard will enhance and strengthen the peace process. A

' .tesscp. Maria. Aljets. Diana. Chacko. Betsie. (2008). The Ripe Moment for Civil Socieiy. hircniaiiona/ 
Negotiation. Volume 13. Number 1.2008 . pp. 93-109(17)

resources for undertaking sustainable and effective peacebuilding processes. The challenge of

“From South Africa to Sierra Leone, civil socieiy organizations (CSOs) have played 

important roles in the peace processes of their countries.

The aim of this study is to bring about an understanding of the role of civil society in



1.2.1 Research Objectives

The following are specific objectives of the research:

To examine the role played by civil society in peacebuilding and reconstruction in Kenya

after the 2007 post-election violence;

To analyse the nature and forms of civil society activity in Kenya since 2007 with a view0

to isolating lessons learnt and best practices.

• To examine the different forms of intervention that civil society has used to address the

current post-conflict reconstruction and peacebuilding challenges facing Kenya.

1.2.2 Research Questions

The major research questions explored in this project are:

• What are the typologies and areas of focus of civil society organizations involved in

peacebuilding in Kenya?

• What has been the impact of civil society's peacebuilding and post-conflict

reconstruction activities in the context of the formal peace process in Kenya?

• How effective is civil society in undertaking peacebuilding and post-conflict

reconstruction activities in Ken>’a?

3



1.3 Context and Background to the Problem

Following the announcement of Presidential elections results held on 27^^ December 2007

outbursts of violence from supporters of Raila Odinga of Orange Democratic Movement

(ODM).’ Soon, the electoral violence turned into ethnic clashes, and by the end of the month.

massive destruction of property. Kenya was at crossroads.^ The unprecedented violence and

destruction of property prompted the African Union to appoint a Panel of Eminent African

Personalities to mediate the post elections crisis. The mediation panel was led by former

Secretary General Kofi Annan assisted by Graca Machel and former Tanzanian President

Benjamin Mkapa. Following mediation efforts, the two belligerents and their respective parties

signed an agreement the National Accord and Reconciliation Act, NARA, which established the

Government of National Unity in Kenya. The post-election violence in Kenya left society scarred

and marred, and as a strategy of moving forward, a multi pronged approach involving the

individuals, the state and civil society embarked on activities to restore normalcy. Civil society

has been at the forefront of peacebuilding and reconstruction efforts in Kenya, and this study

intends to unpack the nature of the organizations their activities, function, methods, and impact.

especially in the context of a formal peace processes and an Agreement.

4

in Kenya, which indicated that the incumbent President Mwai Kibaki was the winner, there were

more than one thousand people had lost lives, while thousands were displaced and there was

The election vioience "•2?' preceded by so'picion? th’t the e’ection? h?d bee" riooed <Jnnnr>rterx of OPM disputed 
the election results.

The violence triggered by the flawed electoral process should be analyzed in its context of long.sianding conflict 
over natural resources, livelihoods, government unaccoiintability. human rights violations and htahly unsatisfaciorv 
modes of governance and political participation. For details, see Kriegler and Waki Reports



Statement of the Problem1.4

Within peacebuilding and post conflict reconstruction, the debate as to the effectiveness

and relevance of civil society has persisted. For many players, the role of the Slate that represent

Track I diplomacy? has been the norm and the acceptable practice given the many advantages

and resources that are al the disposal of the state to mitigate and intervene in post conflict

Increasingly, the importance of civil society initiatives in post conflictenvironment.

result of the ineffectiveness of the state and politicians to bring lasting peace, and partly due to

the tangible programs and grassroots interaction that the CSOs have managed to introduce. Civil

society is critical in peacebuilding throughout all stages of the conflict. As such, civil society is

Organisations?

5

Given the shortcomings of the states in peacebuilding and reconstruction work, is it sufficient to 

leave such endeavors to the state without participation and collaboration with the Civil Society

peacebuilding and reconstruction work has been acknowledged since the mid 1990s, partly as a

■ Track I Diplomac\^ describes negotiation and peacemaking initiatives that are conducted at the highest levels, 
including by diplomats, palitical elites and military leaders. The notion of categorising pe?.ceby:>d?»»g 
initiated by Diamond and MacDonald (1997). who discuss the thesis of multi-track Diplomacy, arguing that 
peacebuilding is undenaken at multiple levels by several “tracks’’ including go\ernmenl. civil society, private sector 
and grassroots communities. For details, see Diamond, Louise and MacDonald. .John. W (1997). Multi-Track 
Diplomacy; .4 Sysfe/iis Approach to Peace. Hartford, CT: Kumarian Press.

an area of great interest to the scholars and practitioners in the peace and conflict discipline. It is 

necessary to understand civil society and its participation in peacebuilding. It is also imperative 

to ascertain the role of civil society in ensuring that citizens exercise their democratic right.



Justification of the Study1.5

The study focuses on civil society and its role in peacebuilding and post-conflict

work to reduce haired and violence and to encourage attitudes of concerns, social responsibility

and mutual aid within and between groups. In difficult economic and political transitions, the

organizations of ci\’il society are of crucial importance in alleviating the dangers of mass

Indeed, civil society has had a growing influence on the political and development

landscape in Africa; hence it is an entity that requires interrogation and empirical investigation.

The idea of civil society has achieved prominence in political and developmental discourse over

the past three decades, particularly in connection with issues of democratization, development

and peacebuilding.

Furthermore, the complex reality of contemporary conflict requires a thorough analysis of

the context in which reconstruction is taking place. In essence, post-conflict assessments are

imperative for societies recovering from violent conflict as these will inform policy as well as

roadmaps towards sustainable peace. Not only will the study identify the functions of civil

and forms of civil society in Kenya to avoid duplication and to promote collaboration among

civil society organisations.

6

society within peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction, but it will also ascertain the 

composition of civil society in Kenya. It is important to have an idea of the various typologies

' Carnegie Commission (1997). Preventing Deadly Conflict. Report to the Carnegie Commission. New York: 
Carnegie Corporation.

The Carnegie Commission produced annual reports focusing on preventing deadly conflict. For details, see the 
report of the Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict.

violence.**’

reconstruction. Carnegie Commission (1997)^ posits that ‘‘Many elements of civil society can



various entities in sustaining and enabling peace. Therefore, it has become imperative for

peacebuilding to be seen as a nested activity which flourishes when multiple actors are involved.

Since the signing of Kenya’s peace agreement which ushered in the coalition government, there

have been significant civil society actors who overtly

coagulating the peace processes in Kenya. The realization of the prominent role of civil society

leads Jessop and Chacko (2008:93) to posit that.

society remains. Peace ultimately belongs to the people who survive the conflict;

therefore, there is a compelling need to understand how and when civil society can play

an effective role in the peace process.**

The study was made more necessary because since the 1990s, there has been an increased

interest on the part of Western governments in funding civil society in Africa (Barkan 1994;

Diamond 1995a; Mark Robinson 1995, 1996a, 1996b; Carothers 1997)^. Paradoxically, the

increase in civil society peacebuilding initiatives during the last decade has not been matched

of civil society in the context of violent conflict, socio-political turmoil. This is true even with

7

The study on civil society’s role in peacebuilding is cognizant of the theory of multi-track 

diplomacy^ developed by Diamond and MacDonald (1997), which acknowledges the role of

with attendant increase of researches that focus on the nexus between civil society, peacebuilding 

and post-conflict reconstruction'®. There has been little systematic analysis of the specific roles

or covertly have been engaged in

® The theory defines peace processes as having been characterized by belligerents, much to the neglect of other 
groups. Although Track I, which includes governments and Track JI. which includes diplomats are the main focus 
or analysts of peace process, it has become apparent that peacebuilding which is top-hea\ y often lead to 
unsustainable peace agreements.

Increased funding towards civil society organisations is based on the conceptions that governments haxe not been 
using uunoi luiius ciTicieii'uy and cfieciivdy. In addiiion. die iucus uii CSOs alsv based uii die iicu-Iibeial 
thinking whtch underscores the importance of multiple actors in the gexernance and peacebuilding arenas

Currently, there is limited research on this link. In fact, todax’. now most peacebuilding researclThas been limited 
to describing civil society actors and their activities, ordescribing the ro!c of civil society in other spheres of life 
such as economic development.

“While negotiators, government officials, militaries and rebel groups come and go. civil



the Kenyan case study. Although in Kenya, civil society has actively participated in

peacebuilding, very few studies have taken stock of these activities. The study will address the

dearth of information on specific roles of civil society in peacebuilding.

The study could not have been more responsive to contemporary developments.

CuiTently, Kenya is going through a transition after periods of turmoil,” and this study provides

government, opposition and political elites. It is important to know how civil society is

performing in the realm of peacebuilding so that wherever possible its approaches to

be enhanced or developed in order to achieve sustainable peace in Kenya.

1.6 Hypothesis

The research project proceeds from the premise that there are in existence numerous civil

society organization in Kenya involved in implementing credible interventions in conflict

peacebuilding processes, complementing the efforts of government, private sector and private

citizens.

8

mitigation, post conflict peace building and reconstruction. The researcher hypothesizes that civil 

society organization*; have played immense and substantive roles in peacebuilding and that they

'' Currently. Kenya is in transition towards a fuily*fledged democracy. Since April 2008. Kenya has put in place a 
government of national unity (GNU), also known as the grand coalition cabinet with the expectation that the 
transitional process will facilitate constitutional reform and the conduct of free and fair elections.

peacebuilding can

are undertaking these processes in a concerted and collaborative manner. The research also 

conceives that civil society organizations in Kenya will remain an integral part in sustainable

an opportunity to involve other players into the peacebuilding equation, apart from the



Literature Review1.7

Ci's il society has been in existence for a long time however, many scholars have attempted to

define and offer clarity to the meaning and operation of civil society organisations. The work and

intervention of civil society coupled by their evolution over a long period of time has

necessitated numerous literattjre on CSOs. Given their relevance in the society, such literature

have, to a larger extent, enhanced understanding and shaped the operation of the civil society

organizations.

1.7.1 Defining Civil Society

easy definition. The Greek Philosopher, Aristotle is the one who first popularized the concept of

Another philosopher, Hegel too defined civil

society as “that political space interposed between the state and the family.

(1927), a classical scholar distinguishes between civil society and political society*'*, arguing that

civil society exists outside the arena of political interests. This is a rather dated perception of

civil society given the reality that in contemporary society, the distinction between political life

and civil life is blurred.

However, other classical scholars contend that civil society is that entity within social

reality, which is separate from the stale and family. Tocqueville claims that civil society is

9

civil society in academic literature, defining it as a “public ethical community of free and equal 

citizens under a legally defined system of rule.’’*^

Arisloile could not separate between civil society and the state, arguing that the state and civil society are 
intertwined and conceiving civil society as a forni of political party that served the state.

Hegei transformed the meaning of civii society, insisting that civil society arose as a rcsuii of inc rise of a uiouciii 
liberal state. Hegei distinguished civil society from the state and posited that civil society essentially stood for the 
satisfaction of individual interests and private property.
"‘Gramsci defines political society as encompassing institutions that are political in nature, and these include 
political parties, the police, the judiciary-, parliament, among others.

Although civil society is not a new phenomenon, the concept does not lend itself to an

Antonio Gramsci



thought to be separate from the state and political panics, thus refeiring to a largely autonomous

sphere of freedom. Modem scholars have tended to go along with the definition that

distinguishes civil society from other entities in society, emphasizing how civil society

organizations are counter-hegemonic in nature. Larry Diamond (1999) defines civil society as.

■'...the realm of organized social life that is open, voluntary, self-generating, at least

collective action around shared interests, purposes and values’". Makumbe (1998) defines civil

10

society as “the segment of society that interacts with the state, influences the state, and yet is 

distinct from it."’ Thus, civil society can be regarded as a “third sector,” distinct from government

“un-coerced

"intermediary institutions" such as

The London School of Economics (1999) defines civil society broadly as

and private enteiprise. The “first sector." that is government, has the primary responsibility of 

providing public goods, which by their very' nature cannot be provided by business. Such public 

goods include among others, state security, education, health and clean environment. The 

“second sector”, which is business, produces purely private goods, for private consumption 

whose main moti'ce is profit. In this regard, Civ:! society is the “third sector ’ comprising 

professional associations, religious groups, labour unions and

partially self-supporting, autonomous from the state, and bound by a legal order or set of 

shared rules.”'^

” Diamond. Larry. (1999). Developing Democracy: Tow ards Consolidation. Washington DC: John Hopkins 
Unix ersity Press. pp221

citizen advocacy organizations. Civil society in turn acts as a link between the state and citizens, 

in promoting values, accountability, voice ano disseminating iniormaiion, glxtng cxpicssion ano 

direction to social, cultural and political needs of members of society.



state

Private
Family sector
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CIVIL 
SOCIETY

The above diagram Is based on ths author's conception of the triangular space which civil society finds Itself in 
(i.e. that space which is outside the family, private sector and the state).

Figure b Civil Society’s Relationship with the state* family and private sector



FamilyBusiness sector
Civil society
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new phenomenon in Kenya, having emerged 

democratization. In colonial Kenya, associational life

’ ■ The above diagram is based on the author's conception of the triangular space which civil society finds Itself in 
(i.e. that space v/hich is outside the family, private sector and the state).

Figure 2. Civil Societ>' as the Triangular space bebveen state, business and family"

The State

resistance against British penetration and occupation, which 

rural protests and subsequently full-scale uprisings and uiiimaieiy liberation warfare. Mamdani 

(2002) argues that the history of civil society in colonial Africa originated from colonialism. The

were characterized by urban and

Civil society not only reflects the diverse interests and values of different constituent 

elements of society, but also enables members to articulate their aspirations. Civil society takes 

many forms and shapes. It ranges from small voluntary organizations to huge institutionalized 

entities. Civil society includes nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), the media, religious 

groups, trade unions, women’s groups, youth groups and interest groups. Civil society is not a 

as a struggle for decolonization and subsequent

was dominated by movements of



Defining Peacebuilding1.7.2

Distinguishing between positive peace and negative peace, Johan Gaining (1967) emphasized

diagram that outlines the nature of peacebuilding:

13

society to address root causes of conflict.

activities within economic, social and political realms that aim to build capacity for

reconciliation, societal growth and stability (Lederach, 1997). As such, peacebuilding is a triadic 

transition from war to peace, from authoritarianism towards participatory development and from 

economic transition which involves rebuilding fragile or debilitated economies. Below is a

that peacebuilding goes beyond ending hostilities but towards rebuilding and reconstruction of

In essence, peacebuilding involves long-term

The term ‘‘peacebuilding” was popularized after 1992 when Boutros Boutros-Ghali,

“ Examples of such notable historical civil society organizations include the Kenyan African National Union 
(KANU) and the African National Congress (ANC) in South Africa.

Boutros-Ghali who was then the United Nations Secretary General presented the report. An Ageru/afor Peace 
(Boutros-Ghali. 1992) to the UN Security Council. For details, see. Boutros Boutros-Ghali. B. (1992). An agenda 

peace'. New York: United Nations
.Tohan Galiung, also known as the father of peace studies, makes a distinction between negative and positive 

peace. Negative peace refers to the mere absence of physical violence and cessation of hostilities. On the other hand, 
positive peace describes the complete positive content of a peaceful and secure world, which includes re.storation of 
relationships, economic and human development and revitalisation of institutions, among other things.

experiences of Africans during colonialism drove them to form associations and political parties

♦ 18that sought to champion liberation and equality.

defined peacebuilding as a range of activities meant to “identify and support structures which 

will tend to strengthen and solidify peace in order to avoid a relapse into conflict.*’



geared towards transformation from

violence towards a society that promotes peace. Thus, peacebuilding therefore refers to those

approaches to peacebuilding. It seeks to address the multiple and deep-rooted cause of conflict

and encompasses the entire range of interventions designed to facilitate the establishment of

14

model of rhe peacebuilding pyramid, which is

^gal and justice 
systems 

Humanitarian 
activities

Mm nsform i ng 
gS^lationshiDS 
^uma Healing 

restorative justice
Transitional 

h. Justice

Advocacy for chai
Human rights 

protection .

humanitarian problems.*’

who says it occurs at top, middle and grassroots levels. Lederach defines peacebuilding using his

Peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction are

activities which are designed to consolidate peace in post-conflict countries in order to avoid a 

a broad and expansive term. In

Peacebuilding is espoused by scholars like John Paul Lederach (1997)

durable peace and prevent the recuirence of \ iolence. These include conflict pre\eniion.

Source: Barry Han (2008) (Ed). Peacebuilding in Traumatised .societies. Maryland: Uni\ersit> Pres.s of America.
■■ Anan. Kofi. (2004) Agenda for Development. New York: United Nations

Figure 1: Categories of Peacebuilding^'

relapse into conflict. However, “peacebuilding * has become

Agenda for Development (2004), then UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan said peacebuilding 

the underlying economic, social, cultural andrequired “sustained, cooperati\’e work on

a well cited source for most practitioner

uilding



manatiement. transformation, and peacekeeping. Peacebuilding includes a broad range of

activities such as socio-economic development, poverty reduction or democratization efforts.

Civil Society in Peacebuilding and Post-Conflict Reconstruction1.7.3

15

According to Catherine Barnes in the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed 

Conflict (GPPAC)’s 2006 report underscores eight major roles played by civil society. It

■■ Paul Collier is one oi me scholars who espouse ihe Theory on the economics of war ano peace. The arguiucm is 
that rather than violent conflict being primordially explained, it is usually a result of economic conditions such as 
poverty, inequality and inept development.

Barnes. Catherine, 2006. Global Pannership for the Prevenlion of Armed Conflivi. Agvnis fui Chun^^-: Civil 
Societv Prevenring IVar and Budding Peace. Issue Paper 2. September 2006.

global policy agenda to healing war

The changing approaches to peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction have opened 

space for civil society participation. In a World Bank- commissioned study, Paffenholz and 

Spurk (2006) identify the multiple peacebuilding roles played by civil society including the 

protection of citizens, monitoring for accountability, advocacy and public communication, 

community building, and intermediation and facilitation between citizens and state.

acknowledges that civil society plays important roles

“...at every point in the development of conflict and its resolution: from surfacing 

situations of injustice to preventing violence, from creating conditions conducive to peace 

talks to mediating a settlement and working to ensure it is consolidated, from setting a 

scarred psyches..

establishing the socio-economic conditions for peace. This has been spurred by evidence on the 

linkaaes between poverty and conflict (Collier et al. 2003).“^

Peacebuilding approaches have shifted from a pure focus on security and peacekeeping, to



The occurrence of conflict and state fragility calls for the inteivention of civil society

(Diamond, 1999). The lack of state capacity to control pans of its tenitory or to deliver public

seivices often prompts civil society to fill the vacuum, by delivering humanitarian and

development assistance as well as making efforts to promote an end of the conflict. The theory of

multi-track diplomacy and peacebuilding, developed by Diamond and McDonald (1998)

recognizes the role of non-state actors, including civil society in peacebuilding. In his earlier

works. Putnam (1994) presents what he calls the “civic community index” as a measuring stick

However, extant literature acknowledges

underscored by many scholars and practitioners. There

society discussed in literature. The Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict

(1997)28 states that.

16

development which led to the ‘de-civilization of society^ (Paffenholz and Spurk 2006). In similar 

circumstances, Putnam (2001)^’ identifies how Rwanda’s civil society carried existing prejudices

“...the prevention of deadly conflict is. over the long term, too hard, intellectually.

civil society organization became instrumentalized by political elites on the basis of ethnicity, a

are various peacebuilding roles of civil

■’ For details, see Putnam, Robert D. 91994). Making Democracy' Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy.
Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press.
''' Uncivil here refers to the less virtuous activities that some ci\ it society organizations are engaged in. including 
corruption, co-optation and abuse oi power, among other things.

Putnam has been involved in several writings on civil society. His seminal work on civil society. Making 
Democracy Work, emphasizes how some civic associations hindered democratic consolidation.

Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict. i997. Preventing Deadly Conflict. Final Report. Neu 
York: Carnegie Cooperation of New York, p xiv

technically and politically, to be the responsibility of any single institution or

of civic involvement, arguing that communities where civic involvement and associational life is 

higher, tend to be more successful and prosperous."^

during the genocide, with some civil society actors actively participating in the violence. Despite 

these ignoble developments in civil society, the role of civil society in peacebuilding keeps being

the “uncivil” nature^® of civil society in some instances. For example in Bosnia-Herzegovina,



meeting, the Unitedgovernment.

Nations Security Council acknowledges the role of a vibrant and diverse civil society in

Thus, it is widely acknowledged in literature that civil society plays multi-faceted roles in

the realm of peacebuilding. One such role is early wanting for conflict prevention. Civil society

information to advocacy groups, and provide inputs for early warning. This civil society function

is relevant in all conflict phases and its impact is maximized when all actors coordinate closely.

In sub-Saharan Africa, early warning systems of regional organizations such as West African

Network of Peacebuilders (WANEP)’®, African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of

Disputes (ACCORD)^’ and Mano River Union^". has provided immense efforts towards conflict

prevention. In addition, civil society often plays the advocacy role in order to promote

peacebuilding. Advocacy is one of the core functions of civil society in peacebuilding (Aall

2001; Paffenholz 2003). Civil society not only articulates the interests of social groups.

especially marginalized groups in conflict, but it also puts pressure

especially the state, to end the conflict. During conflict civil society tends to advocate for peace

agreements, against violence and human rights violations and for broad based participation in the
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on the domineering party,

can monitor the conflict situation and make recommendations to decision makers, provide

Security Council Meeting, 20 September 2005. The Role of Civil Society in Conflict Prevention and Pacific 
Settlement of Disputes. S/PRST/2005/42

The West African Network for Peacebuilders (WANEP) is a regional civil society organisation that is based in 
West Africa, with headquarters in Ghana. WaNEP realizes ns vision and mission in the sub region through strategic 
programs aimed at strengthening the capacity of peacebuilding organizations
” The African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) is a civil society organisation based 
in South Africa and it operates in more than 12 African countries. ACCORD specializes in conflict management, 
analysis and prevention and intervenes in conflicts through mediation, negotiation, training. re>eaicli and conflict 
analysis.

* The Mano PJver Union (MP.U) is a regional association established in 19"? be!" een l.’beri? i ennp l«i
1980. Guinea joined the union. The goal of MRU was to foster economic cooperation among the countries. 
Increasingly, MRU‘s objectives have also centred around the promotion of peace and security in the region.

no matter how Dowerfuf.” Similarlv. in its 5264^"

conflict prevention and peaceful settlement of disputes.""^



peace process. The Liberian Women Peace Initiative is an example of a civil society organization

that engaged in successful advocacy to end civil war. In her analysis, Oijuela (2004) analyses the

focus on implementation of the peace agreements, or specific conflict issues such as violence.

gender, or the need for a culture of peace. Oijuela (2003) also spells out the possible role of civil

in contributing to peace processes by addressing ethnic divides, addressing politics with popular

mobilization and advocacy work, as well as addressing economic issues through reconstruction

In fact, civil society has the potential to promote reconciliation, as well as

monitor and reform political and military elites. Tn addition, civil society actors may constrain

the use of violence by conflicting parties, as happened in Angola in 1998, when the mobilization

of the church and networks of traditional local leaders managed to pressurize one of the

belligerents, the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) to stop retaliating to

the National Union for the Total Liberation of Angola (UNITA) by hurting civilians.

Furthermore, civil society aims to inculcate a culture of peace in divided conflict societies

by promoting attitude change toward peaceful conflict resolution and reconciliation. Lederach

integral part of reconciliation. Lederach explores the role

Most civil

society activities include dialogue projects, reconciliation initiatives, peace education, exchange

programs and peace camps, conflict resolution training and capacity building. Such activities

lead to increa.sed levels of contact, interaction and communication across geographic, relieious.
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(2001) conceives civil society as an

role of civil society in the post-conflict phase, emphasizing that civil society advocacy tends to

’ Oijuela dibCUbbcj. ihc role of ci\ii society in Sri Lanka. For dciaiib see. Oijuela, Caiiiliia. ^2005). Suiluin^ reave in 
Sri Lanka: Role for Civil Society?, Journai of Peace Research, Vol 40. Issue No 2.ppl95-2i2

Lederach, John Paul. (2001). “Civil Society and Reconciliation.** In Crocker. Chester A.. Fen Osler 
Hampson and Pamela Aall, (Eds), Turbutetii Peace: The Chalieuges af hueniaiiona! Ca’afhc:..
Washington. D.C: United States Institute of Peace Press.

dynamic, adaptive process of rebuilding interpersonal and community relationships.’^

and development.^^

civil society plays in reconciliation in post-conflict societies and sees reconciliation as a



Another important role played by civil society is facilitating peace processes and

conflict.
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•*’ For details, see AalL Pamela. (2001) What do NGOs bring to the Peacemaking? In Crocker, Chester A., Fen 
Osler Hampson and Pamela .4all, (Eds), Tin hulem Peace: The Challenge;: of Managing Internarional Conflict.. 
Washington, D.C: United States Institute of Peace Press.

on civil society recognizes that through their social

ethnic, cultural and class divides. However. Aall (2001) notes that such activitie.c be sporadic and 

uncoordinated, which further limits the potential to achieve sustainable peace.*’^

participating in negotiations. Literature

networks, civil society organizations are positioned to help parties reach an agreement. The civil 

society in Liberia, specifically the Women in Peacebuilding Network (WIPNET), played a 

significant role in influencing parties to reach a peace agreement in Ghana in 2003, after 14 years 

of civil war. Civil society can play this role because in most cases, members of CSOs are more 

influenced by the desire for sustainable peace than by a desire for power. Civil society also plays 

important roles in helping to sustain agreements reached by the parties, including through raising 

awareness and educating the public about the agreement itself. The changing nature of conflict 

demonstrates the imperative need for civil society’s involvement in peacebuilding. This is the 

basis of this study- to examine various roles played by civil society before, during and after



Theoretical Framework1.«

This study conceptualizes civil society as arena or space where people not only express

diverse values but also interact, debate, discuss and ultimately seek to influence society's socio

economic and political processes. Theoretical debate about the role of civil society is informed

by peacebuilding theorists such as Lederach (1997) and Diatnond and MacDonald (1997) who

conceive peacebuilding as a multilayered process involving multiple actors. The two conceptual

frameworks enable the researcher to situate civil society in the context of other actors.

Multi-Track Diplomacy: A Theoretical Perspective1.8.1

made a distinction between Track One Diplomacy (official, governmental action) and track two

facets of peacebuilding apart from government and non-state actors. As such, the theory of

Multi-track Diplomacy looks at the web of interconnected activities, individuals, institutions, and

communities that operate together for a common goal of creating and maintaining peace. Multi-
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Diplomacy (unofficial, nongovernmental action). Diamond and MacDonald (1996) further 

expanded the track of peacebuilding into 9 sections, asserting that there are other important

Systems theory' underscores the trans-disciplinar}' study of systems. Systems theorx' is an outcome of theorising by 
many social thinkers, but one notable systems theorist was Talcott Parsons, a sociologist. He produced a general 
theoretical system for the cnc’ysis of society that came to be called structur?.! Fnr detail*. *ee Parsons’
major published works, 77»e Sinicime of Social Aciiaii f]937j. TJje Social System Stnicnire and Process in 
Modern Societies (1960). Sociological Theory and Modern Society il96S). and Politics and Social Struciitre 
(iv6y).

Using a systems theory approach’^ multi-tiack diplomacy conceives peacebuilding 

processes as a living system. The concept of multi-track diplomacy was developed by Louise 

Diamond and John MacDonald (1996), following writings by Joseph Montville (1982) who



track diplomacy recognizes that sustainable conflict transformation and peacebuilding cannot be

left solely to go^’emmental entities, but must be expanded to include non-go\ emmenial actors.

civil society and other informal channels. Multi-track diplomacy calls for a holistic and

compressive approach to peace which calls for the expansion of the peacebuilding web to include

peacebuilding and operates at all levels from the ground-level work of private citizens to the top-

level meetings of state heads. Since peacebuilding seeks to address the underlying causes of

conflict, build relationships and mend broken relationships in conflict-affected societies, actors

in this regard come from various entities, including academia, non- governmental organizations

(NGOs), community based organizations, religious leaders and the media, among others.

According to Diamond and MacDonald (1997), there is interdependence and parity of esteem in

all the nine tracks.
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•'* The theory' of multi-track diplomacy underscores the synergies between various different peacebuilding actors and 
processes and categorises the various peacebuilding actors into tracks. Track I comprises diplomatic, political and 
military actors in peacemaking. Track 2 is composed of unofficial non state actons that nonetheless have huge 
influence on ihc biaic. dipiomais and in ccnain cases, the military leaders. In essence, no one track is mole iinpunani 
than '.he other. Eac.h track has its own resources, values, and approaches, but since they are all linked, they can 
operate more powerfully when they are coordinated.

Figure 3: Multi-Track Diplomacy Illustrated^®

Source: Diamond and MacDonald, 1997

As the list of actors in peacebuilding continues to expand, so will the diagram depicting multi-track diplomacy.

3 host of actors outside Track Multi-track diplomacy incorporates all aspects of
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useful tool in understanding how actors such as civil societyMulti-track diplomacy is a

for diplomats, government, NGOs and other civic actors who work in the peacebuilding and

criticized for merely outlining the layers of

peacebuilding and describing their activities without questioning the challenges of coordinating
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scholars in peacebuilding including Saunders (1999) who also argues for multiple voices in

development realms. However, the theory is

The Nine Tracks of Multi-Track Diplomacy: Diamond and 
McDonald

crn::!V'i:

Track Tixe: kc,<carch, 
and l.JuL»dii»ri

peacebuilding. Slaughter (2004) concurs wzith this analysis, arguing that political power is no 

longer concentrated only in national government but that it is shared over multi-levels and with 

multiple new partners. In fact, mulii-track diplomacy has become an increasingly impurlanl tool

contribute towards peacebuilding. This conceptual framework is credited for highlighting newer 

diplomacy approaches by utilizing and identifying of new players and dynamics in conflict and 

its resolution. In fact, the theory of multi-track diplomacy has found support among other



the various actors in the peacebuilding realm since they sometimes have conflicting philosophies

and approaches.

1.8.2. The Peacebuilding Pyramid: A Theoretical Perspective on Peacebuilding

often locked into positions regarding the conflict's substantive

Lederach emphasizes that it is usually the grass-roots actors who are the decisive force for peace
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" John Paul Lederach's peacebuilding pyramid allows practitioners and scholars to determine which the appropriate 
approach to building peace, who acts on each level, and what actions are best taken at each level. Each level is 
uniquely posiiionecf io pursue certain activities within peacebuilding. For details, see: Lederach. John Paul. 
“Structure: Lenses for the Big Picture.” In Lederach. J.P. Btiilditig Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided 
Societies. Herndon, VA: USIP Press, December 1997. Pages: 37-61.

high profile, top level leaders are

issues. The middle-level actors include non-govemment organizations and other civil society 

actors. These are numerous in number and they have flexible modes of operation and as such, 

they are capable of influencing both top leaders and grassroots actors. Al the bottom levei of the 

pyramid exist the grassroots actors and members of local communities who often experience a 

day-to-day impact of conflict. These are important actors in peacebuilding because they are 

aware of their environment and are better informed of the vision of their post-conflict society.

Lederach (1997) underscores that peacebuilding should have space for diverse actors, 

from the state to civil society. Lederach argues that if peacebuilding is top heavy, it is unlikely to 

be sustainable. Using the peacebuilding pyramid, Lederach categorizes actors in peacebuilding 

into ranks and makes the point that each level is uniquely positioned to pursue certain types of 

are diplomats, political elites and the military leaders.peace building activities.^^ At the top level

These are not only powerful, but they have the legitimacy of representing their constituencies 

and are therefore highly visible. However, they are often the creators of conflict and are the least 

affected by the destructive effects of conflict. In addition, as a result of their prominence and



most affected by ongoing violence and would

therefore be compelled to find solutions to their challenging situations.

In the peacebuilding pyramid, Lederach stresses that mid-level and grassroots levels are

important in supporting peace agreements which would have been conducted at the top level.

while mid-levei empowerment will impact on both the macro and grassroots levels by engaging

in processes such as dialogue, problem-solving workshops and advocacy for peace. In addition,

middle-range actors have a certain degree of influence on the elites and they can effectively

Lederach also emphasizes the role of the grassroots level in a range of peacebuilding activities

such as local healing, economic empowerment, community based mediation and support for

peace initiatives. Thinking of peacebuilding in terms of a pyramid provides a simple way to

describe the numbers of people involved at each level (See Figure 3 below for detailed

conceptualization of the peacebuilding pyramid).

Figure 3: Lederach’s Peacebuilding Pyramid
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Source: Lederach, John Paul. (1997), Building peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in 
Divided Societies, p. 39.
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process because they are the ones who are

serve as a link between the state and the population. Most importantly, middle-range actors



However, the peacebuilding pyramid is often criticized for being too simplistic and

the challenges of bottom-up peace processes. Goodhand and

Lewer (1999) underscore that despite the good intention of most actors in peacebuilding, the

Furthermore, Sentongo and van Raalten (2007) propose the Conflict

Intervention Model as an alternative framework that cuts through the different layers within a

society in conflict. Whereas Lederach ranks actors and processes in three tiers of the pyramid,

the Conflict Intervention Model shows that the combination of these efforts forms, as a whole.

25

process is not that easy. The authors use Sri Lanka as a case study to highlight the “anarchy of 

uood intentions." wherein they pointed out the difficulty and complexity of peacebuilding vis-a-

descriptive instead of focusing on

** For details see. Goodhand, Jonathan and Nick Lewer, (1999). “Sri Lanka: NGOs and peace-building in complex 
political emergencies," Third World Quarterly Vol 20, Issue no. 1 ,pp 69-8 /
■*' Sentonso. Ashad and Judith van Raalten (1997) introduce the conflict intervention model as a framework for 
critiquing Lederach’s peacebuilding pyramid. For these authors, the intervention process is visualized by the up
side-down pyramid (see above figure 2. 4) that is fueled by external factors (see figure 2. 4.0) that influence the 
process. Main actors who have the power to intercede are members of the international community, and other 
outside panics that have a stake in the peace process. For details, see Sentongo. A.shad and Judith van Raalten 
(1997). From Conflict to Coexi.stence - An Intervention Model. Peace and Conflict Monitor. University for Peace. 
Costa Rica.

• 1 •* 40vis human capacity.

• 41the intervention process.



Research Methodology1.9

The methodology for the research

Research Design1.9.1

The study on civil society in post-conflict reconstruction processes in Kenya was more

inclined to the qualitative research design. Qualitative data is generally descriptive and narrative

in nature because the aim is to understand the case in detail. Accoiding to William (2002). the

Kenya. The second aspect

Overall.

whereby every effort was

research process.
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respondents in the natural settings.

The first step comprised a detailed literature review process where the author read reports.

was designed as set out below.

legislations, statements and newspaper articles about civil society in 

of the methodology involved interviews, focus groups and consultative meetings with members

made to ensure that participants were not endangered as a result of their participation in the

purpose of qualitative research is to study social problems in their context by interacting with the 

'*2 The research methodology for this study was trifurcated.

■* Qualitative research methodology is seieciea oecause aiioweo for oeeper contextual unoersianding of liic loic of 
ci\ ii society in peacebuilding in Kenya.
■*’ Laura S. .Abrams. What’s Your “N“: Representation and Meaning Making in Qualitative Research with Transient 
Youth. Raper presented at the Society for Social ’Work Research. 'Washington DC. 17-20 .lanuaiy 2008.

For details, see .Anderson . Mar\< B.(W99). Do Xo Hanu: How Aid Can Support Peace or war. London; Lynne 
Rienner.

the researcher subscribed to the do no harm thesis (Anderson, 1999),'*'’

segment of the research methodology involved data analysis which included the exercise of 

‘meanins-makins’ (Abrams. 2008) processes to make sense out of the data collected.

of civil society and government departments that interacted with such civil society. The third



Study Population1.9.2

The population for this study comprises of various civil society actors, including

members of the public, political leaders, political parties and government (constitutional

commissions) and religious leaders involved in peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction

processes in Kenya.

Sampling1.9.3

both knowledgeable about, and active in ameliorating the current situation and aftermaths of the

post-election violence of 2007.

Data Collection Methods1.9.4

This study used mixed methods to obtain information about the role of civil society in

peacebuilding and post conflict reconstruction. Both primary data and secondary data were

utilized. Primary data is that data which is observed or collected directly from first-hand

experience and it includes data obtained from interviews, focus group discussions, obserx'ations

and experiments. Secondary data is the data that has been collected by and readily available from

other sources and these include reports, statistical analyses, newspapers, proposals and other

related documents. The methods for data collection are outlined below:
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was used to identify relevant individuals and organizations that are

Purposive sampling targets a particular group of people because they possess a quality that a researcher is 
interested in.

Purposive sampling^^



L 9.4.1 Semi- Structured iniei'vicws

or

specific and

descriptions of situations.
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semi-structured intendews with individuals fromThe study benefitted substantively from

civil society organisations. Semi-structured inteiviews are conducted with a fairly open 

framework which allow for focused, conversational, two-way communication. In a semi

structured inteiview, not all questions are designed and phrased ahead of time and listed on the 

research instrument. The semi-structured inteiwiew allows both the interviewer and the person

discuss issues. Unlike the questionnairebeing interviewed the flexibility to probe for details or 

structured interview where detailed questions are formulated ahead of time, the semi

or topics and then proceeds to a morestructured interview starts with more general questions

detailed format (See the Interview Guide attached as Annexure). The semi

structured interview allowed the research to explore emergent themes from the conversation 

rather than relying only on concepts and questions defined in advance of the interview. Although 

there is room for flexibility, the questions tend to be asked in a similar order and format to make 

a form of comparison between answers possible. However, there is scope for probing for further 

and more detailed information from the interviewee. A total of 20 intwviews were conducted 

with representative of civil society organizations. To structure this conversation, an interview 

guide was used and issues covered in structured interviews included the type of programs and the 

experiences of civil society organisations in implementing their activities, their relationship with 

the state as well as outcomes of their activities. Interviews with civil society groups and activists- 

NGOs, grassroots organization and religious organizations provided greater breadth for amassing



L9.4.2 Focus Group Discussions (FGDs)

Focus Group discussions (FGD) produce data and insights that would be less accessible

without interaction. The purpose of the FGD is to gain knowledge about a particular issue by

were conducted with 6-8 civic actors in each

Approximately 24 members of the civil society community were targeted for FGDs.group.

FGDs were conducted in Nakuru, Nairobi and Kisumu which were some of the areas that

witnessed a lot of violence during the post election violence.

L9,4»4 Document Review/Secondary Data:

The collection and examination of secondary documents^’ forms the integral element in

important for triangulation and for enhancing content validity. A

secondary source interprets and analyzes primary sources. These sources are one or more steps

removed from the event. Analysis of secondary sources of data such as newspapers, NGO

reports, speeches and reports such

well as government documents helped the researcher to ascertain the performance of CSOs in

peacebuilding and post conflict reconstruction. The researcher also made reference to policy

documents such as the NGO White paper as well as relevant legislations on elections.
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as the Waki Commission and Kriegler Commission Reports as

qualitative research as these are

^^FGDs elicit a range of experiences and opinions among members of the community, apart from clarifying issues 
raised through the use of other research methods.

. These documents include media articles on the Kenyan conflict, opinion pieces and commentaries on the current 
situation in Kenya and ongoing peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction initiatives.

engaging in a conversation with a group of people who have significantly similar attributes or 

situations. Four focus group discussions (FGDs)'*^



3.9.5 Data Analysis

Data analysis involves the process of making linkages betu'een themes, ideas and

concepts from the data. Data was analyzed by referring to the research questions, objectives and

questions for research.
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literature. The study makes conclusions based on the data coming from the field. Since the study 

of civil society’s role in peacebuilding is somewhat novel, this study concludes by posing further



CHAPTER 2

Multi Party Elections in Kenya and Evolution of Civil Society' Organisations

2.0 Introduction

This Chapter examines the historical background of multi party elections in Kenya and brings

out factors that made multi party elections in Kenya conflictual. The evolution of the CSOs in

Kenya is also examined and especially their organisations and structures.

2.1 Multi Party Elections in Kenya

reverted back to multi party politics in 1992, from the stand point of democratization, the 2007

elections brought out one telling fact: that periodic elections are not by themselves a guarantee

for sustainable democracy^^. For a country that had enjoyed peace and tranquility since

independence, the post election violence that erupted following the announcement of results and

the subsequent swearing in of the incumbent President Mwai Kibaki came as a shock both to the

national as well as the international community, as Kenya was widely believed to have transited

from an authoritarian to a more stable democracy.

The post election violence reinforced the distinction benveen negative peace and positive

While the country enjoyed a semblance of
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’’ Denis Kadima; politics of party coalition 2006, pg 179
Negative peace refers to the absence of physical violence or war. A situation of negative peace is s\Tion)Tnous 

with fragility. That peace is usually unsustainable or not durable. On the other hand, positive peace means so much 
more than just absence of direct violence. Il de.scribes conditions w here human beings are able to exercise their full 
potential through the presence of enabling socio-economic and political conditions.

peace as expounded by Johann Galtung (1969).^^

On 27*** December 2007, Kenya held its fourth multi party elections since the country



sustainable peace. The

conspired to elevate the 2007 clashes to

1957, and 2002.

As mentioned from the

institutionalization of a monolithic

a reactionThe dictatorial regimes
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namely, the Judiciary and parliament

further characterized by the

of fundamental rights and freedoms, including thesystem of government and the curtailment 

freedoms of association and assembly (Kadima, Owuor 2006).

5° Research on Electoral Environment in Kenya, 1997 lED.
Section 2A of the Kenya Constitution defined the country as a one-parly state.

established since independence naturally prompted

were often met with serious

executive^®. This period was

peace, entrenched

from Kenyans. However, attempts to challenge the status quo

was precipitated by the collapse of the Soviet Union in 

in Kenya. In particular, the combined pressure
repression. The new world order that

1989 gave the refoims initiative new impetus in Kenya. In pamcuiar. me como.nea pressure 

from the civil society organizations among them; the religious organizations, political action 

groups, and nongovernmental organizations forced President Moi to succumb to internal pressure 

and repeal Section 2 a of the constitution” that had made Kenya a de facto one party state."

structural inequalities and imbalance existed that could not guarantee 

history of failed constitutional reform, ethnicity and polarisation that 

existed since independence, unequal natural resource allocation, election fraud, among others 

a level that surpassed the previous elections of 1992,

foregoing, the history of election conflict in Kenya was not 

limited to the 2007 and 2008 post elections violence. The struggle for the restoration of multi 

party democracy was in response to the authoritarian regimes that had characterized President 

Kenyatta and Moi governments. The period between 1964 and 1992 was marked by systematic 

amendment of the constitution whose net effect was the emasculation of other organs of state 

and the centralization of power in the hands of the



KANU regime in power.

Public Order Act, that gave

repealed.

Daniel Arap Moi was not
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The political environment preceding the 1992 general elections could not guarantee free, 

fair and peaceful elections. Other than the legal and constitutional environment that was heavily 

skewed in favour of the ruling party, the proliferation of political parties made it easy for the 

incumbent party to win with minority votes. In the absence of a solid ideology and platforms to 

resorted To ethnicity as the clarion call for mobilizing the

Although hailed as an important milestone in the quest for democratic consolidation in Kenya, 

the repeal of Section 2A was regrettably not accompanied by constitutional, legal and 

administrative framework that was reflective of a true multi party political dispensation. The 

country embraced multi-partyism with laws that were designed to perpetuate the incumbent 

For example, laws like detention without trials. Chiefs Authority Act, 

unbridled power to the provincial administration were never

rally the '-oters. polhirpi parties

‘‘a de facto one party slate is that political system where laws or practices prevent the opposition from legally 
i^ettinu power.
” Matters that were not offensive cannot be criminalized by the enactment of a new law.

Denis Kadima; Owuor Politics of Party Coalition, 2006

The 1992 and 1997 elections in Kenya were thus held against the foregoing backdrop. 

Owing to the legal principle of retrospective application of the law”, the incumbent President 

barred from contesting both the 1992 and 1997 elections despite the 

fact that he had been in power for 14 years. The possibility of losing power for the first time 

since 1963 prompted the KANU regime to engineer the fragmentation of opposition parties in 

Kenya. The Forum for the Restoration of Democracy (FORD) that had spearheaded the reform 

campaign split into FORD Kenya and FORD Asili”. For the most part, the majority of Kenyas’ 

political elites equaled multi-partyism with the proliferation of political parties. The effect of this 

misconception saw opposition panies scramble for registration as panies in Kenya.



the basis of party strongholds. The

the elections and proceed to rule

voting pattern largely took

engineering defections

weakened the opposition parties
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clearly pointed to the manipulation

splintered opposition. President Moi and KANU narrowly won

a thoroughly divided country given the polarization that had preceded the 1992 elections. The 

ethnic dimension with President Moi winning in Rift Valley

members of the opposition parties joining KANU thereby boosting its 

parliamentary majority.

political parties and civil society to

The dynamics of the 1997 elections was no different from the 1992 elections. President 

Moi who had served one tern, was eligible to run for the last time to complete his two five year 

terms. Bettveen 1993 and 1997, the ruling party KANU embarked on a systematic strategy of 

from the opposition parties to join KANU- a move that further 

•ies. Remarkably, the skewed electoral playing field prompted the 

demand reforms as a pre condition to participating in the

1997 elections. A combined pressure between civil society and the political parties led to the 

massive demonstration that was unprecedented in Kenya’s history. President Moi y ielded to the

voters^< This was evident in the zoning of the country on

voting patterns and outcome of 1992 mirrored very closely the political party strengths. In the 

period preceding the elections, ethnic clashes erupted in parts of Coast and Rift Valley provinces 

that disenfranchised the voters. The Akiwumi Report on ethnic clashes and electoral violence 

of ethnic afSHations for politics! gain. Faced with a

an

Province and in areas that was inhabited by the pastoralist communities. Kenneth Matiba and 

Mwai Kibaki garnered votes mainly from Central and Mount Kenya regions that are populated 

by the Kikuyu community, while Jaramogi Oginga Odinga who came fourth won mainly in 

Nyanza province where his Luo community reside.



pressure and allowed for the formation of Inter Parties Parliamentary Group (IPPG)^' that

facilitated minimum constitutional and legal refoims that enabled the 1997 elections to be held.

Like in 1992, the political and electoral environment was characterized by polarization, ethnicity

and electoral violence that undermined the process. The conduct of the Electoral commission of

Kenya (ECK) that was charged with the responsibility of managing and supervising elections

was also wanting^^. Faced with a disjointed opposition. President Moi and KANU won the 1997

elections with minority votes (40% of the votes). Despite winning the elections, massive

irregularities were noted in the political and electoral environment and electoral violence in Rift

Valley, Nairobi and Coast Provinces. During the violence, people lost their lives and majority

leave areas that they had registered. Like in 1992, the 1997 elections outcome also took ethnic

Another

boundaries had been delimited to favour the ruling party KANU throughconstituencies

combined tally of over 60%.

1992 of two-five year terms. The decision by President Moi to step down significantly opened
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and geographical dimension with the leading presidential candidates winning in their home turfs.

remarkable feature of 1992 and 1997 elections was the extent to which the

development and signaled a change from die past. Piesident Daniel Arap Moi, who had been 

president for 24 years, was ineligible to contest the election after serving the limit established in

gerrymandering. Indeed, while KANU won approximately 40% of the votes in both elections, 

lajority Members of Parliament defeating the opposition parties that had athe party garnered mi

” IPPG was rejected by many CSOs who regarded it as peacemea! reforms that did not address the demand for 
comprehensive reforms.

Wachira Maina re energizing electoral process in Kenya, 1997; lED Publication.

were displaced leading to the disenfranchisement of many voters, as many people were forced to

The '’002 General Elections marked the turning point in Kenya’s democratic



In addition to their aim to remove KANU from power, the NARC platform was centered on an

ambitious reform agenda which advocated for the development of a new constitution, the

3b

Unfortunately, shortly after the election, a major fissure formed within the coalition 

when Raila Odinga was not appointed Prime Minister and fewer tlian the stipulated 50 percent of 

the minister positions were given to Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) members? These divisions 

constitution. The LDP faction of NARC

re’citalisation of state stractures, free primary education, measures against corruption and crime,
« • • • *9economic revival, poverty reduction and national reconciliation’ .

political space. Contrary to previous years, the opposition managed to unite under the banner ot 

the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC) under the leadership of President Kibaki and Odinga.

grew during the debate over the creation of a new

accused President Kibaki of reneging on the promise of delivering a new constitution within the

•• Kadima, D. (2006) Politics of Party Coalition, pg 154
Kadima, Owuor Politics of Party Coalition: National Rainbow Coalition (NAP.CJ 

''' Both tenets agreed to during the fonnation of the coalition.
The NARC coalition was the first real coalition the country had.

Allegations of vote-buying and discrepancies in the electoral register noB\^ithstanding, 

Kenyans were able to freely express their will through the ballot in the 2002 general election and 

the result was hailed as a sign of major democratic progress in the country. President Kibaki of 

NARC emerged with a decisive victory over his KANU opponent, Hon. Uhuru Kenyatta. In 

addition, The NARC coalition secured 56 percent to KANU’s 29 percent of the 224 member 

National Assembly seats^^.

first 100 days of NARC government. The parties also faced practical difficulties arising from the 

management of coalition government^. Central to the debate were last minute additions that had 

the potential of strengthening the executive power, and provisions which made it easier to amend



the constitution. A block of NARC members joined with an LDP faction and members of the

reconstituted a new one

embattled president offered positions

Government of National Unity (GNU).

Those who had driven the ODM no-vote campaign formalised their alliance in the

his previous GNU.
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official opposition party, KANU, to advocate for a no-vote, officially forming the Orange 

Democratic Movement (ODM) to campaign against its passage in a national referendum. ODM

disagreements formed within ODM-K over

After two contentious nominating events, Odinga left ODM-K to revive the ODM banner, taking 

with him other LDP and KANU remnants from the Rift Valley, Coast, Western, North Eastern 

and Nyanza provinces. Hon. Musyoka took control of ODM-K®’. This split created a weakened 

opposition to President Kibaki. President Kibaki in the meantime formed a new coalition, the 

Party of National Unity (PNU) which included a few defectors from the ODM/ODM-K split and

mounted a strong national campaign and in November 2005, the new constitution was rejected 

by over 58 percent of the voters. In reaction. President Kibaki dissolved the Cabinet and 

which left out LDP members who had supported the no-vote. The

to members of Ford-people and KANU, forming the

Assessment of Kenya Grand Coalition Government: Political Parties Perspective.

Orange Democratic Movement-Kenya (ODM-K), led by Odinga and Hons. Kalonzo Musyoka, 

Uhuru Kenyatta, and William Ruto, among others. As the race for President intensified, major 

who to nominate as their presidential candidate.



2007 Elections and the Post Election Mediation2.2

held against two competing dynamics. The first was the

The announcement

parts of Nairobi. Kisumu and other urban centers, lhe
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property wonh

announcement of the results and the swearing of president Kibaki, spontaneous mass protests

accompanied by looting emerged in

The 2007 general elections were 

successful 2002 elections and 2005 constitutional referendum both of which were hailed as 

meeting the international benchmarks of free, fair and peaceful elections; the second was the 

tension and polarization that paradoxically emerged following the 2002 elections and 2005 

referendum. As mentioned while the opposition succeeded in dislodging KANU from power, 

was carried forward to the 2007

Dsily Nation, 29* December 2007: Complaints by Samuel Kivuitu, Chair ECK.
“ Results announced by the ECK, December 2007.

David K Leonard, Owuor: Journal of African Elections, June 2009 EISA publication.

of presidential election result and the subsequent swearing of 

President Kibaki for another five years term sparked violence and demonstration all over Kenya. 

The violence that reportedly killed over 1.300 people and displaced over 600.000 and destroyed 

millions of dollars manifested itself in four distinct forms^. Following the

serious division emerged following the 2005 referendum that 

elections. As was the case with the referendum, the campaigns divided the country 7 provinces 

against Central Province where the incumbent President Mwai Kibaki hailed from. Although the 

pre election period including the actual voting day was largely peaceful, problems arose during 

the counting and tallying processes when it was reported that the Electoral Commission officials 

could not be traced and allegations of falsifying the statutory electoral forms were made"". 

Despite serious contestation, the ECK declared that President Kibaki had won the elections with 

slightly over 4,5 million votes followed by his closest challenger Raila Odinga of ODM with 

slightly over 4.3 million votes"'".



2009).
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The intervention by the Kofi Annan lead team resulted into the signing of the National 

Accord and Reconciliation Act on February 2008. The signing of the National Accord paved

injustices touching on

second wave of violence manifested itself in the form of attacks directed at Kikuyu community 

was to drive the Kikuyu community from these

The escalation of violence between January and February 2008, prompted the Africa Union 

to appoint a team of eminent African personalities headed by former UN Secretary^ General Kofi 

Annan, former Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa, and Graca Machel to mediate post 

election violence and to find a lasting solution to the Kenyan problem. The Panel outlined a four 

point agenda namely; immediate cessation of violence and restoration of fundamenul rights and 

freedoms; measures to address the humanitarian crisis and reconcile the warring communities, a 

political solution to the ODM-PNU standoff in the form of a transitional unity government; 

measures to accelerate long term institutional reforms to the judiciary, parliament, electoral 

system, and land tenure practices. The envisaged reforms were expected to address historical 

ethnicity, employment and income disparities.

in especially Nyanza, and Rift Valley whose aim

regions to protest the elections of President Kibaki^’. The third wave of attacks involved the 

police who were deployed to break down the mass protests and quell anti Kikuyu attacks and 

demonstration. The final form of violence manifested itself in the form of retaliatory and reprisal 

attacks by Kikuyu militias, mainly targeting migrant workers thought to be opposition supporters 

in parts of Rift Valley Province, Central Province, and the Nairobi slums (Owuor, Leonard

wav to the establishment of the Grand Coalition Government based on 50-50 power sharing 

arranuement between ODM and PNU, and the creation of the position of the Prime Minister with

Electoral Reforms in Africa: Challenges and Opportunities-2008- See Kenyan Chapter pp 207



concerned as well as insulated it from frequent and arbitrary amendments.

The time when the African Union interx'ened in the post election violence in Kenya in

2008 underscored the ripeness of conflict theory has propagated by William Batman. According

to this theory, conflict resolution can only happen when the conflict has reached a point of

ripeness when the disputants have reached a stalemate and any furtherance of the conflict could

potentially hurt both parties to the conflict. Indeed as of the time Annan jetted in Kenya and

commenced the mediation efforts, both PNU and ODM were evidently weary of the conflict

given the fatalities that the post election violence had claimed, and the massive displacement and

human sufferings it had occasioned. The mediation effort was structured around the different

phases of mediation namely; pre- mediation, mediation and the implementation phase. During

the pre mediation phase, the mediation team formulated and outlined its four point agenda, and

conducted shuttle diplomacy between the two protagonists. Holding separate meetings with the

two parties familiarized the mediation team with the expectations of both parties. The pre

mediation phase also enabled the parties to nominate the team that would participate in the

mediation process on their behalf. PNU and president Kibaki nominated Hons. Martha Karua,

Mutula Kilonzo, and Moses Wetangula, while ODM nominated Hons. James Orengo, Sally

Kosgei and William Ruto.

While the mediation phase began smoothly, the mediation team representing the two

characterized by their unwillingness to make
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a move that accorded it constitutional powers in so far as matters of lunning the government was

sides exhibited hard line positions that was

The National Accord effectively spelt the end of violence upon its signing by the two Principals

two Deputy Prime Ministers. The National Accord^^ was further entrenched into the constitution.



• <concession

behalf of their superiors without express pennission from them.

the National Accord and Reconciliation Act.

the African Union and the International community essentiallyThe intervention by

common ground.

violence, civil society organisations in Kenya have2007 post-electionBeyond the
peacebuilding and democratization. Apart from

exercise, Kenyan civil society remains influential in
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1®’. The mediation process was also complicated by the fact that the team could not

—------------------------- --------------------htthat their role was to safe guard the gains they had realized following the 2007

elections.  ctatp lodge and the continued direct engagement in Harambee House
The two principals first met in Sagan

Nairobi.

make binding decisions on

Finally, suspicion and mistrust between the two parties persisted that made it extremely difficult 

to reach a resolution. In a bid to salvage the process, the lead mediator Kofi Annan by-passed the 

team and decided to engage the two Principals directly”. The direct engagement of President 

Kibaki and Raila to the negotiating table finally yielded a break through that led to the signing of

continued to play their watchdog role on

participating in post-conflict reconstruct’

„ the country. For example, civil society groups in Kenya have been political discourses affecting the co y
irr indictment of six key figures in Kenyan politics, now known 

quite acti\'e in supporting the ice

represented Track I Diplomacy given the involvement of the governments and inter 

governmental bodies. However, the implementation of the National Accord including the 

ambitious reforms agenda envisioned in Agenda 4 Items, promoting national healing and 

reconciliation and the implementation of the new constitution contemplated the involvement of 

civil society organizations through multi-track diplomacy approach. It is important to note that 

civil society and business came together to help stop the violence and to assist parties to find



processes that were designed to fight impunity.
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Within the context of post election violence and the implementation of the National 

also involved in the post conflict reconciliation and

as the ‘Ocampo Si.x.’’' Soon after the ICC issued summons to the 'Ocampo Six*, the government 

tried to seek deferral of the case and campaigned to the African Union and the United Nations 

Security Council. In response, civil society mobilized the Kenyan public, garnered one million 

signatures which opposed the government’s stance. In addition, many civil society organisations 

held numerous protests and press conferences criticizing the government for to curtail justice

■' The label ‘Ocampo Six* comes from the notion tl.al the ICC Chief Prosecutor. Moreno Ocampo led the indictment 
process which targeted six Kenyan politicians.

NCIC established as part of agenda 4 Reforms.

Accord, civil society organizations are

healing process. Working with the government. District Peace Committees have been formed to 

promote reconciliation and healing process in al! the 8 provinces in the country. As part of the 

of the comprehensive constitution and other refoi*ms, the CSOs

new constitution. In this

struggle for the enactment

organization worked at different levels to agitate for the passage of the 

regard, the CSOs worked with parliament and political parties to campaign and provide voter 

education. A part from the CSOs, other constitutional bodies and commissions established by the 

government are also involved in peacebuilding and reconstruction work. Prominent in this regard 

is the National Cohesion and Integration Commission



Evolution of Civil Society in Kenya2.3

Between 1982 and 1991, Kenya was characterized by a de facto one party-state under

virtually absence of any credible political way to

In

Kenvans countiyrole of civil society in

4-

in public policy influence, advocacy

Kenya’s democratization process was galvanized.

that civil society in Kenya is quite

based organization and high-level, urban-based and elite-driven organizations.

Moi regime, a multiparty system was 

characterized by fractionalization and fissures based on ethnicity, 

control and contain civil society, including

civil society focused on issues such as state on

introduced. However, civil society in Kenya, in particular.

Kenya’s civil society sector has become more

organizations (CBOs) and interest groups grown extensively with a membership base of more 

than 1000 registered groups (Oduor-Owinga and Alouka, 2004), However, there are observations 

ariegated and stratified, with both low-level community

political parties were

I ED 1997, ElectO’-al Environment in Kenya, pg 53 
Oloo A, Civil Society and Democratisation in Kenya, 2011. 
Civil Society and the state, towards effective partnership.

Overall, Kenya civil society organisations (CSOs) have grown substantially in number 

and influence over the past decades, especially since 2000. These groups play a prominent role, 

and peacebuilding, among others’’. In December 2002, the

President Daniel Arap Moi. There was 

challenge or confront the state. During this period, the few civil society organizations in 

existence filled in the gap and provided the only credible alternative to political parties”. Then, 

reform and governance. In 1991, still during the

addition, the state used various strategies to

repressive legislation, propaganda and cooption of activists. As such, there was perception that 

civil society’s polarized nature was a derivation from the state’s strategy of disengaging the 

different segments of civil society simultaneously (Azarya. 1988:6), Over the past two decades, 

vibrant and broadened’"*. NGO, community based



managed for ine nrsi time since independence to replace a government through an open and free

election. The National Rainbow Coalition GS^ARC) mainly came into power as a result of

networking and lobbying of civil society organization, which created repertoires of contention

among political parties. In essence, the transfer of power from Moi was made possible by the

Kenya continued to provide a

robust check on the government.

government

public service

not delivering as effectively as citizens expected it

realized, could not effectively effect any significant change in the government reform agenda. As

challenge for civil society was about how to confront or cooperate with such a

government. This was coupled with the reality that many CSO’s were becoming weak because of

the exodus of some of its members to government.
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3uch, ilic

civil society organisations. During this period, civil society in

supported and helped bring into power was

would, and it was certainly not displaying political will to deliver on the reform agenda. The

former comrades from civil society who were now in the NARC government, soon it was

Despite robust achievements in catalyzing the democratization process, there were 

challenges confronting civil society in the aftermath of this milestone. The change in government 

methods of engaging government. When NARC

participation of the Kenyan people in the public life, and in many occasions this was through

Many leading figures within the CSOs joined government and assumed key positions within the Narc 
government.

brought with it the challenge of devising new 

came into power, it included former key leaders of the civil society movement as its members of 

parliament. In addition, other former prominent civil society leaders were invited into 

departments, the judiciary, commissions and high-ranking positions within the 

7®. However, it soon turned out that the NARC government that civil society



The reorganization of civil society organizations began in the late 2000s", when the

influence of civil society in Kenya became concretized and coagulated. For example, in the first

referendum over the proposed new constitution, CSOs conducted an education campaign ahead

of the referendum in which they called on citizens to vote against the proposed constitution. The

constitution, which was championed by government, made provision for a strong presidency,

hence its rejection by the public. Many Kenyans wanted executive powers to be shared between

the president and prime minister, to prevent previous abuses of presidential authority from being

repeated.
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Leonard, K 2009. Kenyan Chapter of EISA Journal 2008.



CHAPTER 3

ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN PEACEBUILDING AND RECONSTRUCTION IN

KENYA POST 2007

IntrcducticR3.0

The civil society organizations in Kenya continue to play an important role in the post

conflict peacebuilding and reconstruction. There is potential for sustainable peacebuilding in

Kenya which is rooted in strong and deeply embedded indigenous conflict resolution

mechanisms. Many civil society organisations are now employing a paradigm shift in terms of

their perspectives on the role of local methods of conflict resolution. Overall, Africa has proven

reconciliation and create foundations for re-establishing social solidarity (Bracken et al, 1995;

Zartman, 2000).

This chapter details the findings of a study conducted on the role of various civil societies

have played in engaging actors involved in mitigating electoral conflicts in Kenya. Several civil

society national, international and locally-based organizations were studied so as to get as broad

with the various organizations, the researcher also conducted four Focus Group Discussions

(FGDs) targeting Nairobi, Kisumu, and Nakuru which were themseives epicenter of the 2008

post election violence”. A total of 28 participants representing the \^arious organizations

participated in the FGDs. The research established the typologies of civil society organizations

active in Kenya and clustered them around three distinct tj'pes namely: Women Empowerment
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a perspective as possible. To augment the findings from the semi structured interviews conducted

to be the hub of indigenous traditions for peacebuilding that facilitate healing, promote

See Waki Commission Report



Organizations:

Political Processes Organizations. The various clusters had sub-clusters that specifically

described the expertise and competence of the various organizations.

Role of Civil Society in Preventing and Mitigating Electoral Conflicts3.1

While most organizations have been in existence since the 1990s, the post election

violence of 2008 led to the mushrooming of many organizations and the change of focus and

priority areas on the CSOs that were already in existence. Reinforced by the realization that post

conflict peacebuilding and reconstruction work required the establishment of sustainable

mechanisms and framework to guarantee sustainable peace and to ensure that the country does

bodies, civic and media groups and national purveyors of justice to uphold their roles in the

process. Just as almost all sectors of society have an interest in the outcome of an election, they

have equal responsibility in promoting its integrity.

The Kenyan civil society has played a leading role in mitigation and management of

electoral conflicts since the advent of multiparty democracy in the country. Their modus

nperandi has mostly been to bring together various actors involved in the electoral process like
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being pursued to strengthen the electoral environment. Extending well beyond election 

management bodies, the ability of an electoral process to achieve its democratic development 

objectives without conflict relies on the political actors, government agencies and security

Governance, Democracy and Human Rights Organisations; Elections and

not relapse into violence. By and large, the trigger that led to the election violence was the foiled 

election. With this in mind, the research paid particular prominence on the initiatives that were



political parties, electoral management organs, and international obserx'ers and to also raise

awareness amongst the electorate.

3.2 Civil Society Role in Constitutional Reform Process.

The multi sectoral consultations that characterize the campaign for the new constitution^

and the subsequent participator^' process that has marked the development of the enabling

legislations epitomized the Multi Track Diplomacy as expounded by Diamond and McDonald.

While the negotiation of the National Accord and Reconciliation Act spearheaded by Kofi

Annan and the Panel of Africans represented Track I diplomacy, operationalisation of the key

reform agenda including the implementation of the

and involvement of the civil society organizations.

August 2010 when Kenyans voted overwhelmingly in a

that went through the various processes as outlined in the Constitutional Review Act of 2008.

Among the critical phases included building consensus by the Parliamentary Select Committee

and the subsequent debate in parliament which saw attempts to amend the draft rejected, and the

same subjected to a referendum vote.

The campaign for the passage of the new constitution involved a combination of efforts

state sector {Civil Society Organisations in Kenya). To avoid the

polarisation occasioned by symbols during the 2005 constitutional referendum process, the
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between the state and the non

new constitution envisaged close partnership

referendum for the adoption of a new constitution. The constitutional referendum was the

culmination of months of debate on the various drafts prepared by the Committee of Experts’’’

Following years of agitation for comprehensive constitutional reforms in Kenya, this 

vision was finally realised on 4*

Established via a constitutional amendment in 2008 to oversee constitutional reforms.



Interim Independent Electoral Commission. IIEC adopted neutral sj'mbols (colours) to prevent

AOpost referendum political exploitation by the various actors . Thus the colours for the

referendum was Green for the Yes and Red for the No. The campaign for the yes was led by

President Mwai Kibaki who traversed the country campaigning and rallying the citizens to vote

for the new constitution.

The role of CSOs during the constitutional reform process in Kenya dates back to the

struggle for the restoration of multi party democracy®’. As mentioned, CSO were at the forefront

for agitating for the enactment of comprehensive constitutional reforms in Kenya. The adoption

of the new constitution in Kenya brought a new political dispensation in the country as well as

implementation. To begin with, the constitution introduced rafts of progressive provisions that

and Public Finance, were formulated in a manner that was intended to

well as enhance transparency and accountability in the

governance process. Of particular importance was the express provision that sovereignty resided

with the people and the constitution, and not in the Executive as was previously the case. The

importance of this provision

who wielded power.
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were hailed as critical in restoring and consolidating democracy in Kenya. The Chapters on the 

Bill of Rights; Leadership and Integrity®^; Representation of the People®^; Two tier Legislature®'*;

was the empowerment of the people and the insulation from those

new opportunities and challenges for Kenyans and the various stakeholders charged with its

guarantee citizen participation as

Judiciary; Devolution

The 2005 gave to two ODm and npivi-k’
Kadima Politics of Party Coalition, 2006 pg 179
Chapter 6, of the constitution

" Chapter?, constitution
Chapter 8 of the constitution
Chapter 11 of the constitution.



Kenya's democratic path, the challenges that were posed by its implementation were daunting.

The main challenge that threatened to militate against smooth implementation was the enactment

of the enabling statutes in Parliament. The constitution provided, in the transitional sections.

relevant legislation and stipulated the timeline with which such pieces of legislation were to be

enacted. Given the fact that Kenya will hold its next general elections in 2012, transitional

legislations among them: election legislation; political parties, devolved government and the

immediate challenge. Crucial time

was lost while the various political sides agreed on the composition of key committees and

procedural issues to govern the operation of the committees.

As part of their programmes around constitutional implementation agenda, the research

established that many CSOs in Kenya were involved in a number of activities geared towards the

implementation of the constitution. Indeed, it emerged that various CSOs had established

thematic working groups around key constitutional issues. Within the context of political and

election thematic areas organizations such EISA, NDI, lED, ICJ, FIDA, CGD and the League of

Reforms Thematic area, the Law Society, FIDA. ICJ. CLARION had taken a similar lead, while

women political empowerment was represented by organisations like, FIDA and The League of

Women Voters among others. As pointed out by the Programmes Officer al EISA during the
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judiciary, were to be enacted within the first year of its promulgation (August 2011). Owing to 

the disagreements in the Grand Coalition Government®** and the division that characterise debate

While the passage of the new constitution was hailed as an important milestone in

in parliament, expeditious meeting of timelines became an

" Disagreements within Grand Coalition government emanated from the way in which it was established "forced 
narriage"

Women Voters had initiated a lot of work and multi stakeholders consultation. In the Judicial



provided the rationale for EISA’s conceptualisation of the

Kenya. In particular, the

to bribe the youth to cause

Legistaiior,

5i

the Institutions of Political Parties Project” in

new constitution on the Political Parties Act,

money influencing electoral process

Transparency International who opine that ’ tight Anti Corruption legislations wiU help to 

money influencing the electoral process. In 2007 money was used

in parliament. The Kenyan Chapter of

‘‘Strengthening 

programme aimed at ascertaining the impact of the 

while at the same time convening facilitative dialogue forums to build consensus and the

" Inteoziew Conducted on 27”'July 2011 with Magdajena Kieti 
” Willis Otieno, Tl Governance and Policy Advisor 22” July 2011

Participation by

a constructive role in the development andand key civil society organisations, to play

formulation of the Political Parties Bill. Key CSOs who were part of the policy dialogue 

included; Center for Governance and Development (CGD), Institute of Education in Democracy

Institute (NDI) and the League of Women Voters.

was aptly captured by the Programmes Officer of the

(lED), FIDA Kenya, National Democratic

a technical committee was appointed that drafted the

by the new constitution

Following the Multi Sectoral forums.

Political Parties Bill which was subsequently passed i

Transparency International (TI) has also been conducting programs aimed at the implementation 

of the constitution. In this regard, TI working with other stakeholders, facilitated stakeholders 

forum on Public Appointments (Parliamentary Approvals) Bill 2011, as well as legislation on 

Anti Corruption. The nexus between corruption and elections and the need to curb coiTuption

the vaiious stakeholders guaranteed public partieipauon

inierview’L ihe need lo faciiiiaie the enacimeni of a new poiiiicai parties iegisiation as required

development of the Political Parties Bill in Kenya. Accordingly, activities under the Project 

focused on building a broad based collaborative initiative between political parties, state actors

tighten the loopholes of dirty

election violence and so v.c need to enact a Campaign Finance
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Post conflict reconstruction envisages the establishment of institutions and framework to 

avoid relapse into conflict. Accordingly, the participation of the civil society in the enactment of 

electoral legislations

■; Apollo Mboya CEO of LSK outlined the participation of LSK during the discussion on the Judiciary 
■ George Kegoro iCJ Director

envisioned in the new consiituiion. One of the highly discredited institution in Kenya .since 

independence has been the Judiciary. The constitution made radical proposal for reforming the 

Judiciary including the establishment of the Judicial Services Commission, Supreme Court and 

vetting of all judges. Civil society organizations that have been working in reforming the 

Judiciary included the Law Society of Kenya (LSK)^, Internationa! Commission of Jurists and 

FID A. The three organizations gave submissions to the Parliamentary Committee on Justice and 

Legal Affairs and participated in forums convened by the ministry of Justice to give input on the 

various legislations aimed at reforming the Judiciary. As opined by the ICJ Director’® during the 

research interviews, the development of the Supreme Court Act and the Judiciary exhibited 

serious vested interests given the new role of the Supreme Court which will be to adjudicate over 

Presidential Elections Dispute. Given this reality ICJ, FIDA and LSK constantly found 

themselves fighting entrenched and vested interests during the process of developing the 

legislations on the Judiciary.

as part of constitutional implementation will put in place mechanisms that 

will not only facilitate the democratic elections in 2012, but will provide a mechanisms for 

dispute resolution in the event of a dispute. In 2007 elections, one of the aggrieved parties, the 

Orange Democratic Movement (ODM) refused to seek judicial arbitration claiming that the 

Kenyan Judiciary was heavily biased. All the key electoral legislations among them Elections



lupreme Court Act*^’, all met the criteria required for elections.

.2

rganizations have been involved in implementing activities geared towards redressing the

onducive for a single party state and indeed served to perpetuate the then incumbent KANU

passive campaign for comprehensive constitutional reforms and the repeal of oppressi\’e laws

‘ See Chapter on Judiciary- Presidential disputes will be decided by the Supreme Court.
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ispensation was not accompanied by comprehensive constitutional reforms that was desirous of 

true multi party democracy. The country embraced multi party politics with laws that were

egime in power. Thus the period following the 1992 elections. Civil society embarked on

hallenges and the weaknesses noted during the 2002 to 2007 election period. CSOs interviewed 

onfirmed the existence of multiple programmes whose objectives were geared towards

Role of Civil Society in Strengthening the Electoral Process Post 2007

Given the failures and shortcomings of the 2007 elections, many civil society

Improving the electoral process and putting in place mechanisms to strengthen the various 

spects of the electoral circle. In this regard, the CSOs included EISA, NDI, lED, ICJ, FIDA, the 

,eague of Women Voters CGD, ELOG among others. It should however be noted that the 

ivolvcment and participation of the CSOs in the electoral process is not a new phenomenon in 

Lenya. From the advent of multi party politics in 1991, civil society organizations have 

ontinued to play a significant role in the Kenya s electoral process. The repeal of Section 2A of 

□e Kenyan constitution was to a larger extent necessitated by a combine pressure from the 

'olitical elites and civil society that coalesced under the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy 

FORD). As mentioned in the earlier chapters, the introduction of multi party political

let Political Pailies Act, Independent Electoral and Boundaries commission Act (IfcBC), the



ktlcxl

comprehensive reforms

that preceded the 1997 general elections. The mass protests and the destruction of property that

accompanied this process inevitably led to KANU government yielding to pressure and formed

the Inter Parties Parliamentary Group that negotiated minimum reforms package that facilitated

by and large peaceful and democratic, the

constitutional and legal framework. To actualize the reform agenda negotiated by the Kofi

Annan Panel, the civil society organizations among them ICJ, Law Society of Kenya (LSK),

passage of the election legislations envisaged in the Representation Chapters. Indeed, as a result

of the partnership between EISA, ICJ and lED, multi sectoral forums were convened involving

key stakeholders (both parliament and the constitutional commissions) that led to the drafting of

three electoral legislations lEBC Act, Political Parties Act, and the Elections Act. The three

legislations have since been passed and assented to by the President.

In the post 2007, a key activity of the Civil Society organisations in Kenya has been to

engage and work with Political Parties. As traditional institutions of representative democracy.

political parties play a key role in representing and aggregating the interests of the citizens. The

crucial role played by political parties in Kenya is further anchored by the fact that until the new

constitution was passed, participation in the electoral process could only be secured through
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education to campaign for the passage of the

above have also been actively involved in convening policy debates and dialogue to facilitate the

W aS used by c*

the 1997 elections. ^Taile 2002 general elections was

was epitomized by the call for “No Reforms No Election'’ clarion call

EISA. NDI, lED and the CGD all embarked on a sustainable process of conducting civic

new constitution. The organizations mentioned

2007 elections brought the reality that the electoral process in Kenya was based on weak

to maintain iu

Such laws included the Chiefs Authority Act, Public Order Act and the Kenya Broadcasting Corporation Act

hold on power**’, ihe climax of the call for



55

whose objective is to 

democratic functioning of political parti

build the capacity of the party national organs 

building. Through the political parties provincial workshop program, NDl rolled out a massive 

training for political parties branch officials and key representatives. This training was aimed at 

equipping the party leadership at the branch level with the requisite skills for party management 

at the local level. In the period preceding the 2007 general elections, NDI conducted party agents 

training whose objective was to train party poll watchers ahead of 2007 general elections. 

Following the 2008 post election violence, NDI has enhanced its political parties program to 

cover majority counties in Kenya. As pointed out by the NDI Program Manager during the 

“democratizing political pa,ties in the counties will help forestall political conflict 

the role and management of political portiea" **

Kadima Politics of Party Coalition in Africa pg 187 
Interview with Phoebe Mungai 5 August 2011

EISA Kenya country office has also been actively engaging political parties in building 

their capacity. While it was only in 2010 that EISA formerly established an office in Kenya, the 

institute deployed intcraational observers to monitor the 2007 general elections in Kenya. EISA 

political parties program in Kenya is part of a regional benchmarking of political parties program 

work with political parties to develop benchmarks and to strengthen 

:ies in Kenya. This was informed by the realization that

interview, 

that arises out of lack of understanding on

nomination b> political parlies. Despite die criiical role dial political parties play in electoral and 

democratic process, political parties still exhibit significant weaknesses in terms of their 

structures and ideology’’. In a bid to strengthen and institutionalize the political parties in Kenya, 

a number of civil society organizations have been conducting programs aimed at building die 

capacity of political parties. Since 2002. the National Democratic Institute NDI has been 

working with political parlies at both the national and local level. NDI programs has strived to 

and secretariat through training and capacity



lhe poikicai ciass.

SJ

Kenya that were

In 2002 elections, an 

tKEDOP) was formed. The effectiveness of KEDOP and 

was substantially questioned

" S election observation groups (iED. OPC and NCCK, 1997

Of fundamental importance is the participation of civil society mounting and deploying 

domestic observers in preparation to 2012 general elections. Throughout the history of multi 

party elections in Kenya, CSOs have monitored and deployed observers to assess the various 

aspects and processes of elections. In 1992 elections, the CSOs in Kenya established an National 

Elections Monitoring Unit (NEMU) that was spearheaded by the Institute for Education In 

Democracy (lED). In 1997 Elections, a joint domestic election observation mission was 

established involving lED, the Catholic Justice and Peace (CJPC) and the National Council of 

Churches of Kenya (NCCK). The three organizations deployed 26,000 election observers in all 

umbrella organization called the Kenya

most electoral conf.icU In Kenya arc caused and propagated by elements in

The political scene in Kenya was also seen to be highly ethicized leading to creation and thriving 

of parties along based on ethnic and regional foundations as opposed to ideologies of national 

democratic advancement and positive change. In 2010 EISA convened a benchmarking 

workshop for political parties that documented and recommended benchmarks for democratic 

political parties in Kenya. ‘ Pa,lies will only stop to exploit ethnicity and other for,ns of 

tnarginalistion if they embraced clear nor,ns and sumdards and policy positions and ideologies 

that outlines their progra,ns " program offtcer at EISA- giving justification for the benchmarhs. 

EISA has also been actively involved in the training of party agents in the seven by-elections in 

occasioned by successful election petitions. Both EISA and NDI have put a 

joint proposal to train party agents in the run up to 2012 general elections.

the polling stations in Kenya

Domestic Election Obser\'ation

particularly its neutrality in light of the conduct of 2007 elections



domestic elections

of multi party politics in Kenya, serious suspicion aboundThroughout the history

number of activities that were

5:

credibility in the electoral process 

elections. Domestic election observation mission

Kriegler Commission Report 2008.
Quick count system relying on statistical method.
Kennedy Masime, 6^'' August 2011

b>- '.he ■.arious post eleciion inquiry cuiruriissions”. roiiowing ihe experience or K.EDOP civil 

society organizations led by lED and CGD came together to launch a new

observation group (ELOG). ELOG successfully obseived the 2010 constitutional referendum and 

pioneered the use of Parallel Vote Count (PVT)’®. As pointed out by the Chairman of ELOG”, 

the organization has since the referendum, expanded its programs and recruited many CSOs to 

form a broad based election observation group. For transitional democracy countries, domestic 

election obser^-ation has many advantages. To begin with, domestic observation mission inject 

that enhance public confidence in participating in the

can also be crucial in conflict situation by

for dialogue betw^een political parties

being implemented by the various CSOs lo minimize the

suspicion. For example. NDI was implementing a program called the Political Parties Liaisor

between the political parties and the Electoral Commission. Indeed this was the case in 1992 and 

1997 and was a major issue during the 2007 elections. As a strategy for establishing a platform 

and the electoral commission, the research established a

mitigating and preempting the conflicts before they occur. Through the use of mechanisms like 

PVT, election observation can also provide an alternative means of verifying the results. It 

should be remembered that one of the problems of 2007 elections in Kenya was the inability to 

effectively verify results in some polling stations. As the country approach 2012 general 

elections, the interv'ention by the CSOs could be crucial in averting violence.



establish a piaifonn for

and provincial levels.

Role of Civil Societj’ in Relations Building3.3

Nakuru affected

address the root causes and

reconciliation. One of the most

build relations and establish forums for healing andthe need toelection violence was

reconciliation.

5S

PPLC has since been entrenched into the Political Parties Act 2011. 
Conducted on 11”' August 2011 in Kisumu

the full spectrum of intervention

and prevent the recurrence of violence

effects of conflict by restoring broken relationships and promoting

critical challenges that faced Kenya in the immediate post

Corarainee i.PPLCr*'*'. The puipose of the liaison committee was to

Jialoaue and resolution of critical political and electoral issues that can have the potential of 

causing friction and violence. The liaison committees have since been launched at the national

Kisumu FGD 

created tension between the police, political parties 

the respondents in Nakuru FGD indicated that the post election violence in 

relations in that town that was largely a cosmopolitan town. Activities of CSOs in rebuilding 

relations in post 2007 is therefore critical. As extant literature has shown, peacebuilding refers to 

that is designed to facilitate the establishment of durable peace 

!. According to Lederach (1997), peacebuilding seeks to

All the four Focus Groups conducted confirmed breakdown of relations between the 

various actors following the 2007 elections and the 2008 post elections violence. Respondents in 

'®' stated that the reported police killings during the post election violence had 

and the residents of Kisumu city. Similarly,



AS mentioned, the escalation of violence saw communities and people who had been

District Peace Comn^ittees

CBOs in these areas were

Provincial Administration.
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August 2011

turn aaainst each other and participate in the atrocities that

A tr tegy of building relations CSOs have adopted innovative methods and utilisation

V ^..«oni7ation is Picha Mtaani. This organization is a Kenyan based youth of the media. One such organ
t led in the aftermath of the post election violence in 2008 with an aim of bringing

Interview conducted on the 8

leaving harmoniously for many years

were committed during the period of violence. As a strategy for building relations and promoting 

reconciliation, a number of initiatives have been put together both by the government and civil 

society. At the state level, the National Cohesion and Integration Commission ( NCIC) and the 

have been at the forefront of promoting integration at the national

Coalescing under the National Steering Committee on Peacebuilding and Reconciliation, 

the CSOs in Kenya established a structure that has been crucial in building relations and 

peacebuilding. The Steering Committee brings together both state and non state actors with 

membership both at the national and grassroots level. Key CSOs participating in these network 

include PEACENET. Konrad Adeneaur Foundation, UWIANO among others. The Program 

Manager of Konrad Adeneur based in Kisumu stated that through Uwiano initiative the 

Foundation was involved in linkages and relations building particularly around Nyanza, Western 
. , I QI

and Eidorei Region that was worse hit by the post e.ectrorr vrorerrcc

and the grassroots level. It is important to mention that both the NCIC and the District Peace 

Committees have incorporated civil society in their work plans and strategies. In the Focus 

Group Discussions conducted in Kisumu, Nairobi, and Nakuru, it emerged that most NGOs and 

members of the District Peace Committees established under the



heaiing and reeonciiiaiion. During ihe iniendew

the organization was working with District Peace Committees and up to 200 community youth

groups including 40 volunteers per town. Picha Mtaani intends to facilitate space for reflection

in Nairobi

mostly the executors of the violence.

Civil Society Role in Engaging with Other Actors.3.4

entrenched into law

DU

through emotive street picture exhibitions that will inspire dialogue and truth telling amongst the 

youth in rural and urban settlements. During these road shows and photo exhibitions, audiences 

are encouraged to reflect on the events of the violence, victims and the negative effects with an 

intention of encouraging reconciliation and better ways of managing salient conflicts without

Kisumu, Eldoret, Nakuru and Kibera Slumsresorting to violence. Road shows have been held in

the youth as they believe these are the silent

ihe Director of Picha Mtaani indicated that

- during the 2007/8 post election violence

- pj^^^“ncl^^^XutS'pXAct and the Electoral Act 2011

Picha Mtaani especially focuses on

victims who are currently at the tail end of on-going peace initiatives in the country, and were

Connected to the issue of relations building is the question of engaging with other actors. 

Civil Society Organisations have been crucial in forging relations and engaging with other actors 

in peacebuilding and reconstruction work. Consistent with Lederachs Peacebuilding Pyramid and 

multi track diplomacy’'’^ engagement with other actors is critical to sustainable development. As 

mentioned variously, CSOs in Kenya have employed a number of strategies in engaging with 

other actors. Strategies range from formalized platform of dialogue to mediation efforts at the 

grassroots level. Through the Political Parties Liaison Committee (FPLC) that has since been 

,106 spearheaded a dialogue platform that brings together political



parties. Elecxorai Commission and the Registrar of Political Parties. The liaison meetings have

proved useful a\'enues of discussing critical electoral issues and building confidence in the

electoral process. The liaison committees are premised on the models from South Africa and

which have been used in both countries to minimize electoral disputes. Effectiveness of

PPLC and its relevance to averting conflict in 2012 general elections was recognized during the

for the development of the Political Parties Act which made

transformed to a peace

6i

!

I 
i

revealed that efforts were underway to

notorious vigilante group Called Baghdad Boys had been

Ghana has Inter Parties Advisory Committee (IPAC).

Political Parties Act, 2011

As part of engagement with other actors, the CSOs have since 2010 utilised policy 

dialogue platform. The Programs Director al EISA indicated that the Policy Dialogue Forums 

incorporated broad based collaborative network involving the Parliamentary Committee on 

Justice and Legal Affairs, Kenya Law Reforms Commission, Electoral Commission, FIDA, ICJ 

and lED among other CSOs. The Policy Dialogue Forums were crucial in building consensus on 

key legislations that are critical to reforming the electoral process. Through mediation forums at 

local levels, the CSOs have initiated practical dispute resolution involving

* 1 nsrecommendations for the entrenchment of PPLC in the Act

Ghana’®’

multi sectoral forums

peace forums. To this end. a

forum and changed its name to Baghdad for Peace (BAFOPE). In the

the national and

interaction with the various players. The concept of District Peace Committees essentially 

incviporates mediation efforts that ensure interaction and participation of the various actors. 

Similarly the Conflict Management Panels convened by EISA and the IIEC is based on a model 

that enhances interaction of the mediators with the local setting while at the same time mitigating 

and preempting incidences of violence through early warning. The FGDs conducted in Kisumu 

disband known Militia groups and conc ert them into



in

engagement with other actors, CSOs have also used lobbying and advocacy strategies. In the

implementation of the constitution, TI.FIDA, ICJ, EISA. NDI and CGD have been lobbying

Parliament and the Executive for the passage of the various legislations. Lobbying strategies also

include preparation of opinion briefs and Bills Digests which offers clarity to the salient features

of the Bills.

Civil Society and Women Empowerment3.5

as a strategy
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Interview conducted on 11"' August 2011, respondent anonymous
Compensatory mechanism adopted to elevate those that that have traditionally been mareinalized and 

underrepresented.
**’ See Article 5 and article 12 of the SADC Protocol.

words of its airecior. i have seen the light and now i am in the mission to preach peace

Under representation of women in leadership and position of governance continue to be a 

major challenge facing women across the world. While a number of Protocols at the 

International, and Regional levels have been enacted to facilitate women participation in 

leadership and decision making positions, majority of countries are yet to actualize women 

participation in these positions. Internationally, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Discrimination Against Women and the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing 1995, 

all included provisions that required state parties to comply with, and to enhance women 

the SADC Region for example, the SADC Protocol on Gender andparticipation. In

Development explicitly provides that state parties should incoiporate Affirmative Action 

Policies”*’ as a strategy for sustainable development . For a long time the participation of 

women in position of leadership in Kenya has been wanting. It is however, encouraging to note 

that the new constitution attempted to addiess gender disparities in elective politics by providing 

affirmative action provisions to redress gender imbalance. With respect to women participation



in elective position, the new constitution made three significant milestones namely; improved

representation. Affirmative Action and mainstreaming of gender responsive policies. Article 97

and 98

47 seats in the National Assembly and 16 Seals in the Senate reserved for women candidates.

offices take cognizance

has resorted to conduct civic and voter education aimed at equipping women candidates with

the 2012 general elections. The organization is also conducting programs to build

bS

Voters. WHiile the programs 

empowennent issues, the organization has resorted to ensuring that women agenda in the new 

dispensation are safeguarded. To this end, FIDA participated very actively during the discussion 

surrounding the Judiciary and in particular lobbied to ensure that the appointments to the Judicial 

of Affirmative Action provisions in the new constitution. FIDA

knowledge on

the capacity of elected women both at the local and national level. In the run up to 2012, the 

League will train women candidates on elections and managing campaigns.

Despite the milestones made by the new constitution, the realization that these gains 

smooth implementation has preoccupied the work of women

*’2 that deals with elections to the National Assembly and the Senate made provisions for

was demonstrated w’hen the organization went to court to

require vigilance to ensure

organisations in Kenya. At the forefront of this efforts is FIDA and the Kenya League of Women 

of FIDA focuses on a wide range of women rights and

assertiveness towards gender issues

challenge the appointments to the Supreme Court Judges which they claimed failed to meet the 

gender requirements of the constitution"’. The Kenya League of Women Voters conduct 

programs aimed at political empowerment of women and enhancing their participation in 

elective offices. While the League has been active since 1997 general elections, the organization

Article 27 and SI are explicit that no gender 11 constitute more than 2/3'° of elective or appointed public 
office.

In the said case 2 women out of 7 Supreme Court Judges were named.



violence for example, women

great deal. According to the Kenya National

Panels fCMPs)

that is conducting peace programs in Nyanza,
programs in their programs
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on Conflict have also embraced gender responsive

early warning before they occur. Organisations working under

Kenya N^nal Commi'ssion^o^Human Rights 2009 report on the IDP situation in Kenya.

'■' EISA has also oioneered CMP orogram in DRC, Chad, Mozambique and Burundi.
■■‘"The 9 regions are Mombasa. Kisumu. Nairobi, Nyen, Embu, Kakamega, Eldoret, Garissa and Nakuru.

Hanna Carlson Program Coordinator Konrad Adeneaur report.

dispiacements that occurred affected women a

”5, majority of IDPs in the camps are women. In responseCommission on Human Rights Report

to addressing the problems of gender and conflict, a number of organisations have attempted to 

and women in the conflict programs. The Conflict Managementincoiporate women issues

* being convened by EISA and the IIEC has attempted to incorporate 1/3 women 

in the various panels launched in the 9 regions in Kenya"’. In this program, EISA and the IIEC 

have deployed and trained a pool of mediators whose main role would be to mitigate incidences 

of election violence and provide 

the umbrella of National Steering Committee
118 . Konrad Adeneaur

Western and North Rift have incorporated many women in their programs and developed 

specific modules on women in conflict situation.

The 2008 post election violence exposed the vulnerability that women suffer in violence 

and conflict situation. Although women seldom have anything to do with conflict, they often 

suffer the devastation of conflict more heavily than any other group"-*. During the post election 

calamities and suffering far outweighed men and the



CHAPTER 4

CHALLENGES OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN POST CONFLICT PEACEBUILDING AND

RECONSTRUTION

Introduction4.0

4.1 Coordination challenges

Although the theories

the importance

Society Organisations
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limitations, gaps

in Kenya. Some of the notable challenges

and Duplication by Civil Society

of peacebuilding by Lederach (1997) and Diamond and 

of multi-stakeholder involvement in

as it participates in peacebuilding processes

social change is adaptive.

people and processes. In Kenya, coordination and duplication were noted

facing the civil society organisations in Kenya. To a larger extent, the work of many Civil 

remain donor driven characterized by competing funding interests, and

as major challenges

a critique of the findings, paying attention to the

MacDonald (1997) underscore

peacebuilding, what the theorists fail to acknowledge is the complexity of the peacebuilding 

field. Hendricks (2009) explores the utility of complexity theory in the field of peace research 

and conflict intervention by discussing the notion of ‘chaos” in peacebuilding. Complexity 

theory views change in one aspect of the system as affecting other aspects and underscores that 

innovative, multi-faceted, complex, mixing interdependent sets of

The work of the Civil Society Organisations in the post election environment has not 

been free from challenges. All the organizations interviewed among them ICJ, EISA. FIDA. TI. 

CGD, LSK, Picha Mtaani, ELOG, The League of Women, Konrad, lED among others pointed to 

the myriad of problems and challenges that militate against the performance and effectiveness of 

the CSOs in Kenya. This chapter presents 

and dilemmas faced by civil society 

are argued below.



driven largely by the foreign Policy interest of the donor country. As such, the donor driven

agenda of program formulation and conceptualization has been a major bottle neck to the civil

society organizations in Kenya. In certain instances, different donors fund similar projects to

different organizations leading to competition and duplication among the CSOs. During the

interviews for example, it emerged that the National Democratic Institute and Institute for

program, EISA had been funded by DFID

and had in fact initiated multi sectoral forums on electoral reforms. While efforts were made at

better coordination, such duplication would have been avoided if the donors themselves better

coordinated.

Apart from the donor driven agenda, most civil society organisations in Kenya have

often not sustainable. The post election violence in

Manaaement Panels. Uwiano and District Peace Committees, and a host of Community Based

Organisations were all engaged in peacebuilding work. In numerous instances, the organisations
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adopted a reactionary and event specific based approach that is usually characterized by the 

dominant and high profile agenda in the political environment. To this end, program activities

Kenya in 2008 for example, led to the formation and proliferation of CSOs ostensibly doing 

peacebuilding and reconstruction work. Similarly the heavy reform agenda of 2008, also led to 

the mushrooming of new organizations working in the area of reforms and existing organizations 

changing their focus to work in the constitutional reforms. Peacenet, Women for Peace, Conflict

transitional chapters of the constitution. In the same

are based on short term goals which are

Focus Group Discussion in Kisumu conducted in 11 August 2011 and Nakuru on the 13'*’ August 2011

working on peacebuilding have frequently targeted the same people. During the Focus Group 

.Meetings in both Kisumu and Nakuru" , panicipants confessed membership in muiiipie

Education in Democracy (lED) had both been funded by USAID to work on legislations on



included

country.

4.2
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receive funding from

Fund (UNDP) often
or basket funding

can better be enhanced if theorganizations and initiatives. Effectix’eness of the peace programs

various CSOs and the donors funding the projects coordinate better for maximization of results.

not limited to the civil society organisations

-----------------------------bv UNDP and CSOs access funding through the basket..Donors put money in the basket,^^.p^^^ent.
Assistance given by donors that do not require rep

Duplication and lack of coordination was

only. In . bld to ro«ore pence and promote he.ling .nd reconcili.tion, the goveromcni initl.ted 

...iooe progmm. aimed a pe.cebulldin,. Among the Iniil.tive. ...tied by the government 

the National Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC), The Distrtct Peace 

Committees, among othem. while these efform am weloomal. there are ina.nee. where the work 

of the National Cohesion and Peace Commlnees have hea. overlapping. A clear example of arch 

overlaps i. the regional workshops being convened by both entities In different part, of the

Resource Constrolnt. and Donor Dependency
The main source of fnndin, for moO Civil Society Orgarisadons was listed a. coming horn 

donor, and other development prnmmn. Th. support CSOs receive odgin.ro from bila.r.1 

donom like USAID, DFID, DAN.DA and SIDA among othero. Civil society orgaUsations also 

multi lateral organizations like the UN through the United Nations 

Development Fund .utvtrr, in dre fonn of UN funding or basket hrnding" managed on 

behalf of bilateral donom. The v.dou. type, of Ending from development p.rm.r. are usually in 

the form of .rants which is oden nroceded by call for proposal, atd the org.niatdons funded on 

die basis of the proposal ».d programs outlined, Bil.temI onianizations mostly dispensed

121 
funding through grants .

odgin.ro


from donor organisations.

the CSOs in their respective countries.

as IS
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model and civil society- in Africa model to highlight how the

defeatist in the long run.

to «««. NOO. .r. .be preft^d <.«» to, donor ftnd. .«1 »ppon .„d .hey end w 

ootopeting «,.b .he go.— Snob cpebdon b.e ex.oe,b...d toe «iveto.r,.l rele.ions 

be^oe. oM 0OC,..y .nd ,b. ».e. ™. pH-e «Hen»don of too.. NOO. ntobe. govetotoen.. 

,bep.ie of oi.» «.oi«y o,g»i..«««.- Anod-^ «h.U.bge -«h pcoebnading in Keny. i. ,b., 

ex.eniai pi.yer. o«en pto.obtoe pe.e. .itoou. .eebing .o.toin.b,e .oln.ioto .. toe gto„ro.to 

. „ in Kenva is often managed by international NGOs and donor agencies
Very often, peacebuilding in Kenya

• e enzeg. «7ith the local environment. Particularly problematic in this that have no intimate acquaintance witn
in. Kenva are denendent from funding from countries from turope and 

regard is that most ( SOs m .
• nroblematic since organisations from these countries do often only 

North America. This is pi
e„g.ge wito CSO. .h.. h.vo • .itod.r -Y «»rldng ..

>- tk. World Bank (Africa Region). In this report, a distinction is made 
as is found in a report by the

between a civil society^for Africa

Mos. CSOs in Kenya have resorted .o prtva.e tonding in order ro ailow tbemseb'es lo 

re,.In meaningM degree of Independene. of S.a.e con.rol. The etoergenee of ».ny Civil Soele.y 

Organisa.ions in toe 1990. in Africa was largely ihelled and .upponed by assl.iance and tonding 

However, ihe preeln, itopaei of toe massive tonding by toe donor, is 

ye. ,o be eonelusivciy «i=rtoi»ed. \W.ile 1. is argned .be. ,be Incree.ed donor tonding was 

in,ended .o atoeliora.e some of toe eballenge. besieging toe con.inen,. to. imp... of toe v.rion. 

assis.anee ha. had amhivalen. re.uU. dne ., a number of too..,.. A, toe een.e, of .hi. is toe laeh 

Of common nndersumding of wba, toe genen,. poli.iea. and economic eon.ex, in toe counny 

entoil and democra.lc .y..em. in to. r.cipi.n. .o««.HeA F-n- -o .PPmci... toe f.mgoing 

comex, have otoen re.ul.ed .o to. donor, formula,Ing ■ on. Size fu -H aPPto-ch which b,. b«,



Hellingen HeJlinger

CSOs struggle to

of the Kenyansome parts

dependency.

have
in the form of vehicles

direction.

While

advanced to explain this reduction. Firs

f

support specific activities.

have received funding from th<

their reliance on exogenous

of CSOs will likely to

is in the form of contracts

its behalf. The contractee does noi

In this category development

community, based on 

ulterior motives. Thus, legitimacy

The other category of funding

an organizations to implement a program on 

implementation and must rely on the donor for guidance anc

receive material support

■ormer is imposed and externally driven while the later is homegrown.

md O-Regan (1988) criticise the reliance by civil society on external funding arguing that CSOs 

that are heavily donor reliant tend to shift interventions to match that of donors. Donors, for their 

part, often shift fitnding priorities and standards, which complicates issues as 

maintain consistency in the peacebuilding agenda. Quoting a traditional African proverb, they 

say, -If you have your hand in ano,her ,nans pochet, you .nas, n,ove .vhen he n,oves". This 

argument basically implies that external links of NGOs compromises their independence from 

donors, which in turn affects their reception from the communities they seek to serve. Indeed, 

community have voiced a certain distmst of the civil society 

funding which makes them suspects of having

be eroded due to their donor

In certain instances, 

equipments, and money to develop publications or 

all the organisations interviewed conceded to

, .Iso acknowledged that such fttnding had significant!;
various development partners. - --------

-------------------- ----------------- ”~nsfer notions and practices of civil society in the liberal democracies of Europe 
-- Whereas the former seeks to ira promoting panicipaiion, enhancing accuuniabihiy. denverjug

and North America to Atrica, the la as not in the interest of their members or constituents. For details.
ser\ ices and countervailing civil Societv Landscape in Sierra Leone: Understanding Context, hdotives
scetheWorldBank..lune5.200/- 
and Challenges.' P-'i. >tkiTSTERRAI EQNE.T?ata%20and%20Reference^2208862.'^/SL(CSO)StudY pdf
http: sitcre«iources.worldbank.ore  ctrongthpninp program.

SUNY is contracted by USAID to imp

partners contract

wide latitude in program

organizations



in the developed countries had

Kenya namely; NDI,

Foundation, among

agencies inevitably means

sustainable problems

. Lack of long term focus explains

70

also preferred to give money to 

in Kenya. In this regard, i: '■

tied to specific

often time consuming processes whose

^^'’TheL------------
Electoral Reforms in Africa, Konr

-------------------------------------- --------7 « been experiencing recession leading to reduction of funds.
The United States and Europe, 2009.

the priority interest

necessitated the donors to review their strategic priority areas

development assistance. The various CSOs pointed out the elaborate procedure that they had to 

undergo to access donor funding. Secondly, the proliferation of NCOS, CBOs and other CSOs 

had led to stiff competition in terms of accessing the donor funding. Most development partners 

their international foundations that were implementing programs 

substantial amount of USAID funding for

1 I 

oT donors coupled by the recession'"

which often led to the reduction of

it was pointed out that

example w.e commWai » the four US b.sed otgentotlone opemtln. In

,mem.,l«..l Rep«b,ie.n In«l»... ™.
em, State Ublvemity of Ne. Y.tk (SUNV). Similarly, the «e., meiplent. of Gem,., hmtl. am 

„ them- Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES), Konrad Adeneaur the German organizations among them, Fneancn
others. The presence of these organizations in Kenya as implementing 

that the local CSOs have to compete for the much needed funding to 

with international organizations that have a clear head start in terms

in the long term

implement their programs, 

of accessing such funding.

Financial constraints provide

Donor dependency has deprived CSOs the capacity to

Consequently, CSOs have been reduced to merely reactive entities whose 

r-tivities t-d to snecific events. Various studies suggest that 
agenda are donor driven and activities t.-_ 

peacebuilding and post conflict reconstruction work are

term. Similarly, sustainable democracy and democratic 
impact can only be asses.> in i c
clcciions are no. single events but long drawn out pmeesses-

serious obstacles to the civil society operations in Kenya, 

be innovative and formulate long term
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new

and consea;
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ihe new

NEMU 1992, UPC lED. ai
John Githor.go former Director

Government in 2003
EISA Journal of Elections 20

space in the period pi

contested political and elective positions

Leonard “civil society organizations put la „

, narties and consequently lost their non 
new competing political ,

. uazI o '’rounded domestic election observationfor example why Kenya has never had .
, . 126

OW— .nd n,„, t™ .l~.

government.

efforts of recruiting the CSOs

formidable voices that had defended their

.receding 2002 elections, some

and joined political parties. As pointed out by David K 

-e numbers of candidates who were involved with the 

partisanship’"^ There are now

Ethnicisation of Civil Societj
- -haDters Kenva boasts of a very vibrant civil society

As meniioneu in sub^cMuchi ,
■ C in Africa Indeed, civil society organizations were at the fore front 

compared to many countries in A
, ■ iQOOs and have remain a formidable voice in the attempts to form a 

of democratic struggle in 1990 .
c rr ..Despite the vibrancy and visibility of CSOs in Kenya, the neutrality

constitution for Kenya. De p
non partisanship oftheCSOs have been variously put to test inthepasn^

rhe CSOs rn Kenya emerged and persisted t.oughout the regime of President Mo. rn the 1990s.

the National Rainbow Coalition in 2002, CSOs found themselves 
With the coming into power of the Natron

u of their comrades in opposition political parties had joined
in a precarious situation when

In a bid to reward their fonner comrades, the government .nitrated the

This Strategy silenced the CSOs who lost into government . ims su-i s/

interests over time. Sensing the changing political

leaders of the civil society organization

TJZk 1997. KEDOP 2002, and ELOG 2012.
ind Gichirs Kibars Chairman of ths NGO Counci! both joined the NARC



The extern of eihnicisalion of CSOs was demonstrated during the 2007 elections. The

largely conditioned by the 2005 referendum where CSOs

not adhere to the tenets

the strongholds of PNU and ODM respectively, civil society

constitutional reform due to bottlenecks that are faced when it comes to implementing those

some of the civic actors involved in constitutionalconstitutions. Part of the challenge is that

thus cannotreforms are sometimes inexperienced and fully exert the pressure and requisite

led to deficiencies in constitutionalism and effortsimpact on the expected reforms. This has

towards genuine democraiisalion in Kenya. The politics of implementing the new constitution

72

the voting patterns reflecting the outcome of the campaign. As with the previous elections, civil 

society organizations deployed observers who obserx'ed the 2007 elections. As noted by the 

Kriegler Commission Report, the CSOs who monitored the elections largely took sides and did 

of neutrality and non partisanship expected of them. In Central and

to defeat the new constitution. By and large, the polarizationteamed up with the political leaders

and tension occasioned by the referendum campaigns was imported in the 2007 elections with

Nyanza provinces which were

electoral atmosphere of 2007 was

Journal of African Elections volume 8 2009 pg 88
CGD director noted that CSOs participated in the ballot staffing in Nyanza and Central Provinces.

fewer Genuinely democratic groups promoting best democratic practices in Kenya and those that 

exist are smaller and more dependent on international finance

4.4 Challenges of implementation of the Constitution

Democratic transition processes in most countries do not sufficiently address the realm of

organizations were complicit in the electoral malpractices that were reported in these areas and to 

a larger extent sided with their ethnic communities in ballot staffing‘^°.

promulgated on 27"’ August 2010 remains a major challenge to the civil society organizations in



Kenya. While the CSOs played a pivoia! role in agitating for the passage of the new constitution.

the constitution introduced rafts of legislations and a clear timeline in the Transitional Chapters

that were to be enacted to facilitate its operationalisation. The

reforms intended to facilitate the 2012 elections namely: Representation. Judiciary and the Bill of

year following the promulgation.

and promises

inclusive citizenship through the newly devolved system of government,promise of more

and better separation of powers between the three arms of

their realisation. Recognising the critical role that political parties play in theregard to

constitution made provisions for strengthening the institutions of

required legislation to facilitate its implementation.

Over the last year, the country has been involved in the laborious task of debating and

passing the various legislations. While parliament met the set deadline for most legislations, the

deadline for example. Parliament rushed 14 Bills in a record two days that were not subjected to

further

involvement of the public and in particular civil society organizations was not always assured.

'/i

compounded by the esiablisnment of new institutions and appoinlincnt <,>f people lo serve 

in the various institutions. While the constitution provided for public participation, the extent of

Rights Chapters being given one

from the legislative challenges, the difficulties in meeting the huge expectations

new constitution anticipated the

democratic process, the new 

political parties in Kenya. However, the broad framework provided for by the constitution

enactment of enabling legislations to take place within a staggered period of five year with most

quality scrutiny and input by other stakeholders. The difficulty in enacting these legislations was

reduced presidential powers’ ’

aovemment, security sector and land reforms will no doubt present difficulties especially with

process was itself not free from the usual partisan debate. In a bid to beat the August 27*^ 2011

"■ Presidential appointments subject to parliamentary approval, see chapter on the legislature

Apart

made in the constitution were regarded as critical. Expectations posed by the



committees among themsome parliamentary

the electoral legislations.

sought by FIDA effectively delayed the
women

4.5 Civil Societj’ and Political Parties

replace political parties has dominated

discussions and thinking
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tical parties

claiming that failure to nominate one -third

of Appeal lifted the injunction.

The civil society have also come up to

The debate as to whether civil society can

in different forums. The trigger to this debate was the precise role that

. I-*- parties nlav and the fact that in Africa, like in most parts of the world,civil society and political partie. p y

overtime exhibited weak structures and ideology. While the fortunes of

to on the decline in Keny? ?nd indeed other nf Africa
C O A *fc*4*** ***-•

incoiporated CSOs during discussions on
The slandolT occasioned by different inietpreiaiion of the lau by ilie iltree ar.ns of 

the constitutional implementation process. At various 

had standoff arising from different

The CSOs found ihemselxes lighting for space and accommodation from parliamentary 

committees whose roles were clearly stipulated in the new constitution. Suffice it to mention that

I.'^2the .Justice and Legal Affairs Committee

Th. rnmmiuee incorporated the CSOs during the discussions on the lEBC, Political Parties and Elections Sill.
- Thh prompted the Executive to start the process a fresh.

Article 27 and 81 of the new constitution

the president claiming that they 

challenge both the executive and parliament as was 

challenge the nominations for the Supreme Court

violated the constitution'The injunction 

appointments of Supreme Court Judges until the Court

govemment has greatly impacted on

intervals, parliament, the executive and the Judiciary have

understanding. During the nomination of the Chief Justice. Anomey General and the Director of

P.Wic for example. P-ni—„ .nd ,he ». ...»ed ,he .ppn.n.men, m.d, by

were unconstitutional

the case when FIDA went to court to



maintained the notion that they are the blue eyed boy of

the expense of the other.

onstructures

the governance

often demanded accountability from

obtaining in different parts of

75

development partners 

equilibrium since commensurate assistance

the efficiency of political parties in

remain the primary institutional vehicles

as a constituent mechanism

civil society organizations have

This state of affairs has to a larger extent endangered the democratic 

has been channeled to one side of democratic scale at

i aiiu pcavcbuiivil'ig ihai'i utC SlfiiC muv
provide ser\ ices and development in remote areas, and

Ivan Doherty Democracy out of Balance Policy

continued to present alternative voices 

government. Thirdly, decades of single party dictatorship that were 

.Africa deprived the people the real experience with political parties and made them fall back on

is heavily dependent

Comparatively across the world, political parties still 

for political representation, interest aggregation and articulation, and 

for the formation and organization of government, as well as channels for maintaining oversight

Regrettably, the role and responsibilities of political parties 

appreciated and democracy assistance has

-Many donors ieei .ha. CSOs are more ^cuve^e^opm.n 
may be better placed to aniculm^I the needs ^-'-^^X^ee. 
that they are less corrupt and more transparc
Rp-iew 2001 mnvinc a motion on the Political Parties Bill in Kenya September 2007.

civil society organizations was heavily imbedded in the 

Africa. For the most part, the CSOs were at the

As traditional institutions of representative democracy, political parties occupy a central 

role in the overall functioning of democracy. Indeed, a country’s governance system and 

tliat country*’^.

in the democratization process 
increasingly been channeled to the CSOs at the expense of political parties.

The preoccupation with 

experience during the multi party struggle m 

forefront of .gWInJ 
.,„on.r» « « ’“V “ "■

that have

accountability from governments

has not been



The foregoing has led to most development partners

and men

the CSOs. Lastly, the opposition political parties that emerged in the 1990s did not exhibit r 

ideological and programmatic difference from the incumbent parlies and largely fought 

wrestle power from the ruling parties

the conclusion that it is fashionable to strengthen the civil society organizations

been achieved. T

'Stability and peace.

engage with political parties when some measure of stability has 

consequence of such an action has been weak political parties institutions and strong incumbe: 

and ruling parties. As noted by Doherty, strengthening civic organizations, which represent i 

demand side of the political equation, without providing commensurate assistance to the politic 

parties which must aggregate the interests of those groups, ultimately damages the democm 

equilibrium (Doherty 2001).

In Kenya, the weak political party organizations can be attributed to a number of facte 

As mentioned, the reintroduction of multi party politics was not accompanied by comprehens 

reforms that could reform the political sector and accord political parties a new impetus to laui 

their operations. Notably, while Kenya lifted the ban on multi party politics and allowed 

formation of many parties, development partners ignored support to political parties t 

concentrated in developing the civil society organizations. Indeed it was not until after 1? 

elections that most development partners began developing a reluctant interest in support 

political parties"’. Comparatively across Africa, it now accepted that there is a direct link 

between political parties, political stability and economic development peace and tranquility 

Political parties are viewed as key to democratic consolidation and this role cannot be repla. 

by civil society acting on its own. While the fight for democratic reforms in Kenya. Zimbat



actively getting
reform

country In

1997, the made

142 that

an

led to the

abundance

4.6

their attempt to

the need for a

citizen action groups, 

abject poverty (Doherty 2001).

constitution in Kenya was

In Zimbabwe, the

.Oh.« on—~

cn...— - V„ 

realized without political parties actively getting involved. At 

pivotal role in the acquisition of independence in the 

of multi- party politics, the Forum For the 

to yield to pressure.

facilitated the 1997

weight behind 

initiative has been 

independence, political parties played a 

During the fight

Restoration of Democracy FORD 

Inter Parties 

final push towards 

and parliament 

in negotiating the
political parties

formation of the 

of advocacy and 

consigns the country and its citizens to

r ivil society is their tendency to be confrontational with government in 

one cntrcrsm, o democracy. Consequently, CSOs face the challenge

" . electoral bodies and government stmcmres, both at the natronal 

-*• —catina capacity
, , ,, The Mentational Crisis Group sararn.nzes this challenge as

and the local let . ,,,,comes about when CSOs assume

-state-society engagement strategy.

Role plaved~b?KANUandK^'J agreement signed between «he ttree

i ^>e;^oer«ie Change led by Anbnr

Democratic Change led by Morg
Mutambara ( MDC- M) 77

Parliamentary Group

■j the realization of a new elections. The final pusn tn
f ■ , narties and parliament that represent polmcal parties.

Grand Coalition Government. Similarly in Bangladesh, despite

the recurring partisan political stalemate

for inc restoration

tilted the balance and forced KANU 

brokered a stalemate that



that government
be referred to

and Farrington

(1993) admonish the

have to rely onthan the State: hence they

of law, a

that the civil society

Even though NGOs not operating

tnd the state

that the

CSOs and the State

and reliance
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to be more programmatic-----

the need for less aggressive approaches 

challenged by these

organisations.

as, ‘uncomfortable bedfellows’ 

confrontational approach by

the State

of working together despite the 

using the notion of a 
therefore pat ■ -

include joint projects, collaborative social 

chaliences of rela'.ing to each

uhich 55 n-.ade up of
In of the entire social system and from this perspeciix e.

’^'AccordinE to 
iransfonnalion as
■' The call is for 

other.
“ i he systems theory 

interrelaied parts 
they cannot effecu'® V

to cohabit.
arguing that NGO’s are smaller 

of public goods.

Bebbington

—n (1990). llessagg*"' 
well as neiwork.ng- 
MGOs and the 

analyses soct 
Civil society O'-", 

funciio'^

entity, or a "‘system

wider environment hence

Both CSOs and the State depend up 
nositing that the competitive 

L,a .
.„a... Noos. -CH u.,....

• 3 cntical ,
. ^.nner Against this background, civil 

tually reinforcing manner. Ag

to ensure “a

„a«e.P

rmsaiionsaret- 
on their

dialogue ben^'een

vivendi between the Sta

entity coalesces with th

1 t- tn the St*’*'" hl the provision of public goods and secunty. 
that they have become an altcmalnc to the .n me p

• ntinric tnni-p nrooiammatic in the manner 
However, there is a need for civil society organisations

thev interact with government. Bratton (1990) discusses

by CVH »=i=.y » "« S— ”

... B,.,™ .1- *«

*. they are supposed

civil society 

for guidance, provision

a s=»™ .beCl.jbon e. al, (20M;l’> m er of hw. * ‘=".8" P”l'e»
needs government to ensur

,e and infrastructure and protection of the natural environment 

environment, investment in peop nt playing field, they are not an island
are impoHant actors m the

145 isjGOs are not operati g

.be .ber.

„d almoa rel.l.onsh.p between

salanibb .ibid) refers » as a »«<<«> 

- io of complimentarity, coexistence

Antonio Gramsci

State in a



to facilitate

various actors.
unhealthy tension has existed

between the government

sectors have been

transformation to

to note that

for space

came

beenhas teamed up
engagement,

implementation of the

due to
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has undergone

with changing

Because

together

realised-

policy and structural support from the

This reinforces Maire Dugan's

the dictatorial regime that was

certain

reflect the pre'

and the CSOs, the 

and progressive

in the

This was

tovemment agencies

ititutional implementation.

2011 deadline did not

government so as 

assertion that peacebuilding should be taken as

CSOs are

„ 5.,«» - 
. w "•>
presidential assent.

society organisations

that CSOs bring, while civil society also requires the

sustainable and durable peace

mending or maintaining of relationships between

—----" d critic®* commission
Examples of legisi®*'®"® R Hsouahi to 1’®''^

-010 and 2011. the and lEB^ waiting forThe Salaries and Remuneration sn^^^ reporte‘"y 
^‘oun Bill by May 30. These

where CSOs and the state 

significant milestone 

constitution. When 

beat

insformations and whereas

to undergo radical

,  -rfr'.dq the sunport, expertise and resourcesshould learn that governments uccds tne supix , r

w’ere able to
with the CSOs, the actors

. . rushed m P 
ivlajority of the Bills hiS*

.... to the existing 
sufficiently involve all acto

D.= .o.he =.nf„...~»I „
d the fight for the restoration of multi party 

and the CSO. Granted, the tight 

nf confrontational approach given 
democracy required a measure of contronia 
in power then. However. Kenya has undergone numerous tra, 

t,»n«e with changing times, CSOs

i„volvement of CSOs in major post election reform 

legislation has been delayed.'-in most instances, 

various processes. It is instructive

„„der mutual partnership and constructive 

evidenced during the

government, parliament 

initiatives has been wanting 

reduced to fighting 

actors

parliament, relevant g.
(jeadlines stipulated in cons' 

ornament to beat the August 27' 

suspicion, tensions and mistmst.
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political space

in the past.

of the

defined as
narrowly

decades
CSOs and has over

?..5

in Sri Lanka.'*
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govemancc, peace 

frontier has led

of civil society 

further led to the proliferation of 

entrenched conservative nature 

witnessed

The neo-liberal perspective has been

in democratisation and p- 

livelihoods is

allow for the participation of non-state 

Ld efficient economic, social and 

crucial for development,

Liberal Approaches by Cm! Society

,he dominant discourse influencing the development 

eacebuilding. Neo-liberals argue 

unsuitable and undesirable

reform credential was

underpinning

advocating

a process

gconcittic f

,f peace and

underscores in

of the state

■velopnien* l-

been an

. H7 actors.

an efficient of private sector in
^ecks .V ''overall outreach and influence of
nhilediinintshinglW

. peace work and Identity Pol«.» 
pesear":^-^^-> —

work of these players,

In Kenya, a debate of the 

the recent appointments

movement and with

of most communiHs-

hence the need to

For neo -liberals, gov 

for NGO’s because 

and security. The 

to duplication, commerc-.- 

resulting from 
hijacking of government

of the Judiciary
During the 

between the so called civil soc.ety can . a CSOs misunderstanding

most 
active member 

of civil society has 

challenge the

the last two

and growth of civil society activities

,h., ,h= »p.nUo. of « S».. 10 PooP'o-f

er-nment should create a lean an, 

the revival of civil society is

continued burgeoning of NGOs in the peacebutldmg 

-ialization of peacebuilding and reduced efficacy of the 

what Orjuela (2004:225) terms “NGOization.”'^^ 

and political parties has been echoed 

for example, a difference emerged

Parliament and political

- hieo-iiberalism theory
from ana traae
by open mark 
deienniniiig the po jjjnes.'; 
the state, especally.nt* .004.
- For details, see 

Phn Dissertation.

parties

word reformers. For 

having

orientation. The liberal nature 

ine of liberal policies that often 

„,entioned. Kenya



mushrooming

o:
reduced to 47 due

150

•Stier, cf politics!
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parties led to a

of CSOs. Majority of these CSOs

limited io CSOs only. In Kenya. 

misunderstood to mean the proliferation 

record of 250 parties registered in 

to the existence of the Political parties Act.

are formed to counteract predominant issues

election violence in

U. . Gian Chainnan

cent of the puWi« f^^"‘‘'7ekctions by 
. J i-irevious cieci'w votes attained in p 

■ xiu be usC'J

amount to be recetved. A e
do not reflect at least a third o

at any given time. Thus the post

ostensibly implementing peace building and 

of institutions associated with liberal policies is not 

introduction pluralistic politics in 1991 was largely 

As such the rush to form political

............ - Ghana: Docs Multi party politics mean proli

Clccto.o' - political parties will be required to share 15 per
, Act of tuly 2010. al. reg.s^ ^^^lonal.y according to the number of

■”" "::,xXn..u - ■each party s prasidenti P  . ...... , pp...
. r . js aJiniai’b-'"" -pchsc,. . -n _ ^^„didaies shall deteriniue the 
‘^<0 -dm. .f nanonal otnee bearers 

^d political party ma.

,f either

prevailing in the political enviionmen

Kenya in 2008 led to the formation of many CSO 

reconstruction work. The prolifera

 1.. T- K'rnva. the rc-
/political parties

■ in 2002. The number has since



4.8
will continue to

The

waseieciiun violence

referendum for con;

the fact that Kenya has

the post-2007

nearly 70%

violence.

economic growth am 

much given the current

causes ot contHct in^ breakdown of in favou. of‘.be new constitution.
>carc!;>. the coIonia. | was held t - eajnpaigj. u population is under the age

152 However, as long as

that violence in

itv. disenfranchisement, the unrei

A. Mercy Corps report (2011)

youths and their

Structural conflict

aftermath of the 2007 elections,
stemmed when the countty underwent a

2010. Nonetheless, there is room for caution

were reported and mild

to violence was

by politicians

,d stable status in the region

* 153unemployment rate.

there is a strong
p^^erty, unemployment, insecurity,-----

.Ithin the Kenyan government 

uf the Pen^etrators

to instigate violence. Despite Kenya’s admirable 

, the status of youths in Kenya has not changed

stitutional change in August
attention to. While small incidents of violence

ftd nature of the referendum provides testamen, to 
the largely peace

° ,he root causes of conflict in Kenya are not addressed,

in Kenya can erupt again. These factors include 

isolved land issue and corruption 

indicates that

Unresolved Structural Causes of Conflict

,n Kenya. Although Kenya overcame the most challenging period in the 

the root causes of conflict still remain. The possibility of 

successful conduct of the

vulnerable to

preponderance

manipulation

significantly 

election violence.
possibility



youths

unabated.

in East Africa.

in Kenyacampaigns

Indeed, since

hasenvironment
the Programto

playing ground

83

than any other country

2 992, the political and electoral

•f.c roots. ori£:r-s and 
-? said to 

arising from

According

in Kenya has been fluid since the 2007

While stiff competition*^’

that Kenyan government

mainly from the Kikuyu 

reprieve from state officials. The Mungiki are 

meetings of opposition parties, for example. In some

■ rev oluiionaty rhetoric and they are
A^Mungiki arguably ha,, its ™o,s in discontent t

F.enya-s rapid population gro'rth,

1997, PS Rainbow Coalition.
ssIsIsIIk’
espouse landtcssne?? an -

^’'Kadima Poetics of Party

to cull the Mungiki

to commit felonies without some

Funneniiore. tn Kenya, there are sttli youths and communities who participate in gangs or in 

ren.8.d. Toup.. mduding .~ed .„d ,™ Sn.di„

h.v. indlced ,l,e n„u. yo-h ..d >.«h I. «.■•.== -nd

(M.,cy Co,.. 20..). .0 .ddidon, .he, b-.-

has seemingly failed t= Mungiki’’"', which is a gang of rebel

community which seems

allegedly hired by politicians to disrupt political 

communities, the Mungiki demand “taxes”

that separated
p„„,ic.inK.ny..A.pdW».Od.0yd..O..d~“

are often comparatively charged

the advent of multi party politics in Kenya in

L, terized by ethnicity, polarization, tensions, violence and uneven 

Officer at EISA, the political and electoral

4.9 post 2007 Political and Electoral Environment

The political and electoral environment obtaining 

iblishment of the Government of National Unity.

elections in the past, the nartow margin of less than 200,000 votes 

rhe two leading candidates brought new meaning to competition in the electoral 

of Education in Democracy (lED), the political

elections and the estal 

has been a feature of Kenya



id 2012 general elections has further been

in 2008

road map

made by the constitution

84

exacerbated by a

particularly

and electoral environment

and the introductions

, introduced additional challenges in the political 

the election of the President

environment in the intervening period between 2008 an

number of factors. To begin with, the post elections violence necessitated a 

building and reconstruction that the country embraced in the 

bid to restore normalcy and reconciliation,

15?
reconciliation work around the country

AS part of the reform agenda negotiated by the Panel of Eminent Africans, the 2008 to 

2012 political environment has been dominated by reform initiative. At the core of the refom, 

for enactment of a new constitution for Kenya. Following years of aborted 

constitution, the push for a new constitution was restored

finally realized when Kenyan

The passage
on the Representation Chapter has

. The constitution introduced changes to

number of post conflict peace 

period preceding the 2008 post election violence. In a

. u—r Stretched to the limits conducting peace andthe civil society organizations ha-.c ^e.»

-------------------------------to achieving the new constitution.

i;: -x “'“r """"

agenda was the Quest

efforts towards the realization of a new

and lasted until August 2010 when the dream was

po.ed . of ch..,™g=. » »= A, =v„ of ovoof of

o,vi,
oofnood « *0 c—- -i- - » -■«"”» -

„ .no o o Of .0 ooo..»i.~. -- P—

oo„.„„„o„., noSO«..- - ”

,160 Government ■ 

constitution
the Grand Coalition

of the new



into a runoff election.

cannot be over

Massive environment

the failure

violence
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was the previous case to at

suspect on-going at the ICC September 2011.

The constitution also me

implication on

criminal trials at

of enacting a

campaign®

emerged. The political and

the International Crimi-

iocal Tribunal as

also be required to

A part from the 

will be a transitional election 

the constitutional requirement 

significantly heightened 

noted by EISA 

early campaigns 

real i gnments

am

civil society organizations that 

challenges posed by the new elective offices.

... .........- -n- ""

...Id b. I-WM. »
tenn’“. The transitional nature of 2012 elections 

has inevitably charged the political 

or losing 2012 has clearly 
. .163election environment .

of two five year

the stakes, which in turn 
has signincai...

.nt As noted by EISA and ICJ, 
environmen . .Hnessed in the immediate pre
.manifested itself in the earlyadvantage in 2012 have 

“ ” ent has also been impacted by the ongoing
electoral environment has

court (ICC)'- at the Hague Netherlands. Following 

,.ecommended by the Wrfu Commission, lhe ICC

-- Chapter 9 Dealing with X'duced^^lS®^ 

Presidential Ternn -j„„ors, Watch 2°“^^

EISA of-^Confirrr.stion of Charge

nightmare on the

tremendous. The cost implication 

emphasized. The 

accommodate the 

constitution

bv providing for ,he <0% -1 in 0.0 .bs-o ,b= .i», P-o c.did.,.. v.nid bo V -

'<'• This requirement has triggered serious campaign around the country by

,bo V,HO„. ppiidc. p.™.s .nd P-d.n„., hopoM »

oonpopoonoo of •«. .Con b.. b«n .n c-P.. »» -

increased the elective seats from three which

Pin The ... ...0*.
,h. .nd Pnbdo.. - —

election management body to holding elections for six offices

,d challenges that this will pose to political party nomination

will monitor the elections will



communities

the political and

2008 and 2012
which underpin

of 2012, Kibaki

166

withinhandicaps

problem

lot of

in the political

and their appearances

work still

of CSO is

counto' because of 
addition. NGOs ha\'e

86
.-jgr.d Rutohave 
-footloose’*

at the middle

Lack of transparency,

in government; it is also one

be done in terms

environment

challenge o 

by all the CSOs has massive.

electoral environment.
The mm mum- ""P.edic«e - » ““ » 

e,ee„., envh......
, The he..» eon..i»tton.l imple»e»..tion .gend., »>. pohhc.

’ al ehghW .1... .. *e .CC h..e C- -

not only a

senior positions in the government a

(Deputy Prime Minister and a Presidential Candidate)

T -c Orange Democratic Party (ODM) send shock waves
Parliament and Deputy Party Leadc. of ...e .....

■andscape. Significantly, the two are seen as key leaders in their respective

at the ICC will have serious impact in the political and

, T.ch.fTr.n.P—>■ >»

.nd limhed de™.«<= d«i«»-™Wd P~. » 

of the most challenging issues in the civil 

of democratization

of structural and organizational 

since they do not stay for

- „ ihdip, P„.». wh. hP» -he

The people l.d.e.ed hy 4. ICC Ihcleded hey poHUe.l

,nd polilie.l pmiee The IndicWenl of Hon. Uhnni Kenyih.

and Hon. William Ruto'“, Member of

cociety domain. A

and local levels. Transparency
civil society. Most CSOs

. oresidentia! elections tn 2012.

- Both Uhuru ano .ue.
I- The lemi -“^al environment, bu.
conducive operational pol"

needs to

curtailed because 

are rather “footloose"



good in a community. Phi? is

CSOs now are supposed

issues

nepotism

the moral

87

government departments

Nongovernmental Organizations outlines

Some of the

good in a community. This is the nature of civil society organisations because they are designed 

to build capacity. So in many cases, many CSOs leave when their capacity building projects have 

to have smaller structures, which

civil society and issues that need to be addressed.

bedeviling CSOs in Kenya include opaque

the government and to the district authorities

are mandated to monitor CSO

ended. Apart from that, most civil society organisations tend 

therefore imply that they can only introduce “pockets of development and peacebuilding” 

h „i.o, projects. This hampers their efficacy. Government departments and stmcmres, on 

the other hand, tend to be more permanent even if there is change of ruling parties.

to be transparent to

they are operating in. Thus, most 

activities. The Government Sessional Paper (2006) on

procurement process;

and cronyism 

only be measured by how transparent 

compromised then CSOs will not have 

represent the interest of the society.

the Government’s position on

that have been highlighted by other actors as
lack of accountability including financial accountability, accusations of 

among others. The efficacy of CSOs in Kenya and their credibility can 

and credible they are. However, if this transparency is 

authority and legitimacy to effectively

----- --------- - ag the project is concluded, they move elsewhere.

consultations betwDecember-
consultative process oe.



Overall Summary of the Study5.1

and reconstruction

multi track diplomacy prop-

with a single caseapproach

served lo deepen
around AVomen Empowerment,

typologies

Governance,

relations

activities

aimed at
peacebuilding

88

study and

understanding and

clustered

with Lederachs peace

,d McDonald. The study embraced qualitative 

interviews and Focus Group

Discussion that

of CSOs

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

engaged in peacebuilding

the constitution. Overally.

and reconstruction

about the understanding on the role of civil

The study proceeded from the premise

and Peacebuilding; was
the field of; constitutional

I6S 
framework to ensure that conflict does not

The main aim of the study was to bring 

society in post conflict peacebuilding and reconstruction 

,K., .i„=e p... dec,ion violence in Keny. . — —

V ndstent r.ederachs peace building pyramid and the theory of 
work consistent  -

lounded by Diamond am 

employed both structured

enhanced learning. Through the study, the

and engagement with other actors,

,aled challenges that militate against the work of the CSOs and 

(receding 2012, financial constraints, 

associated with the implementation of 

principle behind
the relevant

process.

empowerment. The study also revei
.ere noted as fallows; political and electoral environment p 

coordination and duplication ethnicity and

strengthening institutions and establishing a sound

in Kenya predominantly

DCCOC«, Hun... Rlghd. E,».l» .nC Pcn.ld “

CrtiLhcd. The «cdy WC, c«Mlchcd vW ,hc CSOc 

reforms and implementation process, electoral 

and women politicalworking actively in

building



Lessons Learned5,2

literature and discourse

5.2.1

and the

the violence

. As a

governance has

for a

the issue

referendum which

89

signed between the Orange Democratic Movement (ODM) 

in Kenya redistributed power among parties and halted 

This agreement also

The Positive impact ofTransiticnai Gavevnance

are discussed below.

managed lo

occuired during the two

- National Accord and Recond^t^Art 2^; 

The Four Item Reform Agend 
Kriegler and Waki Commissions

The study generated lessons and experienees that will contribute meaningfully to the 

on CSOs work in Kenya and other parts of the world. The lessons learnt

The 2008 peace agreement

Party of National Unity (PNU)

and subsequently provided temporary relief to the population.

ensured that there is no dominant party in Kenyan politics by ensuring that ODM and PNU share 

LTievers of control and influence. The effects of this form of government have largely been 

ositive albeit with some challenges. The transitional arrangement provided conflict part

to dialogue, provide solutions and implement reforms to address long-standing 

including constitutional and institutional reforms'’’

from CSOs, the Kenyan government

to investigate all aspects of the 2007

established with a

of impunity.

afforded Kenyans to

result of the ODM-PNU agreement and pressure

establish an Independent Review Committee

*’’ In addition, a

surrounding the

for accountability as

agreement provided space

new constitution. The post-2007 election

.ted by Annan Panel

Presidential electoral process.

mandate to investigate the circumstances

Furthmnore. iM po"”

contribute to a

the platform

and democracy issues.

Commission of Inquiry was 

violence that

well as for addressing



have been forced lo confront

commissions including the Waki

are implemented.

5.2.2

The quest

Gra^aPersons.

the

invited to Women in civil

society met

90

violence context in Kenya is bopeli.1 as the major political parties

the issues of ethnic divides and of politics in Kenya. Civil society has been very

active in ensuring that the recommendations from the various 

Commission and the Truth and Reconciliation Cotnmission

joined the peace

with the principals

Gender Dimension of Peacebuilding

= ir, K-nva is within reach because of the upsurge of for sustainable peace m K.n>a is
evident during the mediation process by Kofi Anan and

member of the AU Panel of Eminent
“gendered peace processes’' which was

to lhe .»8=. « »««» ”
„.chd'” toobiH^d Wbtoto .Ctos, etotoc, d» Pdtocd d,„d„,

. Women from civil society operated at

since they were not officially

Hon Martha Karua rep Kenyan Cons
-Article 27. 81, 97, and 98 oft

mobilised women

objectives for peace in Kenya

influence the peace process,

consultations with the mediation team, women finally

negotiations as representatives of the ODM and PNU’”

of the negotiating parties to highlight their concerns about the 

a m present issues that they wanted to be included in the final peace agreement, 
peace process an

number of Kenyan civil
,174 Following the end of the election violence,

agreement • ,i„ificant strides in mainstreaming gender into their post
society organisations have made sign
eon„toto.».s.b.cd«n.ndp»d-»dto.=ir.-

emphasising their common 

level of Track 11 diplomacy to 

the negotiation tables. After



The Role of Souths ifi Conflict5.2.3

Over 70% of participants

and who are

dimension.

5.2.4 determined by a variety

issues

bearing on

91

of factors

like the c

:75 See also Wal<' 
Some of the ga^g^

are interacting not

as Richards

fission Report- Bag'
include Mungik'-''

only at the 

discovered that building

hdad and Chinkororo

have had a

Anke

marginalized from politics, are 

(2009; 4) highlight 

provide an

This research has
.,hich include the socio-economic „ .

hannels of communication, resource 

the State-NGO relationship- -

McLean and Fraser
. . them violence can provide an opportunity

"""T ^ent is often cited as one of the reasons why rural youths are

"•

lined lh« t=l«»»'*' i" "

ie .„d polMcl "»«“»■
availability as well as policies appear to

io. Thus, the State and CSOs
both NGOs and State staff

in Kenya's 2007/2008 post-election violence were youths'”

,Eddc..id„., Oevelopn,™. Cen„ SoC—»
.h.. - -P'- —”

rnles and responsibilities. Economists, Paul Collier and 
well as demanding roles ano p

that youths without economic opportunity 

■—ipulated by political elites to create violent conflict.

youths feel that existing power structures 

to have a voice.” In Kenya, youth 

joining the armed groups 

their focus on the youth

risky behaviors as

Hoefflcr (2002) point out

often mani'

that “where



5.2.5

the National Cohesionamong

and integration

5.2.6

whil^

divisions and
Corps

violence
prevent

lb'’
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sector of society.

including the government of Kenya, initiated a 

initiatives in the six affected regions'”.

Peace and Security is a

Linking Peacebuilding 

.building does not exist 

conflict. This

works
artners in Kenya 

leap wo*® 

election

approaches

work has been

few initiatives have

at the

on such mutual collaboration

^’^Achvepeacebuildi^;- 
-'Distnet peace Conmvtt-

building cor

in

H A of networking and collaboration in peacebuilding since 
This study reveals the importance of netv bn,

ee . overv ' of society. Following the eruption of 
of affairs that affects every

various partners,

orkareon8°'"® 

tees ace also

, and central Provinces in Kenya

peace is a state 

governments, civil society and

of oo„nfc,
..H„. Th. c..,.bo»io. b, .b. co...., on

1 mblished that the state initiated two agencies,
““ Oi.«t P»oo comm,.... bo,h of whiob h... fejod

““'Tes" X— - - - “““ •' -
O„,., ,.,or.o.io. ............ iiaboralion and ponnership.

track diplomacy hinges

Z and Human Security

along the broad spectrum of various 

much of the conflict management 

victims of post-election violence, 

restoration of relationship as bases for 

inmunity and these Include Mercy 

, the Rift Valley Province, Mercy 

to bridge interethnic 

district, and provincial structures to 

sustainable peace and

initiatives

for Peace
social change, few

Local Empowerment 

with local p 

from recurring

of ITOS’-'

with Developmen

■ t in Isolation but exists 
peacebuiiolus

focused on peacebuilding and 

have had a take on

Project (LEAP) 

and the region 

at the local

and promote
Coips

violence

f.ndorlyioP



trained in peace

total of 27 courses.

5.2,7

Although the

have been

to

addressing the

of the

activities aimed at

with long

93

approach

approach

been trained in a

is not an

----------------- ------------J-revention. Borton uses ve > Burton, J 
conflict ■provention . a for with the term, ■•prevention.

approach to conflict res=!^t^^: containment
to avoid the negative connotatio ' ^ew York.
(1990). Con/ffct. Resolution ondPro

Most 

aftermath of violence
u be focused on long-term community

peacebuilding should there

ProaefiPe Peacebuilding and Can/iic, "Preveniion”'^^

prevention mechanisms developed by civil society organisations 

effective at mitigating violence thus far, it is imponant for CSOs to taRe a pmactive 

This is what John Burton (1990) labels ‘conflict prevention,’ an 

systemic changes to address conflict.

fairly effective in 

CSOs peacebuilding

d rebuilding of

by mini..- pe.« .«■ ..Pl»™"«

Prev.»ion .nd T,.n.ro,™ti» Proj» »ll-b»«i«"

Ad™nl.™i.n I.

b„„ c«n,.lned .nd cnr..,W if -««
b-.ildins »d »«ni='. Td' *“

UNDP 1,.. ..pponed KIA ,0 mn ■ »'»' ’’"-WIHm, .nd ConffiU

for seonriiy I»"-»“' .dmW.if'i” "•"
Management toi secumj f

peacebui Iding.

which involves longer-term policies and more

conflict prevention mechanisms have been

rather than in preventing future violence. However,

engagement, dialogue ani

so as to fund projects



Conclusions and Recommendations5.3

that sustainable peace can only be

The
actors collaborate

experience

the media and

in Kenya, in

go

5.5.7

when

sustainable peace
94

addressed.

initiatives

achieved

Addressing

lackie issues 

conflict

impact of civil society in post conflict peacebuilding 

of civil society and the specific intervention 

established. Given the role and

scaling up

role of women 

research generated

and enhancing

recommendations

as on the implententation of the constitution.

Structural causes

ivemment actors.

government and civil society sector as

of poverty^ 

manageinent

social change 

religious communities. A lot 

the positive

The study established the relevance and the 

and reconstruction. In particular the typologies 

employed by the CSOs within the peacebuilding discourse was 

activities of CSOs in Kenya in peacebuilding work, it is clear

,r.o.n ...» - - -
of peacebuilding by civil society organisations in Kenya is evo ting 

.b.™- i.

including NGOs, grassroots organisations.

Strengthen peace processes

exist in the continent such as endogenous 

civil society and

of conflict are

C*. ib K»y. ;

„d p..cebuHd™

' .. . fUrt are tuny
structural conditions

govemmeni to

government. Although 

training and reconciliation 

will only be

although there are some

and many players 

of effort is needed to

attributes which

the networking between

that can considered by the

particular,

methods of peace.

The



civil society

95

jrtiss'on

ies share the common goal

take advantage of
The state and CSOs should keep on ne, 

, venva. Civil society 
of consolidating peace t- 

deficits bypassing 

should complement 

and introduce policies

Rights, 2010

fjational Cot’

who are yet to 

the Kenyan government as

Report of Kenya

iworking since both parties --

organisations should not 

disregarding policy-
the State. The government should pass 

lort CSOs activities;

□n Human

resource 

organisations 

some legislation

• „ of internally displaced persons (IDPs) who were
„ is impor.... » ■<•<1'“ ■>” ,M 000 IDPs

..... HP .HP -1 „ .„po..d ---

be resettled ■
Bellas non-governmental organizations.

in Kenya.

its authority and

rather than substitute

designed to monitor and supp'

, oe uovemment o. Kenya, thmugh .Levant depamnents like the M.nimy of education 

,1 Option nart of the cuiriculum for primary, secondary and

,e„i..p le.e.s rf =0.- ’ ' of .P.o«.r ..-nP-

Ed»o..ion lnili..l»o bu. » «I" »»'»



Reconuiieiidalions for Civil Society^ Organisations5.3.2

those

do not renege

collaborating under the

bias and elite
to

for peace!
deliberations

effect.

96

should make efforts

and strategies

the greater population

victims or as a

on the

that grassroots

building engagement

identified as

youths as

Civil society is the guarantor of peace processes in many instances. In the Kenyan case, 

are called upon to be watchdogs of the implementation of the National 

PNU and ODM, being the document that restored peace 

monitor compliance of parties to tenets of the peace 

commitments they made towards governance

Civil society organisations 

umbrella organisations established 

to ensure

to coordinate the

civil society organisations are 

avoid the urban

process are likely to

who call for the "forgive and forget 

ethnic groups are implicated. Civil society would need to 

in uniting the population and engaging communities to participate in the TRJC processes.

Civil society should continue engaging communities in peacebuilding and reconciliation 

initiatives, while also preparing Kenyan citizens for the transitional justice process that is already 

underway through the Truth, Reconciliation and Justice Commission (TRJC) and International 

Criminal Court (ICC) process. While achieving justice and accountability, transitional justice 

further divide the Kenyan population between those who call for justice and 

■” approach, especially when notable leaders of some 

step up its efforts, skills and expertise

should continue networking and 

activities of CSOs. To this end, CSOs 

also included in

civil society organisations 

Accord and Reconciliation Act betw'een 

in Kenya. Civil society should continue to 

deal to ensure that parties 

reforms and peacebuilding initiatives.

Although youths v'trt- 
oJ of focusing on 

2007 election \ iolence. insie

that participated in the post 

source of problems.



embrace a

5,3.3

new law’

. The post
the

efforts in
andconstitutiontanks ot die new'thinkV* itness

Implementation of the Constitution

inc reform impiemeniaiion oi
All post 

encouraging local ownership

assessing
commission repons were

and other

unanimous that the

me al-pen-lo" h„ ■ «" P'""™

„ Huochrf. Th. CSO. .h.«M .«» PPP"™* “ “
a number of legislations have been passed 

yet to be passed to accord the 

build consensus on

as active participants

01 ide

enonnous
and development emphasises the need to treat
peacebu.ld.ng processes. As such, CSOs should massively invest in programs that focus on 

d.,..op~n. I. ».«>"• P"»-"”*"' "

„ „„ p„„.™ .h.. •" P™*
there are less susceptible to involvement in violent groups.

CSOs sitouid instead seek to cha.utei the youths’ energy creatively so that young people can 

become powertol force, for pe.ce (UNICEF. 2005; 2000). Civil «o,e,,. org.niu.iOP. ehocM 

developmeo. perepedve’ r.hicb reco,pi» rh.i vou., people h... „

...be in ,h. pm.™ ."1
youne people «*= active Darticipants in

thematic issues

.dditlon. CSO.honlO

,be iieiv co„...P.i» »
CSOs

which a new Kenya can
eo„«iln.io».l i„pleme„»ion r».in .» WW"

,n., o e„ ..ip...»a >■ ■" .
should strive to

n nblic on key consliwiional iMoes even ihouoh
educate the public on kcy

constitutional reform process in Kenya should

evaluating and measunng

process.

election

continued

the impact



ieepiy entrenched inequalities and injustice, if tuiiy

implemented, the new constitution

imbalance.

5,4 Areas for Further Research

assessment

imperative

and

active role.

of further

the Annan teamby

between

enormous

de\ elop practical

98

Upon the

of the work of the CSOs in

achie\ ed by such donations 

and sustainable

2007 eiection merely provided a trigger for dei ,

and attendant legislations will inevitably redress the past

on the

completion of the current parliamentary term in Kenya (2008-2012), and the 

Kenya within the intervening period, it would be 

number of areas. To begin with, it would be

Another area 

constitutional and legal frameworks 

outlined comprehensive 

which the laws are2008 and 2012. The extent to

tjiven the enonw-’ resources
a it would be important 

.nd de„,oc«y t ” ■“"> ■ help .he e».n,r, ..i CSO.

■...he.™

research would be to ascertain the extent to which new 

are necessary in securing lasting peace. The mediation effort 

reforms to be enacted in Kenya in the period 

needed to secure lasting peace and

committed by the donor organisations in peacebuilding 

,0 research on the extent and the impact

to conduct further research on a

important to research on the practicality and efficacy of multi track diplomacy within the Kenyan 

Zimbabwean context. As mentioned, the two countries embraced Grand Coalition 

Governments based on the respective mediation under Track I, but the actual operationalisation 

of the coalition as well as the promotion of peace work embraced multi track diplomacy in which 

the CSOs and other non state actors were to play an



the donor organisations

development assistance.

Finally Given the

99

dispense and prioritise onon exactly how to

critical to research on

achieved i. .be

critical in informing

fact that Kenya has been a multi party democracy since 1991, it is 

multi party political dispensation and the gains and impact that have been
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INTERVIEW GLIDE

THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN PEACEBUILDING: THE CASE OF KENYA

Please indicate if you have read and signed the informed consent form: 

Name:

Organization: 

Operational Region/ Province:

Please, tell

• What strategies if any were utilized to resolve the post election violence in 2007/2008
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Please indicate if you wish to remain anonymous and to have your name and identification 
withheld in the research report:

L Historj^ of elections conflict in Kenya

In your view, when did the election related conflict begin in Kenya?

Date and Time:

Brief profile of the Organization
, --1 me about your organization and its major roles, activities and mission;

• What, in your opinion are the reasons for the election violence Kenya?



2. Role In Peacebuilding

• What has been your organisation’s role in mitigating and preventing election violence?

• Does 3'ou organisation engage in other peacebuilding activities that are beyond elections

3. Impact of Peacebuilding Initiatives

Do you foresee any major changes to the conduct of elections?

5. Critical Analysis of Civil society'
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• How do you see the events in Kenya unfolding in the next year (elections)? In the next 5 
years?

Following the election conflict in 2007. what has been your organisation’s role in 
mitigating election violence?

• What have been the most notable achievements by civil society in the peacebuilding arena?
• yA?72t are seme cf the challenges you face in deli\ enng peacebuilding programs?

4. The future of Kenya

• Do you foresee any changes with regards to the nature of conflicts in Kenya and the 
peacebuilding environment?

• What have you observed as the impact of other Civil society organisation’s 
peacebuilding?

• What has been the impact of your organisation’s peacebuilding programs on the 
communities?



6. Way forward/ Recommendations

• What are your recommendations for resolving election-related violence?
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• Any recommendations to enhance peacebuilding in Kenya?
What role should various stakeholders play to ensure sustainable peace in Kenya


